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Thank you for joining us today.  We are excited to provide a bit more information about special populations and, more specifically, some specific requirements for special education. 
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Special 
Populations 
Overview 
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Presentation Notes
Let’s start by building some background knowledge about special populations.  




  Every Child, Prepared for Success in College, a Career or the 
Military 

5,479,173 
Texas Students 
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Presentation Notes
There are over five million students in Texas
Over 700,000 total staff supporting them to be successful in college, a career, or the military after graduation.  
I appreciate your interest in helping that goal for all children in Texas.  
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Students in Special Education – 11% 

English Learners – 20% 

Gifted and Talented – 8%  

Students in Section 504 – 7% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Here are the percentages of Texas students served in special population categories.  This does not include students who may be served in more than one special population category (think, double coded in PEIMS). 

As we think about the 5.5 million students in Texas, there are close to 500,000 or 11% of our total students in Texas who are receiving special education services,

As you are making decisions and developing project plans do you consider the implications of these students within your initiatives and workstreams early on?
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Eligibility Categories in Texas for Special Education Qualification 

Specific Learning Disability 

Speech/Language Impairment 

Other Health Impairment 

Autism 

Intellectual Disability 

Emotional Disturbance 

Noncategorical EC 

Auditory Impairment 

Blind/Visual Impairment 

Orthopedic Impairment 

Traumatic Brain Injury 

Deaf/Blind 

191,044 31.6% 
119,868 19.8% 

85,640 14.2% 

14.0% 
10.2% 

84,423 

61,606 

37,460 6.2% 
9,227 

< 2% 
6,930 

3,784 

3,297 
< 1% 

Almost one-third of 
students with disabilities 

are students with a specific 
learning disability. 

1,234 

447 
SY 2020-2021 
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There are Eligibility categories defined in Special Education by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA. 

Of the approximately 500,000 students who receive sped services in Texas you see on the screen a breakdown of their eligibility within each IDEA category.  

Almost one-third of students with disabilities are students with a learning disability.  Some examples of learning disabilities are reading fluency, comprehension, or math calculation.  

It is important to understand the needs of all learners is not one dimensional, students have needs that span over several different categories in some cases.

Also, now is an important time to point out that States use different eligibility categories for Special Education Qualification.  The Federal government sets the minimum requirement through IDEA.  It is not exhaustive.  Federal law does not require a medical certification for Other Health Impairment (OHI), but almost every state does.  This is just one example of how it is important to know the state laws for special education when working with with out of state partners and vendors.

Let’s now move into Universal Design for Learning and the implications it has for special populations to be successful.  , I’m going to hand it over to Mandy.  







Dyslexia 

Characterized by difficu lties with 

accurate or fluent word 

recognition and poor spell ing 

and decod ing ab ilit ies. 

Highly Mobile & At Risk 

Highly Mobi le, At-Risk, and 

Mental Heal th Supports 

English Learner Support 

Resources for English learners 

(Els) and immigrant students 

Review and Support 

The Department of Review and 

Su pport (R&S) is a unit housed in 

the TEA Office of Special 

Populations and Monitoring. 

TEA 

Gifted & Talented 

GIT students develop innovat ive 

products and soph ist icated 

performances that reflect 

individuality and creativity 

Special Education 

A wide array of services and 

support are availa ble for these 

students and fami lies. 

 

 
 

 

Special Populations 

Special 
Populations | 
Texas 
Education 
Agency 
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At TEA, the Office of Special Populations works every day to support the following program areas pictured in the graphic.  We offer technical assistance guides, webinars, and other support services for school leaders, teachers, and families.  We provide a direct link to our website. About halfway down the page, you will see these shortcut buttons to access any information you may be researching.  


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations
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Dyslexia Resources 

• House Bill 3 Dyslexia Allotment Spending
Guidance 

• Dyslexia PEIMS Coding Overview 
• Frequently Asked Questions: Dyslexia and Related

Disorders - January 2021 
• Texas State Dyslexia Requirements Worksheet 
• Webinar: Dyslexia and Related Disorders in the IEP 
• Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, and Dyscalculia in the IEP

Guidance Document 
• Dyslexia and Related Disorders in the IEP

(PowerPoint) 
• Updates to Dyslexia Handbook: Procedures

Concerning Dyslexia and Related Disorders
(Dyslexia Handbook) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Texas has a long history of supporting the fundamental skill of reading. This history includes a focus on early identification and intervention for students with dyslexia. 

I also want to take this opportunity to provide an update on the Dyslexia Handbook
On September 3rd, 2021, the State Board of Education (SBOE) gave final approval to update the Dyslexia Handbook. Some of the updates to the Dyslexia Handbook may require LEAs to make policy, procedure, and practice changes. The updated Dyslexia Handbook will effect in the coming weeks (20 days after filing as adopted with the Texas Register). LEAs are encouraged to inform staff and begin preparing for implementation, so they are well-positioned to comply once the changes are implemented. Additional guidance and information will be released as the in-effect date approach, so this is a site you will likely want to bookmark. 


https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/HB3_Dyslexia_Allotment.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-peims-coding-overview.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-faq-jan-2021-march.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tea-dyslexia-worksheet-508.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/4279769145135013891
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Dyslexia%20in%20the%20IEP%206.3_accessible%208.1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Dyslexia%20and%20Related%20Disorders%20in%20the%20Individualized%20Education%20Program%20presentation_508%20compliant.pdf
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Supporting Emergent Bilingual Students in Texas 

2021-2022 English Learner 
Support Division Zoom 
Meetings 
 Education Service Centers, 

School District staff and 
Open-Enrollment Charter 
School staff are invited to 
attend! 
 EL Portal Educator Link 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To ensure equity for English learners in Texas, educators at all levels need access to relevant information and impactful resources. This web portal provides educators with a variety of resources that will positively impact efforts to ensure equity and the academic success of English Learners.
Please know that we are moving to use Emergent Bilingual for state workers, but you will still see the term English Learner for Federal docs. 


https://www.txel.org/Educators


Gifted and Talented Resource Library 

 Featured Resources: 
G/T Educator Resources 

Statistics and Demographics 
Data for state, district, and campus populations 

including GIT demographic data. 

8 

Identification 
Identifying CLEO gifted learners, including barriers, 

characteristics, assessments, and more. 

( 'i"...., 
~ 

Program Services 
Service for CLEO gifted learners including 

social/emotional needs, service models, furloughs, 

exits, and evaluation. 

Curriculum and Instruction 

Considerations for meeting the educationa l needs of 

CLEO gifted learners. 

Professional Learning 
Considerations for meeting the state requirements 

for teachers working with GIT students. 

TEA 
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Equitable access to Gifted/Talented services
As the state grows and the population changes, educators must continually evaluate how best to serve all learners, including those who need G/T services.
Ensuring equitable access to G/T services is a critical charge for Texas educators. 
G/T students come from various cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic backgrounds.
They might also be twice-exceptional, both G/T and learning disabled. These factors need to be considered in assessing if G/T identification processes include or exclude nontraditional students.


https://gtequity.tea.texas.gov/educator-resources-supporting-equity-gt-services
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Highly Mobile and At Risk, and Mental Health Supports 

 Foster Care and Student Success 
Human Trafficking 
Mental and Behavioral Health 
Military Connected Students 
 Pregnancy Related Services 
 Texas Education for Homeless 

Children and Youth 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of these supports is to address the unique needs and statutory requirements of highly mobile and at-risk students.  Specifically, we strive to increase awareness, build capacity, and improve TEA supports, resources, and tools available for Texas schools.  Ultimately, the Division exists to improve the school experience and education outcomes of all highly mobile and at-risk students in Texas public schools.


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/mental-health-and-behavioral-health
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/pregnancy-related-services
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/support-for-at-risk-schools-and-students/texas-education-for-homeless-children-and-youth-tehcy-program
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Special Education 

Special 
Education Data 

and Reports 

Dispute 
Resolution 

Process 

Technical 
Assistance and 

Guidance 

Family 
Resources 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TEA is committed to providing families, students, and schools with high-quality supports to enable students with disabilities to achieve the highest outcomes. The links below lead to information and resources provided by TEA toward achieving that goal. 
Data and Reports  The latest data regarding SpEd in Texas
Dispute Resolution  Information to support stakeholders to resolve SpEd disputes
Family Resources  Information & resources to help families understand SpEd processes
 Monitoring, Review, and Support  Information & resources regarding the monitoring of SpEd programs in Texas
Regional Supports TEA partners with Educational Service Centers  to provide support
Technical Assistance and Guidance  Guidance to Texas public schools in their implementation of strong and effective programs


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/data-and-reports
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/dispute-resolution/special-education-dispute-resolution-processes
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/technical-assistance-and-guidance-0
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sped-family-resources-0


 
 

Considerations for 
Special Populations
Planning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this next set of slides, we will be looking more specifically at requirements for LEAs to follow to support special populations of students. 
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Procedural Considerations 

What actions will 
be taken when 

students are not 
making progress in 

the general 
education 

curriculum? 

What processes 
are in place for 

students with IEPs 
who might be 
identified as 

English Learners? 

What processes 
are in place for 

students with IEPs 
who transfer into 

the LEA from 
within the state? 

Out of state? 

How will Universal 
Design for Learning 
(UDL) principles be 

implemented in 
general education 

settings? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are a few questions I decided to add for your consideration because I think they are essential to planning for the first year of a school opening for instruction. 
How will Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles be implemented in general education settings?
What processes are in place for students with IEPs who transfer into the LEA from within the state? Out of state?
What processes are in place for students with IEPs who might be identified as English Learners? 
What actions will be taken when students are not making progress in the general education curriculum? 
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 Who Supports Special Populations? 

Everyone 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes people think the only place to talk about special education or special populations in the application is in the School Design heading under the special populations' section.  
Please know that we will review every component of the application to learn as much as possible about the applicant's plans. 
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Special Education Requirements are the SAME for ALL LEAs 

LEA’s 

Academic, 
functional, and 
related services 

according the IEP 

Child 
Find 

LRE 
Special 

Education 
Certified 

Staff 

Admission 
CANNOT be 

denied to 
students with 

an IEP. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along with related services Charter Schools also have the charge of providing  the same Special Education Requirements as all LEAs. These include but are not 
1. Admission to students with an IEP.  ADMISSION CANNOT BE DENIED
2. Child Find Services, which we will discuss a little later
3. Academic, functional, and related services according to the IEP
4. Special Education Certified Staff
5. LRE
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Special Education Staff Certification/Licensure 

Charter Schools have the 
same certification, 

endorsement, and licensing 
requirements for special 

education providers as all 
other public schools 

 34 Code of Federal Regulations, §300.156; the Texas Education Code (TEC), §§ 
21.002, 21.003. and 29.304 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Charter Schools have the same certification, endorsement, and licensing requirements for special education providers as all other public schools.  
The federal regulations mean that those must be monitored if a student has an IEP with any goals or services. A certified professional must provide these services. Those providers include special education teachers, SLPs, OT, PT, and various other providers. 


https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1131
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Contract Considerations 

LEAs are accountable for all 
oversight and provision of services

provided by any contracted 
agreement. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So if we do a review and determine that a student was not provided services, the LEA will be required to consider compensatory services and engage in corrective actions.  I strongly encourage LEAs contracting with a service provider to have an internal system to ensure that those services are being provided according the requirements of the IEP.  




 

 
 

 
 

 

Additional Considerations 

Investigate services 
provided in area 

LEAs 

Education Service 
Center support 

available to 
charters 

Boundary 
demographics 

Research-Based 
Practices 

Continuum of 
Service Models 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Designing a special education program can be a challenge.  Know your area LEAs and what they provide.  Find out what professional development will be available to charter schools from the regional ESC.  Make sure you plan for the students in the proposed charter's geographic boundary and look at trend data.  Research best practices for curriculum and supports for materials.  Last but not least, please learn more about how to demonstrate a continuum of services to meet various student needs.  




To the ,
children with disabilities, including
children in public or private institutions or
other care facilities, are educated with 
children who are not disabled. 

General education 
should always be the 

first consideration. 

  
 

    

    
      

     
  

  

What is Least Restrictive Environment? 

maximum extent appropriate 

Special classes, separate schooling, or other removals of children with disabilities from 
the regular education environment occur only when the nature or severity of the 
disability of a child is such that education and regular classes with the use of 
supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. 

LRE placement is determined at least annually. 
. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another significant component of building a SPED program is Least Restrictive Environment or LRE.  LRE is an IDEA requirement that requires LEAs to provide, to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities are educated with nondisabled peers.   
Special classes, separate schooling, or other removals of children with disabilities from the regular education environment occur only when the nature or severity of the disability of a child is such that education and regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.
Please also know that placement is determined at least annually.  
Please understand that GENERAL EDUCATION SHOULD ALWAYS BE THE FIRST CONSIDERATION.




   
  

LRE mandates Charter Schools, like all public schools, must provide a
continuum of alternative placements to students with disabilities. 

        
       

This continuum includes the following placement options, as noted in 19 TAC §89.63, instructional 
arrangements and settings. The entire continuum can be seen in The Legal Framework at this site, here are 
some examples: 

   
 

  

MAINSTREAM: 

Provides services in the 
general education 

classroom in accordance 
with the student’s IEP. 

 

   

 
 

 

RESOURCE 
ROOM/SERVICES: 

Provides services in a 
setting other than general 

education classroom for less 
than 50% of the regular 

school day 

 
 

   

SELF-CONTAINED: 

Provides services in a self-
contained program for 50% 

or more of the regular 
school day 

 
  

HOMEBOUND: 

Provides services to 
students who are served at 
home or hospital bedside 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LRE mandates Charter Schools, like all other public schools, must provide a continuum of alternative placements to students with disabilities. And 
There are 11 instructional arrangements for LRE named in TAC 89.63, including these four examples:  Mainstream, Resource room/services, Self-contained and Homebound 
MAINSTREAM: 
Provides services in the general education classroom in accordance with the student’s IEP.
RESOURCE ROOM/SERVICES: 
Provides services in a setting other than a general education classroom for less than 50% of the regular school day 
SELF-CONTAINED:
Provides services in a self-contained program for 50% or more of the regular school day
HOMEBOUND: 
Provides services to students who are served at home or hospital bedside
See the Legal Framework Site for more information!



https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=120&SearchTerm=89.63


 
 

 

 
 

    
 

Placement Options 

Factors 
to Individualization 
Consider 

Student needs 

Appropriateness of 
inclusion 

Supplementary aids and 
services 

Iris Center: Least Restrictive 
Environment Info Brief 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additional factors to consider for placement are highlighted in the linked information brief from the Iris Center. For example, a student might receive some services in one setting and other services in a different setting. Further, placements can change over time based on changes in a student’s progress or needs. Finally, for some students, the general education classroom is not necessarily the least restrictive setting.
Think about how you will determine the  continuum of services to support the following options for ARD committees to consider.  
• Individualization: Based on a student’s unique needs and goals and taking into account parent and student preferences 
• Benefit to the student: The likely academic, behavioral, functional, and social-emotional benefits 
• Effect on peers: The effect the student’s presence might have on the education of other students in the classroom, both favorable and less favorable (e.g., encouraging the development of empathy and understanding, effects on instructional time) 
• Appropriateness and inclusion: A balance between the delivery of an appropriate education that will result in the student making progress and being educated with students without disabilities • Use of supplementary aids and services: How accommodations or modifications (e.g., extended time, modified assignments, special equipment) can support the student

Reference  https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_Least_Restrictive_Environment_InfoBrief_092519.pdf

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_Least_Restrictive_Environment_InfoBrief_092519.pdf


 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Development 

Link to IEP Development 
Guidebook 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The guidebook for IEP Development is provided using the link.  We will also provide you with a list of resources at the end of the presentation. The IEP Development Guidebook addresses the “What, When, Where, and then the Who” of an IEP.  
 
The IEP is the centerpiece of the IDEA federal legislation. These are the elements of an ARD meeting that ensures each child “with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment, and independent living.”

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/FinalAccessibleIEPDevelopment-July%202020_website_locked.pdf
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IEP Content Considerations 

Accommodations and/or Modifications 

Frequency/Duration of Services 

Consideration for Extended School Year 
(ESY) 

Transition Supports 

Parent Training 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IEP content is focused on the implementation of the Individual Education Program.  Examples include annual ARD meetings, the location, and duration of services, and the consideration of extended school year services.  




Charter Noncompliance 

0 
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 Properly Constituted ARDs 

IEP Development 

IEP Content 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are in our third year of monitoring for special education noncompliance.  The three areas where we see the site the most noncompliance for charter schools are the following.  
Properly Constituted ARDs means that the right people are at the table for an ARD meeting.  There are a lot of rules that govern who should be there, and we will talk more about that in the FAQs.  
IEP Development is the process of determining the student's present levels of academic achievement and functional performance to determine the goals and services that are most critical and urgent for a student to progress.  
IEP Content is more procedural and tells us how and when those services will take place.  




Review and Support 
Texas Continuous Improvement Process 

 
  
 

 

Texas Continuous Improvement 
• Differentiated Monitoring and Support (DMS) 
• Results Driven Accountability (RDA) 
• Dyslexia Monitoring 

 

   
 

Support Customer Service 
• Family Resources 
• Strategic Support Plan (SPP) and Corrective Action 

Plan (CAP) Process 
• Self-Assessment 
• Universal Supports 
• Resources 
• Ascend 

TEA 
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Trending Topics in SPED 
• The topics are based on data collected through the 

Differentiated Monitoring and Support (DMS) 
system activities and are developed from commonly 
asked questions, clarifications, and compliance 
activities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The primary responsibilities of the R&S department are to: 
monitor LEAs related to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), special populations, and federal and state statutes
provide targeted technical assistance and support for LEAs about special education and special populations 


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/self-assessment
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Sped Topics 

✔Identification 
✔Referral/Intervention 
✔Dyslexia 
✔Evaluation 
✔Re-evaluation 
✔Offer of Free Appropriate Public 

Education (FAPE) 
✔IEP Development 
✔IEP Implementation 
✔Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

✔Assistive Technology 
✔State Assessment Participation 
✔IEP Supplements 
✔Properly Constituted ARD 

Committee 
✔Instructional Strategies 
✔Graduation 
✔Pre-K Transition 
✔Secondary Transition 
✔Disproportionality (discipline) 

Review and Support:  Self-Assessment 

✔Disproportionality (identification 
and placement) 

✔Teachers and Staff 
✔Behavior 
✔Behavior Intervention Plans 
✔Manifestation Determination 
✔Assessment Data Analysis 
✔Family Engagement 
✔Connection to Community 
✔School Climate 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the most valuable resources provided by the Department of Review and Support is the Self-Assessment
27 topics that LEAs should be able to describe in their special education policies and procedures. 
The purpose of the self-assessment is to assist Local Education Agency (LEA) leadership teams in evaluating and improving its special education program. 
 


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/self-assessment
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What is a Section 504 Plan? 

Section 504 plans are formal plans that the 
Section 504 committees develop to give 

students with disabilities the support they need. 
The plan covers any condition that limits daily 

activities in a major way. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section 504 plans are formal plans that 504 Committees develop to give students with disabilities the support they need. That covers any condition that limits daily activities in a major way.

These plans prevent discrimination. And they protect the rights of students with disabilities in school. They’re covered under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. This is a civil rights law.




TEA 

 

  
  

 

  
   

  

   
   

Who is Eligible for a Section 504 Plan? 

1. A child who has any disability and is 
not served by an Individualized 
Education Program or IEP. 

2. The disability must interfere with 
the child’s ability to learn in a 
general education classroom. 

(A disability must substantially limit one 
or more basic life activities. This can 
include learning, reading, communicating, 
and thinking.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

When determining if a student is eligible for a 504 plan there are two identifiers to consider:
1.) A child who has any disability and is not served by an Individualized Education Program or IEP, which we will explain very soon.
2.) The disability must interfere with the child’s ability to learn in a general education classroom.
 
The disability must substantially limit one or more basic life activities.  This can include learning, reading, communicating, and thinking. 
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What’s in a Section 504 Plan? 

Section 504 Plans often include 
accommodations such as: 

Changes to the environment (e.g., 
taking tests in a quiet space) 

Changes to instruction (e.g., 
frequently checking for 
understanding on key concepts) 

Changes to how curriculum is 
presented (e.g., getting outlines of 
lessons in advance) 

Accommodations don’t change 
what students learn, just how students 

access the content. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, What’s in a section 504 Plan?

Once the WHO is identified determining WHAT is essential.  

A Section 504 plan often includes accommodations such as 
	changes to the environment, like taking tests in a quiet space

	changes to instruction, like frequently checking for understanding on key concepts

	and changes to HOW curriculum is presented like getting outlines of lessons in advance

An important note to remember is that Section 504 accommodations do not change what students learn, just how they learn.




  What is the difference between IEP and Section 504 Plan? 
IEP 

A  blueprint  for a child’s  
special education 

Required under IDEA 

Qualification based on disability  
categories and impedes school 
progress 

Formal written goals/objectives 
and may  include modifications 
and accommodations 

Individualized plan including  
related services 

Section 504 
A  blueprint  for how the  
school will provide  support  
and remove barriers  for  a  
student  with  a disability Required under 

Rehabilitation Act 

A disability  that significantly  
impacts a  major life  function 

Services that alter learning  
environments 
(accommodations) 

Curriculum is not customized 

 

 

Mandated by laws 

Includes 
accommodations 

No cost to families 

Reviewed yearly 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a closer look at the Venn diagram.  Laws mandate both 504’s and IEPs, but Section 504 takes its name from Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  The primary purpose of section 504 is to provide services and accommodations for children with physical or mental impairments that impede a life function but are not necessarily recognized as one of the 13 disability categories required under IDEA.  For example, eligibility does not require that the student receive special education services but does require that the student have an impairment that substantially limits a significant life activity, such as:
Breathing
Learning
Working
Executing self-care tasks
Walking
Seeing
Hearing
Speaking
Performing manual tasks
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Who Qualifies for Special Education? 
A Child is eligible to receive special 
education and/or related services if the 
child: 

Is determined to have a disability 

As a result of the disability, needs 
special education and related 

services 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, a student must meet the requirements of a disability recognized by IDEA.  There are 13 categories, and they are as follows:  
Autism
Deaf-blindness
Hearing impairment
Mental retardation*
Orthopedic impairment
Other health impairments
Speech or language impairment
Visual impairment
Deafness
Emotional disturbance
Learning disability
Multiple disability
Traumatic brain injury
The disability impedes the student's ability to access the general education curriculum without specially designed instruction or related services.  
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What is Child Find? LEAs MUST Identify, Locate, and Evaluate ALL
students in need of SPED Services 

Federal requirement under IDEA – ALL children ages birth to 21 in need of SPED services are 

IDENTIFIED LOCATED EVALUATED 

Evaluation provides information to assist in determining: 

 Whether the student has a disability 
 The need for Specially Designed Instruction, which is Special Education, and related services 
 The need for evidence-based interventions and how to monitor student’s progress 

**An LEA/ Charter School MAY NOT take a passive approach they must seek out IDEA eligible 
students. How is this done? – TEA Child Find & Evaluation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is child find?  We need to understand that ALL LEA’s and Charter Schools MUST identify ALL students in need of Special Education Services.   Child Find is a federal requirement under IDEA.  It states that all children ages birth to 21 in need of sped services is identified, located, and evaluated.  The evaluation provides information to assist in determining
Whether the student has a disability
The need for SDI and related services
The need for evidence-based interventions and how to monitor student’s progress
An LEA/ Charter School MAY NOT take a passive approach; they must seek out IDEA-eligible students. 


https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Technical%20Assistance%20-%20Child%20Find%20and%20Evaluation%20-%20June%202020%20Revised%28v5%29.pdf
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 What is the process from Child Find to IEP? 

Child is 
identified as 

possibly needing 
special 

education or 
related services. 

Prior written 
notice is given 
and parental 

consent must be 
obtained. 

Child is 
evaluated and 

written report is 
completed. 

ARD meeting is 
scheduled and 

held. 

Eligibility is 
decided. 

If eligible, IEP is 
written and put 

into place. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parental consent is required for the FIIE, but the Child Find process begins before that.
The process from child find to IEP begins with 
1. The Child is identified as possibly needing special education or related services.  Before we can move forward a 
2. Prior written notice is given, and parental consent is obtained.  There is our answer.  Then
3. The Child is evaluated, and a written report is completed. The next step is an
4. ARD meeting is scheduled and held.
5. The ARD Committee discusses the evaluation, and Eligibility is decided.
6. If eligible, IEP is written and put into place.
There are timeline requirements for these steps, and we will look at those next. 
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Are There Tips for Child Find? 

Tips! 

Orientation, 
training, 

documentation 
system and 

support 
Take an active 

approach 

Continuous on-
going process 

Generate 
factors that 
trigger need 

Consider need 
for SPED and 

Related Services 

Coordinate 
collaborate 

between SPED 
and GEN. Ed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We want to review a few best practices for Child Find for Charter Schools with you at this time.  
A Charter School must
1. Provide Child Find orientation, training, documentation system, and support for ALL campus staff.
2. Take an active approach to Child Find. Do not be passive and wait for others to refer students for special education services.  Seek out students who may be IDEA-Eligible
3. Make Child Find a continuous and ongoing process throughout the year.
4. Generate factors that could trigger the need for  referring a student for special education services
5. Consider the student’s need for special education and related services rather than repeatedly referring a student for interventions
6. Coordinate and collaborate between general and special educators on effective instructions and evidence-based interventions
The Statewide Leadership Network is Child Find, Evaluation, and ARD Support develops resources and training designed to assist LEAs with implementing effective Child Find Practices, conducting comprehensive evaluations and practicing collaborative ARD processes. 
An ARD committee manager training is now available.  They are online, asynchronous courses made up of 6 modules. 
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Who Can Make a Referral to SPED? 
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Referrals Can be made verbally and NOT required to be in writing 

All LEAs must respond no later than 15 School Days after receiving request 

Prior to beginning an evaluation, LEA’s MUST give parents prior written notice AND Notice 
of Procedural Safeguards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, this sounds like a huge undertaking for a school administrator or a teacher, or anyone.  However, several people and paths can help identify our students who need special education services.  These people and pathways include:​
Students Parents or legal guardian, school personnel, another person involved in the education or care of the student
Some good points to remember include
Referrals Can be made verbally and are NOT required to be in writing
Charter or LEA must respond no later than 15 School Days after receiving a request
Before beginning an evaluation, LEA's MUST give parents prior written notice AND Notice of Procedural Safeguards
Also, know that it is ok to ask a parent who is making a verbal referral to put it in writing so that the timelines apply. Be clear that you can't require it to be in writing but that you can encourage it.




How Long Do I have to Complete an Initial Evaluation? 

LEAs have 15 school days to respond to a request for an 
evaluation.

Full and Individual Initial Evaluation (FIIE) must be completed 
in 45 school days after consent from the family.

ARD meeting must be held 30 calendar days from consent to 
evaluate. 
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  Legal Framework: Legal Framework: Children Who Transfer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What if a student transfers to us in the middle of an evaluation timeline?

Coordinate with previous LEA/Charter
Ensure Prompt Completion


What if the student transfers and the evaluation is complete but pending a review of the results and determining services? The timeline for completing a student’s full initial and individual evaluation does not apply if the student enrolls in another school (including a charter school) after the timeline for his/her initial evaluation has begun and prior to a determination by the student's previous school as to whether the student is a student with a disability.
However, this exception applies only if the subsequent school is making sufficient progress to ensure a prompt completion of the evaluation and the parent and new school agree to a specific time when the evaluation will be completed.
The timeline for completing a student’s full and individual evaluation also does not apply if the parent repeatedly fails or refuses to produce the student for the evaluation.


http://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=108&SearchTerm=Children+who+transfer
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Who is required to attend ARD meetings? 

Required Members 

Parent or Adult Student 

 
General Education  Teacher 

 
Special Education Teacher 

LEA Representative/ARD 

 
Administrator 

Individual who  can interpret 
instructional implications of  
evaluation results 

  
   

Additional Participants who may be required or 
invited based on student need or disability 

Others with knowledge or special expertise 
(i.e. related services) 

 
Student with a  disability 

 
Agency Representative 

 LPAC Member 

 
CTE Representative 

 
TVI 

 
TODHH 

 
ECI Representative 

JJAEP Administrator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is required to attend ARD meetings?  Some roles are required at every ARD meeting, regardless of the purpose, whether it is an initial, annual, review, or ARD purpose.  Those roles include the
Parent or Adult Student
General Education Teacher
Special Education Teacher
LEA Representative or ARD Administrator
And Individuals who can interpret instructional implications of evaluation results
Then some additional participants may be required or invited based on student need or disability.  Those participants are
-others with knowledge or special expertise- related services providers
-student with the disability
- Agency representatives (DFACS, CASA)
-LPAC Member Language Proficiency Assessment Committee Member
-CTE Member- Career and Technical Education
-TVI- Teacher of the Visually Impaired
-TODHH- Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
-ECI- Early Childhood Intervention Representative
-JJAEP- Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program
*The parent or adult student may invite additional persons to participate in the meeting
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What is Specially Designed Instruction? 

The term special designed instruction 
means adapting the content, 
methodology, or delivery of instruction to 
address the unique needs of the student 
and/or ensure the student has access to 
the general education curriculum. (p. 17) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specially designed instruction is provided at no cost to the parent to meet the unique needs of a student with a disability. The term specifically refers to how the content, methodology, or delivery of instruction will address the individual needs of students with disabilities.  
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What is meant by Special Education Transportation? 

The ARD committee determines if a student will require transportation as a related 
service in order to attend and participate in 
• academic services, 
• extracurricular programs, 
• and related services. 
The IEP must describe the way the transportation services will be provided 

Technical Assistance: Individualized Education Program (IEP) Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation is a related service that brings out questions and concerns for districts and schools. Therefore, it is essential to understand that Charter Schools must include transportation as a related service.
The ARD committee determines if a student will require transportation as a related service to attend and participate in 
academic services, 
extracurricular programs, 
and related services.
The IEP must describe the way the transportation services will be provided
IDEA defines TRANSPORTATION as follows:
Travel to and from school and between schools
Travel in and around school buildings
Specialized equipment, such as special or adapted buses, lifts, and ramps, if required to provide transportation for a child with a disability.



https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/FinalAccessibleIEPDevelopment-July%202020_website_locked.pdf
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Resources 

Technical Assistance: 
Child Find & Evaluation 

Technical Assistance: 
Section 504 

Special Education Operating 
Procedures Requirements 
And 
Special Education Operating 
Procedures 

Technical Assistance: 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a list of the resources used to develop this webinar and provide high-level information on the topics we discussed today.  


https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Technical%20Assistance%20-%20Child%20Find%20and%20Evaluation%20-%20June%202020%20Revised%28v5%29.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/operating_procedures_requirements_2021-2022.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/SPEDOperatingProceduresJune2020accesible.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/504_guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/FinalAccessibleIEPDevelopment-July%202020_website_locked.pdf
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More Resources 

Child Find, Evaluation and ARD Supports Network 

Link to the Child Find Network 

An ARD committee manager training will be 
available soon!  It will be an online asynchronous 
course, made up of 6 courses. 
Coming Soon! 
Child Find Resources! 

Recorded Webinars on the Child Find Network 
 ARD 101 
 Best Practices for conducting a virtual ARD 

meeting 
 Reevaluations from REED to Evaluation 
 Documenting Growth in the FIE 

Check your local Education 
Service Center (ESC) for 
Standards Based IEP Process 
Training! 

Link to 
Resources 

 Guidelines for Co-Teaching 
 Working with Paraprofessionals 
 Specially Designed Instruction – A Resource for 

Teachers 
 Universal Design for Learning Course 
 Assistive Technology 
 Databased Individualization 
 Inclusion for Administrators 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check local ESC for Standards Based IEP Process training

Child Find Network is the one stop place to find a bunch of resources:
We are excited to offer FREE recorded webinars on a variety of pertinent topics related to child find, evaluation, and ARD supports.
Click on a title below to view information about the session and register for access to the recording.
Certificates of attendance will not be provided for viewing of any recordings.
 
ARD 101 recorded webinar what is a properly constituted ARD…etc. 
Best Practices for conducting a virtual ARD meeting. 

ARD Manager Training will be able to find this on Child Find Network.


https://childfindtx.tea.texas.gov/initial_eval.html
https://childfindtx.tea.texas.gov/recorded%20sessions.html


https://childfindtx.tea.texas.gov/
https://childfindtx.tea.texas.gov/IEP.html
https://childfindtx.tea.texas.gov/recorded%20sessions.html
https://www.inclusionintexas.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2157022&type=d&pREC_ID=2170761
https://www.inclusionintexas.org/
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Thank You 

Scarlett Papas 
Manager 

• 512-936-5991 
• Scarlett.Papas@tea.texas.gov 

Janell Webber 
Education Specialist 

• Janell.Webber@tea.texas.gov 

Morgan Phillip-Hubbard 
Education Specialist 

• Morgan.Phillip-
Hubbard@tea.texas.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you to the charter division for inviting us to present and to all of you that have joined us for this webinar.  Our charter monitoring team is myself, Janell Webber, and Morgan Phillip-Hubbard.  We’ve included our contact information here.  Does anyone have any questions?   
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, the right to reproduce the copyrighted work is granted 
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