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Overview

In 2007, the 80" Texas Legislature enacted Senate Bill (SB) 1031, which expanded the
role of the end-of-course (EOC) assessment program. The bill phased out the Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) assessments for grades 9—11 and replaced
them with the EOC assessments as a component of new high school graduation
requirements, beginning with the incoming freshman class of 2011-2012. Additionally, SB
1031 required that the EOC assessments include items that measure students’
postsecondary readiness.

In 2009, the 81st Texas Legislature passed House Bill (HB) 3, which called for a unified,
comprehensive assessment program, the State of Texas Assessments of Academic
Readiness (STAAR®), to replace the existing TAKS program beginning in spring 2012 for
students first enrolled in grade 9 or below. The Texas Education Agency (TEA), in
collaboration with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and Texas
educators, developed the STAAR program. The EOC assessments that were previously
in development to fulfill the requirements of SB 1031 were updated to meet the additional
legislative requirements for STAAR. The legislative requirements of HB 3 included

increasing the rigor and relevance of both curriculum standards and assessments;
B assessing postsecondary readiness;

B developing an aligned system of assessments that connect performance from the
postsecondary readiness standards in STAAR Algebra Il and English Il down to
grade 3 mathematics and reading, from course to course and from grade to grade;
and

B developing a progress measure and an on-track measure designed to provide an
early-warning indicator for students who (1) are not on track to meet the Meets
Grade Level standard, (2) might not be successful in the next grade or course, (3)
might not be ready for advanced coursework in mathematics and English in high
school, or (4) might not be ready for postsecondary work in mathematics and
English.

Beginning in fall 2009, TEA began the development and implementation of STAAR on the
schedule shown in Figure 4.1.

Figure 4.1. STAAR Development and Implementation Schedule
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The performance standards for the STAAR EOC assessments were established prior to

the spring 2012 test administration. Extensive research studies were conducted to

support the standard-setting process and to ensure that the STAAR EOC assessments

met requirements for rigor and alignment. Due to the aligned nature of the program, the

performance standards for the STAAR grades 3-8 assessments could not be set until *
after the approval of the standards for STAAR EOC assessments. These standards were

approved and implemented in spring 2012, while the standards for the STAAR grades 3—

8 assessments were approved and implemented in January 2013.

In 2013, the 83 Texas Legislature passed HB 5, which reduced the number of STAAR
EOC assessments needed for graduation from fifteen to five: Algebra |, English I, English
I, Biology, and U.S. History. Only the five STAAR EOC assessments required by HB 5
were administered in 2013-2014 and 2014—-2015. To meet the requirements of HB 5, the
English | and English Il assessments were redesigned as combined reading and writing
assessments; those redesigned assessments were first administered in spring 2014.

In the 2014-2015 school year, students in grades 3—8 who received instruction in courses
above their enrolled grade were required to take the STAAR assessments for those
courses in which they received instruction. The revised Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) in mathematics, which were adopted by the State Board of Education
(SBOE) in April 2012, were first implemented in classrooms and in the grades 3-8
mathematics assessment program in the 2014—2015 school year. In July 2015, TEA
convened standard-setting committees that recommended performance standards for
STAAR grades 3-8 mathematics that aligned to the new mathematics TEKS.

In 2019, the 86" Texas Legislature passed HB 3906, which eliminates the stand-alone
writing assessments for grades 4 and 7 after the 2020-2021 school year. HB 3906 also
includes adding new item types, capping the percentage of multiple-choice items to no
more than 75 percent of any STAAR test, and transitioning to online assessments by the
2022-2023 school year.

In the 2020-2021 school year, the TEA did not issue A—F accountability ratings. Due to
the impact of COVID-19, all districts and campuses received a label of Not Rated:
Declared State of Disaster for 2021.

STAAR

The STAAR assessment program is designed to measure the extent to which a student
has learned and is able to apply the knowledge and skills defined in the TEKS, the state-
mandated curriculum. Every item is directly aligned to the TEKS currently in effect for the
grade and subject or course being tested. In grades 3-8, students are tested in
mathematics and reading. In addition, students are tested in writing at grades 4 and 7,
science at grades 5 and 8, and social studies at grade 8. In 2013-2014 and 2014-2015,
only STAAR EOC assessments for Algebra |, English I, English Il, Biology, and U.S.
History were available to students. As of spring 2016, STAAR Algebra Il and English lll
are available for districts to administer as optional assessments.
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Prior to spring 2017, STAAR A and STAAR L were available test versions for eligible
students. STAAR A was an online accommodated version of STAAR for students with
disabilities whereas STAAR L was a linguistically accommodated English version of
STAAR grades 3-8 and EOC mathematics, science and social studies assessments.

STAAR A and STAAR L were administered for the last time in December 2016. In spring
2017, accommaodation policies were consolidated for all special populations, and the
STAAR general assessment with available embedded supports replaced STAAR A and
STAAR L for all eligible students. These embedded designated supports or
accommodations are available for all online test forms and include content and language
supports, text-to-speech (TTS), speech-to-text (STT), refreshable braille, basic calculator,
signed videos, or spelling assistance.

STAAR Spanish

The STAAR Spanish assessments are available to students for whom the language
proficiency assessment committee (LPAC) decides the Spanish assessments are the
most appropriate way to measure their mastery of skills or to students who receive
academic instruction in Spanish while they learn English. The STAAR Spanish
assessments are offered at grades 3-5, including grades 3-5 mathematics and reading,
grade 4 writing, and grade 5 science. The English and Spanish versions of STAAR
assessments have the same test blueprint and assess the same TEKS student
expectations for reading, mathematics, and science. Because of differences in the
English and Spanish languages, the writing student expectations assessed are similar but
not the same. STAAR Spanish online tests with embedded supports became available in
spring 2019.

STAAR Alternate 2

STAAR Alternate 2 is an alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement
standards for students receiving special education services who have significant cognitive
disabilities. STAAR Alternate 2 is described in chapter 5, “STAAR Alternate 2.”

STAAR Interim

STAAR Interim Assessments are a set of optional online interim assessments that are
aligned to the TEKS. The interim assessments are available at no cost to districts and are
not tied to accountability. The purpose of the interim assessment is to monitor student
progress, predict student performance on STAAR summative assessments, and provide
additional information about student learning and understanding that can be used in
tandem with educators’ knowledge to create active learning environments to improve
outcomes for students in Texas. STAAR Interim is described on TEA’s website.

Testing Requirements for Graduation

Students enrolled in grade 9 or below for the first time in the 2011-2012 school year or
later were required to take the STAAR EOC assessments for graduation. With the
passage of HB 3, performance on the STAAR EOC assessments was linked to a
student’s graduation program. The provisions of HB 3 were modified by HB 5 passed in
June 2013. Under HB 5, in order to graduate, a student must score at or above the
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Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance standard on five STAAR EOC assessments:
Algebra |, English I, English II, Biology, and U.S. History.

Students who took the separate STAAR English reading and writing assessments prior to
2014 were still eligible to meet their STAAR English graduation requirements based on
their performances from each test. In the 2013—-2014 school year, the separate reading
and writing assessments transitioned to combined STAAR English assessments. During
this time, TEA proposed using the minimum—and cumulative—score concepts to
determine whether students taking these separate assessments met their English | and
English Il graduation requirements. These concepts were applied within each course, not
across courses, and required students who took separate reading and writing
assessments to meet three criteria:

B pass one assessment (either reading or writing);
B meet at least the minimum score on the other; and

B achieve a combined scale score of 3750 (the phase-in 1 standard), which
represented the sum of the scale scores needed to reach Level |l for reading
(1875) and Level Il for writing (1875).

In 2015, the 84" Texas Legislature passed SB 149, which revised the state’s assessment
graduation requirements. Beginning in May 2015, an eligible student may receive a Texas
high school diploma by means of an individual graduation committee (IGC) if the student
fails to achieve Satisfactory Academic Performance on no more than two STAAR EOC
assessments. Eligibility criteria for an individual graduation committee are located in the
Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.0258.

The admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee makes educational decisions for
a student receiving special education services, including decisions related to state
assessments and graduation requirements as described in Texas Administrative Code
(TAC) §89.1070.

Due to the impact of COVID-19, STAAR testing was suspended for spring and summer
2020. In addition, STAAR EOC assessment graduation requirements were waived. The
waiver reduces the number of EOC assessments the student must pass to meet
assessment graduation requirements. To qualify for the waiver, a student must have:

B been enrolled in the course during spring or summer 2020;

B completed the full course by the end of spring or summer 2020; and

B earned full course credit by the end of the spring or summer 2020.
In 2020, students who have a STAAR EOC assessment that they have not passed from a
previous year and who did not retake the course to meet the above requirements were

still required to retake and pass that STAAR EOC assessment to meet graduation
requirements.
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Test Development

Maintaining a high-quality student assessment program involves a complex and detailed
test-development process. For more information regarding each step of the STAAR test-
development process, refer to chapter 2, “Building a High-Quality Assessment System”,
which outlines the processes used to develop each STAAR assessment’s framework and

explains ongoing test development. TEA relies on input from educators to ensure that all

measures of learning for Texas public school students are equitable and accurate.

The following points summarize the STAAR test-development activities.

B In 2010 and 2011, TEA convened advisory groups composed of curriculum
specialists, teachers, and professors who provided input and guidance about
which of the TEKS standards were eligible for assessment and which were critical
for student success and, therefore, should be emphasized on the assessments.
TEA then developed a set of readiness and supporting standards that focus the
assessment at each grade/subject and course and that provide a vertical link
between the assessments from grade to grade and from course to course. From
these standards, a draft set of TEKS student expectations eligible for assessment
on STAAR and a draft test blueprint were developed for each grade/subject and
course assessed. The drafts of these assessed curricula and test blueprints were
subsequently approved and published.

m With input from both national-level and state-level writing experts, scoring rubrics
were developed to guide the scoring of STAAR English |, English II, and English IlI
short-answer reading items and written compositions and grades 4 and 7 written
compositions. After the draft rubrics were used to evaluate field-test responses,
TEA convened rubric validation committees comprising Texas writing educators to
review the field-test results and validate the rubrics. Rubrics for short-answer
reading, expository writing, and literary writing were validated in summer 2010.
Rubrics for persuasive and analytical writing, as well as grades 4 and 7 personal
narrative and expository writing, were validated in summer 2011. These draft
rubrics were subsequently approved and published.

B The 2021 STAAR assessments were constructed to conform to the STAAR
assessment blueprints and established test construction guidelines. Most items
placed on the 2021 STAAR grades 3-8 assessments were developed and field-
tested through embedded field testing on operational STAAR assessments in
2015-2019 and through stand-alone field tests for grades 4 and 7 writing in 2011,
and also through stand-alone prompt study tests for grades 4 and 7 writing and
English | and Il in spring 2019. For STAAR EOC assessments, the items eligible
for placement were developed and field-tested through both stand-alone field
testing and embedded field testing in operational EOC assessments administered
in 2008 through 2019. Stand-alone grades 4 and 7 writing assessments were
administered for the last time and will be eliminated after the 2020-2021 school
year.

B Item development activities continue annually to develop STAAR, to support the
annual release of test questions and test forms, and to build the item bank to a
depth necessary to support the program. These items are subsequently field-
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tested, and their data results are reviewed. Field-tested items that meet
established criteria are added to the bank.

B As part of its design, STAAR focuses on student preparedness for success in
subsequent grades and courses, and ultimately for postsecondary readiness. This *

ongoing focus is supported by the development of items that have a high level of
cognitive complexity and that align closely with the cognitive complexity evident in
the TEKS. For example, open-ended items that require students to derive a
numerical answer independently are developed for mathematics and grade 8
science. Process skKills in mathematics, science, and social studies are assessed
in context, not in isolation, which allows for a more integrated and authentic
assessment of these content areas. In reading, greater emphasis is given to
critical analysis than to literal understanding. In writing, prompts are developed to
support expository, persuasive, and analytical writing.

B STAAR test items are developed so that they can be delivered in both paper and
online test formats. A plan was created to evaluate the comparability of
assessment items delivered in paper mode and those delivered in online mode.
The plan sought to minimize potential formatting issues (e.g., a student having to
scroll down a screen through a long item) since these issues might create a
different student experience when testing online than when testing on paper.
Studies were conducted between 2009 and 2014 to evaluate the performance of
EOC assessment items in paper and online formats. The results suggested a
mode effect (i.e., differences in difficulty for online versus paper tests) for English |
and English II. Information about English | and English || comparability analyses
can be found in the Technical Digests from previous years.

Item Development Approach for STAAR Spanish

Passages and items for STAAR Spanish reading and writing are developed originally in
Spanish. This approach allows the Spanish language arts curriculum to be assessed in a
more authentic and meaningful manner. Items for STAAR Spanish mathematics and
science are transadapted. Transadaptation involves translating items from English and
adapting them as necessary to ensure cultural and linguistic accessibility.

TEA staff, Texas educators, and Spanish language experts collaborate to develop the
STAAR Spanish test materials. Spanish bilingual educators then review all transadapted
and original test items in accordance with the educator review process described in
chapter 2, “Building a High-Quality Assessment System.”

STAAR English—-Spanish Alignment

The following practices reinforce alignment of the STAAR English and Spanish tests.

B The development and review processes for the reading and writing assessments
in English and Spanish are parallel: item reviews for English and Spanish include
judgments related to each item’s alignment to the TEKS student expectations.
Field-test data reviews for English and Spanish items also include item statistics
reviews based on actual student performance. These safeguards ensure that only
psychometrically sound items are selected for inclusion in the item bank. The
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Spanish mathematics and science assessments are transadapted from the
corresponding English assessments.

B Item writing and review processes for transadapted items ensure that items in
each language are linguistically and culturally appropriate and that the
interpretations of grade-level performance expectations are the same for English
and Spanish.

B The test blueprints for the English and Spanish assessments are the same,
including the number of items that assess each reporting category and the number
of items on the test.

B The reading and writing assessments in English and Spanish are constructed
concurrently and in coordination, and they adhere to the same test construction
guidelines regarding the range of item content and cognitive complexity. The
mathematics and science assessments in English are constructed first and then
transadapted to Spanish.

B Each year, STAAR English and STAAR Spanish development staff review the
newly developed test items. They focus on the best ways to assess the TEKS,
further enhancing the alignment between the English and Spanish assessments.
When the performance standards for STAAR grades 3-8 were established,
standard-setting panels reviewed both the English and Spanish transadapted tests
to establish comparable performance standards.

Training

Test administration procedures provided in the District and Campus Coordinator
Resources, and the appropriate test administrator manual must be followed so that all
individuals testing have an equal opportunity to demonstrate their academic knowledge
and skills. To help achieve this goal, TEA develops instructional materials to support the
training of all testing personnel across the state on proper test administration procedures.
Preparation for test administration begins every year with a training-of-trainers session for
testing coordinators and other personnel from each of the twenty Texas regional
Education Service Centers (ESCs), as well as district testing coordinators from the state’s
25 largest districts. Then, using materials and information provided in the TEA training
session, the ESC regional testing coordinators train the district coordinators in their
respective regions. District coordinators then train their campus testing coordinators, who
are responsible for training any campus personnel participating in the administration of
the assessments.

District and Campus Coordinator Resources and Test Administrator Manuals

The District and Campus Coordinator Resources guided district and campus coordinators
through their responsibilities as they oversaw the administration of the Texas Assessment
Program. This online resource contained preparation and administration procedures for
every assessment program for the 2020-2021 school year and was available prior to the
annual training of ESC, district, and campus coordinators. Districts received separate test
administrator manuals prior to the December STAAR EOC assessments and spring
administrations for STAAR grades 3-5, grades 6-8, and EOC.
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Test Administrations

The primary administrations for STAAR grades 3-8 (mathematics, reading, writing,
science, and social studies) and EOC (Algebra I, Algebra Il, English |, English Il, English
I, Biology, and U. S. History) assessments were administered in spring 2021. Non-
primary EOC assessments were given in December 2020 and June 2021.

Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor and the Commissioner of
Education waived the requirements regarding grade promotion for students in grade 5
and grade 8 for the 2020-2021 school year. As a part of this waiver, there was only one
administration of the STAAR grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading assessments in
May of 2021.

STAAR English grades 3-8 and EOC assessments were offered on paper and online.
The STAAR online testing window was extended to five weeks for the spring 2021
STAAR grade 3-8 and EOC assessments, and extended to two weeks for the December
2020 and June 2021 EOC assessments.

During the 2020—-2021 school year, over eight million STAAR assessments, including
STAAR and STAAR Spanish, were administered. A record number of STAAR
assessments—approximately 64 percent of the over eight million assessments—were
administered online. The number of students tested for each STAAR assessment in
2020-2021 is shown in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1. STAAR Assessments Administered in 2020-2021

STAAR Assessment Assessments Administered
Grade 3 English mathematics 325,064
Grade 3 English reading 310,193
Grade 3 Spanish mathematics 13,335
Grade 3 Spanish reading 27,836
Grade 4 English mathematics 330,460
Grade 4 English reading 318,025
Grade 4 English writing 316,801
Grade 4 Spanish mathematics 8,449
Grade 4 Spanish reading 20,660
Grade 4 Spanish writing 20,953
Grade 5 English mathematics 339,642
Grade 5 English reading 332,458
Grade 5 English science 337,581
Grade 5 Spanish mathematics 5,809
Grade 5 Spanish reading 14,091
Grade 5 Spanish science 7,282
Grade 6 mathematics 344,115

CHAPTER 4 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)
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STAAR Assessment Assessments Administered
Grade 6 reading 349,453
Grade 7 mathematics 295,490
Grade 7 reading 345,936
Grade 7 writing 347,648
Grade 8 mathematics 293,487
Grade 8 reading 338,180
Grade 8 science 338,224
Grade 8 social studies 338,473
Algebra | 480,199
Algebra Il 4,511
English | 541,923
English Il 485,535
English 11l 2,772
Biology 455,524
U.S. History 389,271

NOTE: For EOC assessments (except for Algebra Il and English Ill), the assessments
administered include the sum total of the December 2020, April 2021, May 2021, and June
2021 administrations; and for the other tests, only the spring 2021 administration is included.

The Online Test Delivery System

In 2020-2021, STAAR online assessments were administered using the STAAR
Assessment Management System, which includes the STAAR Online Testing Platform
(SOTP). This system provides secure online tools for authoring tests, delivering tests, and
reporting students’ results. The STAAR Assessment Management System meets the
stringent security requirements of the Texas Assessment Program and protects the
integrity of test items and student data.

The STAAR Assessment Management System enables test administrators to control

which test is administered;

when it is administered,

the number of testing groups;

which students are assigned to each group; and

access to embedded supports.

Using the STAAR Assessment Management System’s Manage Online Testing screen, a
test administrator can monitor each student’s current test status while the test session is
still in progress.

Additional information about the STAAR Assessment Management System, such as an
overview of the system, minimum system requirements, details on delivery and reporting,
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and a list of frequently asked questions, is available on the Texas Assessment
Management System website.

Make-up Testing
Make-up testing opportunities for students who are absent on the day of testing are *

available during the STAAR testing window for all grades/subjects and courses. For the
2020-2021 school year, make-up testing opportunities were available for all
administrations.

Out-of-District Testing

For STAAR grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading retest administrations and for
STAAR EOC administrations, students who are unable to test at their home district are
allowed to test out-of-district (OOD). For example, a student from Houston who spends
the summer in Dallas and wants to test in Dallas could register to test OOD. To make the
receiving district aware of the student's intent to test and to ensure that the receiving
district receives precoded test materials, OOD students are required to complete
registration prior to the close of the OOD/out-of-school (OOS) registration period. OOD
students who do not register may test as walk-ins at a registered OOD test site on the day
of testing at the discretion of the receiving district and the ability of the test site to
accommodate them. Students must present photo identification at the test administration
site on the day of the test. OOD testing also applies to students who are part of the Texas
Tech University or University of Texas high school programs.

A district or campus must accommodate the request of an OOD student to participate in
STAAR administrations if that district or campus is testing one or more local students on
the applicable test and if the student has registered in advance for OOD testing. Districts
can use test materials from the district overage received with their combined shipment of
materials or place an order for additional materials through the STAAR Assessment
Management System.

Out-of-School Testing

Beginning in the 2014—2015 school year, OOS testing was available for STAAR
examinees who were no longer enrolled in school. This allowed examinees who had not
passed a STAAR EOC assessment and were no longer enrolled in school, but had
otherwise completed requirements for graduation, to take an assessment during a test
administration at a participating district.

Medical Exclusion

With the implementation of the new accountability system in 2018, TEA closely monitors
assessment participation rates for campuses, districts, and charter schools. Students with
medical exclusion designations are not included in the participation rate calculation. Refer
to the Accountability Manual for more information. To ensure that students who have
experienced a significant medical event do not impact participation rates, a new process
was developed for a medical exclusion from STAAR. The medical exclusion student
eligibility criteria and identification process are described below.
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

To be considered to receive a medical exclusion from STAAR, the student must have
been absent during the testing and make-up window and all efforts to assess the student
must have been unsuccessful. The information used to make the medical exclusion
determination must reflect the student’s situation throughout the testing and make-up
window. Medical exclusion requests are reviewed on a case-by-case basis for students
who meet one of the specific medical conditions listed as follows.

B The student is unable to receive sufficient or consistent homebound services due
to medical issues. (This means that the student is currently receiving homebound
services; however, the homebound teacher is unable to provide services for the
majority of the documented time due to the medical issues.)

B The student is unable to respond to test questions due to a terminal or
degenerative illness. (This means that the student’s diagnosis is actively/currently
affecting their daily activities such that no available accommodations can
reasonably mitigate these factors.)

B The student is receiving extensive short-term medical treatment due to a medical
emergency or severe injury (e.g., coma, major head trauma, organ failure). Note:
Appendectomy, tonsillectomy, or broken arms or legs do not constitute a severe
medical issue.

B The student is unable to interact with peers or educators without the risk of
infection or contamination (e.g., measles, respiratory iliness, malaria). Note: Colds
and flu do not constitute a significant medical emergency.

IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

The information used to make the medical exclusion determination must reflect the
student’s situation throughout the testing and make-up window. For a student who meets
one of the eligibility criteria listed above, the district or charter school must review, verify,
and maintain a copy of the medical documentation (e.qg., licensed physician’s note). To
request a medical exclusion, the district coordinator must complete a Medical Exclusion
Request Form for each qualifying student. Forms must be submitted by the Friday of the
week following the test administration. The form must be submitted for each STAAR
administration.

In addition, the student’s answer document should be marked “A” for Absent. The TEA
Student Assessment Division will provide a file of all medical exclusions to the
Performance Reporting Division so those records can be excluded from participation rate
calculations.

Educational Materials Required for Testing

DICTIONARIES

Per the STAAR Dictionary Policy, dictionaries must be available to all students taking the
following tests:

B STAAR grades 3-8 reading tests
B STAAR grades 4 and 7 writing tests, including revising and editing
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B STAAR Spanish grades 3-5 reading tests
B STAAR Spanish grade 4 writing test, including revising and editing
B STAAR English I, English Il, and English Ill tests

The following types of dictionaries are allowable:

B standard monolingual dictionaries in English or the language most appropriate for
the student

B dictionary/thesaurus combinations

B bilingual dictionaries* (word-to-word translations; no definitions or examples)

B English as a second language (ESL) dictionaries* (definition of an English word
using simplified English)

B sign language dictionaries

W picture dictionaries

Both paper and electronic dictionaries are permitted, including applications on a tablet,
laptop, or desktop computer. However, electronic dictionaries that provide access to the
Internet or have photographic capabilities are NOT allowed. For electronic dictionaries
that are hand-held devices, test administrators must ensure that any features that allow
note taking or uploading of files have been cleared of their contents both before and after
the test administration.

While students are working through the tests listed above, they must have access to a
dictionary. Students should use the same type of dictionary they routinely use during
classroom instruction and classroom testing to the extent allowable. The school may
provide dictionaries, or students may bring them from home. Dictionaries may be
provided in the language that is most appropriate for the student. However, the dictionary
must be commercially produced. Teacher-made, student-made, subject-specific, or slang
dictionaries are not allowed. At minimum, schools need one dictionary for every five
students testing, but the state’s recommendation is one for every three students or,
optimally, one for each student.

Although thesauruses are not required, they are allowable on all the tests listed above,
either in combination with a dictionary or as a separate resource. If districts make
thesauruses available to students during testing, it is recommended that there be one
thesaurus for every five students.

* Bilingual and ESL dictionaries should be provided in accordance with individual student needs
based on how much students use them in instruction and classroom testing. While there is no
requirement regarding a minimum number of bilingual or ESL dictionaries, schools must provide,
for English learners (ELs) who depend heavily on a dictionary in language arts instruction, it is
recommended that there be one dictionary for each student. Additionally, it is important for LPACs
to consider the degree to which an EL student relies on a dictionary during language arts
instruction or testing when making exit decisions at the end of the year.
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CALCULATORS

Per the STAAR Calculator Policy, calculators are required for the STAAR grade 8
mathematics, grade 8 science, Algebra I, Algebra Il, and Biology assessments.
Calculators are not permitted for students taking the STAAR grades 3—7 mathematics
assessments or the STAAR grade 5 science assessment, including the STAAR Spanish
assessments, unless a student meets the eligibility criteria for such an accommodation.
Information regarding calculators as a designated support for students with disabilities
can be found on the Accommodation Resources webpage.

m Districts must ensure that each student has a graphing calculator to use when
taking the STAAR grade 8 mathematics, Algebra |, or Algebra Il assessments.
Students must have a graphing calculator to use throughout the entire
assessment (both paper and online versions). Districts may satisfy this
requirement by providing students with any of the following types of calculating
devices: a handheld graphing calculator, a graphing calculator application, or the
graphing calculator tool included in the STAAR online testing platform.

B Districts must ensure that students have access to a calculator with basic (i.e.,
four-function), scientific, or graphing capability when taking the STAAR grade 8
science or biology assessments. There should be at least one calculator for every
five students taking the science assessments (both paper and online versions). If
calculators are shared during the test, the calculator memory must be cleared
after each student uses it. Districts may satisfy this requirement by providing
students with any of the following types of calculating devices: a handheld
calculator, a calculator application, or the calculator tools included in the STAAR
online testing platform.

Districts may provide calculation devices, or students may bring them from home.
Students should be provided the same type of calculation device they use routinely in
class work. Providing an unfamiliar calculation device on the day of the state assessment
may hinder rather than aid the student. Students may have more than one calculation
device during the assessment.

For handheld calculators, all memory must be cleared to factory default both before and
after testing. Any programs or applications that are not preinstalled by default must be
removed or disabled prior to testing. For specific assistance in appropriately preparing
calculators for use during testing, contact the calculator manufacturer.

For calculator applications, all Internet capabilities must be disabled on the device. In
addition, the calculator application being used must be locked down (in kiosk mode) to
prevent the use of other applications during testing. Districts should be aware that some
calculator applications include resources that could aid students during testing. Students
must be monitored closely to ensure that these resources are not accessed during the
test.

The use of a calculating device on STAAR should not replace the teaching of the TEKS. If
a student is using a certain calculator during classroom instruction, it is important to be
aware of any functions on that device that could compromise the teaching of those skills.
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As such, district and school personnel should give careful consideration before
recommending the use of these devices for the assessment.

Calculation devices that have a computer algebra system (CAS) are not allowed unless
the CAS is disabled. Calculation applications on smartphones are also not allowed.

Understanding STAAR Accessibility

The goal of STAAR accessibility is to ensure that each student can interact appropriately
with the content, presentation, and response modes of the state assessment. To meet
this goal, STAAR accessibility features and designated supports are designed to allow all
students to demonstrate their knowledge of the content being tested without barriers of
assessment format, non-tested language, or response type. The various features and
designated supports made available on STAAR paper and online tests are also designed
to be the same or similar to those accommodations commonly used during classroom
instruction.

STAAR is available on paper and online as indicated for the grades and subjects listed in
Table 4.2.

Table 4.2. STAAR Assessments in Paper and Online Formats

Program Grade Subject AS:i’I):;Ie As:illrl;ale
STAAR 3-8 & EOC all v V
STAAR Spanish 3-5 * \ \
STAAR Alternate 2 3-8 & EOC all v

* STAAR Spanish is available in grades 3-5 in mathematics, reading, writing, and science.

Accessibility within the STAAR Program

For STAAR and STAAR Spanish, accessibility falls into three categories: accessibility
features, locally-approved designated supports, and designated supports requiring TEA
approval. These are available on paper and online. A student may take STAAR online for
one subject and on paper for another. Refer to the individual policy documents on the
Accommodation Resources webpage for comprehensive information about the
procedures, materials, applicable grade levels, subjects, and eligibility criteria within each
of these categories.

Accessibility Features

Accessibility features may be provided to students based on their needs. In general,
these procedures and materials are available to any student who regularly benefits from
their use during instruction; however, a student cannot be required to use them during
testing. Coordinators are responsible for ensuring that test administrators understand the
proper implementation of these procedures and use of these materials. In some cases, a
student may need to complete the test in a separate setting to eliminate distractions to
other students and to ensure that the security and confidentiality of the test are
maintained.
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Locally-Approved Designated Supports

Locally-approved designated supports include accommodations that may be made
available to students who meet eligibility criteria. The appropriate team of people at the
campus level (e.g., Response to Intervention [Rtl] team, language proficiency assessment
committee [LPAC], Section 504 committee, admission, review, and dismissal [ARD]
committee) determines eligibility as indicated in each policy document. The decision to
use a designated support during a state assessment should be made on an individual
student basis and take into consideration the needs of the student and whether the
student routinely receives the support during classroom instruction and classroom testing.
In addition, the support has been proven to be effective in meeting the student’s specific
needs, as evidenced by student scores or teacher observations.

Designated Supports Requiring TEA Approval

These designated supports require the submission of an Accommodation Request Form
to TEA. The appropriate team of people at the campus level as indicated in each policy
document determines whether the student meets all the specific eligibility criteria and, if
so, submits an Accommodation Request Form to TEA. Accommodation Request Forms
must be received by TEA according to the posted deadlines. Late requests will not be
processed unless circumstances involving the student change after the deadline (e.g.,
newly enrolled student, medical emergency, updated ARD committee decisions). The
request must be approved by TEA before a student can use the designated support on
the state assessment. This type of support must be documented in the student’s
paperwork as “pending TEA approval.” If a request is denied, the campus should be
prepared to meet the student’s needs with accessibility features or any of the
locally-approved designated supports.

Student Success Initiative

The Student Success Initiative (SSI) provides a system of academic support to help
students achieve success in mathematics and reading. The SSI was adopted by the
Texas Legislature in 1999 to ensure that all students receive the instruction and support
they need to be academically successful in mathematics and reading.

Under the SSI grade advancement requirements, students are required to pass the
STAAR grade 5 mathematics and reading assessments to be promoted to grade 6.
Additionally, students are required to pass the STAAR grade 8 mathematics and reading
assessments to be promoted to grade 9.

Students in grades 5 and 8 are provided three opportunities (April, May, and June) to
pass the STAAR mathematics and reading assessments. If a student does not pass an
assessment, the school is required to provide the student additional instruction after each
testing opportunity, and the student is required to participate in that instruction. Parents
are notified if their child does not pass a STAAR assessment that is required for
promotion.

If a student does not pass after the second testing opportunity, a grade placement
committee (GPC) is formed as part of the SSI requirements. The GPC—which consists of
the principal, teacher, and parent or guardian—is required to create an instructional plan
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based on the individual needs of the student. If a student does not demonstrate

proficiency on the mathematics or reading assessment on the third testing opportunity,

the student can advance to the next grade level only if (1) the student’s parent, guardian,

or designee appeals the automatic retention, (2) the student completes all accelerated *

instruction required by the GPC, and (3) the GPC determines, by unanimous decision,
that the student is likely to perform on grade level by the end of the next school year given
additional accelerated instruction during the course of the year. In making promotion
decisions, the GPC is required to consider the recommendation of the student’s teacher,
the student’s grades, the student’s state assessment scores, and any other relevant
academic information.

Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor and the Commissioner of
Education waived the requirements regarding grade promotion for students in grade 5
and grade 8 for the 2020-2021 school year. Students enrolled in grades 5 and 8 are still
required to take the appropriate STAAR tests once. Regardless of their score, retest
opportunities were not provided in 2021. Districts will have local discretion on whether
these students should advance to the next grade, just like students in grades 3, 4, 6,
and 7.

HB 4545 passed in the 87t Regular Legislative Session. The new statute, effective as of
June 2021, establishes new requireme