
PDSES Updates:
January 2025



Overview and Reminders

The Parent-Directed Special Education 
Services (PDSES) program gives $1,500 to 

parents of students served by special education 
that are enrolled in a Texas public school.

PDSES.TEA.TEXAS.GOV

To be eligible for a PDSES grant, 
students must currently: 

 be enrolled in a Texas public school, 

 receive special education services 
through an individualized education 
program (IEP), and

 not have received a PDSES/SSES grant 
in the past.

PDSES is still a ONE TIME only grant.

Reminder: The PDSES program is the same as the SSES 
program that began in 2021, just with a new name to 
better reflect the importance of parents as decision 

makers in the educational process.



Program Highlights

163,636
accounts awarded to date. 
Currently we are not on a waitlist.

+600K
orders purchased.

+2.5M
items purchased.

+$240M
spent on educational goods 
and services.

96%
overall parent satisfaction.*

98%
of parents say, “the goods and/or 
services purchased helped their child 
progress towards learning goals.”*

*Based on 15,253 surveys completed at a 19% response rate (sent to 78,908 families – they receive after they’ve spent 2/3 of their funds)



Requirements for LEAs:

As a reminder, LEAs are required to comply with 19 TAC §102.1601(j) 
Requirements to provide information. School districts and open-enrollment 
charter schools shall notify families of the program and, unless the school 
district or charter school has verified that a parent has already received or 
applied for a program grant, shall provide the following at the student's 
admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee meeting:

(1) instructions and resources on accessing the online accounts, 
including the application window established by TEA; and

(2) information about the types of goods and services that are available 
through the program grant. 

TAA Link: bit.ly/PDSESJanTAA

https://bit.ly/PDSESJanTAA


Requirements for LEAs:

As a reminder, LEAs are required to comply with 19 TAC 
§102.1601(j) Requirements to provide information. School 
districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall notify 
families of the program and, unless the school district or 
charter school has verified that a parent has already 

received or applied for a program grant, shall 
provide the following at the student's 
admission, review, and dismissal 
(ARD) committee meeting:

(1) instructions and resources on accessing the 
online accounts, including the application 
window established by TEA; and

(2) information about the types of goods and 
services that are available through the program 
grant. 

 LEAs must provide the following items to 
parents during their student’s next or 
annual ARD committee meeting.

 We also recommend informing parents of 
eligible students prior to the application 
window opening – this does not satisfy the 
ARD requirement. 



LEAs Eligible Students

 Each SPED director received their list of 
eligible students on October 25th – this is 
still the most updated list. This email 
came from TEA.

 LEA SPED directors can attend the LEA 
SPED Webinar on January 23, 2025, or 
watch the webinar after it is recorded. 



2024-2025 SY Application Window

at 8am CST at 5pm CST



Application Process and PDSES Parent Portal:

 To apply for a PDSES grant and create a PDSES 
Parent Portal, parents MUST create a My 
SPEDTex Account to be able to login. 

 Parents can create an account by going to 
SPEDTEX.ORG and click on “Create 
Account/Sign in”.

 Once the PDSES application opens on February 3, 
2025, there will be a ”PDSES Parent Portal” 
button on the My SPEDTex Account home page 
after users have logged in. 

We have a new application and PDSES Parent Portal this year:

https://www.spedtex.org/


Resources for LEAs to communicate the PDSES program to 
parents to satisfy rule requirements.

PDSES One-Page 
Overview

Customizable Letter 
for Parents

Resources can be found at: bit.ly/PDSESOutreach

PDSES Application 
Process



Thank you!
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