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Significant Disproportionality 

Significant disproportionality refers to when students of 
any racial/ethnic group are identified for special education, 
placed in more restrictive settings, or disciplined at higher 
rates than their peers in other racial/ethnic groups.
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What Is Identification?

Identification 
“The result of a multistep process that determines whether a 
child has a disability as defined by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) and needs special education services as a 
child with a disability.” 

Overidentification 
“The inappropriate identification of a child who does not actually 
have the identified disability and who does not need special 
education services as a child with a disability. The term also can be 
applied to a group of children.” 

Underidentification 
“The failure to appropriately identify a child who has a disability 
and needs special education services as a child with a disability. 
The term also can be applied to a group of children.” 

(Munk, O’Hara, and Sulzberger 2020, 3)
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Placement Issues

Least Restrictive 
Environment 

Students with disabilities should be educated in the general 
education classroom to the maximum extent that is appropriate. 
Districts are charged with providing a continuum of services for 
students with disabilities to meet their individualized needs. 

Disproportionality 
in Placement 

Occurs when students receive special education services in more 
restrictive settings at a higher rate than their peers with 
disabilities from other races and ethnicities.
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Disproportionality in 
Discipline 

Occurs when students in one racial or 
ethnic group are subjected to 
disciplinary actions at higher rates than 
their peers. 

▪ In-school suspension of 10 days or fewer 

▪ In-school suspension of more than 10 
days 

▪ Out-of-school suspension and expulsions 
of 10 days or fewer 

▪ Out-of-school suspension and expulsions 
of more than 10 days 

▪ Total disciplinary removals, including in-
school and out-of-school suspensions, 
expulsions, and removals by school 
personnel to an interim alternative 
education setting and removals by a 
hearing officer 
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Texas 
Determinations
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The Risk Ratio Threshold
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Texas Determination Levels
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Leaders and 
Educators 
Addressing 
Disproportionality in 
Special Education
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LEADS—Universal Resources 

 Overrepresentation of Asian Students in the Category of Autism 
(white paper and webinar; Spring 2023) 

 Addressing Significant Disproportionality: Toolkit for 
Administrators (Spring 2023)
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Intermediate 
Supports
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Intermediate Support for SD1 and SD2 Districts 

Date Time Session description 
February 13, 2023 8:30 a.m.– 

12:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Significant Disproportionality 
The Importance of Connecting With All Children to Prevent and 
Reduce Disproportionality by Dr. Rosemarie Allen 

February 21, 2023 3:00–4:30 p.m. Exploring Practices: Identification and Placement 

March 9, 2023 3:00–4:30 p.m. Exploring Practices: Discipline and Restorative Practices 

March 28, 2023 3:00–4:30 p.m. Authentic Stakeholder Engagement 

April 10, 2023 3:00–4:30 p.m. Turning Action Plans Into Long-Term Policy and Practice 

For workshop information, contact Janice Keizer at jkeizer@air.org.
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2023 Community of Practice for Districts in SD1 and SD2 

Date Time Discussion Topic 

April 11, 
2023 

3:00–4:15 p.m. Orientation to the Community of 
Practice: Where to Begin 

June 13, 
2023 

3:00–4:15 p.m. Principles of Implementation Science 
(focus on the use of evidence-based 
interventions and implementation 
through intentional policy and practice) 

August 15, 
2023 

3:00–4:15 p.m. From the Field: Learning from Others 
Who Have Successfully Addressed SD in 
Their Local Education Agency (LEA)
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Comprehensive 
Supports
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Comprehensive Supports 

Who LEAs that are SD3 

When Recruiting now! 

What Intensive training on SD, facilitated root-
cause analysis, action plan development, 
dedicated LEADS expert coach, inclusion in 
our comprehensive community of practice, 
and access to a panel of national experts 
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Comprehensive Supports  

Interested? Contact Steven Prater at sprater@air.org.
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2023 Community of Practice for Districts in SD3 

Date Time Discussion topic 
March 7, 2023 3:00–4:15 p.m. Orientation to the Community of Practice: Where to 

Begin 
May 9, 2023 3:00–4:15 p.m. Principles of Implementation Science (focus on the 

use of evidence-based interventions and 
implementation through intentional policy and 
practice) 

June 20, 2023 3:00–4:15 p.m. Principles of Improvement Science (focus on 
evaluation of implementation efforts to address SD) 

August 8, 2023 3:00–4:15 p.m. Turning Action Plans into Long-Term Policy and 
Practice
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Texas LEADS Contacts 

Support services Contact 

2023 addressing SD workshop series for LEAs designated as SD1 
and SD2 

Janice Keizer 
jkeizer@air.org 

Communities of practice Janice Keizer 
jkeizer@air.org 

Comprehensive training and technical support for LEAs 
designated as SD3 

Steven Prater 
sprater@air.org 

Questions and comments about the Texas LEADS initiative support@txleads.org
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Other Supports 
Available 

23



Texas Education Agency Website 

Check the Texas Education 
Agency SD website often for 
information about SD as well as 
LEADS initiative updates. 
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Education Service Centers 

Universal Supports 
 General SD 101 trainings will be 

offered throughout the state. 
 Engage with Education Service 

Centers (ESCs) and your ESC liaisons. 

25



References 

Munk, Tom, Nancy O’Hara, and Lee Anne Sulzberger. 2020. 
Examining Representation: Over, Under, or Both. Rockville, MD: 
Westat. 

U.S. Department of Education. (2016). 38th Annual Report to 
Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, 2016. 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED572027.pdf

26

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED572027.pdf


1400 Crystal Drive, 10th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22202-3289
202.403.5000
www.air.org

Evaluation

27



1400 Crystal Drive, 10th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22202-3289 
202.403.5000 
www.air.org

Thank You 
Copyright © 2023. Texas Education Agency. 

All Rights Reserved. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the right to reproduce the 
copyrighted work is granted to Texas public school districts, 

Texas charter schools, and Texas education service centers for 
non-profit educational use within the state of Texas, and to 

residents of the state of Texas for their own personal, non-profit 
educational use, and provided further that no charge is made 

for such reproduced materials other than to cover the out-of-pocket 
cost of reproduction and distribution. No other rights, 

express or implied, are granted hereby. 

28


	Overview of Supports for LEAs Addressing Significant Disproportionality
	Agenda
	Meet the Presenters
	Significant Disproportionality
	Significant Disproportionality
	Disproportionality in Discipline

	Texas Determinations
	The Risk Ratio Threshold
	Texas Determination Levels

	Leaders and Educators Addressing Disproportionality in Special Education
	LEADS—Universal Resources

	Intermediate Supports
	Intermediate Support for SD1 and SD2 Districts
	2023 Community of Practice for Districts in SD1 and SD2

	Comprehensive Supports
	Comprehensive Supports
	Comprehensive Supports
	2023 Community of Practice for Districts in SD3
	Texas LEADS Contacts

	Other Supports Available
	Texas Education Agency Website
	Education Service Centers
	References

	Evaluation
	Thank You



