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General Information 
 

This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for grade 3. It is intended to be 

used alongside the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing released test. Each question is 
identified as it appears on the released test (question is referred to as "item" in the rubric).  

 
The responses you see in this guide are student responses to a writing prompt submitted 

online during the testing window. A range of responses are included to show the progression 
of student writing from lower score points to higher score points. The response images are 

as the students typed them. 

  
The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of 

the rubric is applied to each response to determine a score. A response earns a specific 
score point, based on the characteristics in that particular response. The proficiency level of 

the student is determined by the accumulated score across a series of multiple choice and 
written responses. The annotation establishes the link between a response and the 

associated score point. An individual response does not necessarily reflect a student’s 
proficiency level but reflects one piece of data that contributes to the determination of the 

student’s proficiency level.  
  

The TELPAS proficiency level descriptors (PLDs) for writing and the writing rubric for grades 
2 and 3 are included in this guide for your reference.  

  

NOTE: For scoring purposes, each constructed response is human scored by two scorers 

using the 4-point writing rubric, and both of the scores for each constructed response are 

added to calculate the student's raw score (2–8) for that item. 
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Grade 3 Writing Questions and Scored Responses 
 

Question 19 
 

 
 
 

Prompt 

 
• Describe each of the animals you see. 

• Write about where and how these animals live. 

• Explain the ways these animals are the same and the ways they are different. 
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Score Point 1 

 

Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer’s vocabulary consists primarily of high-frequency words, and more precise 

vocabulary often suffers from significant errors in spelling that significantly impact 

comprehension, to the point where deciphering multiple words is quite difficult. Errors in 

grammar, in addition to spelling, frequently impede understanding as well. The sentence 

structures are simplistic and mostly run together. The writer attempts to provide some minor 

detail by describing the two pictures in the prompt, but the words are not always clear to the 

reader. Despite an attempt to more completely address the prompt, the writer demonstrates a 

minimal ability to respond with written English. 

 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer responds to the prompt with only a few phrases. The word choice displays very little 

range of vocabulary, and the occasional difficulty of choosing the correct word (“on a ram”). 

The sentence structures are incomplete and lack verbs, and the level of detail provided is 

limited to a basic description of the prompt stimulus. Overall, the writer only demonstrates a 

minimal ability to communicate through written English.   
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Score Point 2 

 

Response 1 

 

 

 

In this response, the writer shows a limited ability to respond to the prompt. The vocabulary is 

simple and repetitive as are the sentence structures (“toucan lives . . . turtle lives”, “there are 

the same . . . there are different”). Errors in spelling and grammar are present, but do not 

overly interfere with comprehension such as the writer using “there are” instead of “they are.” 

The lack of transitional words or phrases causes the response to lack cohesion, and the writer’s 

attempts to include some relevant details do not go beyond simple answers to the prompt 

directives.   

 

 

Response 2 

 

 

 

In this response, the writer’s vocabulary is mostly simple and lacks a broader range of 

academic language, and the writer occasionally struggles to find the correct word, for example, 

“about” instead of “between” in the first sentence. Spelling errors are common but only 

sometimes impede understanding, and grammar and usage errors are similarly present but do 

not impact the reader’s understanding of the writing. The writer uses the present tense with 

heavy reliance on a few basic verbs (“is,” “can”), but displays the ability to craft compound 

sentences. In addition, the writer provides a few simple sequencing words to help form some 

cohesion between ideas (“anothe diffrens,” “another thing”) but provides few details. Overall, 

the writer communicates in a limited manner, earning a score point 2. 
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Score Point 3 
 

Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer of this response shows a moderate variety and range of grade-appropriate social 

language and uses rhetorical questions to engage the reader. However, the writer does not 

offer much precise or academic language. The spelling is not problematic, and the response 

contains a few grammatical and usage errors that, while distracting, do not impede the 

reader’s understanding of the writing. The writer uses compound and complex sentences 

effectively and occasionally attempts to add some simple transitional words and phrases (“So 

they”) to connect ideas. The writer includes some details to explain the ideas. However, the 

presentation can be repetitive at times (“a turtle spends most of his life in the water”, “the 

turtle lives in the water”, “turtles live in the water right?”). Overall, the writing reflects the 

writer’s emerging ability to craft an original message.   
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer demonstrates an emerging ability to address the writing task. The response contains 

a moderate variety and range of vocabulary, including some precise and academic language 

(“light brown color,” “with their beak”). Errors in spelling, usage, and grammar are uncommon 

and do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writer’s ideas. While the writer can 

use more complex sentences successfully, most of the sentences start in a similar way (“The 

bird,” “The turtle”), and the lack of transitional words and phrases weakens the connections 

between ideas as the writer moves back and forth discussing the bird and the turtle. The writer 

provides relevant details about both animals (“orange, black, and white,” “swims very slowly”) 

that add clarity but repeats some of the ideas (“can fly,” “can swim”). Overall, the writer 

conveys the intended message and earns a score point 3.   
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer shows a moderate range of language, including some academic 

language (“Sun Zone floor,” “forests and jungles”). Spelling and grammar errors are 

uncommon, and the ones that occur do not impede understanding. The writer has produced 

sentence structures that show some complexity, featuring a few compound sentences and 

sentences used to contrast the turtle and toucan (“Toucans have big beaks, but Turtles have 

big shells”). However, the infrequent use of any transitional words or phrases contributes to 

the somewhat repetitive nature of the response. The writer provides an expanded explanation 

about turtles (“The Turtle is swimming . . . other sea animals”) and offers some good details 

(“diffrerent colors,” “big shells,” “both start with the letter T”) that add clarity to the writing. 

However, several ideas are repeated throughout the response (“live in the ocean,” “lives in the 

sea”). Overall, this response reflects the emerging ability of the writer to craft an intended 

message in response to the prompt.   
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

The writer of this response displays some range of grade-appropriate language which includes 

more academic language (“big flippers,” “rainforest,” “insects”). There are only a few minor 

errors in spelling and grammar which do not impact the reader’s understanding of the writing. 

The sentence structures are clear overall and show some emerging proficiency with the use of 

advanced sentence structures. However, the sentences lack transitional words and phrases to 

better connect the ideas being presented. The writer includes specific and relevant details (“a 

beak and wings,” “hard shell to protect it,” “both lay eggs”) that describe the animals more 

fully and completely. Overall, the writer displays an emerging ability to write in English and 

earns a score point 3.   
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Score Point 4 

 

Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer of this response uses a good range of language, both social and academic, and 

correctly uses precise language appropriate to the prompt. Very few errors in grammar, usage, 

and spelling occur, and the ones that do are minor and do not affect the reader’s 

understanding of the writing. The writer’s use of advanced sentence structures supports the 

connections between ideas. The response is organized though it does not have much in the 

way of transitional words or phrases. The writer includes more descriptive details such as 

(“sword like arms”) as well as more technical language such as (“species”) or (“reptile”) along 

with other specific details (“eat coral,” “black and white feathers”) about both animals that add 

clarity to the writing. Overall, the writer performs at a level similar to native English-speaking 

peers.   
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Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer of this response shows a wide range of social and academic vocabulary and uses 

precise word choice consistently and effectively throughout the response (“powerful shell,” 

“predators,” “jungles and rainforests,” “Criticly endangered”). The writer even engages the 

reader with a rhetorical question at the end. Errors in spelling, grammar, and usage errors are 

uncommon and do not impede understanding. The writer uses some advanced sentence 

structures to show the relationship among ideas, but transitional words and phrases are 

lacking. The writer supplies specific details and information about the animals to add clarity to 

the writing. The writer demonstrates a proficiency with written English comparable to native 

English-speaking peers.   
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Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer shows the ability to clearly address the prompt.  The word choice 

shows an appropriate range of grade-appropriate language including academic language 

(“different biomes,” “dangerous creatures”). Errors in spelling, grammar, and usage are few 

and do not impede understanding. The writer uses the simple present tense throughout, and 

some advanced sentence structures help show the relationship between ideas. However, the 

writer does not make much use of transitional words and phrases. Specific details and 

information throughout the response help the writer fully explain the ideas presented. Overall, 

the writer’s skill with written English is similar to that of native English-speaking peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide 
Grade 3 

Spring 2023 15 

 
Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 

 

In this response, the writer shows a clear ability to respond to the writing task appropriately. 

The response contains a variety and range of grade-appropriate language, including some 

descriptive (“dry land”) and academic (“species,” “ecosystem”) language. There are some 

minor spelling errors (“tipes,” “breath” instead of breathe), but they do not impede 

understanding. While some word choice and grammatical errors are noticeable (“on different 

places,” “make a roll”) they do not interfere with comprehensibility. The writer uses transitional 

words and phrases throughout the response (“For example,” “Also”) which help to progress the 

flow of ideas. The sentence structures show complexity and variety. The writer provides 

specific details throughout the response and occasionally elaborates to fully explain the idea. 

This helps the writer to clearly convey the intended message to the reader. The writer 

demonstrates a proficiency with written English comparable to native English-speaking peers.  

 

 

 



16 

 

TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide  

Grade 3 

Spring 2023 

Question 26 
 

 
 
 

Prompt 

 
• Describe when and where this story took place. 
• Tell about what the characters did in each picture and how they did it. 
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Score Point 1 

 

Response 1 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer is only able to demonstrate a minimal ability to respond to the 

writing task. The response contains frequent errors in grammar and usage that interfere with 

the reader’s understanding, including incorrect verb forms (“is get,” “is help”). The sentence 

structures in the response are very simple and repetitive. The writer displays only a very 

limited and minimal range of vocabulary, which is further hampered by certain words being 

difficult to understand due to spelling errors and/or borrowing from the writer’s first language 

(“deme cooks,” “get the gest”). A strength of this response is that the writer includes a little 

detail and sequencing. This is not enough, however, to elevate the response to a higher score 

point. 

 
 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer of this response demonstrates only a minimal ability to respond to the writing task 

using English. The response consists of mostly high-frequency words and phrases, and errors 

occur throughout the response, interfering significantly with understanding the writer’s 

intended message (“he ask is mom is they can make cookiys”). Additionally, the sentence 

structures are simple, and the writer provides minimal detail. Overall, the weight of the errors 

in this minimal response is too great to assign a higher score point.   
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Response 1 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer addresses the writing task in a limited way. The response consists 

of simple sentences written in the present tense which briefly describe each picture of the 

prompt. There are relatively few grammar or usage errors, but the writer does misuse words 

(“INTO THE OVEN BAKERY”) and omits articles (“EAT [the] COOKIES”). The writer includes a 

very basic attempt at sequencing throughout the response (“1ST,” “2ND,” “3RD,” “4TH”) and 

adds only a small amount of detail drawn directly from the prompt image without adding 

original detail to further develop the story. The word choice is repetitive and limited overall.   
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Score Point 2, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

The writer of this response demonstrates the ability to respond to the writing task in a limited 

way. The response contains frequent grammar and usage errors that sometimes impede 

comprehension. This is especially noticeable with the inconsistency of verb tenses as the writer 

either shifts tenses frequently or does not have the proficiency to correctly form the past tense 

of many verbs (“whin the cookies were ready they eat them”). The writer includes vocabulary 

to sequence events (“so they help,” “and then”) and shows some specificity in word choice 

(“homework,” “ingridients”), but spelling errors are present and sometimes impede 

understanding (“One sopont a time . . .”). In addition, the sentence boundaries are 

uncontrolled and frequently run together. Although the writer provides some details to develop 

the story, such as information about the characters (“boy name Jack and he was good boy 

because”; “his sister name Jakey and she said MEE TOOO!”), the response has too many errors 

to earn a higher score point.   
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Response 1 

 

 
 

The writer demonstrates the ability to expand the narrative more fully beyond the basic 
elements in the prompt by using a moderate range of vocabulary throughout the response and 

successfully incorporating precise vocabulary to add clarity to the story (“flouer,” “suger”). 

Spelling errors are somewhat common but do not interfere much with comprehension, and 
grammar errors are less frequent, though still present, and do not impede understanding. The 

sentence structures are varied and include some more complex sentences, which help show the 
connections between ideas. Evidence of sequencing and organization is also present not only 

through the use of sequencing words (“begening,” “middel,” “end”) but also through the use of 
some transitional words (“Then they . . .”). Overall, the writer displays an emerging ability to 

use written English to craft an original message. 
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer uses grade-appropriate social language to address the writing task. 

The word choice reflects a moderate range of language with some precise language on occasion 

(“continue,” “smell so good”) and rarely do any errors in spelling occur. The sentence 

structures are clear and concise, though they do not show much complexity. The writer 

provides some relevant details (“Sam and Sarah,” “Sam is hungry”) which adds some clarity to 

the story and appropriately sequences events through the use of transitional words and 

phrases (“then go,” “so good that they ask,” “Finally,” “When the finsh”). Overall, the writer 

demonstrates the ability to use written English to tell an original story about making cookies.   

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

The writer of this response uses a moderate range of vocabulary with some precise word choice 

(“delicious treat”), and most words are spelled correctly. The sentence structures demonstrate 

the writer’s developing ability to create more complex sentences. The story is written in the 

past tense, but errors in some past tense forms of verbs are quite noticeable though they do 

not interfere with comprehension (“maked,” “tooked”). The sentences show the connections 

between ideas and help to progress the story through the appropriate use of sequencing words 

and phrases (“So,” “when”). Overall, the writer displays the ability to use written English to tell 

an original story about making cookies. 
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Score Point 3, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

The writer shows a moderate range of language with some precise vocabulary (“chocolate 

chips,” “yummy”). Spelling errors are uncommon, and the usage errors do not impede the 

reader’s understanding of the writing. There is some inconsistency with verb tense as the 

writer starts in past tense but does not maintain this tense (“was hungry and he wants to eat 

cookies”). The sentence structures are clear and show an emerging control over more complex 

sentences. The writer uses some simple words and phrases to sequence the events of the story 

(“First,” “After that,” “At the end”) and does so effectively. The writer includes enough detail to 

add some clarity to the writing (“mixing up the butter,” “on the tray”). Overall, the writer 

displays the ability to use written English to tell an original story about making cookies. 
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Response 1 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer uses vocabulary that is frequently precise and occasionally 

evocative (“Monday treat,” “gave them a little wink”). Some notable errors in spelling and 

grammar are present, such as using “told” instead of “asked,” though they do not impede 

understanding. The writer uses the past tense successfully throughout most of the response, 

including both regular and irregular verb forms. The sentence structures are clear and contain 

few errors, and the writer shows control of more complicated structures such as compound 

sentences and the use of dialogue and quotation marks. Overall, the writer narrates in detail 

and shows a proficiency with many aspects of written English that are similar to native English-

speaking peers.   
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Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 2 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer demonstrates an appropriate range of language including some 

more precise language related to baking (“batter,” “choclate chips,” “silver tray”). This also 

adds a level of detail to the story that allows the writer to narrate the events more clearly. The 

writing, as a whole, is fluent and contains few errors in spelling or grammar. The sentence 

structures contribute to this through their clarity and complexity. The writer uses both the 

future tense and past tense, switching between them at a logical point, the beginning of the 

story, and uses the correct forms of verbs throughout the rest of the response. Similarly, the 

appropriate use of transitional words and phrases (“One day,” “When”) helps to sequence the 

events of the story clearly and smoothly. Overall, the writer performs at a level comparable to 

native English-speaking peers.   
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Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 3 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer displays a wide range of language, mostly social, which establishes 
a voice and tone for the characters and the story. The few errors in spelling and grammar do 

not impede the reader’s understanding of the writing, and the sentence structures show variety 
and complexity. This includes the relatively advanced task of incorporating large portions of 

dialogue into the story without the dialogue becoming confusing. The story contains descriptive 

details throughout that forms a full narrative. The writer includes appropriate transitional words 
and phrases, giving the story clear sequencing and a sense of action. Overall, this writer shows 

a strong proficiency with written English comparable to native English-speaking peers.   
 
 



TELPAS Writing Scoring Guide 
Grade 3 

Spring 2023 26 

 
Score Point 4, continued 

 

Response 4 

 

 
 

In this response, the writer takes the unique approach of explaining how to make cookies 

instead of developing the narrative with the pictures from the prompt stimulus. The word 

choice in this response shows good range of vocabulary and establishes a deliberate tone that 

mimics a cooking show by using specific vocabulary (“mix all of the ingredients together,” 

“non-stick spray”). Errors in spelling and grammar are rare and do not impede understanding. 

The sentence structures are clear and directly mimic a specific speaking pattern by including a 

variety of sentence lengths and even adding extra punctuation such as ellipses or exclamation 

marks to convey pauses and excitement. The writer includes plentiful and specific details to 

fully and clearly convey the intended message. Despite not addressing the prompt in the 

expected manner, the writer has crafted a story that is clearly engaging with the prompt and 

compares favorably with the writing of native English-speaking peers.   
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