
Summative Grade 8 Social Studies Answer Key  

Item 
Position 

Item Type TEKS 
Maximum 
Number 
of Points 

Correct Answer(s) 
Reporting 
Category 

Readiness or 
Supporting 

1 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.25.C 1 A 2 Readiness 

2 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.5.C 1 C 1 Readiness 

3 Multipart 8.24.A 2 C, D 2 Readiness 

4 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.4.D 1 D 1 Readiness 

5 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.12.B 1 B 4 Readiness 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.2.A 1 D 1 Readiness 

7 
Short 

Constructed 
Response 

8.4.A 2 See Appendix 1.1 1 Readiness 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.15.C 1 A 3 Readiness 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.8.B 1 D 1 Readiness 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.11.A 1 C 2 Readiness 

11 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.13.B 1 D 4 Readiness 

12 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.10.A 1 D 2 Supporting 

13 
Drag and 

Drop 
8.15.B 2 

All states had to approve 
amendments. States coined 

their own money. 
See Appendix 1.2 

3 Supporting 

14 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.9.C 1 B 1 Readiness 

15 
Inline 

Choice 
8.3.C 2 

experiences of individuals, 
democratic feelings  

See Appendix 1.3 
1 Supporting 

16 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.14.A 1 D 4 Supporting 

17 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.8.C 1 B 1 Readiness 

18 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.28.B 1 C 4 Supporting 

19 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.1.A 1 C 1 Readiness 

20 
Drag and 

Drop 
8.23.E 2 

Harriet Beecher Stowe: 

Wrote about the hardships 

of slavery, Dorothea Dix: 

Worked to improve 

conditions for the mentally 

ill, Elizabeth Cady Stanton: 

2 Supporting 



Led efforts to promote 

women’s right to vote 

See Appendix 1.4 

21 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.6.B 1 B 1 Readiness 

22 Multiselect 8.18.B 2 
B, E 

See Appendix 1.5 
3 Supporting 

23 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.17.B 1 A 3 Readiness 

24 Multipart 8.17.A 2 B, D 3 Readiness 

25 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.3.A 1 A 1 Readiness 

26 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.26.B 1 B 2 Supporting 

27 
Drag and 

Drop 
8.15.D 2 

Legislative Branch: Makes 
laws, Declares war, 

Executive Branch: Enforces 
the laws, Commands 
armed forces, Judicial 

Branch: Interprets the laws, 
Declares laws 

unconstitutional 
See Appendix 1.6 

3 Readiness 

28 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.23.A 1 D 2 Readiness 

29 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.20.B 1 C 3 Supporting 

30 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.6.C 1 D 1 Readiness 

31 
Short 

Constructed 
Response 

8.14.B 2 See Appendix 1.7 4 Supporting 

32 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.24.B 1 A 2 Readiness 

33 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.7.D 1 C 1 Supporting 

34 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.10.C 1 D 2 Readiness 

35 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.4.C 1 A 1 Readiness 

36 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.12.A 1 D 4 Supporting 

37 Hot Text 8.22.A 1 

history and experience 
prove that foreign 

influence is one of the most 
[harmful enemies] of 

Republican Government 
See Appendix 1.8 

3 Supporting 

38 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.21.B 1 C 3 Supporting 

39 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.8.D 1 C 1 Supporting 



Select TWO of the following issues. How was each issue a cause of the American Revolution? 

• Proclamation of 1763 

• The Stamp Act 

Lack of representation in Parliament 

• British economic policies following the French and Indian War 

Think about the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the box provided. 

Score Description 

Score two points for correct answers that include references to any two: 

Proclamation of 1763: 

■ The British restricted/prevented westward expansion and settlement. 

Stamp Act: 

■ All colonists had to pay taxes on documents and paper. 

2 ■ Taxes had to be paid in silver, which was difficult to acquire, 

Unfair taxation/lack of representation in Parliament: 

1 Colonists had to pay taxes that were created by a government in which they did not have 

representation. 

British economic policies following the French and Indian War: 

■ The British used taxes from the colonies to pay off debt from the war. 

The response provides only half of the correct details. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

40 
Multiple 
Choice 

8.7.B 1 B 1 Supporting 
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Select TWO of t he fo llow ing issues. How was each issue a ca use of the Amer ica n Revo llution? 

• Procla mat ion of 1763 

• The Stam p Act 

• Lack of represen tat ion in Pa rliament 

• Brit ish economic policies fo llowing the French and Indian Wa r 

Think about the question careful ly. Then en ter your answer in t he box provided . 

# Chars 0/475 

Score: 

Rubric 

Score Description 

Score two points for correct answ ers that includ e references to any two: 

Proclamatio n of 1763 : 

• The British restricted/prevented westward expansion and settlement. 

Stamp Act: 

• All co lo nist s had t o pay t axes o n docu ments and pape r. 

2 • Taxes had to be paid in silver, which was difficullt t o acquire. 

Unfair taxation/lack of representation in Parl iament: 

• Colonists had to pay t axes that were c reated by a governm ent iin which they d id not have 

representation. 

Britisn economic pol ic ies fol low ing tne French and Indian War: 

• The Briti sh used t axes from the colonies to pay off debt from the war. 

1 The respo nse provides only ha lf of t he correct de ta ils. 

0 The response is inco rrect m irre levant. 



Which weaknesses are associated with the Articles of Confederation? 

Move the correct answers to the box. Not all answers will be used. 

All states had to approve amendments. 

The one-house legislature was based on population. 

The central government held too much power. 

States coined their own money. 

Slavery was banned in the Northwest Territory. 

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 

All states had to approve amendments, 

States coined their own money, 

Choose the correct answer from each drop-down menu to complete the sentences. 

The First Great Awakening of the 1730s and 1740s focused on the experiences of individuals 

contributed to the spread of democratic feelings throughout the colonies. 

These contributions were made by leading reformers in U.S. history. 

Move each contribution to the correct reformer. Not all answers will be used. 

Led efforts to promote women's right to vote 

Worked to improve conditions for the mentally ill 

Argued for universal access to education 

Wrote about the hardships of slavery 

This movement 

Wrote about the hardships of I Worked to improve conditions for the 

slavery mentally ill 

Led efforts to promote women's 

right to vote 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

Which weaknesses are associated wit h the Art icles of Confederation? 

Move t he correct answers to the box . Not all answers will be used . 

Al states had to approve amendments. 

err tory 

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 

! _All_ states_ had to_ approve_ amendments. _ _] 

! _ States_ coined t heir _own _ money. _ _! 

Choose Lhe Lurrecl d11swer r ru m <:ad, J roµ -J ovm 111e 11u Lu curr,p l<:le Ure se11 l e11c<:s . 

I he Hrst Great Awakening of the 1 n us und l/4Us focused on the · experiences of individuals ~]. I his movement 

contributed to t he spread ot [ democrat ic teelings ~] throughout t he colonies. 

T l112se w 11l1iuulio11s w<:1e r11 atl e 1.,y l .ac1tl i11y reru, mer,; i11 U.S. l ri;;l u1y. 

Move Bod i cu11Lr ibu liu11 Lu Lhe cu, r '=t.l rerurmer. Nol all ,msw.ars will be usetl . 

Harriet Beecher Stowe Dorothea Dix Elizabeth Cady stanton 

I Wrot~ ilho11t t h~ hnnishiris of 

j _s lavery-············--·····················~ 



This excerpt is from the U.S. Constitution. 

The Congress shall have Power , , 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States. 

-U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

How did the U.S. Supreme Court interpret this article in Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)? 

Select TWO correct answers. 

□ States may control commerce within their borders that involves foreign countri 

□ States may be subject to federal regulation in matters of commerce. 

States may possess the power to regulate interstate commerce. 

States may pass legislation that restricts interstate commerce. 

□ States may regulate commerce within their own borders. 

Which powers does the U.S. Constitution give to each branch of government? 

Move each constitutional power to the correct branch of government. 

Interprets the laws Declares wars Commands armed forces Declares laws unconstitutional 

Enforces the laws Makes the laws 

Legislative Branch Executive Branch 

Makes the laws Enforces the laws 

Declares wars Commands armed forces 

Judicial Branch 

Interprets the laws 

Declares laws unconstitutional 

1.5 

1.6

This excerpt is from t he U.S. Constit ut ion . 

The Congress shall have Power .. . 

To reg ulate Commerce wit h foreign Nat ions, and among the several States. 

- U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

How did t he U. S. Supreme Court interpret t his article in Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)? 

Select TWO correct answers. 

0 States may control com merce w ithin their borders t hat involves foreign count ries. 

~ States may be subject to federal reg ulat ion in mat ters of com merce. 

0 States may possess t he power to reg ulate interstate commerce . 

0 States may pass legislation t hat rest rict s interstate com merce . 

~ States may regulate com merce wit hin t heir ow n borders. 

Whic:h pnwP.rs rl m~s t hP. l J.S . r.o n~t itut io n givP. t o P.nr:h b r;;nc:h nf \)CJVP.rn m Pnt? 

Move each constit ut ional power to the correct branch of government. 

Interprets L>cclarc!. war;; 

[nfor 

Legislat ive Branch Execut ive Bra nc h Jud icial Branch 

i Mal<eG the laws 1 
' ; 

f Enforces the laws j Interprets t he laws ! 

[ Declares wars i 
~ ·' 

i Com mands arm ed forces i 
: ' 

Declares laws unconst it utional ! 



This list describes circumstances in New England in 1816. 

The Year without a Summer, 1816 

• Volcanic eruptions in Asia caused weather changes around the globe 

• New England experienced a summer with very cold temperatures. 

• Crops failed across the region. 

Based on the list and your knowledge of the U.S. free-enterprise system, what happened to the price of wheat in 

1816 AND why? 

Think about the questions carefully. Then enter your answer to BOTH questions in the box provided. 

Score: 

Rubric 

Score Description 

2 

Score two points for correct answers that include a reference to both: 

Price of wheat: 

The price of wheat went up. 

Wheat was more expensive. 

Reason price increased: 

When there was less wheat, more people wanted to buy it, so sellers raised their prices 

When there was less wheat, it had to be imported from other areas, so the price 

increased. 

The response provides only half of the correct details. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

1.7 

 

 

This list describes circumstances in New England in 1816. 

The Year w ithout a Summer, 1816 

• Volcanic er upt ions in Asia caused weat her changes a round t he globe . 

• New Eng land experienced a sum m er with very cold t emperat ures. 

• Crops fa iled across t he region. 

Based on the list and your knowledge of the U.S. free-enterprise sy st em, what happened t o t he price o f wheat in 
1816 AND why? 

Think about t he q uestions carefully. Then ent er your answer to BOTH questions in t he box provided. 

# Chars 01475 

Score: 

Rubric 

Score Description 

Score two points for correct answers that include a reference to both: 

Price of wheat : 

• The price of wheat went up. 

• Wheat was more expensive. 
2 

Reason price increased: 
• When there was less wheat, more people wanted to buy it, so sellers raised t heir prices. 

• When t here was less wheat, it had to be import ed from ot her areas, so the price 

increased. 

1 The response provides only half of the correct details. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 



1.8 

 

This excerpt is from George Washington's Farewell Address in 1796. 

Which phrase from t he excerpt demonst rates President Washington's recomm endat ion t hat t he United States should 
avoid permanent all iances? 

Select the correct answer. 

The nam e of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity , must always [ praise] the j ust pride of 
Patriotism . . . 

Of all the . . . habit s which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality are indispensable supports . 

Promote t hen as an object of prim ary im portance, Institutions for t he general diffusion of knowledge . . . . 

As a very important source of st rength & security, cherish public credit. One m ethod of preserving i t is t o use it as 

[ rarely] as possible .. . . 

. . A free people ought to be constantly awake; since history and experience prove that foreign influence is one o 
t • .. I I . . . ,. 

- George Washington 's Farewell Address, September 19, 1796 

This excerpt is from George Washington's Farewell Address in 1796. 

Which phrase from the excerpt demonstrates President Washington's recommendation that the United States should 

avoid permanent alliances? 

Select the correct answer. 

The name of American, which belongs to you, in your national cap 

Patriotism. 

, must always [praise] the just pride of 

Of all the habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality are indispensable suppl 

Promote then as an object of primary importance, Institutions for the general diffusion of knowli 

As a very important source of strength & security, cherish public c I 

[rarely] as possible. 

. A free people ought to be constantly awake; since 

[the most [harmful enemies] of Republican Government" 

One method of preserving it is to use it as 

-George Washington's Farewell Address, September 19, 1796 
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