
State of Texas 
Assessments of 

Academic Readiness
Alternate 2

STAAR
Alterna te  2

®

GRADE 8 
Social Studies 

STAAR Alternate 2

Administered April 2016

RELEASED
Copyright © 2016, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions of this work is prohibited without express written permission from the Texas Education Agency.





SOCIAL STUDIES





1

Enchanted Rock

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 P
ar

ks
 a

nd
 W

ild
lif

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
©

 2
01

4



2a

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 P
ar

ks
 a

nd
 W

ild
lif

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
©

 2
01

4

Enchanted Rock
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Lake Texoma

©
 M

ar
vi

n 
S
te

llj
es

/D
re

am
st

im
e.

co
m



3a

©
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m
/Y

en
w

en
 L

u



3b

island volcano canyon
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North Central
Plains

Coastal
Plains

Mountains
and Basins

• Dry climate
• Hard to farm
• Mostly desert
• Has cacti
• Few people live 

there
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visit 
exhibits at
a museum

vote in
a local
election

meet a
friend
for lunch
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City News

Susan B. Anthony Helps
Women Gain Voting Rights

City News

Cesar Chavez Fights for
Rights of Farmworkers

City News

New President Chosen
by the People
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Citizens cannot change laws in communities.

Citizens have few individual freedoms.

Citizens can cause changes in government.
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Origami Lei Piñata

paper folded 
into a shape 

a necklace 
made of 
flowers

a decoration 
filled with 
small toys 
and candy
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Juneteenth
Houston, Texas

June 19
3 P.M. to 6 P.M.

Traditional songs
Parade and speakers

Celebrate
African American 

freedom

Cinco de Mayo
San Antonio, Texas

May 5
6 P.M. to 8 P.M.

Folklórico dancers
Traditional music

Experience Mexican
heritage and pride

Oktoberfest
Fredericksburg,

Texas
October 2

1 P.M. to 5 P.M.

German food
Arts and crafts

Observe German
customs and 
traditions
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Texans use marching bands and 
music in parades to celebrate. 

Texans celebrate customs from 
different cultural groups.

Texans do arts and crafts during 
all celebrations.
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Houston,
Texas

New York City,
New York
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People can spend less money on 
transportation costs.

People can work farther away 
from home.

People can live in large cities with 
better air quality.
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Bake sale

Talent show

Ways to Earn
Money

Number of
Votes

1

Car wash
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For Soldiers

Community Service
Project

Clean the
neighborhood
park

Read books to
elementary
students

Collect
donated items
for soldiers

Number of
Votes
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register to vote and find out about 
the candidates and issues

complete a ballot and watch election 
results on the news

pay for the right to vote and tell 
others who to vote for
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