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Overview

Purpose

The goal of State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) accommodations is
to ensure that each student can interact appropriately with the content, presentation, and
response modes of the state assessments. In order to meet this goal, STAAR accessibility
features and designated supports are designed to allow all examinees to demonstrate their
knowledge of the content being assessed without the format of the assessment, the non-
tested language, or the type of response needed to answer the questions being barriers. The
various accessibility features and designated supports made available on STAAR online and
paper assessments are also designed to be the same as or similar to the designated supports
commonly used during classroom instruction.

For STAAR and STAAR Spanish, accommodations fall into three categories: accessibility
features, locally-approved designated supports, and designated supports requiring Texas
Education Agency (TEA) approval. It is important to refer to the individual designated support
policy documents in the Accommodations section of the District and Campus Coordinator
Resources for comprehensive information about the procedures and materials in each
category.

Accessibility Features

Accessibility features may be provided to students based on their needs. In general, these
procedures and materials are available to any student who regularly benefits from their use
during classroom instruction; however, a student may NOT be required to use them during a
state assessment. District or campus testing coordinators are responsible for ensuring that
test administrators understand the proper implementation of these procedures and use of
these materials. In some cases, a student may need to complete the assessment in a separate
setting to eliminate distractions to other students and to ensure that the security and
confidentiality of the assessments are maintained.

Locally-Approved Designated Supports

Locally-approved designated supports may be made available without TEA approval to
students who meet eligibility criteria. The use of these designated supports should be based
on the eligibility criteria and aimed at addressing a student’s consistent academic struggle in a
specific area even after intensive instruction and remediation. Eligibility is determined by the
appropriate team at the campus level as indicated in each policy document.

The decision to use a designated support during a state assessment should be made on an
individual student basis and should take into consideration the student’s needs and whether
the student routinely receives that designated support during classroom instruction and
classroom testing. This does not mean that the designated support must be used every day

STAAR Accommodations Educator Guide 5


https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210041/Accommodations

during instruction but that:

e the student has used the support often enough during classroom instruction and
testing that the student can use it independently during the state assessment
(independent use applies to some designated supports [e.g., calculation aids] but
might not apply to others [e.g., oral administration]), and

e the accommodation has been proven to be effective in meeting the student’s specific
needs as evidenced by student scores or teacher observations with and without
accommodation use.

Designated Supports Requiring TEA Approval

For designated supports requiring TEA approval, district personnel must submit an
Accommodation Request Form in the Administration and Security Forms module in the Test
Information Distribution Engine (TIDE). Accommodation Request Forms must be submitted in
TIDE by the due dates listed in the Calendar of Events to allow committee members the ability
to process and review requests, as well as to communicate to district personnel the
appropriate procedures for administering a TEA-approved designated support. For
circumstances that require a designated support request but occur after this time (e.g., newly
enrolled student, medical emergency, updated admission, review, and dismissal [ARD]
committee decision), the district coordinator should contact the Student Assessment Division
at (512) 463-9536 and ask to speak to a member of the Accommodations Task Force for
further instructions. A ticket may also be submitted to the Student Assessment Help Desk.
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Test Participation Decisions

A student should be designated as eligible for a special paper administration of an online
assessment only if a required accommodation documented in the student’s individualized
education program (IEP), individual accommodation plan (IAP), or section 504 plan paperwork
cannot be delivered in an online format. Careful consideration should be given to whether the
paper mode offers the supports necessary to allow the student to successfully demonstrate
his or her understanding of the assessed content. If the student has previous experience
receiving instruction or taking assessments online (e.g., STAAR Interim Assessments), it may
be more appropriate to maintain consistency by providing the student with an online
administration.

Due consideration should be given to the mode in which various designated supports can be
offered. Some supports, such as mathematics manipulatives or an oral or signed
administration, can be provided to students taking either an online or a paper test. A
mathematics or science braille test can be provided only with a paper form; however, a
reading language arts (RLA) or social studies braille test can be provided online using a
refreshable braille display.

Refer to the Special Administration of an Assessment page of the Coordinator Resources for
more information.
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Accommodations

Online Accessibility Features

Accessibility features are available to all students taking STAAR and STAAR Spanish. Several
accessibility features are embedded in the online system, and students can practice using
them by accessing STAAR online practice tests on the Practice Test Site.

The following figures describe the accessibility features that are embedded in the online
system and provide their associated icons. These features are available automatically on all
STAAR assessments (i.e., mathematics, RLA, science, and social studies) and do not need to be
activated in the online system. Refer to the Accessibility Features page of the Coordinator
Resources for more information on available accessibility features.

Figure 1. Sticky Notes (available in English and Spanish)

) @ The Sticky Notes tool allows a
Back Nt Save student to enter notes about a
T I o . I I o question. The notes can be accessed

Salied from the question for which the
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each note was created.

question. Sticky Notes

A Lens into the Past Notes are not sgore

Q) (&

Reader Zoom Out Zoom !

Tutorial

The remaining number of
characters that can be entered is
displayed at the bottom of the
text area.

Mark for Review
Characters

Sticky Notes
JUDE: A nine-yeé
MOM: Jude’s mo The student can cut, copy, and
GRANDPA SAM paste text to and from the

STORE OWNER [IRSIUENANCIES

@be  Strikethrough

# Chars 0/10000 To open the Sticky Notes tool,

the student opens the Context
‘ Cancel ) Save and Close Menu by right-clicking or by

ACT 1

1 [JUDE, MOM, and GRANDPA SAM are in an antique
store. Everywhere JUDE turns, there are shg

clicking the Context Menu icon
and then selecting Sticky
Notes.

After entering the notes, the
student must click the Save and

Close button to save the note and
close the Sticky Notes. SRl nstein Bkl
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Figure 2. Notepad (available in English and Spanish)
B = @ @

ad - Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In

Dictionary Not

10 11 12 13\14 15 16 17

“« >

Read the next two selections. Then choose the best I
answer to each question.

To open the Notepad tool,
the student selects Notepad
from the Global Tools menu.

Passage 1:

Rotepad

IMPORTANT: Unsaved notes will be lost when the Notepad |s
closed. To save d

Rachel is visiting her grandmother while her sister
Claire is at sleepaway camp. Grandma gets Rachel
out of bed to show her something in the woods
nearby.

The student can cut, copy, and paste
text to and from the Notepad. The
remaining number of characters
that can be entered is displayed at
the bottom of the text area.

The student can drag the

from A Forest Full of Stars Notepad to different parts

by Noah Weisz

of the test page using the
Notepad header.

1 Outside, the darkness is thick. Grandma
switches on a flashlight and starts walking. Her

sneakers make a shh-shh sound in the grass. # Chars 0/10000

2 “Where are we going?” Rachel asks, a little
nervous.

Cancel

Saxe and Close
J

After entering the notes, the student

must click the Save and Close button
The student can use the

to save the note and close the

Notepad. resize handle to resize the

Notepad.

Figure 3. Color Setting (available in English and Spanish)
m Test Attributes

Auto Text-to-Speech

Before starting the assessment, the

student can open the Color Setting

dropdown menu on the Choose

Settings page to select from eight Color Setting Yellow on Blue
different color settings. When the -

student selects a color setting, the
option is applied to the screen for
the student to preview.

Light Magenta

«d Language Supports

Light Yellow

Red on White

Large Mouse Pointer

If the student wishes to
apply the selected color
scheme to all the pages of
the test, the student clicks
the Select button.

Presentation

Select
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Figure 3a. Color Setting (available in English and Spanish)

Items & 0% 2024 STAAR Grade 3 Reading Released Test GUEST, GUEST (TSDS ID: GUEST) GUEST SESSION
< ©
Back Next Save
B e e ceea s s aaaas Groaramriaiae oo B Moo, e
B
= & >

Read the selection and choose the best answer to

each question.

setting during the

I To change the color
assessment, the student

A

System Settings
Change colors

can click the System
Settings button to choose
a different color scheme.

The student can
choose the color
scheme he or she

Characters

JUDE: A nine-ye
MOM: Jude’s mo
GRANDPA SAM
STORE OWNER

1 [JUDE, MOM, and GRANDPA S/
antique store. Everywhere JUD|

Black on White (default) &
v Black on White (default)

Light Blue
White on Black
Light Magenta
Red on White
White on Red
Light Yellow

Yellow on Blue

prefers and click the
Ok button to apply
the selected color
scheme to all pages
of the test.

ch definition best matches the way the word favor is used in line 6?

shelves filled with strange, old things.]

| A NAfinitian 1

Figure 4. Line Reader (available in English and Spanish)

¥ @ e @ @

Dictionary, ader Zoom Out_ Zoom In

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each

question.

Virtual-Reality Field Trips: Worth

the Investment?

1 All you can hear is the sound of youg
breathing as you gaze out of the airtighf]
The rocky terrain is unfamiliar under yo
feet. You wonder if you would float awa
boots weren’t weighing you down. Sudd
classmate calls out, “Look!” Your breath
your throat when your eyes land on the
planet—Earth. Then the school bell rings
carefully lift the virtual reality (VR) head
place it on your desk. You turn to your t
say with a smile, “Best field trip ever!”

2 This scenario might seem like scienc®
However, virtual-reality field trips are quickly
becoming a popular new way to help students

[ PP IO S PO PRPRPIY PRy AP PP 14

)

&~ >l

The Line Reader tool helps a
student focus attention on a
specific line of text. When
the tool is selected, it
appears orange, as shown.
To turn off the Line Reader
tool, the student must select
the tool again.

GUEST, GUEST

The student can use the
Line Reader tool to
highlight a selected line of
text in a passage or
question.

The student can move the
Line Reader to different
lines using the cursor or
the keyboard.

® Definition 2
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Figure 5. Zoom (available in English and Spanish)

Q) (R

Zoom Out Zoom In

The student can select the Zoom
Out button from the Global
Tools menu to reduce the size
of the text and images
displayed on the screen.

The student can select the
Zoom In button from the Global

Tools menu to enlarge the size
of the text and images
displayed on the screen.

Figure 6. Highlight Selection (available in English and Spanish)

«) > @

Back Next Save

&~ =

Read the next two selections. Then choose the best

answer to each question.

Passage 1:

Rachel is visiting her grandmother while her sister
Claire s at sleepaway camp. Grandma gets Rachel
out of bed to show her something in the woods
nearby.

from A Forest Full of Stars
by Noah Weisz

1 Outside, the darkness is thick. Grandma
switches on a flashlight and starts walking. Her

cnaalrare malka a chh_chh cniind in tha Aracc
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Q) (&

Highlighting allows a student 9
I to highlight selected text.

10 11

GUEST, GUEST \ —
‘ i

Which statement best describes Rachel’s relationship with

from A Forest Full of Stars?

Tutorial

Mark for Review
.
Izl Sticky Notes

(A Rachel hopes to become like Grandma. @be  Strikethrough

Highlight Selection

After selecting the text to be highlighted,
the student can choose a highlight color
by right-clicking or by clicking the Context

Menu icon and selecting the highlight color
to be used from the Highlight Selection
options.
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Figure 6a. Remove Highlight or Reset Highlighting (available in English and Spanish)

> @ ®@E e @ @

Back  Next  Save Dictionary Notepad Line Reader. Zoom Out _Zoom In

(pronounced sha-noot) settled in New York with his fam” in N H 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1839. A gifted civil engineer, Chanute distinguishea hin. . & -

brilliant designer of bridges and railroad systems. After
retirement, he immersed himself in a new science that had
captured his attention—aviation.

GUEST, GUEST

More Than a Hobby

Which sentence shows that Chanute was more interested in developing a flying
gaining fame for himself?

5 Chanute first studied the lifting properties of wind. Lifted M Mark for Review

roofs, tipped locomotives, and blown-over bridges fascinated

him. He collected and studied materials on heavier-than-air
flight. @) Alan B. Shepard, the first American in space, called Octave Chanute a remi ebe Strikethrough

(paragraph 3 Highlight Selection

Remove Highlight

[#  sticky Notes

6 Chanute corresponded with researchers all over the world
and soon became known as a one-man information exchange of
the latest developments in aviation. Using his expanded

® He colleg To remove highlighting from

knowledge of aeronautical history, Chanute wrote a series of specific text, the student can
articles on the development of flying machines that were later @© He gave select the text and select the # Reset Highlighting
reprinted in book form—Progress in Flying Machines. . . .
Remove Highlight option from the
His Own Experiments Context Menu.
® But Cha at required teamwork.

7 By the late 1800s, most flight experiments were conducted . . .
using model airplanes. But gliding pioneer Otto Lilienthal To remove all hlgh“ghtmg onthe
oS o s it s o o s page, the student can select the

Reset Highlighting option.

Figure 7. Large Mouse Pointer (available in English and Spanish)

Test Attributes System Default i

Large Black

q Auto Text-to-Speech
Before starting the Extra Large Black When the student selects

assessment, the Large Green a mouse pointer option,

student can open the Color Setting | the option is displayed on
Large Mouse Pointer the screen for the
dropdown menu on the Large Red student to preview.
Choose Settings page Content and Language Supports

to select from 11
different options. Large White

Large Mouse Pointer Extra Large Green

Extra Large Red

Presentation English
If the student wishes to apply the Spell Check OFF
selected mouse pointer, the
student clicks the Select button.
Text-to-Speech OFF

‘ Go Back ‘

0 Select ‘ Undo Changes

NOTE: The student cannot change the selected mouse pointer option after the test starts.

Online Designated Supports

Designated supports are available to students who meet the eligibility criteria as determined
and documented by the appropriate team at the local level. Some of these designated
supports are embedded in the online system, while others are not. More specific information
can be found in the individual policy documents on the Locally-Approved Designated
Supports page of the Coordinator Resources.
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Non-embedded designated supports may be made available to students testing online as well
as to those testing on paper and will be provided by the test administrator to the student on
the day the assessment is administered. For example, a student needing supplemental aids
for an assessment will need to use the type of assistance he or she uses in the classroom
(e.g., grade-appropriate grammar and mechanics rules, mnemonic devices), since
supplemental aids are not embedded in the online system.

Embedded designated supports are available to students testing online. For example, a
student needing reading support can receive an oral or signed administration of the test
using text-to-speech (TTS) or American Sign Language (ASL) videos.

Content and language supports are available as embedded online designated supports and
include pop-ups, rollovers, prereading text, and supplementary materials. The delivery of an
online assessment offers an opportunity to provide these types of supports in a standardized
way to students who use similar designated supports in the classroom and find the online
test to be the most appropriate and accessible for them. These supports are applied only to
particular passages and test questions based on expert judgments about which designated
supports are likely to make a question more accessible to students.

Students should practice using the online designated supports by accessing STAAR online
practice tests on the Practice Test Site. The following figures describe the embedded
designated supports in the online testing system.

Figure 8. Calculator (available in English and Spanish)

The Calculator tool must be set as a designated support in TIDE for grades 3-7.

> @ ) (xy? B @ B = Q) @&

Back _Next Save Ruler References Calculator_ Notepad, Graph/Draw_Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In

_________________________________________________________ e

As a designated support,
To open the Calculator tool, the

the Calculator tool is a
GUEST, GUEST four-function calculator

student selects Calculator from
IRUIMESY  the Global Tools menu.

that a student can use
Calculator

for mathematics and ®

science calculations.

The student can drag
the Calculator tool to
different parts of the
test page using the
Calculator header.

(D450
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Figure 9. Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

Students who have the TTS designated support can listen to text being read aloud. The text,
as well as the line in which it appears, is highlighted as it is read aloud.

TTS uses the local device's native accessibility voice packs. Please make sure that a Spanish
voice pack has been activated and tested prior to the administration of an assessment with
Spanish TTS.

Only revising passages can be read aloud.
To listen to the entire passage, the

student can click the Text-to-Speech button
and select Speak Passage.
To listen to a question and its answer choices,
the student can click the Text-to-Speech button
s—er-er-o--o.-o- and select Speak Question or Speak Option. The
VAR text is highlighted as it is read aloud.

Back Next Save

Read the selection and choose the best to
each question.

GUEST, GUEST Speak Question

A Lens into the Past

Read the dictionary entry for the word favor. Speak Option

If the passage displays a Speak icon favor \'fa-var\ noun
with a line going through it, TTS is 1. popularity or support
not available for this section. 2. special permission To listen to an answer
3. a kind act choice, the student
STORE OWNER 4. a special gift selects Speak Option

from the Text-to-Speech
ACT 1 Which definition best matches the wa button and then
1 [JUDE, MOM, and GRANDPA SAM are in an o selects the answer
antiaue store. Fvervwhere TUDF turns. there are ® Definition 1 choice to be read

aloud.

Figure 9a. Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

> (& 7 = @) @&
_Back_ . N_E)El . _Save_ . — — P\Ct\onary No_le_pad _L\UE Reader _Zo_om O_ut Z_Dollr
a
“ - H 2 3 4 5 6 7
Read the selection and choose the best answer to
each question. 9

‘ GUEST, GUEST ] Speak Question

A Lens into the Past

Read the dictionary entry for the word favor. [®  speak option

Speak Selection

Characters

To listen to a portion of text for a question or
JUDE: A nine-year-old boy passage, the student can select the text to be read
MOM: Jude’s mom aloud and then select Speak Selection from the TTS
GRANDPA SAM: Jude’s grandfather button. The Speak Selection and Start Speaking From
STORE OWNER Here options are also available by right-clicking.

ACT 1 &Sed in line 6?

1 [JUDE, MOM, and GRANDPA SAM are in an o
antiana ctnra Fvannahara 11INEF tiirne thara ara ® Definition 1
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Figure 9b. Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

[Moms ) NENSNNNNNNNN  I51% 2024 STAAR Grade 5 Reading Released Test GUEST, GUEST (TSDS ID: GUEST) GUEST SESSION (2= (n
«) (2 @ = Q) &
s Mea | swe —. Dictionary _Wotepad_Line Reaser Zoom Qut Zoom in

i« > H 27 28 29

Fumi has been reading about sunspots and wrote this paper
to tell about what she has learned. Read Fumi’s paper and GUEST, GUEST
look for revisions she needs to make. Then answer the
questions that follow.

Read the and chi the best to each
question.

The word funny is not the MOST effective word to use in sentence 10. Which wi
replace funny in this sentence?

& mysterious
@ The text, as well as the line in which it appears, is

highlighted as it is read aloud.

While the text is being read aloud, the student can
stop TTS by selecting Stop Speaking from the TTS
button.

hidden

A Photo of the Sun That
Shows a Large Sunspot

 Bojan Milkav/Shuttersnck.com.

Sunspots
(1) Scientists have known for a long time that the sun is an
impertant energy source for our planet. (2) For centuries
they have studied it to learn more about its characteristics.
(3) These studies have revealed dark spots on the sun’s
surface. (4) As early as the 1600s, astronomers used special
telescopes and were able to see these spots, now known as
sunspots. (5) They wondered if the spots might be clouds or
planets passing in front of the sun. (6) Unfortunately, they
 had no good way to solve the mystery. Py

Figure 9c. Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

0% 2024 STAAR Grade 3 Reading Released Test GUEST, GUE When a student who has the TTS

« @ designated support clicks the System
Nt | S Settings icon, the System Settings menu is

displayed, and a gray shield is placed over

Syst Setti the entire page.
ystem Settings The student can use the sliders

TTS Setti . .

Vol ettings to adjust the volume, pitch, and
olume rate at which the text is read

Pitch aloud. To apply the selected

settings, the student clicks the

Rate Ok button. To revert to the

Back
="

O--D-ODCIQ..o..QOD..O-:.—Q..Q..T--Q..
-

Read the selectio
each question.

Characters original settings, the student
JUDE: A nine- Change colors clicks the Cancel button.
MOM: Jude Black on White (default) S|

‘ Ok ‘ ‘Cancel‘

1 [JUDE, MOM, and GRAN
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Figure 10. Auto Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

For a student who has the auto TTS designated support, test content on the page is preread
to the student when the student first accesses a page.

[roms &) [ oo 2024 STAAR Grade 5 Reading Refeased Test GUEST, GUEST (TSDS 103 GUEST) aesT sesston @@ 0
Qee S ©28-.89

save Dictionary References Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each
question.

Fabric is the cloth or material used to make clothes
and other objects. Some fabrics come from natural
sources like animals or plants, but they are not very
durable, or strong. However, many of our hew clothes
come from plastic fibers. These clothes are very
durable, but they are not biodegradable. They do not
break down easily to return to the earth. Designers are
now trying to find fabrics that are both natural and
strong but still look stylish. Some clothes are now
being made from things like kelp and spider DNA.

A gray shield appears at the top of the

test page, and a student cannot perform

any action apart from pausing the test abrid choices
until the text is read in its entirety.

GUEST, GUEST

The text, as well as the line in which it

@
B Cotton appears, is highlighted as it is read.

® That means ust sit in our landfills.

(paragraph 2)

Figure 10a. Auto Text-to-Speech (available in English and Spanish)

[ (e y 10 |
« TTS starting in @ Seconds @
N T S A S S I
« > (W 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
L

Read the next two selections and answer the questjaz

follow.
A five second timer appears at the top of each L E’@
applicable page and counts down to the

@ beginning of the auto TTS reading of the page

content.

This story takes place in an industrial city of northern
early 1950s.

1. to scald in hot water or steam 2. to bleach by the exclusion of light 3. to make to appear
ashen or pale 4. to react with extreme surprise or shock

from “The City Lost in the Snow”
by Italo Calvino Which definition best matches the meaning of blanched in paragraph 4?

translated by William W
ranslated by William Weaver ® Definition 1

1 That morning the silence woke him. Marcovaldo pulled
himself out of bed with the sensation there was something ® Definition 2
strange in the air. He couldn’t figure out what time it was, the
light between the slats of the blinds was different from all other
hours of day and night. He opened the window: the city was @ Definition 3
gone; it had been replaced by a white sheet of paper.
Narrowing his eyes, he could make out, in the whiteness, some , - ® Definition 4
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Figure 11. Speech-to-Text (available in English and Spanish for constructed-response
questions)

For students receiving a speech-to-text (STT) accommodation, test administrators should
ensure that the microphone on the device used for testing is turned on and configured
properly prior to launching a test that includes constructed-response questions.

19 20 2 2 23 2 H
b =
~
23] S,

« revise and edit your response

Write your respanse in the box provided.

B I UGR|Ez= ¢+ - = 4|0

Students eligible for the STT tool can click the
Microphone icon to activate STT functionality. When
STT is enabled, all other text editing tools are

unavailable. To edit or insert text manually,
students can disable STT, point the cursor to the
desired location where manual edits are to be
applied, and use the text editor tools as needed.

#Chamozan

Figure 11a. Speech-to-Text (available in English and Spanish for constructed-response
questions)
+« = @

[

2 = @@

19 20 24 22 23 24

« revise and edit your response

Write your response in the box provided.

B I UEL|iz= =% +« -+ |«[F a
-

Once selected, the Microphone icon appears
highlighted to indicate that STT has been
activated.

Students should speak clearly and at a normal

volume and pace. As the student speaks, the
words are transcribed into the response area.
While the text is being transcribed, dots appear
in the response area to indicate that the
transcription is in process.

=Chars 22300

STAAR Accommodations Educator Guide 17



Figure 11b. Speech-to-Text (available in English and Spanish for Sticky Notes)

09% 2024 STAAR Grade 7 Reading Released Test DemoLast, DemoFirst (TSDS ID: DM86753091)  TXPT-FF28-10 [EalEN0
€ > @ xy) (@) = (&) (&

Back  Next  Save Dictionary References Notepad Line Reader Zoom Out_ Zoom In

PIEN 12H45678

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each
question. Sticky Notes X ©
Sports help people stay fit and live a long life. Mari =
playing team sports as they get older. Solo sports,
people can play by themselves, like running and si ‘ &
great way to stay active even if you do not have a
with. The benefits of staying active include living I¢
feeling better physicall)

Notes are not scored.

the box provided.
upport your answg
) ) . : : Sticky Notes can
Read the selection to The Microphone icon is available in be selected from
’ Sticky Notes. As the student speaks, the | the Context Menu.

w words are transcribed into the text
area. While the text is being transcribed,
dots appear in the text area to indicate
IS  that the transcription is in process. | Cancel ‘ ‘ Save and Close \

# Chars 0/10000

and publishes poe # Chars 0/475
national Senior Gamé asw
healthy, happy, and still active.
2 What is the secret to such a long, healthy life? Part of the
answer may |lie in\ one detail above: swimming. Fitness is a
areat predictor of lonaevitv. and now research is showina that -
Figure 11c. Speech-to-Text (available in English and Spanish for Notepad)

ItemsC| [ ]09% 2024 STAAR Grade 7 Reading Released Test DemoLast, DemoFirst (TSDS ID: DM86753091) TXPT-FF28-10 @ (1D}
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= o ML L S o tosoas PR cosrtooeet terons PP cerioorors [ v a e s DI Refarences, Nooad Line Reader Zeom Qut, Zogmtn

PREN 12 H 4 T 6 7 8

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each
question. (Notepad X

SZO';S h;g:ioiﬁssiy[ﬁani:zz:r/ogglgfj':::S IMPORTANT: Unsaved notes will be lost when the Notepad is
playing P v get older. 50lo sp closed. To save notes before closing the Notepad, click Save
people can play by themselves, like running and st and Close. Notes are not scored; you must record your
great way to stay active even if you do not have a| response in the answer space provided.

with. The benefits of staying active include living I¢

feeling better physically and mentally. ¢ ‘

Notepad can be
the box p selected from the
Global Tools menu.

upport you

L

Read the selection to learn more about the benefi

@ The Microphone icon is available in Notepad. As
the student speaks, the words are transcribed
into the text area. While the text is being
transcribed, dots appear in the text area to ‘ Cancel ‘ ’ Save and Close ‘
indicate that the transcription is in process.

# Chars 0/10000

# Chars 0/475

2 What is the secret to such a long, healthy life? Part of the
answer may lie in] one detail above: swimming. Fitness is a
areat predictor of lonaevitv. and now research is showina that ~ ~

STAAR Accommodations Educator Guide 18



Figure 12. Word Prediction (Co:Writer) (available in English and Spanish except for
mathematics)

Word Predictions (Co:Writer) meets the accommodation need of spelling assistance. When
Word Prediction (Co:Writer) is enabled, students automatically receive word suggestions as
they type answers to constructed-response questions.

e S

GUEST, GUEST | Last Saved: 4:26 PM

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the box provided.

What is one way the setting in "The Antique Shop” affects Jesse’s values? Support your answer with evidence from the story.

= & )[% 5 6w ~[%][0]

Read the g
Suggested words will pop up in a menu. Students can use the
mouse to scroll through the word suggestions and select a

word from the list.

quick

quickest
quite

que;i:jion
quil

s WM

# Chars 8/475
123

If students need to enter a numeral as part of their response,
they should select 723 in the corner of the pop-up menu. A

list of numerals appears. Students can select a numeral or
select abc to return to the list of suggested words.

Figure 13. Spell Check (available in English and Spanish)

o> @ B @ o @ @&

« > s 10 11H13 14 15 16 17 18
Read the next two selections. Then choose the best
to each question.

If a student is eligible for

spelling assistance, a Spell

1 Jesse walks the short distance from school to the Check button is provided. r in the box provided.
front door of Tio Roland and Tia Gloria’s small antique
business, just as he does every Monday and Wednesday
afternoon. He passes by the neighborhood café where answer with evidence from the st
his friends sit in booths, talking and laughing. He wishes ]
he could join them, but “helping family is important.” Or
at least that’s what Papa tells him every time he Reda the next two sele
complains about working for his uncle for free.

The Antique Shop GUEST, GUEST

What is one Op” affects Jesse’s values? Support your

laes check your speling.

2 As he approaches the shop, Jesse sees his uncle

seectons |
through the large window, chatting happily with a When the student clicks the Spell
customer. Pausing to glance at all the junk set out in the

elections
; ; s ; Check button, misspelled words are
window display, Jesse remembers Papa bringing him X X
here when he was little. The shop had seemed magical underlined and appear in a
then, packed with shiny instruments, diverse different color. The student can
decorations, and some strangely shaped furniture. select the underlined word to view

suggestions for replacements and
select a replacement from the list.

2 One siimmer marnina Pana had released lecse’s

STAAR Accommodations Educator Guide 19



Figure 14. ASL Videos (available in English)

Students who have ASL as a designated support can watch videos that translate test content
into ASL.

=) (& x) (B) () (E) = (&) (&

GUEST, GUEST

rhEve S Seeesr: 10 view ASL videos, the
student clicks the American
Sign Language button.

Real numbers

Rational numbers

Integers

Whole
numbers

Natural
numbers

Figure 14a. ASL Videos (available in English)

The student can drag the ASL The student can maximize the window and
window to different parts of ] then reset it to the default size by clicking
the test page using the header. the Maximize or Minimize icon.

GUEST, GUEST

ASL Videos

The student can adjust the video
speed using the Playback Rate
button.

The student can turn on, turn off,
and adjust closed captioning
using the CC button.

The student can
play, pause, and
replay ASL videos.

The student can go back and review
specific answer choices as needed by
selecting the chapter number from the list
or clicking that chapter in the progress bar.

The student can use
the resize handle to
resize the window.
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Figure 15. Refreshable Braille Display (available on English versions of RLA and social
studies)

2023 STAAR Braille Grade 8 Reading Released Test

Test Attributes

Content and Language Supports OFF

For students who are eligible Spell Check OFF
for braille, the Presentation
setting on the Test Attributes Presentation  Braille

page will be set to “Braille.” In
this setting, the test is Lerge Mouse Pointer | System Default 9

displayed in Streamline mode.

Zoom [ 1X C]

o [ e

‘ Go Back ‘

Figure 15a. Refreshable Braille Display (available on English versions of RLA and social
studies)

- @ # Q@ @

Back Next Save

9 Despite these problems many people believe the advantages of VR field trips outweigh the drawbacks. Schools need to strongly consider ways to implement
and fund the regular use of this remarkable technology in their classrooms. Students and teachers will reap the benefits of VR technology. The walls around them
will expand as far as their imaginations, and the virtual-reality technology, can reach.

In Streamline mode, elements
1 such as stimuli and questions are
displayed in a single column. As [
students navigate to specific
elements or regions, the screen
reader says the element or region
name aloud, simplifying navigation
and increasing comprehension.

GUEST, GUEST

Read the dictionary entry.

substantial \sab-'stan(t)-shal\ adj
1. real; not imaginary 2. strong or firm 3. d

Which definition of substantial best matches the wa¥y
(A) Definition 1
(B) Definition 2

(€) Definition 3

NOTE: The refreshable braille display will not function on all supported devices used for
testing. Refer to the Minimum System Requirements page of the Coordinator Resources for
supported systems and requirements.
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Content and Language Supports Guidelines

These designated supports are available on STAAR and STAAR Spanish assessments in the
form of pop-ups, rollovers, prereading text, and supplementary materials. Although STAAR
Spanish uses the same guidelines for content and language supports as the English version of
STAAR, some of the accommodations in the pop-ups and rollovers may not be identical due
to linguistic differences.

Pop-Ups

Pop-ups can be used to do the following:

isolate specific information in a question that corresponds to each answer choice

isolate specific text or information in a passage that is referenced in the question or
answer choices

isolate specific information in a graphic or list that is referenced in the question
define literary terms

apply an allowable supplemental aid (e.g., graphic organizer, place value chart, t-chart,
graphic of a scientific concept, timeline, map) to specific questions or answer choices

include the formula from the grade-specific reference material when the question
specifies the measure or conversion to be performed

direct student attention to parts of the grade-specific reference materials
provide clarifying information for a graphic organizer, political cartoon, or map

provide a visual representation in the passage, question, answer choices, or
constructed-response questions by adding graphics, photographs, or animations

define or clarify construct-irrelevant words, phrases, and sentences using plain
language, synonyms, definitions, examples, and consistent language
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Figure 16. Pop-Ups (available in English and Spanish)

WASIEL) For students who are eligible for XY’ @ @& = & &
Bl T S——— content and language supports, certain fufimees
words and phrases appear with a
border around them. This indicates
that a pop-up containing simplified text
is available for the word or phrase.

Calculator_Notepad Graph/Draw Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In

umber of servings of iced tea sold at a food trailer each

day over a 7-day period.

For students who have the TTS
designated support, the Speak
icon will appear in all pop-ups.
The student can click the icon
to hear the text in the pop-up
read aloud.

Iced Tea Sales

®
for 7 d When a pop-up is selected, a window
or ays
w v appears next to the bordered text.

Clicking the X icon closes the window.

The student can drag the window to
different parts of the test page using
The student can the header.
use the resize
handle to resize
the window.

of these is the best prediction for the number of servings of iced tea sold on a day
stomers?

If the Speak icon has a line

going through it, TTS is not
available.

Rollovers
Rollovers can be used to do the following:

e provide a visual representation in the passage, question, answer choices, or
constructed-response questions by adding graphics, photographs, or animations

o define or clarify construct-irrelevant words, phrases, and sentences using plain
language, synonyms, definitions, examples, and consistent language

e bullet or separate steps in a process (e.g., multi-step problem, sequence of events)
e reword complex questions or answer choices to condense text

e reorganize and simplify historical excerpts
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Figure 17. Rollovers (available in English and Spanish)

€ =2 @ XY H @ E = Q

Back _Next Save

For students who are eligible for
GUEST, GUEST content and language supports,
certain test questions and

The area of a square wall is 182 square feet. W|

answer options include a small
Rollover arrow pointing toward

(A)91.0 ft ey )

® words or phrases. Clicking this
arrow opens a rollover

@135t containing simplified text.

(©)54.0 ft

(D455 ft

Figure 17a. Rollovers (available in English and Spanish)

I 13% 2024 STAAR Grade 3 Mathematics Released Test GUEST, GUEST (TSDS ID: GUEST)  GUEST SESSION T
4 7
RGIN("] wa) (xy) (B) (M) (BH) = Q) (K

Back Next save

A rollover covers the 4
original text. Clicking [  speak Question

/
This list shows three clues about a number: the Roflover arrow )

again closes it.

GUEST, GUEST

Speak Option
e The number is greater than 89,236.
¢ The number is less than 91,103.

« The number has a digit greater than 7 in the thousands place
For students who have the
Which of these could be the number? TTS designated support,

text in the rollover can be

read aloud.
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Prereading

Prereading offers a list of important words and phrases from the reading passages and is
available in all English and Spanish RLA assessments for students who meet eligibility.

Figure 18. Prereading (available on English and Spanish versions of RLA)

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Cooking can be a fun, creative activity. Read the article to learn more about why it is
important for everyone, including children, to learn to cook.

Here are some important words and phrases from the article.

Health experts: People who know a lot about health
dish: recipe

prepare; make or cook

handle: hold and use

T X o 1 For students who are eligible for
|k'tChen tODfSi content and language supports,

prereading text appears above
each reading passage.

The Skill of Cooking

1 Have you ever wished you could make dinner just the way you like it? It may seem
like cooking is something only |certain| people know how to do, like a |magic tricl-d. But
cooking is not magic. It is a skill that everyone—even children—can learn to enjoy.

2 |Health exper‘ts| encourage people to cook. |A studyi done at a university shows that
people are healthier when they eat food made at home. After all, if you |@| all the
ingredients yourself, you always know what you are eating. (Ingredients are the foods you

put together to make a |dish|.}
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Figure 18a. Prereading (available on English and Spanish versions of RLA)

everyone, including children, to learn to cook.

Here are some important words and phrases from the article.

Health experts: FPeople who know a fot about health
dish: recipe

prepare: make or cook

handle: hold and use

|kitchen tools

y N

Cooking can be a fun, creative activity. Read the article to learn more about why it is important for

1

%everyone—e\.ren children—can learn to enjoy.

2

The list of words and phrases represents
some of the accommodated words and
phrases that appear in the passage.

If a word in the passage is supported by a

rollover or pop-up, it will maintain that
accommodation in the prereading text
box. TTS is available for the prereading
text for students who are eligible for that
designated support.

Supplementary Materials

3

4

S

The Skill of Cooking

Have you ever wished you could make dinner just the way you like it? It may seem like cooking Is
something only Iterlain people know how to do, like a magic trick, But cooking is not magic. It is a skill

Health experts encourage people to cook. lA_s_tudv done at a university shows that people are
healt @Bll, if you add all the ingredients yourself, you
alway the foods you put together to make a dish.)

N
( w)) People who know a lot about health

some people think that the kitchen is not a G%5d place for children. They want to keep children
safe, and they worry that children will get hurt. Many of the Injuries that happen in homes take place in
kitchens. After all, there are plenty of sharp and hot things there!

But teaching children to cook may actually make them safer. As you prepare food, you find cut
what can be dangerous. You learn how to handle| kitchen tocls correctly. You find out what to touch and
how to touch it. As you learn to prepare food, you also learn how to keep yourself safe in the kitchen.

S0 Much to Learn

Feople may say that they are just too busy to teach children to cook. They worry that it will take
longer to prepare dinner with children in the kitchen. That leaves less time for other chores and
relaxing. They may net think that having a child in the kitchen is worth the| extra time.

Supplementary materials include blank Punnett squares for Biology assessments and writing

checklists for RLA assessments.

Figure 19. Supplementary Materials (Punnett Squares, available in English)

> (@

Back __ Next  save

x) (B) (@) B = @) @

pad Graph/Draw Line Resder Zoom Out Zoom In

References

H STAAR with Embedded Supports Biology

Demo, Dema

Punnett Squares Students taking the

A Venn diagram con

Move the answers t|

Biology assessment
who are eligible for
content and language

d
structure 1

supports can select
Punnett Squares by

clicking the References

button.
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Figure 19a. Supplementary Materials (Writing Checklist, available on English and

Spanish versions of RLA)

->) (@
_Back .Nexl Save . —_
20\
Q) (=v) &
./
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each

question.

Can you imagine going on a school field trip without
even leaving your school? This is possible when your
school participates in a computer-created experience
referred to as a virtual-reality (VR) field trip. Instead of
getting on a bus, students wear a virtual-reality
headset that will take them on a simulated, or imitated,
trip. Students experience being immersed, or
participating fully, in different places or cultures far
from their classrooms.

Read the selection to learn more about virtual-reality
field trips and what advantages they offer to students.

Virtual-Reality Field Trips: Worth the
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Dictionary References Notepad Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In

References

STAAR with Embedded Supports Writing Checklist, Grades 3 - Englisi\ Il
Writing Checklist (Grade 3 - English Il)

Students who are eligible for
content and language
supports can select the
Writing Checklist by clicking
the References button.

O Did I write one or two sentences that cleal
central idea or the claim of my paper?

) Do my words and sentences support my d
claim?

O Did | write my sentences in an order that makes sense?

O Did I use specific details and include enough text-based
evidence to develop my ideas?
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The Content and Language Supports Connection

The use of designated supports occurs primarily during classroom instruction as educators
use various instructional strategies to meet students’ individual needs, thus allowing students
to maximize their academic potential. The content and language supports available for STAAR
assessments offer opportunities for students to participate meaningfully in the required state
assessments.

To make designated supports decisions for students, educators should have knowledge of
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and how a student performs in relation to
them. Educators should also collect and analyze data pertaining to the use and effectiveness
of designated supports (e.g., assignment and test scores with and without the designated
support, observational reports) so that informed educational decisions can be made for each
student. By analyzing data, an educator can determine whether the designated support
becomes inappropriate or unnecessary over time due to the student’s age or changing needs.
Likewise, data can confirm for the educator that the student still struggles in certain areas
and should continue to use the designated support.

Decisions about designated supports used during a statewide assessment should:
e be made on an individual basis,
e consider the student’s needs, and

e consider how supports are routinely and effectively used during classroom instruction
and testing.

Although it is unlikely that students routinely use the computer-based content and language
supports during classroom instruction, they may use variations of them, as illustrated in the
table that follows. This list is not exhaustive but includes examples of classroom designated
supports that may correspond to the embedded content and language supports on STAAR.

Classroom Designated Support Examples that

Link to STAAR Content and Language Supports

The teacher introduces a new book to a struggling reader prior to it being read aloud or
independently. The topics discussed might include major concepts, difficult words, setting,
characters, or prior knowledge of the subject.

The teacher points out the meaning of a word in a dictionary or a synonym in a thesaurus.

The teacher isolates specific information to focus the student on the core concept being
taught.

The teacher acts out or has the students role-play newly introduced vocabulary or difficult
concepts.

The teacher simplifies difficult vocabulary and then reformats complex word problems by
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bulleting or spacing out each step required to solve the problem.

The teacher provides the student with a specific supplemental aid (e.g., chart, table, graph,
checklist, map, timeline) applicable to the question being posed, the assignment, or the task.

The teacher provides the formulas needed to solve a problem.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to identify people
and places.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to define or clarify
vocabulary.

During classroom discussions, the teacher clarifies or rewords complex text or questions
using simpler language.

The teacher directs the student (e.g., highlight, bold, point to, flag the information) to the
specific parts of the passage, diagram, map, or figure that is being discussed.

The teacher presents parts of a complex concept one at a time.

Educators, parents, and students must understand that designated supports provided during
classroom instruction and testing might differ from designated supports allowed for use on
state assessments. Instruction comes first and can be customized to meet each student’s
needs. Unlike instruction, state assessments are standardized to provide a reliable
comparison of outcomes among all examinees. Certain designated supports used in the
classroom would invalidate the content being assessed or compromise the security and
integrity of the state assessment if used during testing. For this reason, not all designated
supports suitable for instruction are allowed during state assessments. However, the policies
for accommodations on state assessments do not limit an educator’s ability to develop
individualized materials and techniques to aid student learning.

Special Situations

Because content and language supports are embedded designated supports presented in an
online format, replicating these features in a paper or braille test version is not always
possible. Technology-based supports enable most students to test online; however, in those
instances in which the use of an embedded support is not feasible or the administration of an
online assessment is inappropriate due to a student’s particular disability, a student may be
tested using a paper test booklet. Additional information can be found on the Special
Administration of an Assessment page of the Coordinator Resources.

For students taking STAAR braille who are also eligible to receive content and language
supports, including students using a refreshable braille display, district personnel should
ensure that student eligibility is correctly marked in TIDE in order to receive STAAR with
embedded supports test booklets along with braille materials during the initial order window.
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Once materials are received, the test administrator will use the secure test instructions to
provide access to the content and language supports in the specific assessment being
administered. The secure test instructions will provide picture descriptions of content and
language support images and graphics (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) that may be reproduced
for accessibility (e.g., brailling graphics; pairing graphics with tactile symbols, texts, or objects;
enlarging or projecting).

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing and are eligible for an oral or signed administration
with content and language supports must take STAAR online to access these embedded
supports. However, a signed administration is allowed for parts of the test that can be read
aloud but cannot be accessed through TTS.

ASL videos are offered as an online option for a signed administration. Students can
independently select and change the level of signing support during the test administration
by selecting chapters to review specific parts of the videos as needed. ASL videos are available
only for test questions and revising passages in English and are not offered on Spanish tests
or for content and language supports (e.g., pop-ups, rollovers). In these instances, test
administrators may sign test content in the same way they do for paper tests. Test
administrators should be trained using the Accommodations section of the Coordinator
Resources and should also read the specific guidelines for signing test content included in the
General Instructions for Administering State Assessments to Students Who Are Deaf or Hard
of Hearing page of the Coordinator Resources.
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Planning for Testing

Careful review of the state accommodations policies is required so that students receive only
those accessibility features and designated supports that are allowed or approved by TEA for
use on state assessments. District and campus coordinators, test administrators, and other
campus personnel involved in state testing must consider the following questions related to
ensuring accessibility for students on test day:

Which students will receive accessibility features or designated supports on test
day?

What special arrangements need to be considered for students who will use
accessibility features and designated supports on test day? For example, ensuring that
calculators and other equipment have sufficient batteries or selecting separate
settings for students who use certain supports requires advance planning.

What staff training is needed to properly provide certain designated supports? For
example, entering a student’s responses in the Data Entry Interface (DEI) or providing
an oral or signed administration of a paper test requires advance training.

What campus and district procedures are in place to ensure test security, especially if
the student is using technology as a support? Refer to the Test Security and
Technology Resources sections of the Coordinator Resources.

What procedure is in place and who is responsible for recording designated supports
in TIDE?

Have students had the opportunity to practice interacting with the tools and features
on the Practice Test Site? It is important that students have used the online practice
tests to become familiar with selecting answers, using the online tools, moving
through the assessment, and submitting the assessment.

What special arrangements need to be considered for students taking different
versions of STAAR with different designated supports? For example, should students
taking STAAR online without designated supports be grouped with students taking
STAAR online with designated supports? Should students taking STAAR on paper and
students taking STAAR online be grouped together?

Have devices been properly configured for testing? For guidance on the Test Delivery
System (TDS), refer to the Setting Up TDS Workstations webpage.

If students are using the refreshable braille display embedded online support, are the
computers prepared for testing according to the guidelines laid out on the Setting Up
TDS Workstations webpage?

For additional information, contact TEA using the Student Assessment Help Desk or call
(512) 463-9536.
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