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Student Assessment Mission and Vision
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Mission

Vision

Our mission is to increase transparency and fairness in the Texas Assessment 
Program through the flawless administration of high-quality assessments, 

providing timely and valuable data, along with assessment literacy, to support 
stakeholder decision-making, and improve student outcomes.

All stakeholders will have access to the knowledge, skills, and resources to use 
assessment data to support students so that all students are prepared for college, 

a career, or the military.
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Presenters for 
Today 

Laquita McMillion
Test Administration Training and 

Support Coordinator

Karen Mayton
Director of Test Administration



General Testing 
Requirements
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All Students Are Required to Participate

All students are required 
to take academic 

assessments in grades 
3–8 and at least once in 

high school.

STAAR STAAR Alternate 2

All emergent bilingual (EB) 
students in kindergarten 

through grade 12 are 
required to take English 

language proficiency 
assessments.

TELPAS TELPAS Alternate 

(if meet participation requirements)(if meet participation requirements)
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STAAR Testing Requirements for Grades 3–8

§101.3011

§101.1005

Students in grades 3–8 are required to be 
assessed annually in mathematics and 
reading language arts (RLA).

Includes students who repeat a grade

Includes students who have previously passed the assessment

Students in grades 3–8 are required by 
federal and state law to take their grade-level 
tests.

Exception: accelerated students who meet the requirements in TAC 

§101.3011

Students in grades 3–8 are required to take 
STAAR.

Unless they are unschooled asylees or refugees who meet the 

requirements in TAC §101.1005

Unless they meet the participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2

If a student is receiving accelerated instruction and there is a state test that aligns with that 
instruction, the student should take the higher-level test in place of his or her grade-level test. 

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=03%2F26%2F2025&recordId=216752
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=03%2F26%2F2025&recordId=220770
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Accelerated Tester Scenarios

A student taking a Middle School Advanced Mathematics course must take 
the specific assessment listed below based on the TEKS included in the 
course. 

7

Students enrolled in must take

Grade 6 Middle School Advanced Math 
(03103210)

STAAR Grade 6 Mathematics

Grade 7 Middle School Advanced Math 
(03103220)

STAAR Grade 7 Mathematics

Grade 8 Middle School Advanced Math, Algebra I 
(03103230)

STAAR Algebra I

NEW

Assessment decisions for locally-developed courses is a 
district decision based on which TEKS are covered.
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Middle school students who complete STAAR 
EOC assessment requirements in a content 
area are required to take the ACT or the SAT 
at least once in high school to fulfill federal 
accountability requirements.

The Performance Reporting Division will 
generate a list of students who have 
completed STAAR EOC assessment 
requirements in a content area before grade 
9 and do not have an ACT or SAT score 
on record.

Additional 
Requirement for 
Accelerated 
Testers

8
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STAAR Testing Requirements Flowchart

• To assist districts with STAAR 
testing requirements, see 
this flowchart posted on the 
STAAR Resources web page.

• It has been updated to indicate 
that accelerated students are 
required to take science and 
social studies grade-level 
assessments at least once.

UPDATE

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-resources
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STAAR Testing Requirements—EOC Assessments
Students enrolled in specific high school courses are required by 
federal and state law to take corresponding STAAR end-of-course (EOC) 
assessments. Example courses include:

10

Algebra I—03100500 or Grade 8 Middle School 
Advanced Math, Algebra I—03103230

English I—03220100 or 
English I for Speakers of Other 
Languages—03200600

Biology—03010200 U.S. History—03340100

English II—03220200 or 
English II for Speakers of Other 
Languages—03200700

Students should take the STAAR EOC assessment as they are 
completing the course, regardless of enrolled grade level.



11

STAAR Substitute Assessments

The use of a qualifying score on a substitute assessment fulfills part of the student's 
graduation requirement. However, the student is still required to take the STAAR EOC 

assessment to fulfill the district's federal accountability requirements.

To use a substitute assessment

a student must have taken 
the substitute assessment

the student must have met 
the required score

the district must have 
verified the score

Students at any grade level may choose to use a substitute assessment for a STAAR 
EOC assessment when they are enrolled in and completing the corresponding course 

or after they have taken the corresponding course.

"Take" means 
a score code 
of "S“ marked 

in the Test 
Information 
Distribution 

Engine (TIDE).
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STAAR Substitute Assessment Requirements

TEC §39.025

The following state law outlines 
the requirements that pertain 

to STAAR substitute 
assessments.

TAC §101.4002

This administrative code was 
updated in June 2025 to 

include PreACT assessments. 

The new chart has “June 2025” in the 
top right corner

STAAR Substitute 
Assessment 
Flowchart

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm#39.025
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm#39.025
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-101
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-101
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar


13

Virtual Schools

13

• Students attending virtual schools or receiving virtual 
instruction are required to take their academic and 
English language proficiency assessments. 

• Virtual schools offering long-distance online learning 
are responsible for providing a testing opportunity to 
all enrolled students, regardless of a student’s 
location.

• To administer required state assessments, virtual 
schools need to provide a space and a trained test 
administrator for students to test.



General Testing 
Information
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Recordings of past webinars are available in the 
Learning Management System (LMS)

Year-at-a-Glance: 
Technology Alliance 
for Statewide 
Initiatives (TASI)

September 4, 2025      

Event #1218 2025–2026 STAAR Interim Assessments

September 18, 2025       

2025–2026 LPAC Decision-Making Process

September 25, 2025      

Event #1220 2025–2026 Accessibility for the Texas Assessment Program

October 16, 2025           

Event #1221 Fall 2025 Updates for STAAR Alternate 2, TELPAS, and TELPAS Alternate

January 22, 2026                

Event #1122 Spring 2026 Refresher for TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate 

February 12, 2026                     

 Event #1223 Spring 2026 STAAR Refresher

15

District staff should contact their education service centers 
(ESCs) to register and access the webinars.

https://www.texasassessment.gov/testing-personnel.html
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After

During

Before

Test Administration Cycle of Events

16

Registration

Pre-administration

Administration

Post-administration

Scoring and Reporting
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Best Practice: Test Early

17

TEA highly recommends that district testing coordinators plan to test early in each 
testing window to ensure all students have an opportunity to test in case of technical, 
weather, or emergency issues and to allow for make-up testing. 

TEA also recommends that data be submitted in the Response Entry system (RE) as 
soon as possible after students have finished testing to ensure processing before the 
testing window closes. 

District testing coordinators must verify that all students have been accounted for 
before 11:59 p.m. (CT) on the last day of each testing window.
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STAAR and TELPAS Testing Time

18

Districts

• Should schedule test sessions 
for three to four hours 

• Should begin testing within one 
hour of the start of the school 
day.

Students

• Must complete the assessment 
within the regularly scheduled 
school day (unless approved for 
an extra day or becomes sick)

• May continue testing if needed 
until the end of the regularly 
scheduled school day

• May not spend more than seven 
hours working on the 
assessment

For the June STAAR EOC administration, an earlier end to the regularly 
scheduled school day does not require students to stop testing, and 

students should be allowed to test up to seven hours, if needed.
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Testing Consolidation Plan

• Students who are not testing or have completed testing should participate in a 
regular or alternate class schedule in which enrichment activities are being 
shared.

• Students who are still testing after about four hours should be consolidated to 
continue testing.

• District testing coordinators must ensure that each campus administering 
STAAR or TELPAS has a plan in place to consolidate students who are still 
testing after a certain point.

• TEA recommends consolidation plans be documented and included in 
campus training.

• Test administrators must inform students that, at some point, students who 
are still testing will be grouped together and students who have completed 
testing will join a regular or alternate class schedule.

19

Included in the 
Administration 

Directions 
section of the 

manuals under 
General 

Information.
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Scratch Paper 

20

Students should be provided blank 
scratch paper for other 
assessments as requested.*

*Minimum requirement: at district discretion, scratch paper 
may be distributed to all students prior to the assessment.

What is considered blank scratch paper? Any blank medium that can be erased or destroyed may be used as 
blank scratch paper. If the medium has been manipulated to encourage the use of a specific strategy, then it does 
not fit the category of scratch paper and would instead be considered a blank graphic organizer.

All students taking a STAAR 
mathematics assessment must be 
provided blank scratch paper.

• Grades 3–8
• Algebra I
• Spanish grades 3–5

Is digital blank scratch paper allowable? Yes. A student may use digital scratch paper ONLY if the digital tool 
requires the student to independently place symbols, numbers, and letters in the space provided. It cannot have 
other functions such as spelling assistance or calculation capabilities unless these features can be disabled. 
Additionally, the tool can not have the ability for work to be saved. 

UPDATE

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400
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Revised Science Assessments

21

UPDATE

• With the implementation of the new science TEKS, new performance standards for science 
assessments will need to be established. 

• Therefore, reporting dates for spring 2026 are dependent on the availability of approved 
performance standards for
o STAAR grades 5 and 8 science,
o STAAR Biology,
o STAAR Alternate 2 grades 5 and 8 science, and 
o STAAR Alternate 2 Biology.

• Starting with the spring 2026 administrations, STAAR and STAAR Alternate 2 assessments no 
longer include reporting categories. Science content is now grouped into strands. 

• Due to the small number of items for each strand, no reporting data will be reported at the 
strand level. 

Reminder: Transition year documents remain in effect for the December2025 STAAR Biology administration.



Program Updates and 
Enhancements
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Updates to the District and Campus Coordinator Resources

23

UPDATE

Performance and

Proficiency Levels

Student Mobility

Administrations in Alternative

Education Settings

Top 20 Test

Administration Questions

Added STAAR Alternate 2 scoring 
rubric → Performance and 

Proficiency Levels.

Added more detail regarding 
Student Mobility.

Added more detail regarding 
Administrations in Alternative 

Education Settings.

Updated and renamed Top 20 Test 
Administration Questions.

Test Security

Student Cheating

Technology Guidelines

Enter Student

Information in TIDE

Updated information regarding 
secure and confidential 

information → Test Security.

Added STAAR Honor Statement → 
Student Cheating. (Added to 

STAAR Test Administrator Manual 
as well.)

Added information about 
personal electronic devices → 

Technology Guidelines.

Added more detail regarding 
score codes → Enter Student 

Information in TIDE.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/3053224008/Performance+and+Proficiency+Levels
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/3053224008/Performance+and+Proficiency+Levels
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218212/Student+Mobility
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/3024454220/Administrations+in+Alternative+Education+Settings
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/3024454220/Administrations+in+Alternative+Education+Settings
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218274/Top+20+Test+Administration+Questions
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218274/Top+20+Test+Administration+Questions
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793212784/Test+Security
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793212898/Student+Cheating
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793213055/Technology+Guidelines+for+the+Texas+Assessment+Program
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218089/Enter+Student+Information+in+TIDE#Enter-and-Verify-Scoring-Information-in-TIDE
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218089/Enter+Student+Information+in+TIDE#Enter-and-Verify-Scoring-Information-in-TIDE
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Reporting Events

Previous Terms Updated Terms

Early Student-Level 
Results

Assessment Results

Preliminary Assessment 
Reports for 
Accountability

Administration Reports 
for Data Verification

Final Assessment 
Results for 
Accountability

Final Administration 
Reports for 
Accountability

24

To better understand the names of the various reports and files that are posted 
in the Secure File Center, the terminology for reporting events has been updated.

UPDATE

A one-page color coded 
document listing reporting 

deliverables, their 
purposes, and their delivery 

dates is available on the 
Student Assessment Results 

webpage.

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-results
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Data Verification Windows

• District coordinators must 
review and verify the data and 
make corrections as needed.

• Correction submitted during the 
window will be reflected in final 
administration reports for 
accountability.

25

Can Be Done Cannot Be Done
Submit score code changes Enter a score code

Resolve test discrepancies Enter student responses in RE

Merge temporary TSDS IDs Add a student

Submit rescore requests Correct existing student 
demographic information

Correct student name Enter holistic ratings

Correct student date of birth Change holistic ratings

Correct years in U.S. schools
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Export of Constructed Responses from CRS

26

• Users will now be able to export 
constructed responses for spring STAAR 
assessments.

• The information will be in a PDF format and 
sent to the user via the Secure File Center.

• The information is available for an entire 
district, campus, or roster.

• This includes: 
o RLA extended constructed responses
o RLA short constructed responses
o Science short constructed responses
o Social studies short constructed 

responses
Extended Constructed Response Reports will no longer be produced after the spring 2026 STAAR administration.

NEW
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Personal Communication Devices

A student who has a documented need to use a personal communication device in an 
individualized education program (IEP), Section 504 accommodation plan, 
individualized health plan, or another similar program or plan will continue to be able 
to use these devices for state assessments.

As in previous years where a student needed a personal communication device for 
medical needs, testing personnel MUST:

o follow the technology guidelines and
o actively monitor students.

27

UPDATE
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• District coordinators must implement procedures to prevent the use of cell 
phones, personal electronic devices, and any wearable technology that is not 
essential during testing.

• Students may use wearable technology only when it is medically necessary.

o . testing after about four hours should be consolidated to continue testing.

▪ District testing coordinators must ensure that each campus administering 
STAAR or TELPAS has a plan in place to consolidate students who are still 
testing after a certain point.

▪ Test administrators must inform students that, at some point, students who 
are still testing will be grouped together and students who have completed 
testing will join a regular or alternate class schedule.

Wearable Technology

Students with prescription lenses in “meta” or “smart” frames are 
permitted to use them during testing. 

• Must follow the technology guidelines.

• Active monitoring must take place.

• Recommend communicating to parents which features will result 
in a testing irregularity if used during testing and what the 
potential consequences are for students violating test security.

28

Smart Glasses Jewelry

Wearable tech that is not medically essential must be removed 
prior to the administration of the test.

• Recommend communicating to parents that students 
using this technology to capture any part of the content 
will result in a testing irregularity and an invalidation of the 
student’s test. 

UPDATE
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New Policy Regarding Student Test Tickets

29

NEW

• District testing personnel may print student test tickets for the first online 
assessment administered in the school year.

• Test tickets may be reused throughout the school year. 

• Student test tickets contain personally identifiable information (PII) and must be 
kept confidential based on FERPA guidelines.

• All test tickets must be destroyed:
o after each test administration if not being reused or
o at the end of the school year if being reused. 

Refer to Secure Materials section of the Coordinator Resources for additional information.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793212784/Test+Security#Secure-Materials
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Secure and Confidential Materials

Secure Materials Confidential Materials

Test Session IDs Student Test Tickets

Online Assessments STAAR Alternate 2 Scoring 
Documents*

Test Booklets TELPAS Student Rating 
Rosters*

Secure Test Instructions TELPAS Writing Collection 
Documents*

STAAR Alternate 2 Image 
Cards

TELPAS Alternate 
Observable Behaviors 
Inventories*

STAAR Interim Assessment 
Questions in CRS

*These documents become 
confidential once student 
information has been added to 
them.TELPAS Calibration 

Activities

30

FERPA 
guidelines 

must be 
followed to 

preserve the 
confidentiality 

of student 
information 

listed on these 
materials.

Securing these 
materials is vital 
to ensure valid 

assessment 
results.

UPDATE
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Updated Policy Regarding Testing Windows

31

UPDATE

• District testing personnel MUST provide a testing opportunity to all eligible 
students during the district selected testing and make-up dates for: 
o STAAR, 
o STAAR Alternate 2, and 
o TELPAS (online and paper). 

• If a district has completed testing on the district selected testing and make-
up days, testing personnel are encouraged but not required to administer 
assessments to students who have not yet tested.

The relevant references in this training and on the Student Mobility page of the Coordinator Resources 
have also been updated.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793218212/Student+Mobility
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OOS/OOD Registration Form

To provide districts with greater control of their Out-of-School/Out-of-District 
(OOS/OOD) Test Site Registration, this form is now in TIDE.
Forms must be submitted based on the dates in the Calendar of Events.
District testing coordinators will be notified of any submissions.

32

NEW
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Updated Strikethrough Tool

33

UPDATE

Previous Updated
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Release of STAAR Braille Materials

34

The Issue: Lack of materials for training test 
administrators and need to familiarize students on the 
layout of the assessment

Current Solution: Plan to allow districts to keep their 
spring 2026 STAAR braille kit materials

Important to Know: Embargoed until summer 2026 
alongside regular release of online tests and scoring 
guides

NEW
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A supplemental aid should be like an unmarked road map. It is only useful if you already know your 
route. A strategy is like using GPS. It gives you turn-by-turn directions to the destination. 

Supplemental Aids for State Assessments: 
Content vs Testing Strategy

Example: To be able to use PEMDAS, a student would 
need to be able to independently
• Identify that the expression involves multiple 

operations (e.g., parentheses, exponents, etc.)
• Understand that the order of operations is necessary 

to solve it correctly
• Recall what the letters in PEMDAS represent
• Apply the order of operations

Example: RACES provides a step-by-step process for 
constructing a written response. 
• While the acronym contains words found in RLA 

standards, the strategy can be applied to any content 
area that requires a written response

NOT ALLOWED: Testing Strategy

Helps the student remember HOW

Includes: checklists or prompts

 They tell students how to respond to a test question

ALLOWED: Content Reminder

Helps the student remember WHAT

  Includes: content specific facts or rules

Students must know the content to use the support

UPDATE
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Isn’t a blank graphic organizer a way of providing a strategy?
No. A blank graphic organizer provides an empty framework (e.g., T-chart, Venn diagram), not a step-by-step process with specific actions.

Doesn’t “PEMDAS” provide a strategy for how to answer a math equation?
No. PEMDAS, or Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally, provides a reminder of in what order to complete a math equation. It does not instruct 
them on how to carry out solving the equation by reminding them how to multiple, divide, etc.,. Students would need to know what the 
symbols in the equation are and how to use them in order to answer the question. PEMDAS does not convey that information. 

Supplemental Aids: Considerations When Creating 
Mnemonic Devices and Blank Graphic Organizers

When developing a supplemental aid, ask the following questions to help determine if the support is providing a 
testing strategy. If the answer is yes, it is likely a strategy and should be adjusted to better fit the intent.

Mnemonic Devices
• Is it guiding them through a process or strategy for 

thinking, solving, or responding?
• Do the letters represent actions or steps (e.g., “Underline 

the question”)?
• Is the mnemonic generalizable across other subject area 

assessments?
• Does the mnemonic involve decision-making (e.g., 

identifying key information, choosing evidence)?

Blank Graphic Organizers
• Does it guide them through a thinking or response 

process?
• Does it guide students on how to approach a task by 

including labels or symbols?
• If arrows are present, does their flow imply a cognitive 

process rather than content organization?

Supplemental Aids: Considerations When Creating Mnemonic Devices 
and Blank Graphic Organizers for Use on State Assessments
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Hotline Direct

• This is a system for district 
personnel to locate and act upon 
written or verbal responses that 
trigger student alerts.

• Access will be provided to district 
testing coordinators, their 
assistants, and a new user role, 
the Hotline Direct Assistant 
(HDA).

37

*Potential mock-up

Coming 
Soon
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Family Portal Usage Dashboard

• Later this fall a Family Portal Usage 
Dashboard will be released that 
provides district-level users with 
general statistics. 

• Users will be able to:
• Filter by grade, program, etc.
• View historical comparisons
• View how the user (parent/guardian) 

logged into the Family Portal.

38

*Potential mock-up

Coming 
Soon
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Where can I learn more?

39

To learn more 
about new 

features and 
updates, 
filter by 

“NEW” in 
LMS.

Visit the Learning Management System

https://www.texasassessment.gov/testing-personnel.html


House Bill 8 Update
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What HB8 requirements benefit SY25-26?
• Monday Testing Rule Repealed

o Districts may choose to test on the first 
Monday of a testing window

• Texas Anxiety Mitigation 
o Language added to Test Administrator 

Manuals
o Districts are encouraged to review 

excessive testing practices earlier than 
2027-28.

• Family Portal Results In One Click
o TexasAssessment.gov to be updated 

soon

• District Results Notification
o 95% of districts utilize SSO

41

New SMS 
feature 

launching 
this spring!

House Bill 8 Frequently Asked Questions

Current eligible students enrolled in English II 
are still required to take the EOC in spring 2026 
and 2027 pursuant to Sec. 5.003(b) of HB 8.

https://www.texasassessment.gov/
https://www.texasassessment.gov/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fgovernment-relations-and-legal%2Fgovernment-relations%2Fhb-8-faqs-october-2025-0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKaren.Mayton%40tea.texas.gov%7C56f3d8bbad094b4b019008de127066a6%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638968471192877189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MUkmUzTU2vykgfz2XRn2MF5JwLQXqEOZXktvlPeYZsY%3D&reserved=0


• Support student success by serving on an assessment committee.

• Teachers, instructional coaches, content specialists, and administrators play an essential 
role:
• Passage Review: reviewing Reading Language Arts (RLA) each test passage.
• Item Review: reviewing and approving each potential test question. 
• Constructed Response Range-Finding: setting scoring boundaries for essays.
• Subject-Area Advisory Group providing feedback on subject-area-specific topics.
• Standard-Setting: establishing cut scores that define performance levels.

• Visit TexasAssessment.gov or use the QR code to sign up.

42

http://www.texasassessment.gov/
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Monday

• 4:30-5:30 NAEP Navigating New Horizons

Tuesday

• 8:00-9:00 STAAR Assessed Content

• 10:45-11:45 Early Childhood Assessment Requirements

• 1:30-2:30 Accountability Data Submission Timeline Review

• 3:00-4:00 Accessing Student Test Results

• 4:15-5:15 A-F Accountability

Wednesday

• 8:45-9:45 TELPAS Redesign

• 10:00-11:00 Assessment Scoring

Visit us at the TEA booth 
in the Exhibit Hall Monday 

and Tuesday!

Check out our TEA 
sessions!
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Thank you for all 
you do to serve the 
students in our 
state.
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