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Good morning! Thank you for joining us.

Assessment Development Content Teams

Chris Rozunick, Assessment
Development Division

Director,
christine.rozunick@tea.texas.gov

Chelaine Marion, Director,

Reading Language Arts
Chelaine.marion(@tea.texas.gov
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Joe Cisneros, Director,

TELPAS and STAAR Spanish
joe.cisneros@tea.texas.gov

R\ Jo Ann Bilderback, Director,
=8 @ \ath, Science, and Social

Studies

joann.bilderback@tea.texas.gov
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How can we help you?

Assessment Help Desk When you contact the Help
Desk, please include the
following information:

= Topic
» Questions
» Relevant information

» Contact information

(Please include availability if you
request a phone call.)
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https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
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TODAY’S AGENDA -




Science TEKS Implementation

Additional Content Updates




RECALL: Timeline for implementing the new science TEKS in
the state assessment program

I We are here I

|
2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 > 2025-2026

Educator focus groups to . . o II
R e o ul Lducators will be a part of both the planning and building of the new sc ience assessment.

Stakeholder and assessed curriculum

engagement : : ] D _
S UEERR EIISeN; emmilliEs Educators continue to participate in the developnient of tests (e.g.,
reviews feedback and makes . q | . -
recommendations reviewing and approval potential questions)
Test Start developing items aligned to new standards
development First field test of items ‘ |
aligned to new standards |
New TEKS operational in classrooms
; STAAR assesses STAAR assesses full
Implementation overlap curriculum scope of new TEKS IR

Standard-setting
for new assessment
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Science TEKS Updates - FULL IMPLEMENTATION

What is available on the TEA website?

What do the “shortened blueprints” mean?

P What 1s involved with “standard-setting”?
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The website has been updated for the current Assessed ”
Curriculum documents and Blueprints.

Expand All

Assessed Curriculum

December 2025 Only
* Biology

Beginning Spring 2026

The documents
beginning with the
Spring 2026

The December
administration for s ety (-5 nstere a5 Updated 070112029
the Biology EOC e et 8 ered e b Ut 810 028
will be the last e —— ' administration were
administration for Blueprints finalized on August 15t

the “transition No additional edits

year.’ These were made.
documents will be + ology

removed in
January 2026.

Beginning Spring 2026

& Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5 (Updated 08/01/2025)

* Elementary (3-5) administered in grade 5 Spanish (Updated 08/01/2025)
* Middle School (6-8) administered in grade 8 (Updated 08/01/2025)

* Biology (Updated 08/01/2025)
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The DRAFT watermark was removed from all the documents c

going into effect with the Spring 2026 administration.

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

Elementary Science
Assessment
Administered in Grade 5

Elementary Science STAAR Blueprint
des

Administered in Gra

Effective beginning with the
20252026 school year

Number of Number of

Eligible Texas E
Knowledge and Skills

r———

Texashssessment gov website.

Step 2: Groups of Texas
[ —

questions for the le
science grade band

d be able to do inthe

students.

‘STAAR Science Resources

T ..o

TEA

Texas Education Agency

mentary

Step 4: Questions that pass all

d and accurate. The:
d-testq

un famil
are called

h info

STARR Resources for all Assessn

Assessment Development Dvison

TEXAS ASSESSMENT

formto provide educat

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

strand Number of Questions  Number of Points. uestion T Point Value
a er of Questions er of Poi Question Types by Point value {0 07 OF NP
Matter and Energy 35 =
B2 | 182
Force, Motion, and Energy s 58 non-muliple choice)
Earth and space 1012 1115
A a5 512
‘Organisms and Environments a5 se oice)
Total 2426 30 Total 22 30
Sub-scores willno be reported forthe Strands.
y course. The dc
ial hot spat,inine che ipar, iselect R), and clust
‘question sets,
a in the custer. Practice Test st
Development Process: STAAR questions go through devel ne or y student knowledge.
Every question on STAAR is created for Texas students. and approval of Texas ed Texas ed

strand

Biology
Assessment

Eligible Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills

Lr——

Number of Questions

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

Middle School
Science Assessment
Administered in Grade 8

Middle School Science STAAR Blueprint
Administered in Grade 8

Effective
20252026 sch

Eligible Texas E

Knowledge and Skills

T o ey

Biology STAAR Blueprint ffective begiming wih the

‘Spring 2026 administration

Number of Numbe

Number of Points

Question Types by Point value  {gmite of Memher
Plological Structu 1218 1316
%30 | 2630

Mechanisms of Genetics 79 811 non-muitiple choice)
Biological Evolution 79 811
i it . o) 57 10-14
Interdependence withi — s choice)
Total a0 [Total 335 a0
‘Sub-scores willnot be reported for the Strands.
Curricul y Th dc

hot spot, inline ch ftipart, Hiselect, R), text ents
and cluster. s
the cluster Practice Test site:

througha d

ted for review and approval of 1 the

TexasAssessment.gov website.

Step 1: Questions are written
0 align with the TEKS, which
describe what stu

with the

STAR Science Resources

Teas Education Agency

step 2: Groups of Texas

Step 3 Questions are tested
out by Texas students but do

Step a: Questions that pass al
previous steps can be selected
for an operational STAAR test
form s and

unbiased, and
allstudents
STARR Resources for ol Assessments

Assessment Development Division Updated Fal 2025
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T —
to

« educ

ould quest
nd be able to do i the s
middle school
band.

ience grade

Step 2: Groups of Texas
ators review and approve

tions for the middie school

s [ —— P ———
Watterand Energy 57 o5
1z
Force, Mation,and Energy s 710 non-maltipe choice)
Earth and Space 79 812
o 57
‘Organisms and Environments 79 812 choice)
Total %3 5 ot 5%
Sub-scores wil ot b reparted for th Sronds
y course. The Asessed
. ot s, nnech fipar, fiscec,
al a 5 questions.|
the practce Testste
Development process: STAAR questions go through a o y sue
vy question on STAAR i reated for Texas students o Texas e o aoplytops
T wwebste.

Step 3: Questions are tested
out by Texas students but do
ot count towards their scores

algn with the

0.l tudent

STAAR Science Resources

Texas Education Agency

‘STAAR Resources for ol Assessments

Assessment Development Dvison

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE
STAAR REFERENCE MATERIALS

ot distance
EED

Average speed

Net fore = (mass)(accelraton)
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MOST POPULAR FAQ: Will the 3@ and 6 grade standards be “
assessed in Spring 20267

We announced at the
2024 science state
conference that the

grades 3 and 6 will
not be included on
the 2026 STAAR test

forms to allow for

instructional shifts in
the new TEKS.

What TEKS are eligible to be assessed with the full implementation into

STAAR?

Full Implementation into STAAR

» Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents

Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Reference Materials (Middle School Only):
NEW reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

For Spring 2026 ONLY, the grade 3 and grade 6
standards included on the assessed curriculum
documents will not be included on STAAR to
allow for instructional shifts in the new TEKS.

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

and following years

» Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents

Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Reference Materials (Middle School Only):
NEW reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

Beginning with the Spring 2027
administration, all standards on the assessed

curriculum documents are available to be
assessed on STAAR.

Supporting Academic Achievement

TEA TEXAS ASSESSMENT
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Science TEKS Updates - FULL IMPLEMENTATION

What do the “shortened blueprints” mean?

TEA ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 11
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Sub-scores will not be reported.

With the shortened
blueprints, the number of
questions under each Strand
has been proportionally
reduced. As a result, the sub-
scores will not be reported.

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Texas Education Agency

Strand

Elementary Science STAAR Blueprint
Administered in Grade 5

Number of Questions  Number of Points

Question Types by Point Value

Effective beginning with the
2025-2026 school year

Number of Number of
Questions  Points

Matter and Energy ) . ) )
- 1-paint qqestlons_ {multiple choice and 18-22 18-22
Force, Motion, and Energy 5-8 non—multiple choice)
Earth and Space 11-15 . . )
2—point questions (non—multiple 46 B-12
Organisms and Environments 58 choice)
Total 30 Total 24-26 30

Sub—scores will not be reported fi

Curriculum: All student expectations are reguired to be taught in their entirety for a grade level or course. The Assessed Curriculum document outlines the
student expectations that are eligible to be assessed on the elementary grade—band science state summative assessment administered in grade 5.

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart, multiple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), and cluster
guestion sets. Cluster question sets are composed of a stimulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in the cluster
counts as a separate question in the blueprint and is scored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site

Development Process: STAAR guestions go through a rigorous development and review process to ensure they accurately measure student knowledge.
Every question on STAAR is created for Texas students with the review and approval of Texas educators. Texas educators can apply to participate on the

TexasAssessment.gov website.
Step 1: Questions are written to
align with the TEKS ich

kn be able to do in the
elementary schence grade band.

Step 2: Groups of Texas
educators review and approve
questions for the elementary
science grade band to ensure

guestions are g

unbiased, and accessible to all
students.

STAAR Science Resources

Texas Education Agency

Step 3: Questions are tested out
by Texas students but do not
count towards their scores to
confirm that

unbiased and accurate

are called fiel

Step 4: Questions that pass all
previous steps can be selected
for an operational STAAR test
form to provide educan

aching and learning.

STAAR Resources for oll Assessments

Assessment Development Division

Updated Fall 2025
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Teachers can still access information about how students 9
performed for each Strand.

TEWASASSESSMENT ‘ q Reporting © Hep Bilderback, Jo Ann v
Hlector > Dashboard Generator > Dashboard > Performance on Tests > District Performance on Test Enter TSDS Number Q
A\verage Score and Performance Distribution for  Spring 2025 STAAR Grade 5 Science Onl v  (STAAR 3-8 Spring 2025 Sci & SS), by Campus and Reporting Category: Demo District 1, 2024-2025 i3 Features & Tools

‘iltered By Campus: All Campuses | Test Administrations: STAAR 3-8 Spring 2025 Sci & SS | Reporting Time Period: 05/06/2025 | Standards Keys [l

o N © I © i sy ° o
= N w o
= g 2|8
o = 5
2 Average Item Numbers, Standards Keys and Points Earned 2 Average Item Numbers, Standards Keys and Points Earned = §
3 Average Points = Average Points 2 -
Performance Distribution 2 Percent Earned out =) Percent Earned out = 3
m Correct of Po!nts 7 8 12 16 19 21 g Correct of Po!nls 2 11 17 18 22 28 31 2 g
@ Possible P Possible 2 &
g 1pt 1pt 1pt 1pt 1pt 1pt 2 1pt 2pt 2pt 1pt 1pt 1pt 1pt ':<';‘
m =
E=IIZN o :
State . taex | 4% 17%12% 47% 3/6 @ 0.64 0.43 0.51 0.41 0.41 043 € 56% 5/9 @ 0.6 1.5 0.91 0.52 0.45 0.4 0.67 g
~N wunt 137K 131K 66.7K6.7K @

Beginning with the Spring 2026 administration, there will be one tab with the
questions listed in numerical order. Teachers can use the published answer key to
1dentify the student expectation and strand for each question.

TEA ‘ TEXA S ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 13
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The published answer key will have a column for Strand in 9
place of the Reporting Category column from previous
administrations.

STAAR Spring 2025 Grade 8 Science

A et [ rect “Strand” will replace
Item | .o TEKS paimum | co R¥Mgting | Readiness or p
Position yYpe Assessed Points Answer(s) Ca Supporting " . "
e , Reporting Category.
1 Choie 7.6.(B) 1 B 1 Readiness
Drag and See ]
2 Doon 8.9(A) 2 Appendix 1.1 3 Readiness
Multiple .
3 Choice 7.6(C) 1 A 1 Supporting
Multiple .
4 Choice 8.9(B) 1 D 3 Supporting
Multiple .
5 Choice 8.7(8) 1 D 2 Readiness
6 Multipart 7.10(8) 2 A D 3 p——
Multiple .
7 Choice 8.12(B) 1 c 4 Supporting
Multiple .
8 Choice 6.12(A) 1 B 4 Readiness
Multiple .
7 Choice 6.9(A) 1 B 3 Readiness
Multiple .
10 c.mii’e 6.6(C) 1 C 1 Supporting
Multiple .
1 Chotes 6.9(8) 1 A 3 Supporting
Multiple
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Science TEKS Updates - FULL IMPLEMENTATION

What 1s involved with “standard-setting”?

TEA ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 15
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What is standard-setting? e

Standard-setting is the process of determining the cut scores

between each of the performance levels. This process occurs any time
there are new TEKS or a new blueprint.

O

O

o

Approaches
Grade Level

O

Meets
Grade Level

Masters
Grade Level

Does Not Meet
Grade Level

TEI!I' ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 16



Who participates in standard-setting? e

A committee composed of
Texas educators meet for
standard-setting.

O
Standard-setting is based, to a

large degree, on the judgment
of educators.

vvvvvvv

Committee members have relevant content
knowledge and experience with a variety of
student groups.

= Be subject-matter experts well-versed in the TEKS
= Understand the student population

= Be able to estimate item difficulty

= Understand the instructional environment

= Appreciate the consequences of the standards
= Berepresentative of key stakeholder groups

Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 17



When does standard-setting occur?

Biology EOC
—Spring 2026 ]

Typically, this occurs in the
summer after the first i
administration of the new '
assessment. Due to the graduation
requirement connected with the April/May 2026 — Test Administration
Biology EOC, standard setting will
occur in the spring for Biology to
ensure results are available before
graduation.

Summer 2026

Elementary and
Middle School
Science

TEI!I' ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 18



Additional Content Updates

Science: Clusters, Inline Choice, Match

Table Grid

6)

Math?

Q What test do students take for Advanced

TEA ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 19
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Science will have three new operational question types

beginning with the Spring 2026 administration.

How is energy transformed in the examples shown in the table?

Choose the correct answer from the drop-down menus to complete the table.

Examples Type of Energy Transformation
A battery powers the RFID tag on the cat’s collar. [ C] tﬂ[
The circuit causes the speaker to say the word “food”. [ A] to[

Inline Choice
(drop-down menu)

Complete the table by identifying each example as an inherited trait or a learned behavior.

Examples

The cat eats its food.
The cat is a gray color.

The dog presses a button when hungry.

0O/o0|0|0O
O/o0o|0|0

The dog begins to drool when food is poured into the bowl.

Match Table Grid

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Texas Education Agency

Inherited Trait Learned Behavior

Clusters

Read the information provided. Then select the best answer to each
question.

A student has set up some systems to help feed a pet cat and a pet dog.

The cat’s collar has an RFID tag with a battery. The diagram shows what
happens when the cat approaches its feeder.

Cat approaches
feeder

RFID tag

\ The dog has been trained to push a button with its paw when it is hungry. When the
/ button is pushed, the speaker says the word “food” and the student then feeds the

dog. The button is connected to the circuit shown.

Button

Battery

Speaker

Complete the model shown by identifying the path that light travels to allow the cat to see its food.

Move the correct arrow to each box. Not all arrows will be used.

el el N
al1®
/ Foad

Ny

Cat's Eye

The student notices that the circuit shown in the image has stopped working. When the dog pushes the button, the speaker does
not say the word “food.”

How should the student fix the circuit?

® Replace the button with a closed switch

® Add another speaker to the circult

@ Replace the battery with a new battery

® Replace the wires with rubber bands

Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 20




Grade 6 Math will have a new question type that will be e
field-tested beginning with the Spring 2026 administration.

6.4E Represent ratios and percents with concrete models, fractions, and decimals.

The modelis divided into 15 equal sections as shown. Shade the parts so that 40% is
shaded.

Select the parts that should be shaded.

TEA | TE KAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 21
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What assessment do students in Advanced Math take? e

o More information is needed to answer this question.

Advanced Math courses adopted by the SBOE Locally developed courses to compact the

When the students complete course 1, they have middle school TEKS

covered all of Grade 6 Math and part of Grade 7.

I Students will take the STAAR for the highest grade
Grade 6 = Grade 6 Math STAAR I level/course completed during the class. Districts
will need to determine which course was covered
I in its entirely (all TEKS covered); students will take
the grade level STAAR/EOC for this course.

When the students complete course 2, they have
covered all of Grade 7 Math and most of Grade 8.

Crade 7 = Grade 7 Math STAAR I Local district evaluates their course

When the students complete course 3, they have - t . .
rmine the highest completed
covered all of Grade 8 Math and all of Algebral. I o dete (ej le lg/ P

graae level/course

Grade 8 = Algebra | EOC |

TEI!I' ‘ TEXAS ASSESSMENT Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 22






Texas Education Agency

House Bill 8
essment Updates




How does House Bill 8 impact Assessments? TELA

Texas Education Agency

Starting with the 2027-28 school SST has the following requirements:

year, HB 8 will overhaul the Texas u
Assessment Program by replacing
STAAR with a new instructionally supportive
assessment program for Texas schools,

Assessments must be shorter than STAAR
assessments and must be designed to support
accommodations for students who need them.

named the Student Success Tool (SST) in = Students with the most significant cognitive
statute, which includes: disabilities are required to be assessed with EOY

assessments in the same grades/subjects and
For Grades 3-8 (including Spanish): courses listed above but will not participate in
Required BOY, MOY, & EQY assessments BOY or MOY assessments.

For EOC: Optional BOY and MOY .
assessments, and required EOC
assessments (English Il will be removed)

Assessment results must be provided to school
systems within two business days after the
testing window closes.

mmmnnm Balanced = m m m |[nnovative = m m m Streamlined = s m s Actionables s s n =



What are requirements of the SST test design? TELS.

Texas Education Agency

Beginning-of-year Middle-of-year End-of-year (EOY)
(BOY) (MOY) Two parts

Calendar September January - February Early April May
*
Format Adaptive Adaptive Static Static
Question types Multiple Multiple Extended Multiple
choice/Multiple choice/Multiple Constructed Choice/Multiple
select select Response/ECR select

Educators will be involved in every part of the development and scoring process

*The BOY and MOY assessments will be adaptive to allow for shorter assessments that provide the most useful student-level information;
The EQY assessment will be static to ensure parents and teachers have full access to all released test questions each school year.
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e

Please provide your
feedback.
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Thank you for
joining us this
morning.

We appreciate your
attendance and
feedback.

TEA TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Please contact the Assessment Help
Desk if you have additional questions.

[=]r.
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