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Agenda

2

▪ TELPAS Updates and Reminders

▪ TELPAS Alternate Updates and Reminders

▪ LPAC Reminders



TELPAS Updates and Reminders
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The TELPAS assessment window includes the time needed for verification. There is not a separate verification 

window.



New Enhancements

5

▪ Enhanced Educator Guide to TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate  

▪ Starting in 2019-2020, the TELPAS Online Training Center will have the 
capability to save teachers’ certificates from year to year

▪ New Scoring of the TELPAS Speaking Responses document

▪ New TELPAS Speaking Rescore Request

▪ Expanded Practice Sets for Listening and Speaking

▪ Spring 2020 released tests for reading, and listening & speaking

▪ Development of the New TELPAS Speaking Items Scoring Guide



Enhanced 
Educator Guide
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▪ For K-1 (Chapter 3)

• 2 examples and 1 rating practice

• video clips for reading, listening, 
and speaking domains

• writing samples for the writing 
domain

▪ Located on the TELPAS and 
TELPAS Alternate Resources 
webpages.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate


Enhanced 
Educator Guide  
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▪ Grades 2-12 Listening/Speaking 
(Chapter 4)

• description of item types with 
annotations for listening and 
speaking

• links to practice sets and tutorials 
are included to experience how 
some items appear in the online 
format

▪ Located on the TELPAS and 
TELPAS Alternate Resources 
webpages.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate
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▪ Grades 2-12 Writing (Chapter 4)

• 2 examples and 1 rating practice

▪ Located on the TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate 
Resources webpages.

Enhanced 
Educator Guide 

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate


TELPAS Online Training Center
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▪ Starting in 2019-2020, the TELPAS Online Training Center will 
have the capability to save teachers’ certificates from year to 
year. 

▪ Certificates will still be available to print immediately after 
successful course/calibration completion, but it may take up to 
24 hours for emailed certificates to arrive in a user’s inbox.

▪ As best practice, it is still recommended that teachers print and 
keep a copy of their certificates.  



TELPAS Online Training Center  
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▪Creating accounts in TELPAS Online Training Center
• Teachers are required to create a new account this year

• Keyword needed to create new account; keyword accessed from DTC
o December 16th communication 

o TELPAS Online Training Coordinator Resources Information document posted in
PearsonAccessnext > Reports > Published Reports

• TEA not allowed to give out this keyword



Scoring of TELPAS Speaking Responses Document
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▪Overview of the process of how 
student speaking responses are 
scored by Pearson

▪ For educators, administrators, and 
parents



TELPAS Speaking Rescore Request
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▪ As part of the TELPAS scoring process as mentioned in the 
new Scoring of the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) Speaking Responses document, 
districts will be able to request a student's speaking test be 
rescored.

▪ A rescore request form must be completed.

• The form can only be submitted by the district testing coordinator.

• The form will be submitted through TELPAS Assessment 

Management System.

▪ Additional information about the rescore process will be 

forthcoming.



TELPAS Listening and Speaking Practice Sets

13

▪ Now include all four grade bands
• 2-3

• 4-5

• 6-8

• 9-12

▪ Additional practice items

▪ Additional item types

▪ Will still be accessed through 
TestNav app
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▪ Are solely for practice (should not be used to predict success on 

TELPAS)

▪ Created to help students become familiar with the functionality of 

online listening and speaking items

▪ Include sample items 

• should not be treated like released tests

• not a true reflection of the various difficulty levels of items on the test

▪ Allow students to practice listening to test items 

▪ Allow students to practice recording speaking responses

• provide multiple opportunities to interact with microphone

• encourage students to plan their speaking response before actually recording it 

(using online notepad or scratch paper)

TELPAS Listening and Speaking Practice Sets  



Spring 2020 Released Tests
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Spring 2020 tests for reading, listening, and speaking

▪ Will be accessible in TestNav



Development of TELPAS Speaking Items 
Scoring Guide
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▪ Will include exemplars of actual student responses at the 
different score points for TELPAS speaking items

▪ Will include annotations



2-12 Rater Credentials (writing only)
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▪ Starting in 2019-2020, a rater does not need to have the 
student in class at the time of the spring assessment. 

▪ The rater (including a substitute teacher) selected to rate an EL 
must
• hold valid Texas education credentials, such as a teacher certificate or 

permit

• be appropriately trained in the holistic rating process*

▪ Paraprofessionals may not serve as raters.
*Please note that districts, at their discretion, can implement additional requirements for 2-12 raters of writing 
collections. 



Centralized Raters
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▪ Districts have the option to designate one or more 
centralized raters to rate TELPAS grades 2-12 writing 
collections districtwide, campus wide or by grade level.
• The designated raters will still have to meet the TELPAS rater 

requirements (training and calibration).

• Exception: This does not apply to raters of students that 
have been approved for a special administration of the listening 
and speaking assessment.



Centralized Raters
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▪ The implementation of centralized raters is not a requirement.
• It is solely an option to provide districts some flexibility in the TELPAS 

assessment of grades 2-12 student writing collections.

▪ As previously noted, the centralized raters will still have to 
meet the TELPAS rater requirements.
• Districts, at their own discretion, may require additional training for those 

raters designated as centralized raters.



TELPAS Writing Collections: Teachers of ELs
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▪ Teachers of ELs in grades 2-12 are still required to assemble an 
EL’s writing collection to be rated.

▪ Campus coordinators will need to determine which teachers 
will be assembling student writing collection(s).

▪ The teacher assembling the collection will confirm the 
collection is assembled according to set criteria and initial and 
sign the Writing Collection Verification Checklist and Writing 
Collection Cover Sheet.



UPDATED! Writing Collection Cover Sheet
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▪ The Printed Name of Teacher and 
Signature of Teacher lines were 
added for use only when using 
centralized raters.

▪ The teacher assembling the 
writing collection completes 
these lines confirming the 
information on the cover sheet.



UPDATED! Writing Collection Verification 
Checklist
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▪ The Teacher initials column was 
previously titled Rater but was 
changed with the addition of the 
centralized rater option.

▪ The Printed Name of Teacher and 
Signature of Teacher lines were also 
added with the addition of the 
centralized rater option.

▪ The teacher assembling the writing 
collection initials and signs all 
corresponding teacher sections 
regardless of serving as a rater or not.



Writing Collection: Teacher Rater
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Example of a 
completed Writing 
Collection Cover 
Sheet and Writing 
Collection 
Verification 
Checklist when the 
teacher is the rater.



Writing Collection: Centralized Rater
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Example of a 
completed Writing 
Collection Cover 
Sheet and Writing 
Collection 
Verification 
Checklist when 
using a centralized 
rater.



UPDATED! TELPAS Student Rating Roster
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The TELPAS Student Rating 
Roster was also updated to 
reflect the centralized rater 
option.



TELPAS Composite Rating
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▪ Starting in the 2019-2020 school year, the overall composite score will 
not be provided. Only each domain proficiency rating and the overall 
composite rating will be provided.

▪ The TELPAS composite results indicate a student’s overall level of 
English language proficiency and are determined from the student’s 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing proficiency ratings. 

▪ Each language domain rating is equally weighted at 25%. 

▪ Specific information about composite scores, ratings, criteria, and 
examples can be found in the TELPAS Interpretive Guide.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Accountability/State_Accountability/Performance_Reporting/Interpreting_Assessment_Reports/


TELPAS Testing: Allowable Activities  
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Test Administrators:

▪ TAs may read the directions in the gray-box directions. 

• The gray-box directions may be read, clarified, and/or translated for the student at the 

student’s request.

Students:

▪ Students may prepare their spoken response by planning or writing out their 

response using either the notepad tool in TestNav or using the scratch paper and 

pencil provided during the test administration. 

▪ Best practice – Students should check their answers, such as making sure an 

answer is selected for the reading and listening items and listening to their spoken 

responses to make sure the responses are audible.

▪ Students may listen to the recorded prompts as many times as needed.



Gray-Box Directions
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TELPAS Speaking: Best Practices for Students
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▪ Speak clearly.

• Make sure your microphone is close to your mouth but not touching your lips. 

• Avoid whispering.

▪ Give as much detail as possible, speak in complete sentences, and use 

vocabulary (academic language) you have learned in class.  

• If you do not know a word in English to express yourself use a description of that word 

to relay your message. 

▪ Avoid playing with the headset, microphone, or headset cord.

▪ Listen to your answer to make sure you can hear yourself clearly.  

• Ask yourself if your teacher would ask you to repeat your answer or speak louder.



TELPAS Alternate Updates and Reminders
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TELPAS Alternate Key Dates Date

Submit counts for TELPAS Alternate test administrator manuals 10/21 - 11/8

Districts receive TELPAS Alternate test administrator manuals 1/6 -1/10

Submit student registrations for TELPAS Alternate 1/10 - 4/3

TELPAS Alternate assessment window 2/24 – 4/3

TELPAS Alternate reports posted to the Assessment Management System 5/8

Districts submit TELPAS Alternate score code changes 5/8 - 5/15

Calendar of Events



Observable Behaviors and Classroom Examples
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▪ Texas teachers developed 
classroom examples to 
help test administrators 
better understand the 
descriptions of student 
performance for each 
Observable Behavior.

▪ Elementary and secondary 
examples describe one 
way that students could 
demonstrate each skill 
across the five levels of 
proficiency.
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TELPAS Alternate Enhancements 

for Spring 2020

▪ An additional set of classroom 

examples were added to 5 of the 

10 Observable Behaviors in each 

domain (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing).

▪ Classroom examples are located 

on the TELPAS Alternate webpage.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate


Test Administrator Training
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▪ Required training includes
• Test security training, and 

• TELPAS Alternate administration 
procedures training.

▪ Test administrators for TELPAS 
Alternate are not required to 
complete online basic training or 
calibrate in order to complete the 
holistic inventory.

▪ TEA highly recommends that 
TELPAS Alternate test 
administrators view a series of 
short training PowerPoints on the 
TEA TELPAS Alternate Resources 
page.



TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements

35

For students in grades 3-12, the 

LPAC in conjunction with the 

ARD will now answer question 

1: “Is the student identified in 

PEIMS as LEP/EL?” and initial 

the assurances in Step II.



TELPAS Alternate 
Resources
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LPAC Reminders
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LPAC as Sole Authority
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▪ LPAC sole authority for
• Extra time (Same Day)

• Oral/Signed Administration (TTS for online tests)

• Content and Language Supports

▪ These designated supports decisions are based on a 

student’s particular need for second language 

acquisition support.

▪ ELs are still eligible to receive other designated 

supports through other committees (ARD, RTI, 504, 

etc.) in conjunction with the LPAC.



LPAC: Designated Supports and Reclassification
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Students for whom the LPAC recommends the following 
designated supports for any English reading or English EOC 
assessments, may not be eligible for reclassification at the 
end of the school year.

✓ Extra time (Same Day)
✓ Oral/Signed Administration (TTS for online tests)
✓ Content and Language Supports



Training Available on TEA's YouTube Page
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▪ Access training and informational videos

▪ Located on TEA Communications 
webpage under Social Media heading

https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/News_and_Multimedia/TEA_Communications


Frequent Questions and 
Answers

41



TELPAS 

Do calibration proctors need to sign an oath? 

Yes, calibration proctors must be trained in TELPAS administration procedures 
and sign the general oath. Districts SHOULD NOT submit the oath to the 
vendor. Oaths are required to be kept locally.

Students who leave/enroll before/during/after the window? 

If the student situation is not covered in the DCCR please contact 
Student Assessment at 512-463-9536.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/191399635/Review+student+records


TELPAS

Are seating charts required? 

Yes, for TELPAS online tests only, not holistic ratings.

Do centralized raters have to be teachers?

Centralized raters must meet the rater credentials as listed on pages 13-14 of 
the TELPAS Rater Manual.

Can a rater also serve as a verifier?

No, raters are not permitted to serve as verifiers. (TELPAS Rater Manual, p.26)



TELPAS  
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Should districts set up TELPAS writing sessions to collect 
samples?

Writing samples should be taken from authentic classroom activities that are 
grounded in content area TEKS and ELPS. (TELPAS Rater Manual, p.23). 
Separate writing TELPAS sessions are not allowed.



TELPAS Alternate
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We have Junior and Senior ELs in our district who have previously 
met the participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2 but have 
completed their EOC testing requirements and therefore not 
testing this spring. Are they still eligible for TELPAS Alternate? 

If these ELs met participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2 in the past, then 

they meet eligibility for TELPAS Alternate.

Are teachers and service providers with whom the test 
administrators collaborate required to sign an oath?

Teachers and service providers with whom the test administrator collaborates do 

not have to sign an oath, however, they must ensure confidentiality of the 

information.



TELPAS Alternate
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Students who leave/enroll before/during/after the window?

If an EL enrolls in a Texas public school BEFORE February 24 (the start of the TELPAS Alternate 
assessment window), the receiving campus is responsible for all TELPAS Alternate assessments. This 
is true whether the student enrolls from another Texas school or from another state or country.

If an EL enrolls ON or AFTER February 24, the student does not have to be tested. The receiving 
campus at the new district can mark the tests complete and assign an “E” score code to the tests. 
Document the reason for the score code at the local level.

If a student withdraws from your campus before the TELPAS Alternate assessment window begins, 
remove the student’s test assignments. If the student enrolls in another Texas public school, the 
receiving campus will not be able to add test assignments or account for the student in the 
Assessment Management System if the student has test assignments on another campus.

If an EL withdraws ON or AFTER February 24, the sending campus is responsible for TELPAS 
Alternate of students who were enrolled before February 24 but withdraw before the close of the 
window. The sending district will either submit the Observable Behaviors entered into the online 
system for scoring, or assign an "E" score code depending on whether the student was able to be 
assessed in all four domains (i.e. all 40 Observable Behaviors).



TELPAS Alternate  
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After the assessment is complete and observations have been 

transcribed into the online system, do districts need to keep each 

student’s official paper holistic inventory in his or her permanent 

record file? 

Yes. Districts will need to keep each student’s official paper holistic inventory with 
observations in the student’s permanent record file for two years (TELPAS Alternate 
Test Administrator Manual, page 7).

For educators that used the optional Observable Behaviors (notes version) 
throughout the school year, it is at the district’s discretion if they choose to keep 
the Observable Behaviors (notes version) in the student’s permanent record file as 
well.



TELPAS Alternate   

Are seating charts required?

No, TELPAS Alternate is a holistic inventory.

Do TELPAS Alternate test administrators need to take online training and calibrate?

TELPAS Alternate test administrators do not calibrate. Refer to page 2 of the TELPAS Alternate Test 

Administrator Manual for additional information on test administrators.

It’s highly recommended that TELPAS Alternate test administrators review the short training 

PowerPoints on the TEA TELPAS Alternate Resources webpage.

Do I need to create test sessions?

No, test sessions do not need to be created because TELPAS Alternate does not use TestNav.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate


TELPAS Alternate 

What do I do if I need more observable behaviors?

Districts may photocopy the separate observable behaviors that were included 
with their manuals.

When do I complete observable behaviors?

During the scheduled test administration window (Feb. 24–April 3)



LPAC

Where can I find information about calculating years in U.S. 
schools?

The Instructions for Years in U.S. Schools Data Collection document is located 
on the TEA Language Proficiency Assessment Committee Resources page.

Where can I find the 2019-2020 Decision-Making Guide for 
LPACs?

The 2019-2020 Decision-Making Guide for LPACs document is located on the 
TEA Language Proficiency Assessment Committee Resources page.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Student_Assessment_Overview/Accommodation_Resources/Language_Proficiency_Assessment_Committee_Resources
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Student_Assessment_Overview/Accommodation_Resources/Language_Proficiency_Assessment_Committee_Resources


For Questions Regarding:
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Identification/Reclassification: 

▪ Direct questions regarding EL identification and/or reclassification to  
English Learner support at 512-463-9414.

Accountability: 

▪ Direct questions regarding accountability (i.e. How will _______ affect our 
campus/district rating?) to Performance Reporting at 512-463-9704.



For More Information
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TEA’s Student Assessment Division

512-463-9536

assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov

TELPAS Resources Webpage

TELPAS Alternate Resources Webpage

mailto:assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/TELPAS_Alternate


Disclaimer
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These slides have been prepared by the Student Assessment 
Division of the Texas Education Agency. You are encouraged to 
use them for local training.

If any of the slides are changed for local use, please hide or 
remove any TEA logos, headers, or footers. (You may need to edit 
the Master slide.) In addition, you must remove the photographs. 
Only TEA has parental permission to use these photographs for 
training purposes.

This training is not intended to replace any materials or additional 
information on the TEA website.


