
To the Administrator Addressed 

DATE: September 21, 2023 

SUBJECT: TX K-12 Cybersecurity Initiative Updates 

CATEGORY: Cybersecurity Funding Opportunity for LEAs 

NEXT STEPS: Eligible LEAs request Endpoint Detection and Response through DIR 

Overview 

To counter the rising surge of ransomware and malicious activity affecting local educational agencies (LEAs) 
around the state, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) is launching the TX K-12 Cybersecurity Initiative, funded 
by the Texas Legislature between September 1, 2023, and August 31, 2025. Thank you to all the LEAs that 
have taken action to prepare for the launch of this program and completed an inter-local agreement with 
the Department of Information Resources (DIR). 

Services Available for Request 

LEAs who are interested and eligible to acquire TEA-funded Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) may 
now request this service via the Service Now portal. Login information is provided to each LEA after signing 
an inter-local agreement with DIR. Based on current adoption rates, LEAs with enrollment of 15,000 or less 
may now request a license count of up to 20% of student enrollment based on 2022-2023 PEIMS Fall 
submission data that is currently in AskTED. 

• Instructions for requesting EDR

• Frequently Asked Questions

Upcoming Services 

• Technical assistance provided by regional education service centers (ESCs) is planned but will not be
available until grant funding is established. LEAs that will require technical assistance from the ESCs
for in-scope projects of the K-12 Cybersecurity Initiative, including EDR implementation, will need to
wait until further communication from ESCs and TEA on technical assistance availability.

• Cybersecurity Assessments – TEA and DIR are finalizing criteria and will communicate in the fall of
2023 with details for requesting this service.

• Network Detection Response – More details to come.

Additional Supports and Questions 

For future announcements of service availability please stay tuned to Cybersecurity Coordinator Forum 
Webinars and K-12 Cybersecurity Initiative site. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Facademics%2Flearning-support-and-programs%2Ftechnology-planning%2Fsts-new-customer-information-form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://sso.sharedservices.dir.texas.gov/siteminderagent/forms/login2.fcc
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/technology-planning/mss-edr-order-process.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/technology-planning/k-12-cybersecurity-initiative-faqs
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8234183618339320587
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8234183618339320587
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/technology-planning/k-12-cybersecurity-initiative


 
 

 

Please email questions to cybersecurity@tea.texas.gov or DIRSecurity@dir.texas.gov. 

mailto:cybersecurity@tea.texas.gov
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