TES
EA To the Administrator Addressed

Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath

1701 North Congress Avenue * Austin, Texas 78701-1494 512 463-9734 * 512 463-9838 FAX ¢ tea.texas.gov

DATE: June 18, 2026

SUBJECT: School Bus Safety Grant Program

CATEGORY: School Safety

NEXT STEPS: Eligible districts should complete the IDC Data Application
Overview

The passing of the General Appropriations Act, Senate Bill (SB) 1 (89th Regular Legislative Session),
created the School Bus Safety Grant Program (Rider 85). The grant program will assist school systems
with retrofitting school buses with three-point seat belts. This letter provides details about the grant
program.

School Bus Safety Grant Program

The Texas Legislature appropriated $10M for the School Bus Safety Grant Program. This Informal
Discretionary Competition (IDC) grant program will provide award recipients with a maximum of $6,000
per school bus to retrofit school buses with three-point seat belts.

Eligibility
For eligibility requirements, review the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Appendix B: Additional
Guidelines for Informal Discretionary Competition (IDC) Grants: Eligibility to Apply.

The following school systems are eligible to apply for the grant by first completing the IDC Data
Application:

e School systems receiving the Transportation Allotment, under Texas Education Code, Section
48.151.
e School systems that have completed the SB 546 Reporting on School Seat Belt Costs.

IDC Data Application

e |DC Data Application link

e Deadline to submit: August 14, 2026.

e Note: Once a survey is initiated, it will remain accessible for submission for 48 hours. After that
period, all entered information will expire, and the applicant must restart the process.

e School systems can download a PDF preview of the survey prior to completing the Qualtrics
survey.

e School Bus Safety Grant Program — Program Guidelines

Additional Supports and Questions
The Office of School Safety and Security will host Office Hours to support the grant process. To attend
the Office Hours sessions, please register via Zoom.

For additional information, please email the Office of School Safety and Security at
safeschools@tea.texas.gov.



https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/grants/grants-administration/general-and-fiscal-guidelines-7-1-2025-and-after.pdf
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3De2tQaAh0rjc8K
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/CP/File.php?F=F_nF4qGTnGW0toc2N
https://tea4avcastro.tea.state.tx.us/eGrants/26-27/27024601/proguide.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/RGaU3f0eRyuJiJwfe-GDMQ#/
mailto:safeschools@tea.texas.gov

