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Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and Early Learning Programs (ELPs) have many
options when choosing a partnership model that best meets their specific

needs. Partnerships fall into two categories, formal and informal. Each model has
unique benefits for partnership stakeholders.

Formal Partnerships:

*  Formal Partnership Models allow for the LEA and ELP or Head Start program to dually enroll
children, provide prekindergarten and/or additional comprehensive services or extended
hours, and blend multiple sources of funding. Each partner must meet the requirements and
standards of their respective programs.
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* Informal Partnership Models are individualized to meet the unique needs and resources of
the community they serve. LEAs and ELPs can be innovative in creating models that best
serve their communities. In an informal partnership, children are not dually enrolled so
district ADA funds are not shared with the ELP.

Informal partnerships:
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