
G/T Tuesday 
Special Populations – Gifted/Talented Education

January 5, 2021



Objectives

• G/T Information

• Clarifications

• Grouping 

• Shout Outs

• Resources
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Texas Public Schools COVID-19 Data

12/7/2020 1/5/2021
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https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/schools/texas-education-agency/

https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/schools/texas-education-agency/


Wellness Check
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TEA - Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Guidance

Main Page
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-

guidance

Instructional Continuity Planning
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/instructional-continuity-planning

SPED and Special Populations
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/special-education-and-special-

populations
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/instructional-continuity-planning
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/special-education-and-special-populations


Spring 2021 G/T Tuesday

 In 2021, participants must register in advance for the meetings.  The 
links below are the Spring registration links for the G/T Tuesdays.

 After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting.
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• https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduChpz8jHdYl-0uCzYcOzmQV72ltl261 

Morning Edition @ 9:00 am starting at 1/5/2021

• https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckdeGppjwqHt0U1UHwtq3kcjkzVzwXd7tM 

Afternoon Edition @ 1:00 pm starting at 1/19/2021



Gifted Talented Education Resources Update

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/gifted-and-talented-education/gifted-talented-education-
resources



Gifted/Talented Guidance 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-GT-Guidance.pdf

If you have further questions, 
please submit them to 
disasterinfo@tea.Texas.gov and 
monica.brewer@tea.Texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-GT-Guidance.pdf
mailto:disasterinfo@tea.Texas.gov
mailto:monica.brewer@tea.Texas.gov


How to get announcements
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


87th Legislative Session Key Dates

November 3, 2020: General election for federal, state, and county 
officers
November 9, 2020: Bill prefiling begins
 January 12, 2021: 87th Legislature convenes at noon
March 12, 2021: 60-day bill filing deadline
May 31, 2021: Adjournment sine die
 June 20, 2021: Post-session 20-day deadline for Governor to sign or 

veto



State Definition 

The State definition: “…gifted and talented students” means: 
a child or youth who performs at or shows the potential for 
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment 
when compared to others of the same age, experience, or 
environment and who:  
• Exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, 

creative, or artistic area, 
• Possess an unusual capacity for leadership, or
• Excels in a specific academic field.
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State Goal for Gifted/Talented

Students who participate in services designed for 
gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed 
learning, thinking, research and communication as evidenced 
by the development of innovative products and performances 
that reflect individuality and creativity and are advanced in 
relation to students of similar age, experience, or 
environment.  High school graduates who have participated in 
services for gifted/talented students will have produced 
products and performances of professional quality as part of 
their program services.

Copyright TEA, 2020. All rights reserved.



Areas for Clarity 

Program Design
• In School
• Virtual 

Professional 
Development
• Local Guidelines
• Timeline
• Documentation

Array of Learning 
Opportunities
• In School
• Virtual 

Identification
• In School
• Virtual



Time Requirements

While there is no minimum time requirement for G/T services, 
identified G/T students MUST be served according to the LEA’s 
defined program services and policies. LEAs must ensure that G/T 
program services occur during the school day for the entire school 
year (TAC §89.3(3) and State Plan 3.1).
 Considerations:
 Include in your local G/T Program Manual/Handbook
 Communicate with administrators, parents and leadership



Defining a Group

• Please note that a 
group is defined 
as a minimum of 
three students

FAQ #12

• Minimum of 33% 
or more of G/T 
identified

Guidance 
2020 • A group is defined 

as a minimum of 
four students

• Minimum of 33%

Guidance 
2021



Instructional Grouping

When G/T students are provided services in the regular classroom, 

they must be provided with opportunities to work together within 

that classroom during core subject instruction (State Plan 3.4). All 

G/T students must be assured an array of learning opportunities that 

are commensurate with their abilities and that emphasize content in 

the four foundation curricular areas throughout the school year (TAC 

§89.3(1) and (3); State Plan 3.1).



Instructional Grouping

 To ensure successful delivery of differentiated instruction, 

modification of curricula (State Plan 4.9), access to the opportunities 

required in State Plan 3.1 and 3.4, and gifted programming consistent 

with the State Plan, the Commissioner's Advisory Council on the 

Education of Gifted Students provided input on guidelines for defining 

a group when G/T students are provided services in the regular 

classroom.



Instructional Grouping

 To be consistent with the State Plan, a group is composed of gifted students that 
are assigned to a classroom where a minimum of 33% or more of the classroom 
roster is made up of their G/T peers.
 Alternatively, if fewer students than 33% of a classroom roster are G/T identified 

in the campus grade level*, to be consistent with the State Plan:
 The G/T-identified students in a campus grade level* are placed in one group during core 

subject instruction.
 An LEA may make alternative grouping assignments with parent permission or when 

necessary to meet the documented instructional needs of a G/T student. G/T services must 
be delivered in the alternative grouping assignment unless the furlough or exit process has 
been completed for the student. The rationale for alternative grouping assignments should 
be described in LEA certification submitted under TEC §29.124.

 * in the secondary setting, “grade level” may be interchanged with “course.”



Cluster Grouping Resources

 The Cluster Grouping Handbook: A Schoolwide Model: How to 
Challenge Gifted Students and Improve Achievement for All by 
Susan Winebrenner and Dina Brulles
 Improving Performance for Gifted Students in a Cluster Grouping 

Model by Dina Brulles, Rachel Saunders, and Sanford Cohn 
What do gifted students need? by Susan Winebrenner
 Cluster Grouping Of Gifted Students: How To Provide Full-time 

Services On A Part-time Budget by Susan Winebrenner and 
Barbara Devlin

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=V8Rj7F3wKzEC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=cluster+grouping+gifted+students&ots=ctXv0qHWeO&sig=49s-7YBW-3Gmy90xiL32FU9KBjk#v=onepage&q=cluster%20grouping%20gifted%20students&f=false
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ910197.pdf
http://www.mainegateways.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/%E2%80%9CSusan-Winebrenner-What-d...fted-students-need-.pdf%E2%80%9D.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/004005999803000312


Question and Answer

My question is…
Could we?

Have you thought 
about?

What if?



Shout Outs and Happenings
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Early Childhood Resources

Copyright © Texas Education Agency, 2020. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769814865 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769814865


THL 3.0
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Online TEKS aligned curriculum
Online TEKS aligned resources
 Remote Learning Platform – Schoology or 

incorporate into LEA platform
 Supports for all learners 

 https://texashomelearning.org/

https://texashomelearning.org/


Project Restore

texasprojectrestore.org

https://www.texasprojectrestore.org/


Project Restore

 Each video:
• 25-35 minutes long
• Include facilitation companion 

guide
• Transcripts
• Earn CEUs
• Counts toward SB 11 grief and 

trauma-informed training 
requirement

www.texasprojectrestore.org

https://www.texasprojectrestore.org/


Contact Information

Monica Brewer, M.S.E.

Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov

GTED@tea.texas.gov

512-463-9414
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mailto:Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov
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