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Special Populations – Gifted/Talented Education

February 1, 2022



 

We equip school systems to increase 
awareness, promote equitable access, and 

improve outcomes for all special populations.
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Question/Answer
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Wellness Check
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State Definition 

“…gifted and talented students” means a child or youth who 
performs at or shows the potential for performing at a 
remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared to 
others of the same age, experience, or environment and who:  
• Exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, 

creative, or artistic area, 
• Possess an unusual capacity for leadership, or
• Excels in a specific academic field.
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State Goal for Gifted/Talented

Students who participate in services designed for 
gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed 
learning, thinking, research and communication as evidenced 
by the development of innovative products and performances 
that reflect individuality and creativity and are advanced in 
relation to students of similar age, experience, or environment.  
High school graduates who have participated in services for 
gifted/talented students will have produced products and 
performances of professional quality as part of their program 
services.
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G/T Tuesday

 Morning Edition will occur the first Tuesday of the month.
 Afternoon Edition will occur the third Tuesday of the month.
 Topics for the Year: 87th Legislative Updates, Evaluating Resources for 

G/T Education, TPSP Virtual Options, Family/Community Meetings, 
Middle School Services, High School Services, Policy to Practice – Exit, 
Furlough, Reassessment and Transfers, Equity in G/T Education, and 
Serving All Populations.
 Sign-up to share best practices, strategies, and documents at one or 

more G/T Tuesdays in advance. If you’re interested in sharing out, 
please click here to select a topic and a meeting date.
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZ0sfuyvqT0oG9yb7LMCsAQljF82BMDj6SvI&data=04%7C01%7Cmonica.brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7C7bf9a19b9b9e46f16c5c08d973c57792%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637668114217930976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DdPHHlkfW6XY7p7qcAU%2BcxKqH4bPDQfVG9rWILASgGI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZMucu2spjsrHdLjo_0pVWH9TnzTZftOYL9u&data=04%7C01%7Cmonica.brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7C7bf9a19b9b9e46f16c5c08d973c57792%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637668114217930976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pHX6QTCbW%2FTSs1SNa7LxdgMrqCnzZgaN5NXyHj%2FT%2B8o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_0ptz3iIrZUhhx5k&data=04%7C01%7Cmonica.brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7C7bf9a19b9b9e46f16c5c08d973c57792%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637668114217940932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4K0T1PDv4SYLfGPs74U156yqi8lKR%2BFJnS5PcVDv2CU%3D&reserved=0


Texas Association for the Gifted/Talented

Paulina van Eeden Hill, CAE | Executive Director
512.499.8248 | paulina@txgifted.org | txgifted.org

tel:(512)%20499-8248
mailto:paulina@txgifted.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txgifted.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMonica.Brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce8b2516caedc4e53979608d98202e0e8%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C1%7C637683771176736610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U8Yo6WN7%2BehNo0Vlq8JEpwyTHLi4OmaTZSKnySFEp2E%3D&reserved=0


G/T Policy Review



Program Placement

2.7 Provisions regarding transfer students, 
furloughs, reassessment, exiting of 
students from program services, and 
appeals of district decisions regarding 
program placement are included in board-
approved policy (19 TAC §89.1(5)).

2.16 Students in grades K–12 shall be 
assessed and, if identified, provided 
gifted/talented services (TEC §29.122 and 
19 TAC §89.1(3)).



Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH) 
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8.1Responsibility
8.2 Eligibility
8.3 Enrollment Procedures
8.4 Withdrawal Procedures
8.5 Policies for Selection of Students to 
Participate in the Gifted/Talented Program
8.6 Coding of Gifted/Talented Students
8.7 Documentation
8.8 Quality Control
8.9 Examples

State Coding
 Indicator Code 1
 Indicator Code 0

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/saah2122-proposed.pdf


Transfer Students

 2.8 Policy ensuring that transfer students are properly assessed and 
appropriately placed following notification of enrollment in the district 
is included in board-approved policy. Transfers from campus to 
campus within the district are also addressed in board-approved 
policy.

Placement

Immediate

Temporary

District 
Assessment

Immediate

Next G/T 
Identification 

Window

Observation



Furlough

 2.10 Policy is adopted allowing student furlough (the 
opportunity for students to have a leave of absence from 
gifted/talented program services) for specified reasons and for 
a certain period of time without being exited.

 Code a furloughed student who is taking leave from receiving 
services with a gifted/talented indicator code of 0 (SAAH 8.6 
pg.199)

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/saah2122-proposed.pdf


District Procedures for Furlough

How does your district use furlough? 
What are your procedures for students returning to G/T services? 
 Are you reviewing the data around furloughs? 
 Are you reassessing a student returning to G/T services?
 How? 
 What measures?  

Who is making the decision of placement?



Reassessment

2.11 Policy related to reassessment of 
gifted/talented students is based on 
performance in response to 
gifted/talented services and if 
reassessment occurs at all, it is no 
more than once in elementary grades, 
once in middle school grades, and 
once in high school.



Exiting from Program Services

• 2.12.1 Policy related to exiting of 
students from gifted/talented services 
is based on multiple criteria including 
student performance in response to 
services. Interventions are provided 
prior to committee decision. Exiting of 
a student is finalized by committee 
decision after consultation with parents 
and student regarding the student’s 
educational needs.

Exemplary

• 2.12 Policy related to exiting of 
students from gifted/talented services 
is based on multiple criteria including 
student performance in response to 
services. Exiting of a student is finalized 
by committee decision after 
consultation with parents and student 
regarding the student’s educational 
needs.

Accountable



1. Who can request an exit?
2. Do you have procedures for a 

LEA initiated exit?
3. Are you tracking your exits 

from G/T services?
4. Why are students leaving G/T 

services?
5. What prompts a LEA-initiated 

exit?

District Procedure for Exiting from Program Services



District Policy 

EHBB (Local)
• Special Programs Gifted 

and Talented Students

EHBB (Legal) 
• Special Programs Gifted 

and Talented Students

EHBB (Regulations)
• Special Programs Gifted 

and Talented Students

DMA (Legal)
• Professional 

Development Required 
Staff Development

EHAB (Local)
• Basic Instruction 

Program
• Required Instruction 

(Elementary)

FDD (Legal)
• Admissions Military 

Dependents

AEA (Local)
• Educational Philosophy
• Educational Equity



Question and Answer

My question is…

What if?

Have you thought 
about?

Could we?
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Shout Outs and Happenings
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Equity in Gifted/Education

www.gtequity.tea.texas.gov

http://www.gtequity.tea.texas.gov/


How to get announcements
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


Contact Information

Monica Brewer, M.S.E.

Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov

GTED@tea.texas.gov

512-475-0626
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