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Foster Care & Student Success Guide Collaboration



Objectives

To provide educators and all those working with students in foster care a brief 
overview of the foster care and student success guide.

Familiarize educators with the foster care guide and relevant laws and policies that
affect the educational experience of students in foster care.

Provide access to the foster care guide for purposes of ensuring students in foster
care are provided the proper assistance.



Foster Care Guide Overview

Chapter 7

Pause for Understanding 

Continue Chapter 7 

Questions

Foster Care Guide Training Series



Let's see 
who is 
here.

In the chat, please indicate your job title.

What has been your concerns with 
working with students in foster care?



AskTed 
Update

REMINDER

LEA Foster
Care Liaisons

LEAs need to confirm that their FC Liaison listed in AskTED
is accurate.

If not, contact the LEA AskTED Coordinator to request any 
changes or updates to the AskTED directory.

More information is available on TEA’s Foster Care and
Student Success website, under the Foster Care Liaison tab.

ESC Foster Care Champions also posted in AskTED



Sign Up for Updates!
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Icons within the guide

The icons are located throughout the guide to assist with finding information needed.

The table of contents and the chapters are 
grouped by color.

Use the icons as a valuable resource for understanding 
of specific information.

Preface, Appendices, and References

Overview

Cross-System and Collaboration

District and LEA (Local Educational 
Agency) Responsibilities

Tip

Reminder

Collaboration

Note

Law

Resources

New Items

Best Practice



Table of Contents
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Where can I get more information about Foster Care at TEA?

Visit:
TEA Foster Care &
Student Success

Webpage

Subscribe: 
TEA Foster Care &
Student Success

Newsletter

Email: 
Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
mailto:Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
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IDENTIFYING STUDENTS & MAINTAINING CONFIDENTIALITY

Reasons why schools must identify students in foster 
care
Acceptable documents for identifying students at 

enrollment
Foster Care and PEIMS Coding
FERPA and Information sharing for students in foster 

care
Practices to identify students and ensure 

confidentiality
Communicating "Need-to-Know" Information

7
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Reasons Why Schools Must Identify Students in Foster Care

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 2015, Fostering
Connections to Success & Increasing Adoptions Act
2008, Texas Law
Transportation plans for students
School of Origin
Student transition
Supportive educational services
Truant counseling
National School Lunch Program enrollment
Enrollment and education decision-maker by DFPS
Informing 11th & 12th graders about tuition & fee 

waiver & other resources for post-secondary support

7
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Reasons why schools must identify Foster Care students7

Maintain confidentiality and protect the dignity & privacy 
of students.

LEAs must maintain confidentiality of information shared 
& use only for purposes of supporting the child's 
education and well-being.
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Acceptable Documents for Identifying Students at Enrollment

DFPS or Community Based Care agency provides three 
documents to the school to confirm students are in foster care & 
the caregiver has authority to enroll the student:

DFPS Placement Authorization Form – 2085

DFPS Designation of Education Decision Maker Form – 2085 E or

A court order

7
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7 Placement Authorization Form - 2085

 Placement Authorization Form – 2085
 Court-ordered authority to make day-

to-day decisions regarding the child
 Legal authority
 Evidence of DFPS conservatorship
 Used for enrollment of a student in 

school
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Designation of Education Decision-Maker Form – 2085 E7

 DFPS – Designation of Education 
Decision-Maker Form - 2085E
 Provides legal authority to 

guardian
 DFPS required by law to 

provide information to schools
 Education decision-maker must 

be notified by school about 
actions that impact the 
student's education
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7 Court Order

 The school may request a copy of the court 
order if 2085 or 2085-E is not provided.

 The court order will state the temporary 
managing conservator (TMC) or permanent 
managing conservator (PMC) of the 
student.

 School can use the court order as to confirm 
that education decision-maker for the 
student.
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7 Court Orders and Confidentiality

Court Order

• Schools can request 
court orders or other 
documents related 
to DFPS case.

Confidentiality

• Court orders have 
private and 
confidential 
information related 
to the students' 
family & the reasons 
for placement.

Questions or Concerns

• Schools may request
2085, 2085-E, the
court order or call 
DFPS or Community-
Based Care 
caseworker; also 
Regional DFPS 
Educational 
Specialist.
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7 Foster Care and PEIMS Coding

Federal & State law require TEA to collect & report data on students 
in foster care.

The data is reported to TEA by LEAs using Public Education 
Information Management System (PEIMS)

Foster Care Indicator Code in PEIMS for students who are currently 
in conservatorship of DFPS.
Pre-Kindergarten students could be coded if they were previously in foster

care
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7 Foster Care & PEIMS Scenarios

If a student leaves foster care within 
the school year, do they remain coded 

for the remainder of the year?

Yes. When a student received 
the FC PEIMS Indicator code, 
the student remains coded 

the full school year & 
summer months even if the 
student leaves foster care 

within the school year.

If a student remains in FC, does the FC 
Indicator carry over from year-to-

year?

No. The FC Indicator code 
does not carry over from year 

to year.

The student must re-identify 
in PEIMS at the beginning of 

the school year.
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7 Foster Care & PEIMS

Identifying Students in Foster Care for Compensatory Education:
DFPS Conservatorship studentsare considered at risk of dropping out of

school for the purposes of TEC section 29.081.

Student enrolled with documentationthat indicates they are in foster
care must be coded with PEIMS at-risk indicator # 11.
Custody or care of DFPS or has, during the current school year, been referred to the 

department by a school official, officer of the juvenile court, or law enforcement.

Students in Foster care or who were previously in fostercare are coded
under # 13.
Resided in the preceding school year or resides in the current school year in a 

residential placement facility in a district.

For more information: TEA's State Compensatory Education

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-compliance/state-compensatory-education
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FERPA and InformationSharing for Students in Foster Care

The federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is 
the privacy law governing an educational agency or institution that 
receives federal funds under any program administered by the 
Secretary of Education.

FERPA requires parental consent before a school can share 
personally identifiable information in education records about a 
student, with some exceptions.

FERPA allows the school to share information with the student's 
state or local child welfare caseworkers without requiring 
permission of or notice to the students' legal parents.

7
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7 FERPA and Foster Care

Texas law requires school districts & 
local campuses to notify the students' 
educational decision-maker and 
caseworker regarding events that may 
significantly impact the education of a 
student in foster care.
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7 Resources: FERPA and Information Sharing

Resources: FERPA & Information Sharing
"Information Sharing Between Childwelfare and Schools"

Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, Uninterrupted
Scholars Act video

http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/media/2076/confidentiality-guide-final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IkflR_Xx6Y


Pause for Understanding

* What information was new 
to you in Chapter 7?
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Practices to Identify Students and Ensure Confidentiality7

Students currently or 
formerly in foster care 

generally express a desire to 
have their foster care status 

kept private from school 
staff and peers.
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File forms, tracking logs, 
notebooks, and data safely 

out of view of other 
students.

Keep records secure from 
individuals who do not

need to know the student is 
in foster care.

All written information with 
student names should

be password protected or 
locked in files in order
to avoid confidentiality

violations.

Protecting a student's 
privacy applies to oral and 
written communications.
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7 Foster Care and Confidentiality

Examples of ways to provide opportunity to promote confidentiality:
Develop training and increase awareness with school registrars & front office staff on 

how to effectively identify and enroll students in foster care; inform the LEA Foster Care 
Liaison about the student.
Add a question to the LEA's existing Student Residency Questionnaire (SRQ) that asks if

the student is in foster care.
Add a question to the school enrollment form that discreetly identifies students – use

language other than "foster care" to maintain privacy.
Document the caseworkers name & contact information in the student's records in case 

further information or follow-up is needed.
Streamline the process with the LEA child nutrition coordinator to ensure students are 

immediately enrolled & receive free school meal programs with further application.
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7 Communicating "Need-To-Know" Information

Confidentiality & Information Sharing Within a 
School District

School personnel: principal, school 
counselor, special education staff, teachers

Coaches Front office staff

Cafeteria staff

Bus drivers
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7 Confidentiality and Foster Care

Schools need to know when a student is in foster care and are 
responsible for protecting the confidentiality of the information.

Schools should always be sensitive to the student's desire for 
privacy and should not share the information with any parties who 
do not have a need to know.

Decisions to share confidential information must be made on a 
case-by-case basis, sharing only minimum information necessary 
and only to individuals who need to know so they can support the
student's education and well-being.
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7 Appropriate for DFPS to Share Information

2085, 2085-E or court order

DFPS or Community-Based Care caseworker

DFPS conservatorship & living in foster home or relative/kinship care placement

Birth certificate, immunization records, names of previous schools attended, transcripts, report 
cards, IEPs, 504 plans, special education records

Medications for the student that are administered by the school nurse with doctor's written 
orders

Page:
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7 Case-by-Case Determination

Information that may be shared with relevant school personnel 
if related to student's care and needs in the educational setting:
Medical, disability, or health information; mental or behavioral 

health issues, services and medications that are not administered at 
school
Effects of trauma and potential triggering events that may cause a 

behavioral response
Psychological evaluations
Behavioral supports used by the caregiver to encourage consistency 

in the school and home environments
Arrest record
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It is Never Appropriate to Share with School Personnel7
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Abuse/neglect history
Name of person who 
reported the abuse or 

neglect, if known

Details of DFPS abuse or 
neglect investigation

Alcohol or substance abuse 
history and treatment of the 

student, unless clearly 
relevant and only if the 

release is specifically 
consented by the student

Foster family income Fact that the student was 
adobpted



Pause for Understanding.

What information are you 
going to share from

today’s training?



Upcoming 
Trainings

Chapters 
8 & 9

Oct. 28,
2022

Chapter
10

Dec. 2,
2022

The sessions will be from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. CST
Register on the Foster Care Website

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success


Questions?

If you have further questions, please email:

fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

mailto:fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov


Survey

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b1tELNiEiZHPUXk
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