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Dyslexia Monitoring



Dyslexia Monitoring was developed in 2020 in response to SB 2075, TEC, & TAC.
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 TAC §74.28
 (HB) 1886 – amended 

TEC §38.003
 TEC §28.006
 TEC §28.006(e)
 TEC §28.006(g)

Early 
Interventions & 

Identification
Program of 
Instruction

 TAC §74.28
 SB 2075

Parent 
Notifications  SB 2075

 TAC §74.28
 TEC §28.006

See appendix slide 50 for details on governing statutes



TEA monitors LEAs for dyslexia practices both cyclically and annually. 
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Cycles II-VI (2020 – 2025)
940 LEAs  

Cycle II (Groups 2 & 3)
127 LEAsCyclical Program Evaluation (cycle is 6 years)*

1st grade screeners + justifications 
beginning 20-21***

Kinder screeners + justifications 
beginning 21-22***

Cycle II
127 LEAs

Cycle III
201 LEAs

Cycle IV
202 LEAs

Cycle V
211 LEAs

Cycle VI
199 LEAs

Annual Early Intervention & Identification Monitoring**

1,009** LEAs 1st grade enrollment 
of 396K

TBD # LEAs Kinder enrollment of 
399K

*Dyslexia Monitoring is aligned to the Differentiated Monitoring and Support (DMS) cyclical schedule

** Out of 1,217 total LEAs in Texas, not all reported K/1st grade screening data. Not all LEAs have K/1st grade enrollment 
***  Enrollment and withdrawal will impact totals, as well 

See appendix slide 51 for monitoring timelines 
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Annual Dyslexia Monitoring



Dyslexia Monitoring: Screeners

All Kindergarten and first graders 
must be screened for Dyslexia 

Parents of students identified of having 
dyslexia and related disorders must be 

notified of the results ​of the screener and 
how to access the

Texas Talking Book Program
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tsl.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublic%2Ftslac%2Ftbp%2Fapplication%2FReading%2520Disabilities%2520Application%25202020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.alexander%40tea.texas.gov%7C90ab2070b05c4fd54f5008d82d11eb6a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637308902278850076&sdata=O7AAYKiCjmFtTLQX40iUz6g9DHQkU3K%2BXyyDnno0Rpk%3D&reserved=0


Screening Updates
 Screeners are designed to quickly differentiate students into one of two 
groups:
 Those who are at risk of requiring dyslexia intervention and 
 Those who have no or low risk 
 The current reading instruments for kindergarten and grade 1 that have been 
approved by the commissioner and are made available to districts free of 
charge, include imbedded dyslexia screeners that align with the streamlined 
criteria. 

Summary of Proposed Changes to the Dyslexia Handbook



Annual Monitoring Timeline
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Oct. 
2021

Nov. 
2021

Dec. 
2021

Jan. 
2022

Feb. 
2022

Mar. 
2022

Apr. 
2022

Sept. 
2021

May 
2022

June 
2022

July 
2022

Data Validation 
of 20-21 

Screeners

Screening Notification 
sent January 7, 2022

1st Grade 
Screeners 
completed

Screening Validation 
Window Closes 

May 6, 2022

Kindergarten 
Screeners 
completed



TEA will field test new Dyslexia reason codes to get better insight into 
screening quality and compliance. 
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• 1st graders 
screened

2019-2020

• Data validation of 
2019-20 1st 
grade screeners

• Top areas of 
justification 
identified via 
survey (narrative)

2020-2021

• Field test 
justifications as 
12 new Dyslexia 
reason codes to 
capture most 
frequent reasons 
for students not 
being screened

2021-2022

• PEIMs training on 
new reason codes

• Establish new 
Dyslexia reason 
codes in PEIMS 
for students not 
screened, to 
determine valid 
reasons

2022-2023



A narrative survey of LEAs surfaced the following areas as the 
most frequent justifications. 
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2020-2021

N = 834 LEAs responded 
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Cyclical Dyslexia Monitoring



Cyclically, TEA monitors that dyslexia program elements. 

1 2 3 4 5

Evaluation 
and 

Identification 

Parent 
Communication

Reading 
Instruments Instruction

Professional 
Development 
and Training
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Chapter 2: Federal Requirements Child Find Update

In addition to state and local requirements to screen and identify students who may be at risk for 
dyslexia, there are also overarching federal laws and regulations to identify students with disabilities, 
commonly referred to as Child Find. Child Find is a provision in the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA), a federal law that requires the state to have policies and procedures in place to ensure that 
every student in the state who needs special education and related services is located, identified, and 
evaluated. The purpose of the IDEA is to ensure that students with disabilities are offered a free and
appropriate public education (20 U.S.C. §1400(d); 34 C.F.R. §300.1). Because a student suspected of 
having dyslexia may be a student with a disability under the IDEA, the Child Find mandate includes these 
students. Therefore, when referring and evaluating students suspected of having dyslexia, LEAs must 
follow procedures for conducting a full individual and initial evaluation (FIIE) under the IDEA. Another 
federal law that applies to students with disabilities in public school is Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, commonly referred to as Section 504. Under Section 504, public schools must annually 
attempt to identify and locate every qualified student with a disability residing in its jurisdiction and 
notify them and/or their parents of the requirements of Section 504.

The Dyslexia Handbook 2021 p.



Evaluation and Identification: Single Pathway for Dyslexia and Related 
Disorders Identification

The 2018 Dyslexia Handbook outlines two pathways to the identification for children suspected of having dyslexia: 
Section 504 dyslexia evaluation and the federally required Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Child 

Find process. 

The 2021 Dyslexia Handbook streamlines the process and clarifies the Child Find mandate 
requiring LEAs to follow procedures for conducting a full individual initial evaluation (FIIE) 

under IDEA when referring and evaluating students suspected of having dyslexia and 
related disorders. 



Dyslexia Monitoring: Evaluation and Identification

Evaluation 
and 

Identification 

1
Does the LEA provide timely identification and evaluation for students with 
Dyslexia and related disorders?

Dyslexia Procedures

Parent Notifications

Staff Training Records
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Dyslexia Monitoring: Communication

Parent 
Communication

2
The LEA must:

Notify parents/guardians of proposal to evaluate students for dyslexia

Inform parents/guardians of their rights

Obtain parent or guardian permission to evaluate student for dyslexia 
or related disorder 

Provide an evaluation report

Provide eligibility, services provided, and placement decisions

17
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Cycle II Monitoring Improvements

Program element: The LEA implements a districtwide grading policy in which teachers 
notify parents or legal guardians in writing of student progress.

Reasoning: to provide useful feedback about student performance to teachers and 
administrators to identify students not responding to instruction and track progress

• Copy of accommodations and/or modifications along with student samples
• Accommodation and/or modification checklist
• Report cards with accommodation and/or modification
• Student samples of mastery checks

TEC §28.021 TEC §28.0216 TEC §28.022



Communication Example 1
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Recommended 
placement.

Families can give 
or not give their 

permission for the 
program



Communication Example 2

20

Recommendation 
of placement on 
”Monitor” status.

Where to go for 
questions or 

concerns.



Communication Example 3

If the student should 
continue in the current 

placement.
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Dyslexia Monitoring: Reading Instruments

Reading 
Instruments

3 The Dyslexia Monitoring Team will review the following items:

Name and results of the reading instruments 
administered

Components of the reading instruments (diagnose 
reading development and comprehension) 
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Reading Instrument Examples 1
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Explains the 
screener

How to read the 
TPRI Report (on 

next slide)

What 
recommendation 

is being made

Explains the 
resources and 

next steps



Reading Instrument Examples 2
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Explains the 
screener

Student’s 
performance

Gives resources to 
families



Dyslexia Monitoring: Instruction

Standard protocol dyslexia instruction must include:

Instruction

4
Phonological awareness

Sound-symbol association

Syllabication

Orthography

Morphology

Syntax

Reading Comprehension

Reading Fluency

Individual Education Program*

*Monitoring of IEPs occurs 
simultaneously during DMS 
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Critical Evidence-Based Components of Dyslexia Instruction
Specially Designed Instruction

For students with dyslexia who have been determined eligible for and who are 
receiving special education services, specially designed instruction must also 
address the critical, evidence-based components described in this chapter. 
Specially designed instruction differs from standard protocol dyslexia instruction in 
that it offers a more individualized program specifically designed to meet a 
student’s unique needs. Note that participation in standard protocol dyslexia 
instruction must be considered for all students, including those receiving dyslexia 
instruction under IDEA. Standard protocol dyslexia instruction could be part of 
the specially designed instruction and services provided to meet the student’s 
needs.  

The Dyslexia Handbook 2021 p.



Critical Evidence-Based Components of Dyslexia Instruction 

Providers of Dyslexia Instruction

In order to provide effective intervention, school districts are encouraged to employ highly trained individuals to 
deliver dyslexia instruction. Teachers, such as reading specialists, master reading teachers, general education 
classroom teachers, or special education teachers, who provide dyslexia intervention for students are not required to 
hold a specific license or certification. However, these educators must at a minimum have additional documented 
dyslexia training aligned to 19 TAC §74.28(c) and must deliver the instruction with fidelity. This includes training in 
critical, evidence-based components of dyslexia instruction such as phonological awareness, sound-symbol 
association, syllabication, orthography, morphology, syntax, reading comprehension, and reading fluency. In addition, 
they must deliver multisensory instruction that simultaneously uses all learning pathways to the brain, is systematic 
and cumulative, is explicitly taught, uses diagnostic teaching to automaticity, and includes both analytic and synthetic 
approaches. See pages 39 – 41 for a description of these components of instruction and delivery. A provider of 
dyslexia instruction does not have to be certified as a special educator when serving a 
student who also receives special education and related services if that provider is the 
most appropriate person to offer dyslexia instruction

The Dyslexia Handbook 2021 p.
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Cycle II Monitoring Improvements 

Program element: Students identified with dyslexia can receive standard protocol 
dyslexia instruction, specially designed instruction, or a combination of both, which 
is explicit, systematic, and intentional in its approach.

Reasoning: to ensure fidelity of implementation of the district selected 
instructional program

e.g., program should be implemented 5x per week for 45 minutes

• Identify the reading program used within the dyslexia program.
• Provide a sample schedule to ensure program is delivered in accordance with 

design.

19 TAC§74.28(c) 



Instruction Examples
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Instructional 
Program Type

Frequency of 
Instruction

Duration of 
Instruction



Dyslexia Monitoring: Professional Development

Professional 
Development 
and Training

5 The Dyslexia Monitoring Team will review:

Teaching certifications of Kindergarten & 1st grade 
teachers

Training roster for teachers administering dyslexia 
screening instruments

Professional development record of teacher(s) of the 
dyslexia program

30



Cyclical Monitoring Timelines

TEA | Dyslexia Monitoring 31

Technical Assistance – Throughout 

Oct. 
2021

Nov. 
2021

Dec. 
2021

Jan. 
2022

Feb. 
2022

Mar. 
2022

Apr. 
2022

Sept. 
2021

May 
2022

June 
2022

July 
2022

Group 1 
Reports sent 
Jan. 28, 2022

Cycle III
Group 2

Cycle III 
Group 3

Cycle III
Group 1

Group 2 
Reports sent 

April 29, 2022

Group 3 
Reports sent 
July 29, 2022
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Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes



In Cycle II, Dyslexia Program non-compliance was infrequent.
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127 LEAs 
monitored

99 LEAs in 
compliance

28 LEAs require 
clarifications/addition

al information

23 LEAs in 
compliance

5 LEAs in 
noncompliance*

CII Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes
5 LEAs with Identified across all program 
elements:

Parent Communication
Screening
Reading Instruments
Instruction
Dysgraphia
Professional Development and 
Training

All summary reports have linked TA 
resources, including the Interventions 
Platform (Amplio)
LEA has 120 days to correct identified 
noncompliance, with monthly conferences 

*Each LEA completes a Dyslexia Performance Plan 



Cycle II Corrective Action Timeline for Dyslexia Performance Plans (DPP). 
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*



Cycle III Corrective Action Timeline for Dyslexia Performance Plans (DPP). 
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*
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Dyslexia Monitoring Resources



Dyslexia Monitoring Resources Available on the Website

TEA | Dyslexia Monitoring 37

Dyslexia 
Monitoring FAQs

Dyslexia Monitoring 
One Pager

Dyslexia Monitoring 
Webinar Recording &

Dyslexia Program 
Evaluation website

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-monitoring-overview.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-program-evaluation-one-pager.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/dyslexia-program-evaluation
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/dyslexia-program-evaluation


Dyslexia Performance Plan Resources

TEA | Dyslexia Monitoring 38

Dyslexia Performance Plan Template Dyslexia Performance Plan Quick Reference

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-performance-plan.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia-performance-plan-quick-reference.pdf
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Dyslexia Technical Assistance 



Technical Assistance

40

504 Guide
Legal 

Framework 
(IDEA)

Child Find 
Guide

TIER 
Network 

Resources

Inclusion 
Network 

Resources

Dyslexia 
Handbook



Dyslexia Technical Assistance  

TEA Dyslexia and 
Related Disorders 

Website TEA Dyslexia 
PD course

Amplio Dyslexia 
Platform

Texas Dyslexia 
Training Project
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Dyslexia Monitoring Contact Information

Ramonda Olaloye, Director
Email: ramonda.Olaloye@tea.texas.gov

Phone: 512-936-6112

Clarissa Talbert, Manager
Email: clarissa.talbert@tea.texas.gov

Phone: 512-463-9414

Deborah Fineman, Dyslexia Specialist
Email: deborah.fineman@tea.texas.gov

Phone: 512-463-9414
Regions 5-10

Faith Hightower, Dyslexia Specialist
Email: faith.hightower@tea.texas.gov

Phone: 512-463-9414
Regions 4, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19

Edna Morales, Dyslexia Specialist
Email: edna.morales@tea.texas.gov

Phone: 512-463-9260
Regions 1, 2, 3, 12, 13, 16, 20

42

mailto:ramonda.Olaloye@tea.texas.gov
mailto:clarissa.talbert@tea.texas.gov
mailto:deborah.fineman@tea.texas.gov
mailto:faith.hightower@tea.texas.gov
mailto:edna.morales@tea.texas.gov


Questions?
Thanks!
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