SY 21-22 COVID-19 School Health
Support Grant (Grants to Schools)
Program and Application Training
November 18, 2021

Disclaimer
This presentation is intended solely to provide general
information and guidance to participants and reflects the Texas
Education Agency’s current understanding of the presentation
topics and applicable federal guidance. The content of this
presentation is subject to change as a result of further potential
information and guidance provided by federal agencies with
regulatory oversight of this or other programs.
This presentation does not constitute legal advice, and
participants are, therefore, advised to seek legal counsel
regarding the information and guidance provided in this
presentation before acting on such information and guidance.
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❑ Session Norms &
Reminders
❑ Accessing Session Materials
❑ School Health Grant Background
❑ Eligibility Requirements &
Considerations
❑ Funding & Allocations

❑ Allowable Activities
❑ Grant Application

❑ Reporting & Compliance
Monitoring
❑ Resources
❑ Q&A
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Norms & Reminders
• Use the Q&A feature at the bottom of your screen to ask questions
throughout the presentation.
• Save yourself some time and keystrokes; use the Up Vote feature of Q&A if
you see a question that you intended to ask that has already been posted.
• We will address Q&A at the end of the webinar, covering the most
frequently asked (up voted) questions from the top of the list
• We will address as many questions as we can. Any questions not answered
will be answered later via our FAQ and/or via email.

Norms & Reminders
• This session is intended to cover the 2021-2022 COVID-19 School Health
Support Grant (Grants to Schools)
• A recording of the webinar and PowerPoint slide deck will be posted on our
website by 5:00 tomorrow, Friday, November 19th.
• City of Houston public and private school districts if you are listed in this
spreadsheet you are being supported by TEA for antigen tests but are
considered part of the Houston Health District CDC grant. As such, these
districts are not eligible for the School Health Support Grant program. Please
reach out to the Houston Health Department for information.

Accessing Session Materials

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#grants-to-schools
5

Background
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Federal Dollars to Support Schools
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) invested $10 billion from the
American Rescue Plan to states to enable schools to establish COVID-19 screening testing
programs to support and maintain in-person learning.
Texas received a total $800 million, and the dollars flow to the state health department to
administer.
• Within the $800 million, $221 million in grant funding will be allocated for eligible public & private school
systems available for them to apply for and use for several allowable expenses, including additional services
and/or products in testing, ventilation, and vaccination access.

The Department of State Health Services (DSHS) and TEA have partnered together to
make these resources available to eligible public and private K-12 systems in Texas.
Link: https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/03/17/biden-administration-invest-more-than-12-billion-expand-covid-19testing.html?utm_source=salesforce&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=press-release-email&utm_content=march-17-2021
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SY 21-22 COVID-19 Testing Project Goals
Goal of the K-12 COVID-19
Testing Project

Goal of the School Health
Support Grant ($221m)

Provide needed resources to implement COVID testing
programs and support for related prevention strategies in
all K-12 public and private schools.*

Provide eligible K-12 public and private schools with access to
needed funds to further support COVID
mitigation/prevention resources and activities.

Eligibility Requirements & Considerations
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Eligibility Requirements
Public School
Districts

Eligible to Apply for Funds

Ineligible to Apply for Funds

•

•

Any public or private school on the City of
Houston list is NOT eligible to apply to the
School Health Support Grant. Although
TEA/DSHS is supporting those school systems
with the COVID-19 rapid antigen tests
through the K-12 COVID-19 Testing Project
(vendors). *

•

Pre-K only providers and/or daycare
providers are NOT eligible to apply for access
to these specific funds.

•

Private School
Systems

•

•

Public K-12 school systems in Texas who are
interested in accessing funds to assist their schools
with COVID mitigation resources/activities in
addition to testing resources.
If you offer Pre-K and those students share a
building/co-mingle with K-12 students then you
ARE eligible to apply for funds.
Private K-12 school systems in Texas who are
interested in accessing funds to assist their schools
with COVID mitigation resources/activities in
addition to testing resources.
If you offer Pre-K and those students share a
building/co-mingle with K-12 students, then you
ARE eligible to apply for funds.

• Special note: If a private school system
applies and accepts these grant funds,
they will become a recipient of federal
assistance, making them subject to
specific federal requirements.
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Funding & Allocations
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Funding & Allocations Breakdown
• Allocations for public school systems (LEAs) was based on a rate of
$38.57 per student ages 3-21.
• Private school allocations will be added to the entitlements list after
application submission and calculation of allocation by TEA. For
planning purposes, a private school system may estimate their
allocation at $38.57 per student aged 3-21.
• Public and private school systems specific allocations can be found
on the TEA Entitlements page & on 2021-2022 COVID-19 School
Health Support Grant (Grants to Schools). Private school system
allocations will be added after the application deadline on Thursday,
December 9TH.
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Allowable Activities

TEA | COVID-19
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Allowable Activities-Overview
1. PPE (including but not limited to masks, gloves, gowns, & face shields);
2. Hygiene and cleaning supplies;
3. Portable high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) fan/filtration systems or other small
items that may allow for improved air circulation;
4. Public health events that include students and other community members and are
aimed at providing opportunities for increased detection and prevention of COVID-19;
5. Vaccine promotion events and communications;
6. COVID-19 testing-test kits, turn-key testing services, and related support services;
7. Costs to obtain a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Certificate of
Waiver;
Pre-award costs are
permitted, if requested, from
May 1, 2021, to application
submission date.

8. Partial funding for staff who will be conducting grant-related duties for screening
testing or COVID prevention programs that are outside of the staff’s regular duties
9. Other allowable uses pre-approved by TEA grant program office
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Working with Outside Vendors
COVID-19 testing-test kits, turnkey testing services, and related
support services are allowed. We
encourage you to review the
current vendor resource sheet,
and then determine what’s the
best option for your school
system. If you have not already
do so.

Allowable Activities- FAQ

Let’s review some commonly asked questions
regarding allowable activities.
• SY 21-22 COVID-19 School Health Support Grant FAQ

https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dpei/pdf/guidance-elc-reopening-schools-508.pdf
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Allowable Activities Disclaimer
Any allowable use of funds to be charged to this grant must be
reasonable and necessary, the grantee must justify the use of
funds to the intent of the program and statute, and the grantee
must align it to an allowable activity (noted in the Program
Guidelines and Application). It is the responsibility of the grantee
to maintain proper documentation to justify the use of funds.

https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dpei/pdf/guidance-elc-reopening-schools-508.pdf
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Grant Application

18

Application Process & Timeline
The following dates provide public and private K-12 school systems with the preliminary timeline for this new grant
program.

Tentative Date

Action

Thursday, November 4, 2021

•

Announcement and release of COVID-19 School Operations and Support Grant
Program and application.

•

Application program guidelines, planning amount allocations, and the application
are available at the COVID-19 Support Page.

Thursday, December 9, 2021

•

Grant applications due by 11:59 PM.*

Friday, January 14, 2022

•

First cash advance grant payments initiated; unrequested grant allocations will be
reallocated.

Thursday, March 31, 2022

•

Grant end date

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

•

Grantee closeout; final grantee expenditure documentation due to TEA

Thursday, June 30, 2022

•

TEA grant closeout
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Grant Program Guidelines

SY 21-22 COVID-19 School Health Support Grant Program Guidelines
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Preview the Application

2021-2022 COVID-19 School Health Support Grant Application
2021-2021 COVID-19 School Health Support Grant Application Preview
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Reporting & Compliance Monitoring
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Reporting Requirements
• Statutory Requirements
•

Detailed explanation in the grant guidelines.

• TEA Program Requirements
•

Detailed explanation in the grant guidelines.

• Performance Measures
•
•
•

Monthly progress reports addressing grant activities, testing usage and
results, performance measures, and/or on milestones
Monthly fiscal or financial reports
Annual progress reports (ARPs) that may later be required by the CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dpei/pdf/guidance-elc-reopening-schools-508.pdf

Resources

24

For More Information
Agency:

Type of Questions:
▪ Grant questions
▪ Best practices on how to use tests in a school
setting
▪ Public Health Guidance interplay with testing
program
▪ Test Coordinator Support
▪ Questions or concerns about the testing
vendors, including responsiveness, delivery,
and reporting of results

Contact:

COVIDCaseReport@tea.texas.gov

TCECSupport@dshs.texas.gov
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Available Resources & Support Materials

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#grants-to-schools
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Resources
Resource

Location

TEA Grant
Opportunities Page

https://tea4avalonzo.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx

General and Fiscal
Guidelines

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/general-and-fiscal-guidelines-7.1.2021-and-after.pdf

Provisions,
Guidelines, and
Assurances

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/guidelines-provisions-andassurances

Forms for Prior
Approval,
Disclosure, and
Justification

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/forms-for-prior-approvaldisclosure-and-justification

Budgeting Costs
Guidance
Handbook

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/budgeting_costs_guidance_handbook.pdf
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3rd Party Available Resources & Support Materials

Overview/General Guidance of the ELC Grant from the federal government:
https://www.openandsafeschools.org/
When to Test Calculator
https://whentotest.org/
CDC COVID-19 School Testing Toolkit
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Required Notice
This K-12 COVID-19 Testing Project is supported by the
CDC of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award
totaling $800m with 100 percent funded by CDC/HHS.
The contents are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily represent the official views of, nor an
endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government. For
more information, please visit the Center for Disease
Control Website.
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Q&A
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