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Summary Debrief of TEA COVID-19 Superintendent Call – July 29, 2021 
 
Announcements:  
 

• Texas COVID Learning Acceleration Supports (TCLAS) Application is Open 
o New District Supports:  

 Printer-friendly Application  
 TCLAS FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)  
 TCLAS Cheat Sheet  
 Interactive Timeline Resource  
 Reach out to TCLAS@tea.texas.gov with any questions 

• COVID-19 Vaccinations:  
o We want to encourage districts to think about how to help their 12 and older 

students in getting vaccinated, if their parents choose for them to do so. If you’d 
like to be approved as a vaccine provider, go to the Department of State Health 
Services (DSHS) provider portal.  

• COVID-19 Tests:  
o More to come on this but you can count on there being testing resources this 

fall.  TEA is working in partnership with DSHS and the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management, and we will provide an update as soon as possible.   

• School Nurses:  
o The state of Texas received dollars from the CDC to expand public health 

supports during the pandemic. Of the money received, $39M has been 
allocated to K-12 with the primary funding focus being for LEAs to recruit, hire, 
and train school nurses and for hiring administrative & programmatic staff.  

o In partnership with DSHS, TEA has been working with the Education Service 
Centers (ESC) who will serve as the conduit for these dollars.  They will be 
responsible for equitably allocating the funds across LEAs in their region. ESCs 
have received their allocation letters for the grant and are currently working with 
their internal staff to plan their specific, regional approach to support LEAs with 
hiring nurses. We anticipate the field will hear more from their region in August 
and September.  

o For now, if you have any questions, please contact disasterinfo@tea.texas.gov  
 

Posted this week on tea.texas.gov/coronavirus:  
 

• House Bill 4545 Resources  
o UPDATED: House Bill 4545 FAQ (PDF)  

 Questions regarding the implementation of HB 4545 should be submitted 
in writing to accelerated.instruction@tea.texas.gov. Answers will also be 
added on a rolling basis to the FAQ document.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_4I9EcHoHvQU1V3M&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433939968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v4JuDehfzpWV9h4FQ0xzbdCSx%2B%2BJLq8alwWxj3xS7YE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2Ftclas-pdf-qualtrics-application.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433949960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cWsDfzHumQqZoQZpydOwblWFYEN0CAVoXkrSXS55Hkg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2Ftclas-faq.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433949960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CuTgBsMRe2AAZ7RzPs4TenSYzRH2AsQvHFj1sQ7v0EE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1P5tDslEFpZPrp2WSaQbTSfmF4v8WoA9t9-DnWn9Gr_I%2Fedit%23gid%3D0&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433959955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FgCafhNNyr3xX4zwg2Vfjk6UqX6v7whQSH1J%2FHXxfFw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2Ftclas-decisions-gantt-chart.xlsx&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433959955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jCxcQs%2BQFHtT0CfwxnJz2b9dLdrAKK2Hkp2N5hxQBp8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:TCLAS@tea.texas.gov
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2FTEA-CDC-COVID-provider.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433969952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=U3kl7w5pA4exRkawYvmfWssOPqueRBTS94Gd6YM1SeA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:disasterinfo@tea.texas.gov
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Ftexas-schools%2Fhealth-safety-discipline%2Fcovid%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433979943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QiO0W771OJi7CWumgPZ0WUVwRkp0J05Jju6FKsO%2FJvM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2Fhouse-bill-4545-frequently-asked-questions_0.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433979943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vvgTjmSrtFQoCOu6aF8AnEPu%2FY%2FHmqhYYpa4P%2FfmJQg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:accelerated.instruction@tea.texas.gov


 2 

o NEW: Parent-Teacher Planning Tools 
 General Parent-Teacher Planning Tool 
 HB 4545 Parent-Teacher Planning Tool 

 TEA has created two Parent-Teacher Planning tools available for 
teachers to facilitate conversations with parents to help co-create 
learning plans to get students back on track. The Parent-Teacher 
Planning tool can be used by any teacher in any grade to provide 
a structure for parent-teacher conferences/meetings and elicit a 
parent-friendly, two-way conversation to reach a shared 
understanding of strengths/areas for growth and plan for the 
school year. These are fully customizable to a school or teacher’s 
needs.  

 
 Reminders: 

• ESSER SUP Grant Application is Open  
• Upcoming Superintendent Calls:  

o There will potentially be a Superintendent call next Thursday, August 5th at 3 
p.m.   

 DSHS is in the process of preparing to issue emergency rules related to 
school system requirements to keep students who have COVID-19 off 
campus.  They are currently finalizing the exact language, but the rules 
will be in place by mid-August. We expect to be able to publish more 
information about this in the next week. 

 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2Ftea-planning-tool-tp.pptx&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433989939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vP2X8Slxs%2F3sqFalW2c95Uq0OEh9L81SdSc7boU9sOY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2F4545-tea-planning-tool.pptx&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433989939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=chBFyN7UzY9QTaZR3h6e7zMCKnhYEZIFtptxvj0eiw4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Ffinance-and-grants%2Fgrants%2Fsupplemental-esser-esser-supp-grant-program&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7C03b2ace65f614f8b2cd808d95362a3e4%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637632505433999934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BrokE5cdMDPdxx4YE%2FP8E6lBbu4HiCEZLblGX4YNCOQ%3D&reserved=0

