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Governor Abbott Announces Procurement Of Over 1 Million Devices, WiFi
Hotspots Through Operation Connectivity
Procurement Helps Close Digital Divide For Public School Students Across Texas
AUSTIN - Governor Greg Abbott today announced that the Texas Education Agency (TEA),
in partnership with Local Education Agencies, has procured more than 1 million personal
devices and internet WiFi hotspots as part of the state's Operation
Connectivityinitiative. Financed by a previously announced $200 million allocation of
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding that was allocated to
the TEA, and matched by school districts across Texas, the procurement effort will ensure
that students attending a Texas public school will have both a device and connection to the
internet throughout the 2020-21 school year and beyond.
Administered by Texas’ Region 4 Education Service Center, the bulk procurement of devices
and hotspots will lead to noticeable cost savings for districts of anywhere from 20-40
percent off the standard retail price for devices.
"Securing personal devices and WiFi hotspots will help meet the connectivity needs of
students across the state," said Governor Abbott. "As school districts delay in-person
instruction for the 2020-2021 school year, it is critical that the State of Texas close the
digital divide and ensure access to virtual education for students who are learning at
home."
"Governor Abbott’s Operation Connectivity Task Force, co-chaired by Dallas ISD
Superintendent Dr. Michael Hinojosa, is comprised of many players, including business and
education leaders from across Texas," said Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath.
"Because of the herculean efforts of our school districts, the nimble response of our Task
Force, and the commitment of community-minded corporate partners in Texas, we are
significantly narrowing the digital divide in the Lone Star State, faster than anyone thought
possible. This work will help millions of Texas children."
Since March 2020, Local Education Agencies and the TEA have contributed nearly $900
million to help close the connectivity gap among public school students.
###

