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Objective and Purpose:

The Human Trafficking Child Abuse Prevention Webinar Series is brought
to you as a part of a collaborative workgroup to support state roll out
and implementation of Human Trafficking prevention and awareness in

Texas schools.



Human Trafficking Prevention and Awareness Webinar Series

Before we get started, please...
e Mmute your mics

o add your name and ESC/District to the chat
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children’s advocacy
centers of texas

Children’s Advocacy Centers of

A collaborative and Tean

trauma-informed
response to child abuse.

Every child. Every service. Every effort.




Who We Are

* Children’s advocacy center movement

* Children’s Advocacy Centers™ of Texas (CACTX)

* 'The statewide membership association for all Texas children’s
advocacy centers (CACs)

* CACTX, the largest association of children’s advocacy centers in the
nation
* Six priority services of CACTX

* Membership Services, Evaluation and Assessment, Collaboration,
Advocacy, Community Awareness, and Funding



CACTX Mission

! To provide the full array of
| professionally
recommended services, at
2% 1 the highest standard of care,
’ to all children impacted by

3.~ abuse.

Provide Makoe

Every Child. Every Service. Every Effort.




What is a children’s advocacy center?

* A neutral place where key
stakeholders can investigate abuse
allegations

* Specialized forensic interviewers
talk to children and determine
whether or not abuse has occurred

e FEnsures abused children receive
specialized medical and therapeutic
services

* CAC 1s not a CASA program




Texas Family Code

Texas Family Code Section 264.401-411:

* Defines CACs

* Contains mandates, requirements, and protections

* Allows for sharing of confidential case information

* Outlines investigative agencies within the Multi-disciplinary Team



CACEvolution

Issues prior to the CAC Model

* Lack of collaboration between investigative partners

* (Case investigation left many children and families navigating an
unknown system

CAC Model Today

* Collaborative Multi-disciplinary Team (MDT) response to investigate
abuse allegations

* A model focused on healing, justice, and resiliency

&

cactx



Primary Goals for CACs

Minimize revictimization of child
victims and supportive family members

Facilitate successful outcomes through
effective fact finding and strong case
development




Serving 61, 891 in Texas

65% Ages Served: Types of Abuse:
female I
66% sexual abuse
. . . ) 17% physical abuse
582 children involved in sex trafficking 1% 0.5

7% child witness to crime
46% 6-12

6%  neglect

98% of child victims knew their alleged perpetrator

<1% 18+

2% other

19% of alleged perpetrators were juveniles 1%  sexual and physical abuse

1%  fatality
1in 10 children will be sexually abused before their

18th birthday

Just 10% of the estimated 740,000 victims report their
abuse



71 CACs in Texas

OVER 1,300 dedicated CAC staff members

OVER 1,000 law enforcement jurisdictions

MORE THAN 230 district and county attorneys
COUNTLESS medical and mental health professionals
EVERY Department of Family and Protective Services

region in the state, Child Care Investigations, and Adult

Protective Services.
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Connect with your local CAC

I Engaging with local CACs
Remember, teachers and all
school employees are ‘ ‘

considered professional
reporters in Texas and are School Personnel Training Parent and Student Training

required by law to report

_ * Recognizing and reporting child abuse, * Anti-victimization programs for students
suspected child abuse or neglect, & trafficking * Parent/guardian awareness and prevention
neglect immediately. * Meet training requirements for school on child abuse, neglect, & trafficking

faculty and all staff, including School Board e Poster with the DFPS hotline number
Members required by Texas Education Code §
11 * Provide prevention and awareness resource 38.0042, developed by Children’s Advocac
_If you Susp SSaCiCalls ST materials? tor schools and school employees Centers of Texfs (CXCTX) and the Texasy
immediate danger, call 911. Education Agency (TEA)

For all other cases in Texas,

call the abuse and neglect

hotline at 1-800-252-5400. To find your local CAC, visit
https://www.cactx.org/ find-a-local-center



https://www.cactx.org/find-a-local-center

CAC Multi-disciplinary Team (MDT) Approach

"y
Joint

Investigation
Coordination

Trauma-

focused

Therapy

Forensic
Interview

ﬂ

Family
Advocacy and
Victim Support

Multi-disciplinary

Case Review

Medical
Evaluations



Statewide Intake Review

* CACs recetve copies of Statewide Intake Reports sent from DFPS to Law
Enforcement Agencies

* Goal of initiative was renewed, ongoing focus on strengthening CAC

MDTs

* Ensure timely access to full array of MDT/CAC services for a// children within
a CAC’s official service area and existing protocol case criteria

* Ensure a shared understanding and adherence to the local center’s own MD'T
protocol



LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY
& PROTECTIVE SERVICES

CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY

e CENTER (CAC)
CALL 911 CALL TEXAS ABUSE

HOTLINE TO REPORT
CHILD ABUSE

TO REPORT

CHILD ABUSE

< Shared with Law Enforcement

Referred to the Department of Family & Protective Services ——p»
|
| \ |

MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM ASSESS CHILD SAFETY
Communication. Case Management. Collaboration. AND RISK

ASSESS CRIMINAL
ELEMENTS & EVIDENCE

I | I
I L Case Referred to
nvgsltlga;on [1]: @ District County
0S€ Attorney
|
. Case Presented
Case Declined [} to Grand Jury
|
Case No Billed J*LE Case Indicted
Multidisciplinary Trauma-Focused Victim Support
Case Review Therapy and Advocacy Child Placed in Foster Care
Criminal Prosecution - Plea or Trial

v

SAFETY, JUSTICE, AND HEALING FACILITATED FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

CAC FACILITIES SERVICES

Protective Caregiver - Case Closed

Joint
Investigation
Coordination

Forensic Medical
Interview Evaluation Assigned to Family Based
Safety Services




Recognizing and Reporting

Child Abuse




What is grooming?

MORE THAN 90% OF THE TIME, CHILDREN ARE ABUSED BY
SOMEONE THEY KNOW, TRUST, AND LOVE.

PERPETRATORS NOT ONLY GROOM CHILDREN FOR ABUSE; THEY ALSO GROOM
PARENTS, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES.



Sexual Abuse

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

* Major change in normal mood or
behavior

* Fear of certain places and people definition:

. }(iilé?sges in eating and/or sleeping compellline oif eneotmsing e

* Changes in school performance and child to engage in sexual conduct
attendance

* Suicide attempts
* Sexually victimizing other children
* A sexually transmitted infection (STT)

Source: Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center Child Abuse Training




Physical abuse

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

* Major change in normal mood or
behavior

. Frequeqt injuries that are definition:
unexplaine

injury that results in substantial

* Burns and bruises in an unusual .
pattern harm to the child

* Evidence of delayed or o
inappropriate treatment for injuries

* Fear of going home or seeing
families and caregivers

Source: Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center Child Abuse Training




Emotional

abuse OTHER FORMS OF
Neolect CHILD
cEec MALTREATMENT

Family violence

Source: Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center Child Abuse Training




cactx

Human
trafficking

definition: recruitment
and use of another
person for forced labor
and /or sexual
exploitation

Source: Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center Child Abuse Training



ERCION and INTIMIDATION

THREATS o .

L Harms ather victims, children
Threatens ta harm victim or pets & Displays or uses
or family ® Threatens ol Py
weapaons = Destroys
to expose or shame rtv » Lies about

victim » Threatens J| FIOFErY ® Hiesabou

police invalvement
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o repart to in trafficking EMOTIONAL

situation

police ar
maney earned 8 Prohibits accessY IMmigration Humiliates in front of athers
to finances = Limits resources to
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2 small allowance ® Calls names » Flays mind games

® Makes victim feel guilt/blame for
USING PRIVILEGE

situation » Convinces victim they're
T wictim like a servant Pﬂw ER the only one that cares about them
® Uses gender, age or nationality to

suggest superiority » Uses certain & ISOLATION

victims to control others » Hides or Keeps confined ® Accompanies
destroys important documents CO NTROL to public places » Creates distrust of

policefothers  Moves victims to
PHYSICAL ABUSE different locaticns » Doesn't allow
EShowves, slaps, hits, punches, kicks,
strangles » Burns, brands, tattoos SEXUAL
® Denies foodwater » Exposes ABUSE
to harmful chemicals Uses sexual assault MINIMIZING family and friends
® Farces pregnancy as punishment or '
termination ® Induces Jf' means of contral Makes light of abuse or
drug addiction as Jf ® Forces victim to have exploitation  Denies that
means of sex multiple times 2 day amything illegal or exploitative
cantral with strangers » Treats iz accurring  Places blame
victim as an object for on the victim far the
monetary gain ® Mormalizes trafficking situation
sexual violence and
zelling sex
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How to Respond If a Child Reveals Abuse or Neglect

DO:

* Remain calm.

* Believe the child.

* Allow the child to talk.

* Show interest and concern.

* Support the child’s feelings.

* Take action.

DON’T:
* Panic or overreact.
* Press the child to talk.
* Promise things you can’t control.
* Confront the offender.
* Minimize the child’s feelings.

* Overwhelm with questions.

If you suspect a child is in immediate danger, call 911.

For all other cases in Texas, call the abuse and neglect hotline 24/7 at 800.252.5400.

For more information visit www.TXAbuseHotline.org.

Source: Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center Child Abuse Training



School Required Policies to
Address Child Abuse, Neglect, &
Trafficking




A collaborative approach for addressing child abuse

allegations

Rights & Responsibilities for School Employees

As a professional reporter, you are required by law to report suspected abuse within 48 hours of first suspecting that a
child has been or may be abused or neglected (Texas Family Code § 261.101(b)).

You have the right and responsibility to report suspected child abuse or neglect free of fear of retaliation (Texas Family
Code § 261.110).

Your report of child abuse or neglect is confidential and immune from civil or criminal liability as long as the report is
made 1n good faith and without malice (Texas Family Code § 261.100).

Teachers and school employees making reports of suspected abuse or neglect are not required by law to first report
the suspicion to a peer, colleague, or supervisor.

Teachers and school employees may not delegate the duty to report suspected abuse or neglect to any other person
(Texas Family Code § 261.101(b)).



Guidance for Texas School Administrators

on Addressing Child Abuse, Neglect, & Trafficking

Know the laws regarding reporting suspected child abuse and neglect.
Texas Family Code Chapter 261

Adopt required policies.
Texas Education Code §§ 38.004, .0041

Ensure that all school employees receive required training.

Texas Education Code § 38.0041



Guidance for Texas School Administrators

on Addressing Child Abuse, Neglect, & Trafficking

Be familiar with applicable training requirements for superintendents and board members.
Texas Education Code § 11.159 &
Texas Education Code § 21.054

Provide programs for students.
Texas Education Code § 38.004 &
Texas Administrative Code § 61.1051

Post signs with the child abuse hotline number.
Texas Education Code § 38.0042



Guidance for Campus Leadership

DFPS or law enforcement may visit your campus during the course of an
investigation. Avoid the use of public media (e.g., intercoms) to notify the appropriate
staff or students.

Establish a known, private location on your campus where both reporters and students
can confidentially meet with DFPS or law enforcement.

Take steps to protect the confidentiality and anonymity of the report by not
discussing the report or reporter. You are not required to disclose knowledge of a report
to a parent or caregiver. If asked, you may choose to deny any knowledge of the report.

Avoid implementing policies that require faculty and staff to consult with
administration or other staff before they make a report of child abuse or neglect.
Leave the detailed questioning and investigation to DFPS and law enforcement.



Required Training for Recognizing and Reporting Child

Abuse, Neglect, and Trafficking

CACs often partner directly with school districts to offer required training for
educators and anti-victimization programs for students.

CACs can help meet the new training requirement for school board members either
by providing the training directly (if they have registered as a provider with TEA)
or by partnering with an ESC and providing a CAC guest speaker to facilitate the
tralning,

Many CACs also offer training and prevention programs for parents/guardians as
well.



Informational Materials and Resources

CACs can offer a variety of informational
materials and resources to school districts,
including:

Posters with the DFPS hotline number that

meets the specifications required under Texas k r"
Education Code § 38.0042.

Repom g uxpectedChﬂdAbuse.NegecL Human
Trafficking in a Remote Learning Environment
Renundersa.nd'l‘lps

It's OK to tell!
if someone hurts you:

say

| _ S——— no !
Copies of posters and brochures for SEEEEETRS g0
educators with detailed information about =

child abuse/neglect reporting requirements)- = = -

to a safe place

telll {7
a trusted adult

call 1-800-252- 5400

for help or 911 for emergencies
@ For more information: txahusehotlinemrg
on't ever keep a secret tha

cactx
upsetsyou: TEA




Remember to

reach out to your
local CAC.

ILuis Acuna-Pilgtim
Program Manager

lacuna(@cactx.org

(512) 906-2944




Thank you for joining today’s presentation!

Please take the survey linked at the QR code below to provide
feedback!

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2020. All rights reserved. 33



Human Trafficking Webinar
Series Evaluation

* Please capture this QR
Code to provide feedback
on the entire webinar series
and input on direction of
next year’s series.

* Thank you for joining us!
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