State Board for Educator Certification EPP Continuing Approval
South Texas Transition to Teaching ACP

Item 16:

Consider and Take Appropriate Action on the Continuing
Approval Review for South Texas Transition to Teaching
(STTT) Alternative Certification Program

DISCUSSION AND ACTION

SUMMARY: This item provides the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) an
opportunity to approve South Texas Transition to Teaching (STTT) Alternative Certification
Program (ACP) for continuing approval (5 years) based on meeting the requirements of the
December 6, 2019 SBEC Board Agreed Order.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: The statutory authority for 19 TAC §§229.6(a), 228.10(b) and
229.9 is the Texas Education Code (TEC), §§21.0443, 21.041, 21.0452, 21.0454, and 21.061.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon SBEC approval.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: TEC §21.0443 authorizes the SBEC
to adopt rules providing for educator preparation program (EPP) approval and renewal of
approval. TEC §21.061 states that the SBEC is to carry out a process for reviewing and, as
necessary, updating standards and requirements for EPPs. TEC §21.041 allows the Board to
set fees for the approval or renewal of approval of an EPP. TEC §21.0452 authorizes the Board
to make information available regarding EPPs to the public. TEC §21.0454 authorizes the Board
to propose rules that develop a set of risk factors for each preparation program to be used by
the agency to guide the five-year review process.

The purpose of this item is to provide the Board an opportunity to approve South Texas
Transition to Teaching (STTT) Alternative Certification Program (ACP) following improvements
made by the program in accordance with an SBEC agreed order.

At the December 6, 2019, SBEC meeting, the Board approved an agreed order for STTT with
conditions that allowed the EPP to continue to operate while making the required improvements
to correct identified program deficiencies with timelines for completion. The SBEC Agreed Order
is included in Attachment |II.

The agreed order included the following conditions:

1. December 6, 2019— as of this date, STTT will not admit a new candidate into the
program until a curriculum matrix has been approved by TEA staff for the candidate’s
certification category.

2. March 25, 2020—STTT will submit curriculum matrices for each certificate category to
TEA staff on or before March 25, 2020. Any certificate category for which STTT does not
have a TEA approved curriculum matrix by May 25, 2020, will be immediately revoked
without further review, hearing, or opportunity for appeal.

3. STTT agrees that before recommending a candidate for an intern, probationary,
probationary extension, or standard certificate, STTT will present TEA staff with
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documentary evidence of the candidate’s hours of coursework and training completed
and receive approval from TEA staff to recommend the candidate. STTT may not
recommend a candidate for a certificate without written approval from TEA staff.

4. STTT will post notice on the home page of its website stating it is unable to accept new
candidates for any certification field for which STTT has not received approval of the
curriculum matrix from TEA staff. The website post will include the title: Not Accepting New
Candidates.

5. May 25, 2020—STTT must correct all deficiencies identified in the Review Report and
submit all appropriate documentary evidence to TEA staff for approval. Any deficiency not
corrected by STTT and approved by TEA staff will result in TEA staff making an immediate
recommendation to SBEC of revocation of the EPP’s continuing approval to recommend
candidates in accordance with 19 TAC §229.6(e), without any opportunity for an informal
review under 19 TAC §229.6(c) or §229.7.

Through regular monitoring and dialogue with the program, TEA staff determined that STTT has
successfully met conditions one, three, and four as listed above. The remaining two conditions
required submitting corrective actions in both March and May of 2020, which included
curriculum documents for each of the 13 certification areas for which the EPP is currently
approved, and documentation to address deficiencies identified in the 2017-2018 Continuing
Approval Review Report.

STTT submitted the evidence to address the identified deficiencies by the March 25 and May 25
deadlines. TEA staff reviewed the STTT submissions and found the following:

(1) The EPP submitted evidence of corrective actions by the May 25 deadline for each of
the five areas as listed in Exhibit A of the Agreed Order. The submissions were reviewed
by two TEA staff members and were approved.

(2) The EPP submitted curriculum matrices for each certificate category in all 13 of the
EPPs certification areas for preliminary review per the March 25 deadline in the Agreed
Order. Final submissions were reviewed by TEA staff by the May 25 deadline. All final
submissions were reviewed by two staff members. A total of nine certification areas were
approved. The following four submissions were not approved:

¢ Math 4-8

e Math 7-12

e Science 4-8, and
e PEEC-12

Per the SBEC agreed order, the four certificate areas that were not approved are revoked.
STTT may not admit or recommend candidates for certification in those four certificate areas.
Please note that this does not prohibit the EPP from re-applying for these certification areas in
the future. Attachment Il is the letter that was sent to STTT that summarizes the results of the
review by TEA staff that was based on the evidence submitted to correct the identified
deficiencies.

PUBLIC AND STUDENT BENEFIT: The development and application of EPP review criteria
will help ensure educator preparation programs are preparing educators to positively influence
the performance of the diverse student population of the state.
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ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER'S RECOMMENDATION:

Approve South Texas Transition to Teaching ACP as presented for a 5-year renewal of
approval.

Staff Members Responsible:
Tam Jones, Director, Educator Preparation
Lorrie Ayers, Program Specialist, Educator Preparation

Attachments:

I. Statutory Citations Relating to Continuing Approval Reviews
Il. Agreed Board Order from December 6, 2019

1. June 3, 2020, Letter to Director of STTT
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ATTACHMENT I
Statutory Citations Relating to Continuing Approval Reviews

Texas Education Code, §21.041, Rules: Fees

(d) The board may propose a rule adopting a fee for the approval or renewal of approval of
renewal of an educator preparation program, or for the addition of a certificate or field of
certificate to the scope of a program’s approval. A fee imposed under this sub-section
may not exceed the amount necessary, as determined by the board, to provide for the
administrative cost of approving, renewing the approval of, and appropriately ensuring
the accountability of educator preparation programs under this subchapter.

Texas Education Code, §21.0443, Educator Preparation Program Approval and Renewal

(a) The board shall propose rules to establish standards to govern the approval or renewal
of approval of:

(1) educator preparation programs; and
(2) certification fields authorized to be offered by an educator preparation program.

(b) To be eligible for approval or renewal of approval, an educator preparation program
must adequately prepare candidates for educator certification and meet the standards
and requirements of the board.

(c) The board shall require that each educator preparation program be reviewed for renewal
of approval at least every five years. The board shall adopt an evaluation process to be
used in reviewing an educator preparation program for renewal of approval.

Texas Education Code, §21.0452, Consumer Information Reqgarding Educator Preparation
Programs (excerpt):

(b) The board shall make available at least the following information regarding each
educator preparation program:

(1) the information specified in Sections 21.045(a) and (b);

(e) The board may develop procedures under which each educator preparation program
receives a designation or ranking based on the information required to be made
available under Subsection (b). If the board develops procedures under this subsection,
the designation or ranking received by each program must be included in the information
made available under the section.

Texas Education Code, §21.0454, Risk Factors for Educator Preparation Programs; Risk-
Assessment Model (excerpt):

(a) The board shall propose rules necessary to develop a set of risk factors to use in
assessing the overall risk level of each educator preparation program.

(b) The set of risk factors developed by the board may include whether an educator
preparation program is accredited by other organizations.

(c) The board shall use the set of risk factors to guide the agency in conducting monitoring,
inspections, and compliance audits of educator preparation programs, including
evaluations associated with renewals under Section 21.0443.
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Texas Education Code, §21.061, Review and Updating of Educator Preparation Programs:

The board shall, after consulting with appropriate higher education faculty and public
school teachers and administrators and soliciting advice from other interested persons
with relevant knowledge and experience, develop and carry out a process for reviewing
and, as necessary, updating standards and requirements for educator preparation
programs.
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ATTACHMENT II
Agreed Board Order from December 6, 2019

tem 14
December &, 2018
SBEC Meeting

IN THE MATTER -] BEFORE THE STATE B{ARD

5
OoF ] FOR

]
SOUTH TEXAS TRANSITION TD § EODUCATOR CERTIFICATION
TEACHING ACP

AGREED FINAL ORDER

Unﬂlﬂ:_ﬂ?_day of ARetrfa - » 2019, the Slate Bozrd for Bducsior Cestification
("SHEC") considered the matier of the sccreditation of South Texas Transition to Teaching
AMermnative Centification Program (“STTT™)

This Agreed Order is executed pursuant to the authority of the Adminisirative Procedirs
Act, Tex. Gov't, Cods §30001.056, which awtharizes the isformeal dispatitian of contested cases.

In o desire to conclude this matter without further delay and expense, the SBEC and STTT
{collectively, “Parties™) agree to resolve this mstter by this Agreed Final Order ("Oeder™),

The Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Canclusions of Law:
FINDINGS OF FACT

[y OnJely 3.. 2018, Texas Educstion Agency (“TEA™) stafl wéit STTT the resulis af the five-
year continuing approval review including a report and 2 complisnce plan (collectively,
“Review Report,” altached as Exhibit A). The Review Report listed numerous discrepancics
that TEA stall had identified in the course of the contining spproval review and set out
reguirements for STTT to meet in arder to address those discrepancies on or before Augast
31, HN3. Todste, STTT bas not provided TEA siaff with ary documents 1o demonstrste that
STTT has fulfilked the compliance plan and addressed the identified deficicpeis,

(2} On September 3, 2019, TEA staff mads (he preliminary recommendation of revocation of
approval for STTT based on STTT's failure to respond and address the identified defgiencies
in the Reveew Report by August 31, 2009

£3)  OnOctober 3, 2009, STTT and Texas Education Agency agreed to enber inba an agreed coder

imposing conditions on the centinwing approval of STTT in accordance with 19 Texas
Admisistrative Code §279.6(b)

(4} Uipon the effective date of this Order, the Parties agres that STTT will not admit & new
candidate irto the program wntil & cusriculum matrix has been approved by TEA staff for the
candidate’s certification category. This includes the following certificate categories:

& Core Subjects EC-§;
b. English Language Aris and Reading 4-E;
. English Language Arts #nd ReadingSocia] Studies 4-8:
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(5)

G

(7)

(8)

d. Math 4-8B; Melh/Science 4-8;

e, Seience 4-8;

f. Social Studies 4-8;

g English Languags Arts and Reading 7-12;

k. Life Scienoe 7-13;

i Math 7-12;

j. Physical Seience 6-12;

k. Selence 7-12;

1, Sockal Soedles 7-12;

m. Physical Education EC-12;

n, Special Education EC-12;

o. Bilingual Education Supplemental-Spanish; and
p. English as a Second Language Supphermental.

The Parties agree that STTT will submit currieul um matrices for e ch cerlificate category 1o
TEA slaff on of before March 25 2030, Any coritficaic category for which TEA has mot
approved o curmicuturm madrix by May 15, 2020 wall be immedalely revoked wiilbout further
revicw, heaning, or opportanity for appeal

The Partics agree that beforg recommending a candidate for an intern, probationary,
probaticnary extensiom, or standard cedificale, STTT will present TEA stalT with

documentary evidence of the candidate™s bours of coursework and training completed and

receive approval from TEA «afT to recommend the candidate, STTT may not recommend &
candidste for a cenlificals without written approval from TEA siall

The Parties agree that STTT will past nolice on the kome page of its website stating that it iz
unable to sccept new candidates for any cestification feld for which STTT has not received

spproval oftse curriculum malrix from TEA staff. The website past wil | include the tithe: Not
Accepling New Candidates.

The Parttes agree that on or before May 23, 3020, STTT mest correct all deficiencles
Identifed im the Review Report and submit all approprisle documsentary evidence to TEA stafl
_Em- appraval, Any deficiency not comrected by STTT and approved by TEA staff will result
in TEA staff making an immediate recommendation to SBEC of revocation of the EPP's
continging approval to Fecommend candidates in accordance with 19 Texas Admizistrative
Code §229.6(c), withowt any oppostumity for am informal review under 19 Texas
Adminisirative Code §229.5(c) or §229.7.
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90 The Panies agree that if STTT wiclsies any provisions of ithis Ovder, TEA staff will
immediately rocommend rovocsbon of the EPP's continoing approval to recommend
candidstes in accordance with 19 Texas Administrative Code §229.6(c), without any
oppoctanity for an informal review under 19 Texns Administrative Code §229.6(c) or §239.7.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

(1) STTT is subject to the jurigdiction of the SBEC and is required 1o comply with 19 Texas
Administrative Code, Chapters X127, Y28, 129, 230, 231, 234, 241, end 247 and Texas

Education Code §§21.044, 21,0441, 210443, 21.045, 21.0431, 21.0452, 21.0454, 21.0455,
21 046, 21,048, and 21,049

(1} The Board iz aulborised, pursuant to 19 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 229 and Texas
Education Cade §21.0443 1o revake or refise to renew its approval of on educator preparstion

program, and ta put conditions on its cantinuing approval of & progrsm.

(3} The SBEC and STTT agree to the actions set focth herem in lieu of formal revocation
practedings.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THAT:

{1} Lipom the effective date of this Order, STTT will not admit a pew candidote indo the program
until 3 curriculwm matriz hes been approved by TEA stafT for the candidate's certification
category. This includes the following certificale categonies;

a Core Sebjecis EC-5;
b. Emplish Langasge Arls and Reading 4-8;

F‘l

English Lengaage Ans and Reading/Social Suadies 4-§;
belarh 4-8: Mfath/Sevemce 4-H:

-

Sclence 4-8:

Social Studics 4-8;

- P

English Language Arts and Reading 7-12;

= o

Life Science 7-12:
. Math T-12;

Fhysical Scionco 6-12;

o

k. Science 7-12:

. Secial Studies 7-12;
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m. Physical Education EC-13;
n Special Educatinn EC-12;
o. Bilingual Edwcstion Supplemental-Bpanish; and

p  Eaglish as a Scoond Language Supplemental.

(2} The: Pasties agres that STTT will sabmit cumiculum matrices for cach cerfificate category bo
TEA staff on or before March 25, 2020, Any cenifcste calepary for which TEA has net
approved a curriculum matrix by May 25, 2020, will be mmedistely revoked withowl further

revicw, heaning, or opportanity for appeal,

{3} Before recommending 2 candadate for an intem, probatiosary, probstionary exiension, o
slandard ceriificate, STTT will presemt TEA siaflf with documenlary cvidence of the
candidacs's hours of eoursswork und iraining completed and receive approval from TEA stall
o recommend the candidile. STTT may ot recommend a candsdate for a certificabe withoal
wrilten approval From TEA stafl.

(41 STTT will past notice on the home pape of i3 website stating that & is unable 1o accepl new
candidsics for any centlfcation fold for which STTT has nol received approval af Lhe
curricubum malfix fom TEA siall. The website post will melude the Gile: Mol Accepling
Mew Candidates,

{5) OUn or before May 25 2020, 5TTT must correct all deficioncies wdentified in tho Rovicw
Fosport and sabmil all appropriole decamentary evidence o TEA sill for approval.  Any
deficsncy nol cormecled by STTT and approved by TEA stafT will result in TEA stafT making
an immedisle recommendabion o SBEC of revocaticn of the EFPM's continwing approval 1o
recarmmend candidates inaccordance with 19 Texas Adminstrative Code §X2506(e], withong
any appartunity far an infoomal review under 1% Texas Adminisirative Cods §229.5c) ar
§229.7.

(6} 17 STTT violates amy provisions of this Order, TEA s1aff will immediately recommend
revacation of the EPF s cemtiouing approval to recommend candidates in sccordance with 19
Texas Admmisteative Code §279.6(c), without any epportusity far a0 nfonmal revsew umder
19 Texas Admin istrative Code §22%.6(c) or §2259.7.

{7)  The SBEC shall determing whether STTT"s performanoe under this agreement & dccoplable
ard shall revoke STTT': canbinuing spproval and assign an scoreditation status of Mot
Aocredied-Revoked | £ th: SEEC delermines that STTT has failed ta comply with the iermas

of this agresment,

i8]  STTT waives its righls toa conlested caxe bearing before the Siate Office of Administrbive
I'-Iwi'ngp: fior the revocntion of cerificaton categories, waives any night to gpeek removal or
madification of the revozation of certification catzpones noted herein, amy right oo seck
removal or modificason of the terms of this ordier, and any right o seek judicial review of this
order
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STGNED this rﬂg day of (0 2019

Crilbert Giomez b

Chicl Operating Officer and Lepal Awthority
South Texas Transdton to Teaching ACF

O bahiall of the Stetc Board for Educabar Certrficabion:

B
SIOMED this (s dayof Alpesde, 019

% ! ) L O s cil e
JEL DRUESEDOW
Board President
Siate Board far Educalar Cetification
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ATTACHMENT Il
Letter to Director of STTT, June 3, 2020

Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath

1701 North Congress Avenue * Austin, Texas 78701-1494 » 512 463-9734 « 512 463-9838 FAX ¢ tea.texas.gov

June 3, 2020

Mr. Gilbert Gomez, Director
South Texas Transition to Teaching ACP
4426 S McColl Rd, Edinburg, TX 78539

Dear Mr. Gomez,

This letter is to inform you of the results of the review by TEA staff regarding the submissions you provided
on behalf of South Texas Transition to Teaching EPP. The submissions, reviews, and results are governed by
the Agreed Board Order approved by the State Board for Educator Certification on December 6, 2019.

The Agreed Board Order required you to submit corrective actions in two areas. These submissions would
then be reviewed and approved or not approved by TEA. The submissions were as follows:
(1) documentation to address deficiencies identified in the 2017-2018 Continuing Approval Review
Report as outlined in Exhibit A, and
{2) curriculum documents for each of the 13 certification areas for which the EPP is currently approved.
Summary of Results:
(1) The EPP submitted evidence of corrective actions for each of the five areas as listed in Exhibit A of
the Agreed Order. | am happy to inform you that the corrective actions for Exhibit A have been
reviewed by two reviewers and approved.

{2) The EPP submitted 13 certification areas for preliminary review per the March 25% deadline in the
Agreed Order. The submissions received the first review by TEA staff and were returned to the EPP
with comments. The EPP provided final submissions for 12 certification areas with final revisions
which were reviewed by TEA staff by the May 25" deadline. The EPP did not provide a final
submission for Math Grades 4-8. All final submissions were reviewed by two staff members and | am
happy to inform you that nine areas have been approved. The final submissions for Math 7-12,
Science 4-8, and PE EC-12 were not approved.

As a result of our review, we anticipate making a recommendation to the SBEC that South Texas Transition to
Teaching be approved to continue to operate as an educator preparation program for another five years.
You may admit new candidates into the nine certification areas that are approved.

Per the Agreed Board Order, the four certificate areas that were not approved are revoked. You may not
admit or recommend candidates for certification in those four certificate areas. Please note that this does not
prohibit the EPP from re-applying for these certification areas in the future.

Please let me know if you have any questions. We are pleased that the EPP was able to provide the required
corrective actions within the timeline set by the SBEC.

Sincerely,
Tam Jones
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