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Waivers and Funding  
Closure 
In the event schools are closed, the current policy regarding missed school days still 
applies to LEAs at or above the 75,600 operational minute requirement (or 180 days for 
charter schools on a 180 day calendar). Generally, the first two missed days must be 
made up using bad weather make up days or by using built in or additional minutes, 
prior to the granting of waivers, up to the 4,200 minute waiver cap, per Section 3.8.2 of 
the Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH).   

 
If an LEA has a school closure based on COVID-19 related concerns that cannot be 
accommodated by the above mechanism or other options available to the district, the 
district may seek additional minute waivers from the agency.  Those waivers would be 
granted as long as the district commits to supporting students instructionally while at 
home.  An attestation will be required to be submitted with the waiver (see below for 
more information about the attestation, and options to help support instruction at home).  
 

In addition, if a charter LEA intends to provide online education or instruction while at 
home, they are not required to submit a non-expansion amendment requesting the 
commissioner of education to approve a request for implementation of changing the 
instructional program to include remote instruction as is normally required in 
accordance with 19 TAC §100.1033(c).  
 
Absences 
If an LEA is experiencing low attendance due to COVID-19 related concerns, rather 
than illness, the district may also use the attestation related to educational support to 
count students absent from campus grounds as present for Average Daily Attendance 
(ADA) purposes.  For information on how to record this in your attendance system, see 
the section in this guidance related to PEIMS data reporting. 
 
Attestation 
As noted above, there are two different attestations: 

• Instructional Continuity Attestation While Open (PDF) 

• Instructional Continuity Attestation While Closed (PDF) 

 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Ffinance-and-grants%2Ffinancial-compliance%2Fstudent-attendance-accounting-handbook&data=02%7C01%7CJulie.Kopycinski%40tea.texas.gov%7Ca8fe38bb30d240ffd7df08d7cc1075c0%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637202243375446774&sdata=fnoTdYs%2BzB%2FR74qhZzENVe95uzj8N6pwraxchIhv7Xo%3D&reserved=0
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/instructional_continuity_attestation_while_remaining_open.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/instructional_continuity_attestation_while_closed.pdf

