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Overview of Distinction Designations
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 A distinction designation acknowledges districts and campuses 
for outstanding achievement based on the outcomes of several 
performance indicators.

 Distinction designations are awarded for achievement in several 
areas and are based on performance relative to a group of 
campuses of similar type, size, grade span, and student 
demographics. 

 Districts and campuses that receive accountability ratings of A, 
B, C, or D are eligible to earn distinction designations. 
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Overview of Distinction Designations
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 For 2019, distinction designations are awarded in the following areas:
 Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading        

(campus only)

 Academic Achievement in Mathematics (campus only)

 Academic Achievement in Science (campus only)

 Academic Achievement in Social Studies (campus only)

 Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth (campus only)

 Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps (campus only)

 Postsecondary Readiness (district and campus)

Slido.com: #DISTINCTIONS



Overview of Distinction Designations
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 Districts, charter schools, and campuses receiving an F or Not 
Rated rating are not eligible for distinction designations.

 Campuses that do not serve any grade level for which STAAR
assessments are administered are paired with another campus in 
the same district for accountability purposes. Paired data are not 
used for distinction designation indicators; therefore, paired 
campuses cannot earn distinction designations.

 Campuses evaluated under alternative education accountability 
provisions are not eligible for distinction designations.
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Overview of Distinction Designations

The district or campus is rated A, B, C, or D and meets the criteria for the
distinction designation.

The district or campus is rated F or does not meet the criteria for the
distinction designation.

The district or campus does not have results to evaluate for the distinction 
designation, is Not Rated, is evaluated by alternative education 
accountability (AEA) provisions, or is a campus paired with a feeder 
campus for accountability evaluation.
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The Distinction Designation Reports shows one of the following labels for 
each distinction designation:
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Overview of Distinction Designations

 You can view parent-
friendly accountability 
ratings and distinction 
designations 
information by visiting 
TXschools.gov.
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Overview of Distinction Designations

 You can also view 
distinction designation 
reports on the 2019 
Accountability Rating 
System site at  
https://tea.texas.gov/2019a
ccountability.aspx.

 The TEA website provides 
detailed data tables and 
additional resources to help 
educators understand why 
distinction designations 
were awarded.
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Overview of Distinction Designations

Search page:                                                    Choose data report:                                     
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Overview of Distinction Designations

Demo
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Campus Comparison Groups
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 Each campus is assigned to a unique comparison group 
comprised of Texas schools that are most similar to it. To 
determine the campus comparison group, each campus is 
identified by school type then grouped with 40 other campuses 
from anywhere in Texas that are most similar.

 There is no limit on the number of comparison groups to which a 
campus may be a member. It is possible for a campus to be a 
member of no comparison group other than its own or a 
member of several comparison groups.
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Campus Comparison Groups
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 Characteristics used to determine campus comparison groups 
include:
 Grade levels served 
 Size
 Percentage of students who are economically disadvantaged
 Mobility rate
 Percentage of English learners
 Percentage of students receiving special education services
 Percentage of students enrolled in an Early College High School 

program

Slido.com: #DISTINCTIONS



2019 Campus Comparison Group

 You can view your 
campus comparison 
group at 
https://tea.texas.gov/2019
accountability.aspx.

 School administrators find 
campus comparison 
groups useful for 
comparing performance 
with peer campuses.
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2019 Campus Comparison Group

❶

❷

❸

1.Report header displays the campus and 
district name, campus type, and number

2.Column headers display grade levels 
served, total number of students, 
percentage of students who are 
economically disadvantaged, 
percentage of English learners, mobility 
rate, the percentage of students enrolled 
in an early college high school program, 
and the percentage of students 
receiving special education services.

3.Listing of the forty other campuses from 
anywhere in Texas that are most similar
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Academic Achievement in English Language Arts (ELA)/Reading
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 An Academic Achievement Distinction Designation (AADD) is 
awarded to campuses for outstanding achievement in 
ELA/reading based on outcomes of several performance 
indicators.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
 Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is 

used.
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Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading

AADD ELA/Reading Indicators:
• Attendance Rate
• Accelerated Student Progress in ELA/Reading
• Grade 3 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 4 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 4 Writing Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 5 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 6 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 7 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 7 Writing Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• Grade 8 Reading Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• English I Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• English II Performance (Masters Grade Level)
• AP/IB Examination Participation: ELA
• AP/IB Examination Results (Examinees >= Criterion): ELA
• SAT/ACT Participation
• Average SAT Score: Reading and Writing
• Average ACT Score: ELA
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion Rate: ELA/Reading 

(grades 9–12)
20Texas Education Agency | Performance Reporting

Minimum Size Criteria
• Attendance Rate: minimum size is based on total days in 

membership. If a campus has fewer than 1,800 total 
days in membership (e.g., 10 students x 180 school days) 
attendance cannot be used to evaluate the campus for 
this distinction.

• Assessments (STAAR, AP/IB, SAT, and/or ACT): minimum 
size is 10 students for each assessment. 

• Participation:
• AP/IB: ELA. Minimum size is 10 students enrolled in 

grades 11 and 12.
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion: 

ELA/Reading. Minimum size is 10 students in grades 9 
through 12 who complete at least one course.

• SAT/ACT Participation: minimum size is 10 reported 
annual graduates.
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Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
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Methodology:
 Step 1: Determine a campus’s performance on each applicable indicator 

and for which it has data.

 Step 2: Compare that campus’s performance for each indicator within the 
campus comparison group.

 Step 3: Determine if the campus is in the top 25 percent of its campus 
comparison group.

 High schools and combined elementary/secondary schools (K–12) 
must be in the top quartile (Q1) for 33 percent or more of all the 
indicators for which they have data.

 Middle schools, junior high schools, and elementary schools must be in 
the top quartile for 50 percent or more of all the indicators for which 
they have data.
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Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
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Example: Colonial High School is fictional but typical of Texas high schools with varied performance on the 10 indicators for this distinction. To 
determine whether it has earned the distinction, its performance is compared to its unique campus comparison group for each of the 10 indicators. It 
must be in the top quartile (Q1) for at least 33 percent of the indicators to earn the AADD in ELA/Reading.

St
ep

 1

Determine 
Colonial HS 

performance 
on its 10 

indicators

Attendance 
rate

Accelerated 
ELA Progress

English I 
Performance

English II 
Performance AP/IB ELA Results AP/IB ELA 

Participation
SAT/ACT 

Participation

Average SAT 
Score: 

Reading and 
Writing

Average ACT 
Score: ELA

Advanced/Dual
-Credit Course 

Completion

93.3% 2% 8% 9% 72% 48.9% 90% 1079 23.5 18.5%



Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
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Example: Colonial High School is fictional but typical of Texas high schools with varied performance on the 10 indicators for this distinction. To 
determine whether it has earned the distinction, its performance is compared to its unique campus comparison group for each of the 10 indicators. It 
must be in the top quartile (Q1) for at least 33 percent of the indicators to earn the AADD in ELA/Reading.

St
ep

 1

Determine 
Colonial HS 

performance 
on its 10 

indicators

Attendance 
rate

Accelerated 
ELA Progress

English I 
Performance

English II 
Performance AP/IB ELA Results AP/IB ELA 

Participation
SAT/ACT 

Participation

Average SAT 
Score: 

Reading and 
Writing

Average ACT 
Score: ELA

Advanced/Dual
-Credit Course 

Completion

93.3% 2% 8% 9% 72% 48.9% 90% 1079 23.5 18.5%

St
ep

 2

Compare 
performance 

to campuses in 
Colonial HS 
Comparison 

Group.

Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1
Q2 Q2

Q3 Q3

Q4 Q4



Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
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Example: Colonial High School is fictional but typical of Texas high schools with varied performance on the 10 indicators for this distinction. To 
determine whether it has earned the distinction, its performance is compared to its unique campus comparison group for each of the 10 indicators. It 
must be in the top quartile (Q1) for at least 33 percent of the indicators to earn the AADD in ELA/Reading.

St
ep

 1

Determine 
Colonial HS 

performance 
on its 10 

indicators

Attendance 
rate

Accelerated 
ELA Progress

English I 
Performance

English II 
Performance AP/IB ELA Results AP/IB ELA 

Participation
SAT/ACT 

Participation

Average SAT 
Score: 

Reading and 
Writing

Average ACT 
Score: ELA

Advanced/Dual
-Credit Course 

Completion

93.3% 2% 8% 9% 72% 48.9% 90% 1079 23.5 18.5%

St
ep

 2

Compare 
performance 

to campuses in 
Colonial HS 
Comparison 

Group.

Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1
Q2 Q2

Q3 Q3

Q4 Q4

St
ep

 3 Is performance 
in the top 
quartile?

No No No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Result: Performance on 4 of 10 indicators is in Q1, which is greater than 33 percent of indicators; 
Colonial High School earns an AADD in ELA/Reading.



Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Report header displays the campus and 
district name, campus type, and number

2. AADD ELA/Reading indicators
3. Lists the campus’s performance on each 

applicable indicator and for which it has 
data available

4. Lists the campus’s performance for each 
indicator within the campus comparison 
group and states what quartile the 
performance places within (green shading 
indicates top quartile performance)

5. States the campus outcome and 
calculation used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label
7. Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷

❻
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❼
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Academic Achievement in Mathematics
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 An AADD is awarded to campuses for outstanding achievement 
in mathematics based on outcomes of several performance 
indicators.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
 Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is 

used.
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Academic Achievement in Mathematics
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Methodology:
 Step 1: Determine a campus’s performance on each applicable indicator 

and for which it has data.

 Step 2: Compare that campus’s performance for each indicator within the 
campus comparison group.

 Step 3: Determine if the campus is in the top 25 percent of its campus 
comparison group.

 High schools and combined elementary/secondary schools (K–12) 
must be in the top quartile (Q1) for 33 percent or more of all the 
indicators for which they have data.

 Middle schools, junior high schools, and elementary schools must be in 
the top quartile for 50 percent or more of all the indicators for which 
they have data.
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Academic Achievement in Mathematics

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Header displays the campus and district 
name, campus type, and number

2. AADD Mathematics indicators
3. Lists the campus’s performance on each 

applicable indicator and for which it has 
data available

4. Lists the campus’s performance for each 
indicator within the campus comparison 
group and states what quartile the 
performance places within (green shading 
indicates top quartile performance)

5. States the campus outcome and 
calculation used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label
7. Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷

❻
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❼
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Academic Achievement in Science

31Texas Education Agency | Performance Reporting

 An AADD is awarded to campuses for outstanding achievement 
in science based on outcomes of several performance 
indicators.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
 Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is 

used.
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Academic Achievement in Science

AADD Science Indicators:
• Attendance Rate
• Grade 5 Science Performance (Masters Grade 

Level)
• Grade 8 Science Performance (Masters Grade 

Level)
• EOC Biology Performance (Masters Grade 

Level)
• AP/IB Examination Participation: Science
• AP/IB Examination Results (Examinees >= 

Criterion): Science
• Average ACT Score: Science
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion 

Rate: Science (grades 9–12)
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Minimum Size Criteria
• Attendance Rate: minimum size is based on total days in 

membership. If a campus has fewer than 1,800 total days 
in membership (e.g., 10 students x 180 school days) 
attendance cannot be used to evaluate the campus for 
this distinction.

• Assessments (STAAR, AP/IB, SAT, and/or ACT): minimum 
size is 10 students for each assessment

• Participation:
• AP/IB: Science: minimum size is 10 students enrolled 

in grades 11 and 12.
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion: Science. 

Minimum size is 10 students in grades 9 through 12 
who complete at least one course.
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Academic Achievement in Science

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Header displays the campus and district 
name, campus type, and number

2. AADD Science indicators
3. Lists the campus’s performance on each 

applicable indicator and for which it has 
data available

4. Lists the campus’s performance for each 
indicator within the campus comparison 
group and states what quartile the 
performance places within (green shading 
indicates top quartile performance)

5. States the campus outcome and 
calculation used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label
7. Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷

❻
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❼
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Academic Achievement in 
Social Studies



Academic Achievement in Social Studies
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 An AADD is awarded to campuses for outstanding achievement 
in social studies based on outcomes of several performance 
indicators.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
 Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is 

used.
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Academic Achievement in Social Studies

AADD Social Studies Indicators:
• Attendance Rate
• Grade 8 Social Studies Performance (Masters 

Grade Level)
• EOC U.S. History Performance (Masters Grade 

Level)
• AP/IB Examination Participation: Social Studies
• AP/IB Examination Results (Examinees >= 

Criterion): Social Studies
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion 

Rate: Social Studies (grades 9–12)
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Minimum Size Criteria
• Attendance Rate: minimum size is based on total days in 

membership. If a campus has fewer than 1,800 total days 
in membership (e.g., 10 students x 180 school days) 
attendance cannot be used to evaluate the campus for 
this distinction.

• Assessments (STAAR, AP/IB, SAT, and/or ACT): minimum 
size is 10 students for each assessment

• Participation:
• AP/IB: Social Studies. Minimum size is 10 students 

enrolled in grades 11 and 12.
• Advanced/Dual-Credit Course Completion: Social 

Studies. Minimum size is 10 students in grades 9 
through 12 who complete at least one course.
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Academic Achievement in Social Studies

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Header displays the campus and district 
name, campus type, and number

2. AADD Social studies indicators
3. Lists the campus’s performance on each 

applicable indicator and for which it has 
data available

4. Lists the campus’s performance for each 
indicator within the campus comparison 
group and states what quartile the 
performance places within (green shading 
indicates top quartile performance)

5. States the campus outcome and 
calculation used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label
7. Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷

❻
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❼
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Academic Growth



Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
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 A distinction designation for outstanding academic growth is 
awarded to campuses whose School Progress, Part A domain 
scaled score is ranked in the top 25 percent (Q1) of campuses in 
its campus comparison group.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses evaluated on School Progress, Part 

A and assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
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Methodology:
 Campuses are arranged in descending order by School Progress, Part A 

scaled score. If the School Progress, Part A scaled score for a campus is 
within the top quartile of its comparison group, it earns a distinction for 
growth.
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth

❶

❸

❺

1.Header displays the campus and 
district name, campus type, and 
number

2.Campus comparison group listing 
arranged in descending order by 
School Progress, Part A scaled score.

3.Academic Growth scaled score for 
each campus

4.Distinction designation label
5.Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷
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❹
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative 
Closing the Gaps



Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps
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 A distinction designation for outstanding performance in closing 
student achievement gaps is awarded to campuses whose 
Closing the Gaps domain scaled score is ranked in the top 25 
percent (Q1) of campuses in its campus comparison group.
 Who is Eligible: Campuses evaluated on Closing the Gaps 

domain and assigned an A, B, C, or D rating
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps
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Methodology:
 Campuses are arranged in descending order by their Closing the Gaps 

domain scaled score. If the Closing the Gaps scaled score for a campus is 
in the top quartile of its comparison group, it earns a distinction for closing 
student achievement gaps.
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps

❶

❸

❺

1.Header displays the campus and 
district name, campus type, and 
number

2.Campus comparison group listing 
arranged in descending order by 
their Closing the Gaps domain 
scaled score

3.Closing the Gaps scaled score for 
each campus

4.Distinction designation label
5.Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷
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❹
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Postsecondary Readiness
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 Both districts and campuses that receive an A, B, C, or D rating are 
eligible for a distinction designation for outstanding academic 
performance in attainment of postsecondary readiness.

 Who is Eligible: multi-campus districts and campuses assigned an A, 
B, C, or D rating

For single-campus districts and charter schools that share the same 
2019 performance data as its only campus, the campus is eligible 
to earn a postseconday readiness distinction designation, but the 
district or charter school is not eligible to earn the district 
postsecondary readiness distinction designation.

 Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is used.
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Postsecondary Readiness

Postsecondary Readiness Indicators:
• Percentage of STAAR Results at Meets Grade 

Level or Above Standard (All Subjects)
• Percentage of Grade 3–8 Results at Meets 

Grade Level or Above in Both Reading and 
Mathematics

• Four-Year Longitudinal Graduation Rate
• Four-Year Longitudinal Graduation Plan Rate
• TSI Criteria Graduates
• College, Career, and Military Ready Graduates
• SAT/ACT Participation
• AP/IB Examination Participation: Any subject
• CTE Coherent Sequence Graduates
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Minimum Size Criteria
• Minimum Size: The all students group must have a 

minimum size of 10.
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Postsecondary Readiness
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Methodology:
 Elementary and Middle Schools: Elementary and middle schools must be 

in the top quartile (Q1) for 50 percent or more of all the indicators for 
which they have data.

 High Schools: High schools and combined elementary/secondary schools 
(K–12) must be in the top quartile (Q1) for 33 percent or more of all the 
indicators for which they have data.

 Districts: A district must have at least 55 percent of its campuses’ 
postsecondary indicators in the top quartile (Q1). 

Districts with fewer than five campus-level postsecondary indicators are not 
eligible for the postsecondary readiness distinction.
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Postsecondary Readiness

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Header displays the campus and district 
name, campus type, and number

2. Postsecondary readiness indicators
3. Lists the campus’s performance on each 

applicable indicator and for which it has 
data available

4. Lists the campus’s performance for each 
indicator within the campus comparison 
group and states what quartile the 
performance places within (green shading 
indicates top quartile performance)

5. States the campus outcome and 
calculation used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label
7. Lists additional notes regarding the 

distinction designation calculation

❷

❻
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❼
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Postsecondary Readiness

❶

❸ ❹

❺

1. Header displays the campus and district 
name, campus type, and number

2. Postsecondary readiness indicators by 
campus type

3. Lists the district’s number of postsecondary 
readiness indicators in the top quartile (Q1)

4. Lists the district’s number of eligible 
postsecondary readiness

5. States the district outcome and calculation 
used to determine distinctions

6. Distinction designation label

❷

❻
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Distinction Designations on TXschools.gov

❶

❸

❹

1. Displays the 2019 overall rating label and 
score

2. Displays the 2018 and 2019 rating label and 
score

3. Displays the rating label and score in each 
of the three domains

4. Indicates if a distinction designation was
earned (green highlighting) or not earned 
(red highlighting). 

❷
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Questions

Resources
• http://tea.texas.gov/A-F
• https://tea.texas.gov/perfreport/resources/index.html

Sign up for the Performance Reporting weekly 
bulletin:
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 Performance Reporting Home Page
http://tea.texas.gov/accountability/

 2019 Accountability Rating System
https://tea.texas.gov/2019Accountability.aspx

 Performance Reporting Email  
performance.reporting@tea.texas.gov

 Performance Reporting Telephone 
(512) 463-9704

Performance Reporting Resources and Contacts

54Texas Education Agency | Performance Reporting
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Thank you!
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