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Good afternoon, before I get started I’d like to take a minute and thank the TCTELA organization for giving me the opportunity to speak today. This is my first chance at communicating with TCTELA since I’ve joined TEA and I want to say it’s an honor to speak to such a large group of people committed to helping our students. 
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Presentation Notes
I know in the past Victoria Young gave this presentation and it was filled with detailed data and information. I know better than to think in my short time at TEA I could put together a presentation as informational as you’ve received in the past so I thought I would focus on some more general topics that I’m sure you’ve been impacted by. Although some of these topics might be familiar to many of you my objective is to make sure there is clarity on the policies and processes that relate to these topics. Many of the them end up as topics in your classrooms and headlines in our newspapers so it’s vital that we are all on the same page about what is done. 
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Who Am I?
Brad Vasil--Director of English Language 
Arts, Reading, and Social Studies
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1.HB 743—Shortening 3-8 
Assessments

2.HB 1164—Writing Pilot
3.Short Answer
4.Standards Focus
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HB 743

• STAAR grades 3–5 assessments should be 
redesigned so that 85% of students can 
complete in 2 hours.

• STAAR grades 6–8 assessments should be 
redesigned so that 85% of students can 
complete in 3 hours.



HB 743

• To meet the requirements of House Bill 743, TEA took into 
consideration

• Testing time data collected from the spring 2015 administrations

• Testing time data collected from the spring 2016 administrations

• Time allotted to test for grades 3–8 in some other states

• Advice from our Technical Advisory Committee

• Projected reliability estimates



HB 743

• The tests were shortened to the minimum number of questions 
per test to maintain the necessary reliability projections and 
ensure the assessments are valid and reliable.

• State law, §39.0304, requires the state assessments to be valid 
and reliable.

• Federal law, Section 1111(b)(3)(C)(iii), also requires the state 
assessments to be valid and reliable.

.



HB 743
• The STAAR grade 3 reading assessment was shortened by 6 

questions.

• The STAAR grades 4–8 reading assessments were shortened by 8 
questions each.

• The number of field-test questions was decreased from 8 to 6 
questions.

• There is no change to the:
• assessed curriculum
• number of passages
• word count per assessment



HB 743
• The STAAR grade 4 writing assessment was shortened by a total of 4 

multiple-choice questions and 1 written composition.

• The number of written compositions decreased by 1 (from 2 to 1).

• The number of multiple-choice questions decreased by 4 (from 28 to 
24).

• The test was changed from a two-day test to a one-day test. 

• The number of field-test questions was not changed; there will 
continue to be 5.

• There is no change to the assessed curriculum



HB 743

• The STAAR grade 7 writing assessment was shortened by a total of 10 
multiple-choice questions and 1 written composition.

• The number of written compositions decreased by 1 (from 2 to 1).

• The number of multiple-choice questions decreased by 10 (from 40 
to 30).

• The test was changed from a two-day test to a one-day test. 

• The number of field-test questions was not changed; there will 
continue to be 6.

• There is no change to the assessed curriculum



HB 1164

This bill requires TEA to plan a study to 
develop a writing assessment methodology 
as an alternative to the STAAR Writing 
assessment. 

Two year program



• House Bill 1164 states that a proposed alternative assessment method be designed 
to assess:

(1) a student’s mastery of the essential knowledge and skills in writing through 
timed writing samples;
(2) improvement of a student’s writing skills from the beginning of the school 
year to the end of the school year;
(3) a student’s ability to follow the writing process from rough draft to final 
product; and
a student’s ability to produce more than one type of writing

• The primary technical challenge is ensuring that the scores of writing samples are 
comparable in meaning when evaluated 

in different places, 
at different times, and
by different people



Student’s Instructional Portfolio
(Holistically Scored)__________________________

Growth Score: Time 2 – Time 1

The Approved Design Overview

School Year

Timed Sample 
1

• Final Product 
(Scored)

Process Samples 1, 2, & 3
• Draft
• Revision
• Final Product (Scored)
• Scored also for Process

Timed Sample 
2

• Final Product 
(Scored)



HB 1164

We’ve determined participating districts—
Regions 6, 10, and 16

We’ve developed rubrics

Teachers have begun collecting samples and 
sending them to TEA. 



Short Answer Removal

As of January 2017 STAAR EOC will no longer 
have short answer questions. 



Short Answer Removal

Why? 

This was done to reduce the testing burden 
on students. This creates a better alignment 
for the (expected) time it takes for students 
to take the test across all grade levels. 



Short Answer Removal
What else was changed? 

The Written Composition multiplier changed 
form 3 to 2 and we moved some items from 
the Writing portion to the Reading portion. 

Well, why’d you do that? 

So that we could keep the balance of the 
reading and writing portion of the 
assessment at 50-50. 



Short Answer Removal

No changes to assessed curriculum. Blueprint 
changes have been updated. 



Short Answer Removal

Who made this decision? 

All decisions at TEA are made collaboratively 
and with input from all levels of TEA staff.  



Short Answer Removal

Doesn’t this mean the test was more difficult 
for students who had to take the test with 
the short answer items? 

No. The overall difficulty of the assessment 
will be in line with past administrations of 
STAAR. The assessment is always equated and 
put on a scale. 



A side note: 

The assessment is more reliable with the 
removal of the SA items. 

We were able to remove a “quirk” in the 
blueprint. 



Assessment should reflect high quality 
instruction, not the other way around. 

The best “test prep” is always high quality 
instruction aligned to the standards. 
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Brad Vasil
Email: 
Bradley.Vasil@tea.texas.gov
Phone: (512) 463-6787
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Thanks again for having me, I hope you’ve had at least some questions answered and please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you
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