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The Science of Teaching Reading (293) 
Questions and Answers  

GENERAL

1. Who is required to take the Science of Teaching Reading exam?
House Bill (HB) 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019, requires that all educators that teach any grade level from prekindergar-
ten through grade six demonstrate proficiency in the science of teaching reading on a certification examination begin-
ning January 1, 2021. The following certificate fields will require the STR exam for issuance of an intern, probationary, or
standard certificate beginning January 1, 2021:

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Early Childhood – Grade 6

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• English Language Arts and Reading with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• Early Childhood: Prekindergarten-Grade 3

2.  If STR is considered a Content Pedagogy exam, will passing it (like Core Subjects EC-6)
then be required for issuance of an intern certificate?
Yes, passing the STR exam will be required for the issuance of an intern, probationary, and standard certificate in these
five certification fields beginning January 1, 2021:

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Early Childhood – Grade 6

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• English Language Arts and Reading with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8

• Early Childhood: Prekindergarten-Grade 3

3. What is the link to find additional resources on the TEA site?
Additional resources related to the STR exam can be accessed at: tea.texas.gov/str

4. Are current serving administrators able to take the exam?
General information on eligibility and routes to certification is available on the Texas Educator Certification Examination
Program website at www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_RegistrationInformation.html . 

Additional information is available on the Texas Education Agency’s (TEA) website at https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educa-
tors/Certification/ . 

PILOT TESTING

5.  How can we participate in the pilot this fall? Will you be sending out information as to
how candidates can volunteer for the pilot?
Registration opened on August 18, 2020, and pilot testing will be available at Pearson VUE test centers throughout Tex-
as from September 1 through October 16, 2020.

EPPs will play a crucial role in identifying pilot test participants. Notifications were distributed to EPPs in August 2020,
requesting that the EPPs distribute the invitations to candidates who may be interested in participating. For information
on eligibility, incentives, advantages of participation, scheduling, and registration, please encourage students to visit the
Pilot Testing website here: https://home.pearsonvue.com/espilot/tea .

https://tea.texas.gov/str
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_RegistrationInformation.html
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/
https://home.pearsonvue.com/espilot/tea
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Advantages of participating include gauging professional knowledge by taking actual test questions, gaining practical 
testing experience and early exposure to STR content, providing input into an exam that will be taken by future educa-
tors, and receiving an eGift card incentive.

Pearson is offering a $50.00 Barnes & Noble eGift card to participants who complete the pilot test. Eligible participants 
may complete up to two (2) pilot test forms and receive two eGift cards. The second registration can only be scheduled 
after the first pilot test session is completed (consecutive pilot test appointments are not available).

6. Who will be the “testers” during the pilot testing in Sept-October?
Pearson is seeking participants who are enrolled in an educator preparation program with the intent to eventually take 
the Science of Teaching Reading (293) certification exam after 1/1/21. 

7. What is the cost of the pilot test?
There is no fee to participate . 

Pearson is offering a $50.00 Barnes & Noble eGift card to participants who complete the pilot test. Eligible participants 
may complete up to two (2) pilot test forms and receive two eGift cards. The second registration can only be scheduled 
after the first pilot test session is completed (consecutive pilot test appointments are not available).

8.  Does the pilot test count toward certification? If a candidate gets a Pass on the pilot 
test will it count?
The pilot test will not count toward certification. The pilot test is being conducted to evaluate exam items for potential 
use in operational certification exams. Candidates are not scored on the pilot test and do not receive a Pass/Fail status. 
Pilot test results will be analyzed as group data only and will be kept confidential. Score information will not be provided 
to participants or institutions . 

Advantages of participating include gauging professional knowledge by taking actual test questions, gaining practical 
testing experience and early exposure to STR content, providing input into an exam that will be taken by future educa-
tors, and receiving an eGift card incentive.

Pearson is offering a $50.00 Barnes & Noble eGift card to participants who complete the pilot test. Eligible participants 
may complete up to two (2) pilot test forms and receive two eGift cards. The second registration can only be scheduled 
after the first pilot test session is completed (consecutive pilot test appointments are not available).

9. If a candidate fails the pilot does it count against their 5-test attempt limit.
An attempt on the pilot test does not count toward the 5-attempt limit.

10.  To participate in the pilot test, do candidates need any preparation, or will any 
candidate qualify to test?
Pearson is seeking participants who are enrolled in an educator preparation program with the intent to eventually take 
the Science of Teaching Reading (293) certification exam after 1/1/21. 

11. Will EPPs also get a full score report detailing the results by competency?
EPPs and participants will not receive score reports. Participants are not scored on the pilot test. Pilot test results will be 
analyzed as group data only and will be kept confidential. 

12.  Will you all be looking at demographic information of candidates taking the pilot exam 
to ensure there is no bias in the grading of the constructed response questions?
Yes, Pearson and the Texas Education Agency will review candidate demographic information. Statistical performance of 
pilot test items, including data disaggregated by demographic groups, are reviewed before any items are approved for 
use on certification exams.
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INTRODUCTORY PERIOD (1/1/21-8/31/21)

13.  How will pass/fail status be determined for candidates who test 1/1 - 8/31? Will there be 
a set percentage correct by domain?
The Texas Commissioner of Education will establish the initial passing standard for the pass/fail period (1/1/21-8/31/21) 
through Commissioner rulemaking processes . 

14.  Will candidates receive a full score report during the introductory period? 
For selected-response items, the score report will include the number of correct answers out of the number of total 
scorable questions for each competency. For the constructed-response item, the score report will indicate whether the 
candidate submitted a scorable response. If the response was not scorable, the candidate will receive information about 
why the response could not be scored.

15.  Will the introductory period data (Jan.-Sept. scores) be reported to educator preparation 
programs?
Yes, candidate performance data will be reported to EPPs. Candidate results are automatically reported to the candi-
date’s EPP on the published score report date for the exam administration. Candidates may verify their EPP through 
their Educator Certification Online System (ECOS) account at https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us . 

SCORING, REPORTING, AND RETAKES

16. How will the passing standard be determined for the exam?
A standard setting committee, composed of Texas educators, will convene in February 2021 to establish a recom-
mended passing standard. This recommendation will be submitted to the Texas Commissioner of Education for a final 
determination of the standard .

17.  Will candidates have to pass each domain in order to pass the assessment?
No, candidates will not have to pass each domain in order to pass the assessment. The Science of Teaching Reading 
(293) exam is not an assessment composed of subtests, as are the Core Subjects EC-6 and Core Subjects 4-8 assess-
ments. Please note the standard is not yet established. A standard setting committee, composed of Texas educators, 
will convene in February 2021 to establish a recommended passing standard. This recommendation will be submitted 
to the Texas Commissioner of Education for a final determination of the standard. 

18.  Is the test-taker required to earn a passing score on both selected-response and 
constructed response sections? Can the test-taker retake a section they failed?
The Science of Teaching Reading (293) exam is not an assessment composed of subtests, as are the Core Subjects EC-6 
and Core Subjects 4-8 assessments. A candidate will be scored on the entire exam as a whole. The scaled score for the 
selected-response sections will be combined with the scaled score for the constructed-response section to produce 
a total test scaled score. Candidates who do not pass the examination will be required to retake the full examination. 
The passing standard is not yet established. A standard setting committee, composed of Texas educators, will convene 
in February 2021 to establish a recommended passing standard. This recommendation will be submitted to the Texas 
Commissioner of Education for a final determination of the standard.

19. How long will it be before test-takers know if they passed? 
Scores are reported within 28 days for exams that include constructed-response assignments. The score report sched-
ule specifically for Science of Teaching Reading (293) is not yet posted but will be included here when it is available: 
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_GetResults.html .

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_GetResults.html
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20.  During the introductory period, if candidates fail, do they retake the test? What is the 
length of time before they are eligible to take the test again?
The TExES program retake policy will apply to Science of Teaching Reading (293) both during (1/1-8/31/21) and after 
the introductory period. For all TExES exams, candidates are prevented from registering until the results from the last 
attempt have been posted to ECOS. Once the results have posted, a candidate can then register, at which point the 
first available date for an exam appointment will be 30 days from the prior attempt’s exam date. The full retake policy is 
available at http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_RetakePolicy.html .

PREPARATION MANUAL CONTENT

21. Where can I access the STR preparation manual? 
The preparation manual for the 293 Science of Teaching Reading (STR)  TExES is now available on the Texas Educator 
Certification Exam website. The preparation manual is web-based and responsively designed for viewing on multiple de-
vices. A PDF version that includes the exam framework and sample exam questions will also be available for download.

22.  In CRI Exhibit 4, if Daniel does not have a copy of the reading selection, does the activity 
test listening skills and oral language skills more than reading comprehension?
Yes, CRI Exhibit 4 in the preparation manual is intended to provide information related to David’s listening comprehen-
sion, as the passage is read aloud by the teacher. Note that this exhibit is similar to the listening/reading comprehen-
sion task on the Grade 1 TPRI. Depending on the reading ability of the student, the teacher may read aloud the passage 
or the student may read it aloud. It tests the student’s text comprehension and analysis skills.

23. Are any of the questions geared towards the needs of English learners?
Yes. Please see the exam framework for Science of Teaching Reading (293) to review the competencies and descriptive 
statements that include expectations related to promoting English learners’ English language development and profi-
ciency: https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tx293_final_framework_3.2020.pdf

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE

24. How many scorers will read each test?
Each response is read independently and scored by two qualified scorers. If the two scores are not identical or adjacent, 
additional scoring is conducted to resolve the discrepancy .

25. Can test-takers request a rescore?
Yes, exam takers who do not pass may request a score review for the written-response section. Score review is not 
available for the selected-response section because of the quality-control measures in place to ensure accurate scoring 
of selected-response items . 

26.  Is there a word limit on the open response item, and will there be a word count included 
in the response box?
Yes, there is a word counter . The assignment indicates a suggested range of 400-600 words, however there is no limit to 
the candidate’s written response.

27.  Holistic scoring should not penalize for spelling; unless spelling/grammar overall 
interferes with the quality/content of the response. Is this correct?
Yes, this is correct. Spelling and grammar are not considered in the score unless errors are so significant they interfere 
with a scorer’s ability to understand the response.

http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_RetakePolicy.html
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tx293_final_framework_3.2020.pdf
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28. Can the response include bullets/lists/etc.?
Yes, the response can include bullets, lists, etc.

29. Will candidates be able to watch the video more than once? 
Yes, candidates can pause, scroll, and replay the video .

30.  Will candidates have the text from the passage read by the student in the video? Will 
candidates have access to a print version?
Yes, candidates will have access to the reading passage text on screen . The exam is computer-administered, and a print 
version is not provided .

31. Will this constructed response section of the test be timed?
Candidates have five hours for the full exam session. Like English Language Arts and Reading 7-12, for example, the five 
hours will consist of 15 minutes for a computer-administered testing tutorial and a non-compliance agreement and 4 
hours and 45 minutes of testing time. There is no specific time restriction for individual sections of the exam. Candi-
dates can navigate freely through the exam and may choose to respond, for example, to the constructed-response item 
first and then move on to the selected-response items.

32.  Will there be examples of responses to the constructed response question that EPPs 
can use with their candidates? Will there be an example of an “average” constructed 
response and not just an exemplar and a failing one?
Yes. The preparation manual will include a sample strong response and a sample weak response. Neither response is 
intended to necessarily exemplify a specific score point. The strong response demonstrates characteristics that might 
be found in a “4” and the weak response demonstrates characteristics that might be found in a “2.” However, the strong 
response is not the “right” or “best” answer, and the weak response is not a “wrong” or “failing” answer.

33.  How can EPPs support candidates in understanding the rubric associated with the 
constructed response question?
To assist candidates in understanding the scoring criteria for the constructed response, the scoring rubric and sample 
strong and weak responses with rationales are provided in the preparation manual. Information is also provided that 
explains how the strong and weak responses characterize the score point descriptions and how the candidate should 
use the materials to prepare for the exam. The preparation manual for the Science of Teaching Reading (293) is not 
yet posted but will be included here when it is available: http://www.tx.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/
TX293_PrepMaterials.html

34. On the constructed response items, is a score of 3 considered “passing”?
A standard setting committee, composed of Texas educators, will convene in February 2021 to establish a recom-
mended passing standard. This recommendation will be submitted to the Texas Commissioner of Education for a final 
determination of the standard .

35.  What resources will candidates have available to them during the constructed response 
(i.e. TEKS)? Are the test takers allowed to bring in any supports; i.e. previously studied 
examples, to help construct the CRI?
Candidates are not permitted to bring any material into the test center. Candidates will refer to the information pre-
sented in the constructed-response prompt and the exhibits. For example, if referring to a specific TEKS statement is 
necessary to respond to the prompt, that TEKS statement will be included in one or more exhibits.

http://www.tx.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/TX293_PrepMaterials.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/TX293_PrepMaterials.html
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PREPARATION 

36. What is the difference between a practice exam and a representative exam?
Information about representative exams, which EPPs purchase and administer directly to candidates, is available here:

http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_AssessingCandidatesReadiness.html . 

Information about interactive practice exams, which anyone can purchase at www.tx.nesinc.com, is available here:

http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_TXPractice.html . 

37. When will the STR Representative Exam be available?
The STR Representative Exam is planned for release in early 2021. Information about ordering Representative Exams is 
available at http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_AssessingCandidatesReadiness.html .

38. Are you going to offer a practice exam at a cost for candidates?
Yes. The STR Interactive Practice Exam is planned for release in early 2021. The price is $10.

39. How much time should be spent on each element of the exam?
Candidates have five hours for the full exam session. Like English Language Arts and Reading 7-12, for example, the five 
hours will consist of 15 minutes for a computer-administered testing tutorial and a non-compliance agreement and 4 
hours and 45 minutes of testing time . There is no time restriction for individual sections of the exam . Candidates can 
navigate freely through the exam and may choose, for example, to respond to the constructed-response item first and 
then move on to the selected-response items .

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER EXAMS

40.  Have the EC-6 Core Subjects competencies been updated to remove STR competencies? 
How does this affect subtest 801? Will that section change?
The exam framework for subtest English Language Arts and Reading and the Science of Teaching Reading (801) has 
been revised to remove content that overlaps with the exam framework for Science of Teaching Reading (293). This 
results in a new subtest (901) and an updated Core Subjects EC-6 (391). The updated exam framework for 391 will 
be available in September on the program website at http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Prepara-
tionMaterials.html .

Both assessments 291 and 391 will be offered through 2021.

Information regarding the relationship of Science of Teaching Reading (293) to exams that cover English Language Arts 
and Reading, and upcoming changes to those exams, was presented at the TxATE Summer Conference on June 15, 
2020. Refer to slides 21-32 in the presentation here: https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Up-
dates%20PowerPoint.pdf .

41. What test will cover Language Arts and Writing?
Information regarding the relationship of STR to exams that cover English Language Arts and Reading, and upcoming 
changes to those exams, was presented at the TxATE Summer Conference on June 15, 2020. Refer to slides 21-32 in the 
presentation here: https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf .

42. What certificate fields will require the STR exam beginning January 1, 2021?
House Bill (HB) 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019, requires that all educators that teach any grade level from prekindergar-
ten through grade six demonstrate proficiency in the science of teaching reading on a certification examination begin-
ning January 1, 2021. The following certificate fields will require the STR exam beginning January 1, 2021: 

http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_AssessingCandidatesReadiness.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_TXPractice.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_AssessingCandidatesReadiness.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_PreparationMaterials.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_PreparationMaterials.html
https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf
https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf
https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf
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• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Early Childhood – Grade 6

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• English Language Arts and Reading with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• Early Childhood: Prekindergarten-Grade 3

43.  Will candidates be able to take the STR exam before their other content pedagogy 
exam? (For example, prior to taking EC-6 Core Subjects.)
Yes. Candidates can take the Science of Teaching Reading (293) exam before taking their other content-pedagogy certi-
fication exam.

44.  If a candidate completes all requirements for the Core Subjects: EC-6 certificate by 
December, but didn’t apply or didn’t get approval for Standard Cert by 12/31/2020, are 
they required to take the STR to receive their Standard Certification?
Yes. If the standard certificate has not issued by 12/31/20, candidates will be required to pass the Science of Teaching 
Reading (293) to receive certification in the following certification fields: 

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Early Childhood – Grade 6

• Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• English Language Arts and Reading with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4 – 8 

• Early Childhood: Prekindergarten-Grade 3

45.  The 391 Core Subjects: EC-6 will launch on January 1, 2022? When will info about 391 be 
available in the field?
Core Subjects EC-6 (391) will launch on January 1, 2021. 

The preparation manual for the 391 Core Subjects Ec-6  TExES is now available on the Texas Educator Certification 
Exam website. The preparation manual is web-based and responsively designed for viewing on multiple devices. A PDF 
version that includes the exam framework and sample exam questions will also be available for download. 

46.  How long can the 291 Core Subjects: EC-6 be used for certification? 
The last administration date for Core Subjects EC-6 (291) will be December 31, 2021. A passing score on the 291 can be 
used for issuance of the Core Subjects with the Science of Teaching Reading: EC-6 no later than December 30, 2022. 

Information regarding the relationship of Science of Teaching Reading (293) to exams that cover English Language Arts 
and Reading, and upcoming changes to those exams, was presented at the TxATE Summer Conference on June 15, 
2020. Refer to slides 21-32 in the presentation here: https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Up-
dates%20PowerPoint.pdf .

47.   If a candidate needs to take the Core Subjects: EC-6 during the 2021 calendar year when 
the 291 and 391 are concurrently available, which should they take?
Core Subjects EC-6 (291) is being made available through 2021 to provide additional opportunities to test for candidates 
whose first attempt was prior to 1/1/21 but who did not pass all subtests. The 291 exam framework does include some 
content that is also assessed in the Science of Teaching Reading (293) exam framework.

The Core Subjects EC-6 (391) exam framework does not include content that is assessed in the Science of Teaching 
Reading (293) exam framework. In addition, feedback from the field and analysis of the 291 exam has resulted in a 
reduction and redistribution of items across all 5 subtests of the 391 exam, while the total test session time remains 5 

https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf
https://www.txate.org/resources/Documents/Pearson%20Updates%20PowerPoint.pdf
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hours. The TEA would therefore recommend that candidates who will take the Core Subjects: EC-6 exam after 1/1/21 
take the 391 exam . 

GET INVOLVED

48. What is the link for applying to be a content area panelist?
Please visit http://www.txrecruit.nesinc.com/ .

49. Do individuals who participate in exam development receive a stipend?
Information about committee involvement, including current incentives and advantages, is available at http://www.
txrecruit.nesinc.com/PageView.asp?f=Incentives.html .

50. What is the link for applying to be a holistic scorer?
Please visit http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_FacultyRecruit.html .

51.  If an individual would like to serve as a holistic scorer, do they need to live in San 
Antonio?
Scoring sessions are in person and held at our San Antonio facility during the day, M-F, and occasionally on weekends. 
Our scorers do not need to live in San Antonio and travel reimbursement is provided for those traveling outside a 50-
mile radius of San Antonio. 

52.  How would an individual register for holistic scoring training? Where does the training 
take place?
The Focused Holistic Scoring training is embedded in our scoring sessions and for this reason is not currently offered 
independently. For anyone interested in learning more about becoming a scorer, the qualifications and application can 
be found here:  http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_FacultyResources.html

53.  Can individuals serve as holistic scorers and exam developers if they teach candidates 
who will be taking the exam?
Participants in scoring and exam development activities are not prohibited from teaching candidates. Educators can 
teach students who will be taking the exam; however, they must not divulge confidential information, including the con-
tent of the exam .

Participants agree not to be involved in developing items for practice tests, study materials, or any other purpose, or in 
advising other individuals or groups about this confidential information, or in any activity that might divulge information 
not available to the public. 

Participants in holistic scoring agrees that they will not take a certification exam, for a field they score, for 180 days from 
their last scoring session .

Participants in an Equity Assurance Panel or Content Advisory Committee agrees that for three years from the date of 
the conference, they will not take the Texas Educator Certification Examination Program exam they are reviewing unless 
legislation requires them to take the Texas Educator Certification Examination Program exams to maintain their teach-
ing, administrative, or school support services credential, or to obtain an additional credential. In addition, a participant 
agrees to keep all information confidential for ten years. 

http://www.txrecruit.nesinc.com/
http://www.txrecruit.nesinc.com/PageView.asp?f=Incentives.html
http://www.txrecruit.nesinc.com/PageView.asp?f=Incentives.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_FacultyRecruit.html
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_FacultyResources.html
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