
High-Quality Prekindergarten
Teacher Qualifications

Updates beginning SY 2023-24



Objectives

 High-Quality Prekindergarten (HQPK)-
Teacher Qualification (TQ) options 

• Key legislation related to HQPK-TQ
o NEW INFORMATION: Updates 

per HB 2729
• NEW INFORMATION: Review ECDS 

coding options for SY 2023-24

 Stakeholder Engagement
• Breakout session to discuss topics 

related to HQPK-TQ options
o Special emphasis on coaching 

and professional development 
needs



High-Quality Prekindergarten Qualifications 

• Curriculum
• Student progress

monitoring
• Class ratio
• Teacher qualifications
• Family engagement
• Program evaluation



HQPK- Teacher Qualifications Legislation 

STATUTE:
Per TEC Sec. 29.167(b)  Each teacher for a prekindergarten program class 
must:
(1) be certified under Subchapter B, Chapter 21

RULE:
19 TAC §102.1003 (f) (4) In a format prescribed by the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA), a school district or an open-enrollment charter school shall: 

(4) Report additional teacher qualifications described in
subsection (d) of this section

19 TAC §102.1003 (d) Each teacher of record in a high-quality prekindergarten 
program must be certified under the TEC, Chapter 21, Subchapter 
B, and have one of the following additional qualifications

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=102&rl=1003
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=102&rl=1003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm


  
 

 
  

    

    
  

       
  

     
   

      
 

  

 

   

     

       

Additional Teacher Qualifications 
(Per District Classroom Teachers) 

Options 
(Code Table 

ID) 

Appropriately 
certified to teach 
early childhood Additional qualification for teachers in a LEA-provided Prekindergarten Classroom: 

Option #1 
(Code 01) 

Yes Certification offered through a training center accredited by Association Montesorri Internationale or through the 
Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education 

Option #2 
(Code 03) 

Yes Be employed as a prekindergarten teacher in a school district that has ensured specific prekindergarten professional 
development has been met: 
a. Has completed 150 hours of professional development in ECE-specific topics over a consecutive five-year period; 

75 of the 150 hours being in a mentoring/coaching relationship or; 

a. Completes 30 hours of ECE-specific professional development annually with 15 of the 30 hours being in a 
mentoring/coaching relationship until 150 hours are documented 

Option #3 
(Code 05) 

Yes A Child Development Associate (CDA) credential 

Option #4 
(Code 06) 

Yes Documented completion of the Texas School Ready Training Program (TSR Comprehensive) 

Option #5 
(Code 07) 

Yes *An associate or baccalaureate degree in early childhood education or a related field 

Option #6 
(Code 08) 

Yes *At least eight years’ experience of teaching in a nationally accredited child care program or Texas Rising Star Program 

Updated by House Bill 2729 in the 88th Texas Legislature Effective Sept. 1, 2023 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/103/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/15911
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/103/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/15911


Teacher Qualifications for PK Teachers in a Contracted 
PK Classroom

HB 2729 includes guidance around contract 
entities: (b-1) each teacher for a 

prekindergarten class provided by an entity 
with which a school district contracts to 

provide a prekindergarten program must:

(1) be supervised by a person
who meets the requirements

under Subsection (b); and

2) have one of the following 
qualifications:



   

 
      

   

     
      

  

     
       

   

     
   

     
    

       
 

       

     

Teacher Qualifications for PK Teachers in a Contracted 
PK Classroom 

Options 
(Code Table 

ID) 

Appropriately 
certified to teach 
early childhood 

Qualification for teachers in a Prekindergarten Classroom provided by an entity with which a school district 
contracts to provide a Prekindergarten program (29.167 (b-1)): 

Option #1 
(Code 09) 

No Contract Entity - At least two years’ experience of teaching in a nationally accredited child care program or Texas 
Rising Star Program and a Child Development Associate (CDA) credential or another early childhood education 
credential approved by the agency 

Option #2 
(Code 10) 

No Contract Entity - At least two years’ experience of teaching in a nationally accredited child care program or Texas 
Rising Star Program and a certification offered through a training center accredited by Association Montessori 
Internationale or through the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education 

Option #3 
(Code 11) 

No Contract Entity - Been employed as a prekindergarten teacher in a school district that has ensured specific 
prekindergarten professional development requirements have been met 
a. Has completed 150 hours of professional development in ECE-specific topics over a consecutive five-year

period; 75 of the 150 hours being in a mentoring/coaching relationship or;

b. Completes 30 hours of ECE-specific professional development annually with 15 of the 30 hours being in a
mentoring/coaching relationship until 150 hours are documented

Option #4 
(Code 12) 

No Contract Entity - An associate or baccalaureate degree in early childhood or a related field 

Option #5 
(Code 13) 

No Contract Entity - At least eight years’ experience of teaching in a nationally accredited child care program or Texas 
Rising Star Program 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/103/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/15911
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/103/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/15911


High-Quality Prekindergarten Qualifications 

19 TAC §102.1003 (i) A school district or an open-enrollment 
charter school shall maintain locally and provide at the TEA's 

request the necessary documentation to ensure fidelity of high-
quality prekindergarten program implementation

For Teacher Qualifications:
1.Teacher Certification (or supervision for contracted

teachers)
2.Additional Qualification

a) Example:
TECPDS for professional development/ coaching
hours

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=102&rl=1003
https://tecpds.org/Login/Index


Early Childhood Data System (ECDS) Coding

Early 
validation of 

data

Early 
submission of 

data

More time 
to work 
through 

challenges

ECDS Submission 
Window Closes 
JUNE 27, 2024

For technical questions related to ECDS submission, 
submit a TSDS Incident Management System (TIMS) 

ticket using a TEAL login.



Early Childhood Data System (ECDS) Coding



Early Childhood Data System (ECDS) Coding

Requirements

Each LEA prekindergarten teacher has a current Texas 
certification that enables them to teach prekindergarten OR a 
contracted prekindergarten teacher that is supervised by a 
prekindergarten teacher that meets all HQPK requirements

Each prekindergarten teacher meets one of the qualifications 
(as applicable per LEA teacher or contracted entity)

Each prekindergarten teacher’s unique ID and qualifications 
are identified in ECDS annually

The LEA maintains the appropriate records to document 
compliance with this high-quality component



HQPK-Teacher Qualification Related Resources 
High-Quality Prekindergarten | Texas Education Agency

HQPK Teacher Qualifications | Texas Education Agency

Early Childhood Education FAQs | Texas Education Agency

Certification | Texas Education Agency

Texas Legislature Online - 88(R) Actions for HB 2729

Texas Rising Star – Texas' QRIS for ECE Programs

TSDS- ECDS Code Tables

TSDS Training & Support Certified Vendors & ESCs | TSDS 
(texasstudentdatasystem.org)

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/high-quality-prekindergarten
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/high-quality-prekindergarten/hqpk-teacher-qualifications
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-faqs
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification
https://capitol.texas.gov/billlookup/Actions.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2729
https://texasrisingstar.org/
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/103/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/15911
https://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/TSDS/About/Training_and_Support/TSDS_Training___Support_Certified_Vendors___ESCs
https://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/TSDS/About/Training_and_Support/TSDS_Training___Support_Certified_Vendors___ESCs


Questions

FAQ PAGE
ECE LISTSERV

ECE Resources Page

Contact us:
TEA - Early Childhood

Education Division
ECE Support Portal

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4d5f51a7bf624ae884e5f21c31fa5853
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-faqs
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/ece-resources


Presentation Survey
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