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We hope that you and your family had a wonderful holiday season and despite the various 
obstacles faced in 2020, have a renewed sense of hope and expectancy for 2021. To kick 
off the new year, our division is looking ahead and planning more support for Texas students 
and educators during the COVID-19 pandemic. As guidance continues to change, educators 
are continuing to adapt within the virtual and in-person environment. Thank you for your 
leadership, intentionality, and effort. We are committed to providing resources, information, 
and tools to assist you in serving highly mobile at at-risk students during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

This newsletter contains program updates, links to important resources, and tips for the start 
of 2021. 

Thank you for all that do! 

Upcoming Newsletters 

This year, our division will increase the dissemination of program updates and information by 
releasing a newsletter from each of our program areas on a bi-monthly 
basis. Subscribe  to all of the Highly Mobile and At-Risk newsletters to receive more in-depth 
updates on all of our student programs! 

Resource Highlight  
Engaging Highly Mobile  and At-Risk  Students:  This guide 
provides best practices, resources, and practical strategies to 
address student support, engagement, and academic  
achievement for  al l students, with a focus on highly mobile, 
at- risk, and special student populatio ns. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FTXTEA%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id%3DTXTEA_123&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757453979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=b0xdSz8onNprPtxMVQshFlKzUN7%2FpQPDGyn%2BfauIE2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid%2FSY-20-21-HighlyMobile-At-Risk-Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJordan.Brown%40tea.texas.gov%7C192e6c12a8934bc1d26f08d872010916%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C1%7C637384696057673458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BI7tHRhR916HJtnJGUqKZtxQ02qTCO4saYGCCuUt1bw%3D&reserved=0


 
  

    

 

  
 

 

     

   

   

 

 

    

   

   

  

 

     

  

 

   

 

Subscribe! 
Subscribe to our newsletters. 

Subscribe to the English Learner Support newsletter via the EL web portal. 

Upcoming Trainings & Events 
January 2021 

Human Trafficking Awareness Month  

National Mentoring Month 

January - June, 2021 Human Trafficking Prevention and Awareness Webinar Series | Register Here 

01/29 Trauma of Trafficking Youth Panel | Register Here 

01/27 McKinney-Vento 101 | Register Here 

February 2021 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month 

02/01 SAMHSA 17th Annual Prevention Day | Register Here 

02/04 Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinar | Register Here 

02/11 McKinney-Vento 201 | Register Here 

02/14-21 Random Acts of Kindness Week 

March 2021 

Texas Mental Health Creative Arts Contest | Submit your art! 

03/01 Self-Injury Awareness Day 

April 2021 

04/01 Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinar | Register Here 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_123
http://www.elltx.org/
https://www.mentoring.org/campaigns/national-mentoring-month/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdeqsrDwvE9IIZp0UTgZM1NxhnylE73p6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdeqsrDwvE9IIZp0UTgZM1NxhnylE73p6
https://esc13.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X2m0tU1HSnWYs2PZES4rHA
https://www.cadca.org/forum2021/preventionday
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ez3_qkRxRrSmnKR_dexnOA
https://esc13.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__9ycCGq1So2DULCP9AFpHA
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
https://gallery.txsystemofcare.org/
https://www.lifesigns.org.uk/siad/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_co_Dl7LjQSqy1bsuN9nZQA


 
 

 
 

  
   

  

   
  

 

     

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

Mental and 
Behavioral Health 

Returning to school after the holiday break yields a variety of emotions. With the likelihood of 
this spring looking different than years past as well as the anniversary of last year’s COVID-
19 shutdown, this can add additional anxiety. While preparing for this semester, be realistic, 
plan accordingly, acknowledge your feelings, and reach out if needed. Consider the Texas 
Education Agency’s Educator Wellness document. 

The Mental & Behavioral Health team has collaborated with state stakeholders and is in the 
final stages of launching the Texas Mental Health Toolkit. This Toolkit provides guidance, 
best practices, tools, templates, and resources to help Texas schools build and sustain 
comprehensive mental health systems. Please be on the lookout for a launch date in late 
February 2021. 

Sign up for our Mental and Behavioral Health newsletter to stay updated! 

Project Restore Training 
This trauma-informed training video series is designed to 
address educators' extraordinary and unprecedented needs 
resulting from COVID-19. These videos will connect you to 
relevant science and strategies that can help you address 
your own emotional needs as well as the needs of your 
students and colleagues. This series will help educators 
create an environment that jumpstarts teaching and learning 
and drives student achievement. 

Each video has been created with a COVID-19 lens and 
includes support for both in-person and remote instruction. 
Educators will be able to implement trauma-informed 
strategies immediately after watching the videos and reflect 

on their practices to support long term changes. LEAs can have educators watch the videos 
on their own or bring school staff together in a facilitated professional development session. 
Each video has a facilitation guide for a school leader, instructional coach, or mental health 
professional to lead their respective team on the content of the video. There are additional 
mental health and emotional well-being resources on the Project Restore website. 

www.TexasProjectRestore.org 

Child Abuse and 
Human Trafficking Prevention 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid-19_mh_resources_4.3.20.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/sy_2020-21_educator_wellness.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.texasprojectrestore.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJordan.Brown%40tea.texas.gov%7C192e6c12a8934bc1d26f08d872010916%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C1%7C637384696057663453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G0miCI9a62UWso0H3%2FUxJAmZ%2BHegRk2BhLkwi6G1CQ0%3D&reserved=0
www.TexasProjectRestore.org


  
  

 
    

     

 

  
  

  
    

  
 

  

 

 

  
  

  

  

 

  

   

 

  

  

 
 

 
  

    
   

January is National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. Throughout the 
pandemic, some school-aged children have become more susceptible to abuse, neglect, 
manipulation, and exploitation by traffickers. LEAs and educators represent the largest 
professional resource for reporting suspected child abuse, or neglect, including the 
trafficking of a child. Learn the red flags and indicators of trafficking from the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline. Additionally, visit the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children for resources on internet safety, cyber tips, and other topics. 

Mandatory Reporting Requirements 

All educators are mandatory reporters who are required to report suspicions of child abuse 
and neglect, including trafficking of a child, within 48 hours. TEA hosts a myriad of resources 
that equip educators to recognize the signs of child abuse, neglect, and human trafficking. 
These resources include guidance for reporting, a toolkit for educators, and a free 
training module. You can find these resources and more here: Human Trafficking Prevention 
and Awareness Requirements and Mandatory Reporting Reminders. 

Webinar Series for ESCs and LEAs 
The Office of the Governor hosts a monthly webinar series on 
human trafficking prevention and awareness. This series is 
designed to support ESCs and LEAs in the fight against 
human trafficking in the 2020-2021 school year. 

Upcoming webinar 

Panel with Human Trafficking Survivors 

Date: Friday, January 29th 

Time: 10:30 am -11:30 am CST 

Register Here 

For more information, please 
email: PreventingHumanTrafficking@tea.texas.gov 

Military Connected Students 
We know that being part of a military-connected family might also mean a transition in the 
middle of the school year. With the switch to virtual interaction and possibly needing to 
quarantine after a move, COVID-19 can make the transition process even more difficult for 
military families. Families and school staff can find resources to help with school transitions 
on our Military Family Resources page. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhumantraffickinghotline.org%2Fhuman-trafficking%2Frecognizing-signs&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757603910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YAZ4BIXDlbC0lM1FYhVipKBOlQEFaCSdEPUHF2FsB%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.missingkids.org/netsmartz/home
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Ftexas-schools%2Fhealth-safety-discipline%2Fchild-abuse-prevention%2Fchild-abuse-prevention-an-overview&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757603910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WKe9Bq7nu2rgsIC3e3Yeb2zhY3GmEMwoHjvxj09sxZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Ftexas-schools%2Fhealth-safety-discipline%2Fprevention-and-awareness-of-child-abuse-neglect-including-trafficking-of-a-child-toolkit-and-resources&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757613915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MCCj6XxzC5VcrhSTM8TMzP39ACWZcTuaGrDu33IdJlM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.texasgateway.org%2Fresource%2Fprevention-and-awareness-human-trafficking-school-aged-children&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757623908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pkIGYqkXyCGL4eM6JwVO8i8lzjgLvlUeV3GTIdl5FbU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fnews-and-multimedia%2Fcorrespondence%2Ftaa-letters%2Fhuman-trafficking-prevention-and-awareness-requirements-and-mandatory-reporting-reminders&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757623908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=obh97TtfquD8NtuUyXYTwUhPHFCGawTML%2B1ABcCipE8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fnews-and-multimedia%2Fcorrespondence%2Ftaa-letters%2Fhuman-trafficking-prevention-and-awareness-requirements-and-mandatory-reporting-reminders&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757623908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=obh97TtfquD8NtuUyXYTwUhPHFCGawTML%2B1ABcCipE8%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdeqsrDwvE9IIZp0UTgZM1NxhnylE73p6
mailto:preventinghumantrafficking@tea.texas.gov
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Fother-services%2Fmilitary-family-resources&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757643893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3BepvHmZkdYY3rB%2BwjbFGnnB2MBKd%2F8YQ9ooJnTtvpE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:PreventingHumanTrafficking@tea.texas.gov


  

 
 

   
  

 
  

 
   

   

   
  

  

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

  

  

  
  

 
 

  
  

  

Purple Star Campus Designation 
Congratulations to our Purple Star Campus awardees! A total of 116 
campuses across the state were awarded the Purple Star Campus 
Designation for the 2020-2021 school year. Each of these Texas 
campuses demonstrated support and commitment to meet the unique 
needs of military-connected students and their families. You can find 
the list of awarded schools here: Purple Star Campus Designation 
Awardees | TAA. 

Applications for the 2021-2022 school year will open this spring. 

Sign up for our Military-Connected Students newsletter to stay 
updated! 

Pregnancy Related
Services (PRS) 

LEAs throughout Texas offer Pregnancy Related Services, including Compensatory 
Education Home Instruction (CEHI), supports for eligible students during the pregnancy and 
postpartum periods. These programs are designed to help students stay in school and 
adjust academically, mentally, and physically. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we encourage LEAs and educators to prioritize 
communication that emphasizes the health and education of students who are pregnant and 
parenting. For more information on how to support these students during the pandemic, 
visit TEA’s COVID-19 FAQ: Pregnancy Related Services. 

Coming Soon! | PRS FAQ 
To be released within the next month, this FAQ will equip educators with determining how to 
navigate PRS and CEHI services during remote instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. 
This resource answers questions related to attendance reporting, CEHI waivers, and PRS 
program requirements. The FAQ will be released on the Special Populations COVID-19 
Support page. 

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-families/purple-star-campus-designation
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-families/purple-star-campus-designation
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/purple-star-campus-designation-awardees-correction
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/purple-star-campus-designation-awardees-correction
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcovid-19_pregnancy_related_service_guidance_april_14_.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757663883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yDUxEp45xIZxjA2TagXL9uTj4C%2FfEjb0YS0VDw9VnLs%3D&reserved=0
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-special-populations
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-special-populations


   
 

 
  

  

   

 

  

    

 

   

 

    

  

 
 

 
  

Texas Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth Program (TEHCY) 

Unable to attend the fall TEHCY McKinney-Vento 101 trainings? Are you a new McKinney-
Vento Liaison? Or just need a quick McKinney-Vento refresher course? The TEHCY Support 
Center will be providing two statewide TEHCY McKinney-Vento trainings via Zoom on: 

Date: Wednesday, January 27th 

Time: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm CST 

Register Here 

Date: Thursday, February 11th 

Time: 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm CST 

Register Here 

During this training, we will discuss the key requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act. Participants will learn more about identification, enrollment, dispute 
resolution, and the roles and responsibilities of LEAs and McKinney-Vento liaisons to 
support students experiencing homelessness. 

Sign up for our McKinney-Vento newsletter to stay updated! 

TEHCY Program Infographic 
To learn more about statewide identification and graduation 
data, see our new TEHCY Program Infographic. This resource 
includes at-a-glance information on McKinney-Vento eligibility 
and Texas data on students experiencing homelessness. 

https://esc13.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X2m0tU1HSnWYs2PZES4rHA
https://esc13.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__9ycCGq1So2DULCP9AFpHA
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FTEHCY_Infographic_Final_ADA_%252001.06.21.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce715c1a0212f43bdc1bb08d8b424a44e%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637457416757693869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YTIkrE0Tk9ZVk3EBw2QELecaYQ%2BkfsCt%2F7o%2FyEJ90Zs%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 
 

    
  

  

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
  

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

Foster Care and 
Student Success 

As we continue into the 2020-2021 school year, it is important to consider the unique needs 
of students in foster care. Maintaining positive connections, ensuring educational continuity, 
expediting enrollment and withdrawals, and streamlining transitions in the event of a school 
move continue to be paramount during this time. See our COVID-19 FAQ for Students in 
Foster Care for information on how to ensure students receive the support they need. 

Resource Guide Update 
Our team is working with the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services (DFPS) and the Children’s Commission to 
release an updated version of the Foster Care and Student 
Success Resource Guide. This version will include new laws, 
resources, and key updates, PLUS two new chapters covering 
the Every Student Succeeds Act and Trauma-Informed 
Education. The updated guide will be featured on our Foster 
Care & Student Success webpage in the coming months. 

Sign up for our Foster Care newsletter to stay updated! 

Back to top 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid-19_foster_care_guidance_updated_april_2.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid-19_foster_care_guidance_updated_april_2.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/2895448/edit#gd_top



