
G/T Tuesday 
Special Populations – Gifted/Talented Education

February 2, 2021



Objectives

• Texas Performance Standards Project

• Gifted/Talented Interdisciplinary Studies Seminar Standards

• College and Career Readiness Standards

• District Happenings and Shout Outs

• Resources
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Texas Public Schools COVID-19 Data

1/19/2021 2/2/2021
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https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/schools/texas-education-agency/

https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/schools/texas-education-agency/


Wellness Check
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TEA - Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Guidance

Main Page
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-

guidance

Instructional Continuity Planning
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/instructional-continuity-planning

SPED and Special Populations
• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/special-education-and-special-

populations
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/instructional-continuity-planning
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/special-education-and-special-populations


Spring 2021 G/T Tuesday

 In 2021, participants must register in advance for the meetings.  The 
links below are the Spring registration links for the G/T Tuesdays.

 After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting.
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• https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduChpz8jHdYl-0uCzYcOzmQV72ltl261 

Morning Edition @ 9:00 am starting at 1/5/2021

• https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckdeGppjwqHt0U1UHwtq3kcjkzVzwXd7tM 

Afternoon Edition @ 1:00 pm starting at 1/19/2021



Gifted/Talented Guidance 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-GT-Guidance.pdf

If you have further questions, 
please submit them to 
disasterinfo@tea.Texas.gov and 
monica.brewer@tea.Texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-GT-Guidance.pdf
mailto:disasterinfo@tea.Texas.gov
mailto:monica.brewer@tea.Texas.gov


How to get announcements
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


State Definition 

The State definition: “…gifted and talented students” means: 
a child or youth who performs at or shows the potential for 
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment 
when compared to others of the same age, experience, or 
environment and who:  
• Exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, 

creative, or artistic area, 
• Possess an unusual capacity for leadership, or
• Excels in a specific academic field.
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State Goal for Gifted/Talented

Students who participate in services designed for 
gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed 
learning, thinking, research and communication as evidenced 
by the development of innovative products and performances 
that reflect individuality and creativity and are advanced in 
relation to students of similar age, experience, or 
environment.  High school graduates who have participated in 
services for gifted/talented students will have produced 
products and performances of professional quality as part of 
their program services.
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Continuum of Learning

4.3 A continuum of learning experiences is provided that leads to the 
development of advanced-level products and/or performances such as 
those provided through the Texas Performance Standards Project 
(TPSP) (19 TAC §89.3(2)).
4.3.1 Students who have been served in a gifted program for one or 
more years are provided the opportunity, through gifted/talented 
curricula, to develop sophisticated products and/or performances 
assessed by external evaluators who are knowledgeable in the field 
that is the focus of the product.
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GT Interdisciplinary Studies Mentor Seminar I-IV

 Innovative Course – Elective Credit
 PEIMS Code: N1290309, N1290313, 

N1290317, N1290318 
 Abbreviation: 
GTISM1, GTISM2, GTISM3, GTISM4 
Grade Level(s): 9-12 
Number of Credits: 1.0 per course
 Approved – 2024-2025 
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Essential Knowledge and Skills
1. Research
2. Presentation
3. Product Design
4. Professional Behavior
5. Evaluation
6. Communication 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/GT_Interdisciplinary_Studies_Seminar_I-IV_2020.pdf

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/GT_Interdisciplinary_Studies_Seminar_I-IV_2020.pdf


Research EKS

(A) identify and select a research topic 
or Texas Performance Standards Project 

(TPSP) task;
(B) develop a topic or product proposal; (C) formulate research question(s); (D) plan a method of study and/or 

research;

(E) develop interview questions, 
surveys, research questions, and other 
instruments for the research process;

(F) demonstrate critical thinking-skills 
and intellectual risks by investigating 
controversial, unpopular opinions, or 

conclusions;

(G) locate and examine primary, 
secondary, and electronic resources;

(H) evaluate sources for quality of 
content, validity, credibility, and 

relevance; engage in scholarly inquiry 
and dialogue;

(I) identify conflicting information or 
unexplained phenomena;

(J) identify evidence to support or 
disprove a conclusion;

(K) refine research question(s) based on 
preliminary findings;

(L) accept critical feedback for the 
purpose of revising concepts or ideas 

when warranted by evidence;

(M) analyze information compiled from 
a variety of primary, secondary and 

electronic sources, including interviews, 
observations, data-based research, 

surveys, original recordings and 
experiments as well as letters and e-

mails of inquiry;

(N) describe limitations of data 
collection methods and processes; and (O) organize and document all sources.

The student uses reading and research skills to investigate self-selected topics, develop a research 
question, and compile research. The student is expected to:



Presentation EKS

(A) use technology to 
organize, manage, and 
analyze information;

(B) determine the best order 
for presenting the 

information gathered with 
the support of an industry 
professional or assigned 

mentor;

(C) design a presentation 
that incorporates data, 

analysis of data, and 
information to support 

conclusion;

(D) synthesize and organize 
information effectively;

(E) use language clearly and 
appropriately;

(F) use nonverbal strategies 
appropriately;

(G) present multiple 
perspectives of the 

investigation;

(H) represent accurately the 
data, conclusion, or opinions 

of others;

(I) use appropriate media for 
presentation of research 

results;

(J) present results and seek 
critiques from others;

(K) use notes, manuscripts, 
and presentation skills; and

(L) incorporate audio or 
visual materials as well as 

media to enhance 
presentation.

The student prepares, organizes, and presents independent research, mentor experiences, and processes used in 
development of the portfolio, product, or performance measure. The student is expected to:



Product Design EKS

(A) work with mentor to 
narrow and focus plans for 

professional research sources, 
product development, and 

implementation;

(B) create a process journal 
that details the research and 

development of product;

(C) create representations such 
as drawings, illustrations, 

models, and written 
descriptions; and

(D) establish real-world 
application and uses for the 

product.

 The student designs and 
develops a professional-level 
product that reflects 
independent research and uses 
mentorship. The student is 
expected to:



Professional Behavior

The student demonstrates an understanding of the 
expectations in a professional setting. The student is expected 
to:

(A) develop written documents that showcase skills, 
accomplishments, and interests;
(B) role-play appropriate interviewing techniques;
(C) determine appropriate attire for a variety of professional 
settings;
(D) communicate professionally in situations such as cold phone 
calls, appointments, and interviews;
(E) appropriately cite all references and sources;
(F) avoid plagiarism;
(G) demonstrate an understanding of workplace ethics such as 
confidentiality and privacy issues; and
(H) build and maintain a professional relationship with a mentor.



Evaluation

The student evaluates his or her performance as well as the 
performance of peers. The student is expected to:

(A) analyze time management and goal setting through weekly progress 
reports;

(B) assess and discuss progress, concerns, successes, and needs through 
periodic conferences with the instructor and mentor;

(C) conduct a student self-assessment of speech presentations;

(D) evaluate classmates’ speech presentations; and

(E) provide feedback of mentor performance.



Communication

The student composes written analyses regarding strengths and weaknesses as 
well as areas of growth. The student is expected to:

(A) communicate effectively in written formats such as notes, journals, 
correspondence, and formal essays;

(B)communicate effectively in spoken format such as interpersonal exchanges 
and formal presentations; and

(C)use spoken and written communication to reflect authentic research practices.



Areas of Interest

4.2 Opportunities are provided 

for students to pursue areas of 

interest in selected disciplines 

through guided and independent 

research.

Copyright TEA, 2020. All rights reserved.



Sophisticated Products/Performances

4.4 Participation in the Texas Performance Standards 

Project (TPSP), or other experiences that result in the 

development of sophisticated products and/or 

performances that are targeted to an audience outside 

the classroom, is available through gifted/talented 

curricula.



Texas Performance Standards Project
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www.texaspsp.org

http://www.texaspsp.org/


TPSP Assessments Rubrics
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/texas-performance-standards-project

https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/texas-performance-standards-project


Dimensions K-8th

Dimensions
Content 

knowledge and 
skills

Analysis and 
synthesis

Multiple 
perspectives Research

Communication

Presentation of 
learning

23



Dimension's 9th -12th

Dimensions
Content 

knowledge and 
skills

Innovation and 
application

Analysis and 
synthesis

Ethics and 
unanswered 

questions

Multiple 
perspectives Methodology 

and use of 
resources

Communication

Relevance and 
significance

Professional 
quality

24



Depth and Complexity

http://www.dentonisd.org/cms/lib/tx21000245/centricity/Domain/1628/FacilitatingtheUnderstandingofDEPTH
andCOMPLEXITY.pdf

http://www.dentonisd.org/cms/lib/tx21000245/centricity/Domain/1628/FacilitatingtheUnderstandingofDEPTHandCOMPLEXITY.pdf


Developing and Implementing a Research Plan: Research Plan

Development of Questions

Research Methodology

Sources of Information

Collection of Data

Analysis and Interpretation of Data

Multiple Perspectives

Ethics/Unanswered Questions

https://www.texaspsp.org/assets/uploads/docs/Intermediate_Rubric.pdf

https://www.texaspsp.org/assets/uploads/docs/Intermediate_Rubric.pdf


Presentation of Learning: Product and Communication



Proficiency levels 

 Novice – amateur or new to 
knowledge and skills defined by 
TPSP scoring dimensions and/or 
grade-level TEKS 

 Practitioner – practicing 
knowledge and skills defined by 
TPSP scoring dimensions and 
grade-level student expectations 

 Apprentice – acquiring 
knowledge and skills defined by 
TPSP scoring dimensions and 
achieving minimal grade-level 
TEKS student expectations 

 Expert – skillful manipulation of 
knowledge and skills defined by 
TPSP scoring dimensions and 
grade-level or beyond TEKS 
student expectations 



Shout Outs and Happenings
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Question and Answer

My question is…
Could we?

Have you thought 
about?

What if?



Increasing 
Awareness 

Across Special 
Populations

EL Web Portal



FREE!
Accessible from a smartphone, 

tablet, or computer. 
EL Web Portal

Supporting English Learners in Texas

TXEL.org

Providing information and resources that are

Relevant, Accessible, and Impactful.

Designed For:
 Teachers

 Educational Leaders

 Families of English Learners

 English Learners

Community Partners

32

Subscribe Today

https://www.txel.org/


Contact Information

Monica Brewer, M.S.E.

Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov

GTED@tea.texas.gov

512-475-0626
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mailto:Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov
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