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Statute References
For a complete index of all statutes amended, added, or appealed by the legislation listed above, please visit the Index to Sections
Affected database created by the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.
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Introduction

At the beginning of the 86" Legislative Session, Governor Greg Abbott named school finance reform, property tax
relief, and school safety among his emergency items. This declaration set the stage and focus of the 86™ Session on
public education. Over 1,100 bills were filed affecting school districts, open-enrollment charter schools, and the
Texas Education Agency (TEA), including many directly addressing the Governor’s public education priorities.

Among the enacted legislation is House Bill 3 (HB 3), a sweeping and historic school finance bill. The bill provides
more money for Texas classrooms, increases teacher compensation, reduces recapture and cuts local property taxes
for Texas taxpayers. HB 3 is one of the most transformative Texas education bills in recent history. The bill is the
result of months of work beginning with the Texas Commission on Public School Finance and culminating in
bipartisan work between the members of the Texas House and Senate.

The Texas Legislature (Legislature) also took action to address the Governor’s priorities by increasing safety and
mental health supports in Texas schools through the passage of Senate Bill 11 (SB 11). SB 11 focuses on expanding
mental health initiatives, strengthens safety and emergency protocols, and provides funding to districts to increase
safety and security on campuses. TEA will work closely with the Texas School Safety Center in implementing SB
11, as well as with other statewide entities, including the regional education service centers (ESCs) and the Health
and Human Services Commission.

Though not an emergency item, state assessment reform became a top priority for members of the Legislature
leading up to and throughout the 86" Session. With the passage of House Bill 3906 (HB 3906), TEA is now
authorized to take important steps to address issues such as test anxiety and long wait times for test results. HB 3906
requires TEA and the State Board of Education to establish a transition plan to implement electronic test
administration beginning in 2021 and establishes an integrated formative assessment pilot program. To ensure a
strong, continuous feedback loop as these changes are made, HB 3906 establishes an educator advisory committee
to support agency implementation.

Including HB 3, SB 11, and HB 3906, TEA has identified 138 bills that were passed by the Legislature and
signed by Governor Abbott to include in the Briefing Book on Public Education Legislation (Briefing Book). The
Briefing Book includes section-by-section summaries of bills that affect school districts, open-enrollment
charter schools, TEA, and the State Board of Education and details relevant amendments made to the Texas
Education Code (TEC) and other Texas laws. For questions related to the bills included in the
Briefing Book, please contact TEA’s Office of Governmental Relations at govrel@tea.texas.gov or
512-463-9628.
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HB 3
Author: Huberty, Dan
Sponsor: Taylor, Larry

Bill Summary: House Bill 3, a sweeping and historic school finance bill, was passed by the 86" Texas
Legislature in 2019 and signed by Governor Greg Abbott. The bill can be broken down into four major policy
areas:

1. Supports Teachers and Rewards Teacher Excellence

2. Focuses on Learning and Improving Outcomes

3. Increases Funding and Equity

4. Reduces and Reforms Property Taxes and Recapture

The brief summary below highlights the key changes that resulted from the passage of HB 3. For more
information and to view TEA’s House Bill 3 in 30 web series, please visit the House Bill 3 Webpage.

SUPPORTS TEACHERS AND REWARDS TEACHER EXCELLENCE

®m  Basic Allotment (BA) is increased from $5,140 to $6,160, which increases the minimum salary schedule
(MSS) between $5,500 - $9,000 per creditable year of service (CYS) (HB 3 Section 1.021,1A.005)!

®  Any year the BA is increased, districts must allocate 30% of their year-over-year budget increase toward
full-time employee compensation increases - 75% for teachers, counselors, nurses, and librarians (1.021,
1A.005)

= Districts must report to the Legislature on salary and wage increases for the 2019-2020 school year
(5.008) by December 1, 2020

®m  The increased MSS means the state will pay more for Teachers Retirement System (TRS) contributions for
teachers, so districts pay less out of their own budgets.

= Amends language to specifically require Districts of Innovation (DOI) and charters to pay the TRS
state contribution on the amount above MSS (1.062)

m  Fstablishes a Teacher Incentive Allotment with a stated goal of a six-figure salary for teachers and to
prioritize high needs areas and rural district campuses (1.031)

= Districts designate Master, Exemplary, or Recognized teachers for a five- year period if they meet
established criteria (2.008)

= Designations based on T-TESS or alternative local appraisal, given standards adopted by
TEA and overseen by Texas Tech University (2.008, 2.007)
= Automatic designation as Recognized if a teacher is Nationally Board Certified. (2.008)

= Master Teacher = $12,000 to $32,000; Exemplary Teacher = $6,000 to $18,000; and Recognized
Teacher = $3K to $9K—all based on a teacher’s placement in a campus that is rural or that has a
higher compensatory education weight. (1.031)

=  Prior Master Teacher certificates have been repealed (2.006; 4.001)

U The parenthetical citations indicate the relevant HB 3 bill sections where these amendments are found. Unless otherwise noted, all
changes resulting from HB 3 apply for the 2019-2020 school year.
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m Establishes a Teacher Mentorship program to fund stipends to mentors and other costs associated with
mentoring teachers in their first two years (1.031)

= Districts must meet certain quality requirements when implementing their mentoring programs,
including training mentors, and the areas of focus for the mentor/mentees including data driven
instruction (DDI) practices (2.009)

m  Further protects students and the integrity of the teaching profession by creating a Do- Not-Hire Registry
that ensures non-certified personnel will not work at schools if they have abused a child or had an
inappropriate relationship with a minor. This applies to districts, charters, and DOIs (2.001; Article 2A)

FOCUSESONLEARNINGAND IMPROVINGSTUDENTOUTCOMES

Prioritizing Early Literacy, Including Pre-K

m  Requires Boards of Trustees to develop and post early childhood literacy and mathematics proficiency
plans that set specific annual goals (2.003, 2.035)

m  Requires full day Pre-K for 4-year-olds and the programs to comply with High-Quality measures in
statute, with waivers allowed and new reporting requirements (2.019 — 2.030,4.001)

= Requires districts to consider partnerships with high-quality providers prior to building or
leasing new facilities for Pre-K (2.019, 2.029)

=  Requires TEA to make available up to two diagnostic tools to determine early literacy
readiness at the beginning of Kindergarten and allow optional diagnostic of mathematics and
other school readiness domains. TEA must also publish Kindergarten readiness data in new
ways (2.012) 2020-2021 School Year

®m Establishes an Early Education Allotment for students in grades K-3 who are educationally
disadvantaged (i.e. eligible for free and reduced lunch) or limited English proficiency funded at 0.1
per Average Daily Attendance (ADA). (1.031)

=  Eligible uses of funds include programs and services designed to improve performance in
Pre-K through 3rd grade reading and math (1.031)

m  Establishes a new Dyslexia Allotment of 0.1 per ADA (1.027)

®m  Adds an extra 0.05 weight for dual language immersion/one-way or two-way programs for non-
English speakers (0.05 for an English speaker in a two-way) (1.030)

= Requires TEA to develop tools to assist districts and charters in bilingual education (2.016)
m  Requires several reading practice improvements (2.013)

= Requires all districts and charters provide for the use of a phonics curriculum that uses
systematic direct instruction in K-3 (2.013)

= Requires all K-3 teachers and principals to go through reading academies (ESCs offer this
training) (2.013)

= Requires districts to prioritize the placement of highly effective teachers in K-2 (2.013)



= Requires districts to integrate reading diagnostics in Pre-K-3 (2.013)
= Requires Commissioner to create an early reading advisory committee (2.013)

m  Requires State Board for Educator Certification to adopt rules that require all new Pre-K-6 teachers to pass

a science of teaching reading exam (2.005) January 1, 2021

Improving College, Career, and Military Readiness

Requires Boards of Trustees to develop and post CCMR plans that set specific annual goals (2.003,2.035)

Establishes a CCMR Outcomes Bonus with funding paid for each annual graduate above a certain threshold
percentage. (1.031) The amounts and likely threshold percentages are:

= Educationally disadvantaged - $5,000 each above the first 13% of CCMR graduates
= Non-educationally disadvantaged - $3,000 each above the first 25% of CCMR graduates
=  Special Education - $2,000 for each CCMR graduate
= Commissioner shall conduct a study on alternative career readiness measures for small and rural
districts for the bonus (1.031)
Reimburses districts to ensure students are given at least one college preparation assessment (TSIA, SAT,
ACT) and at least one industry certification exam by graduation (1.035, 1.036, 2.031; 2.034)

Expands CTE funding from grades 9-12 to grades 7-12 and adds technology application courses (like
computer science) for funding (1.030)

Districts receive an extra $50 per student in P-TECH and New Tech High School models (1.030)

Requires completion of a FAFSA prior to graduation (2.014, 2.015) 2021-2022 School Year

= Allows for a parental, counselor or self (over 18) opt out (2.015)
= Commissioner must establish an advisory committee (2.015)

The High School Allotment has been repealed, with funding available for these other CCMR investments
(4.001)

Increasing Support for Special Education

Increases Mainstream Special Education weight from 1.1 to 1.15 (1.025)

Requires the Commissioner to establish the Special Education Allotment Advisory Committee and provide
a report with assistance from the Legislative Budget Board, Governor’s Office, and the Legislature (1.026)
by May 2020

Encourages districts and charters to provide an incentive for teachers who complete training on Autism
provided by a regional Education Service Center (2.010)



Expanding Learning Opportunities

Establishes an extended-year incentive for districts that provides funding on a half-day basis for up to 30
additional instructional days over 180 days in grades PK-5 (1.014, 1.003) 2020-2021 School Year

Optional for districts and students; Requires TEA to provide technical assistance (2.011)

Allows the Commissioner to establish a grant program with a private entity for summer programs offering
CTE courses (2.032)

Establishes a blended learning grant program, including through Math Innovation Zones, with priority for
a program for high populations of educationally disadvantaged students (2.033)

Sets up a high school equivalency reimbursement program in coordination with the Texas Workforce
Commission (1.046)

INCREASES FUNDING ANDEQUITY

Increases compensatory education weight from 0.2 to one of five values from 0.225 - 0.275 based upon the

census tier for educationally disadvantaged students (1.028)

Students’ census block groups are determined from their home address. Census block groups are
put into one of 5 tiers based on the severity of poverty using four factors: poverty measured by
median household income, average educational attainment of population, percentage of single
parent households, and the rate of home- ownership

These same census tiers are used for the Teacher Incentive Allotment

Requires Commissioner to establish an advisory committee on compensatory education (1.029)

Adds a new allotment of $275 per student in ADA in a Residential Placement Facility or Dropout Recovery
School (1.034)

Eliminates the Cost of Education Index, so districts no longer receive funding based on a decades-old metric
(4.001), with funding redirected to the basic allotment

Requires TEA to study geographic variations in resource costs and costs of education including
transportation (1.019)

Amends statute from previous year to current year property values (1.040), with funding redirected to the

basic allotment

This has the effect of funding all districts in Tier One the same based on formulas regardless of
property wealth



Gifted & Talented (GT) funding is no longer provided based on identification, and instead all districts
receive this funding through the basic allotment (2.017, 2.018)

= Requires each district to adopt a policy regarding use of funds for GT programs & certify
compliance (2.017, 2.018)

=  Requires Commissioner to reduce funds to any district in non-compliance by an amount equal to
the prior GT allotment (2.018)

Transportation Allotment is now given to all districts (including recapture ISDs)

=  Funding is provided as a per-mile reimbursement rather than a linear density calculation as well as
funding for transit to colleges for dual credit and workplaces for work-based learning (1.033)

The Available School Fund now equally funds all schools (including non-recapture ISDs) (1.041)

Establishes the Fast Growth Schools Allotment for districts in the top 25% of enrollment growth at a 0.04
weight per ADA (1.031)

Increases the cap allowed annually for New Instructional Facility Allotment (NIFA) from $25M to $100M
(1.033)

1992/93 Hold Harmless provision is phased out 20% per year over five years (Equalized Wealth Transition
Grants) (1.043)

Amends statute so that disaster aid, when appropriated, applies equally to recapture and non-recapture
districts. (Recapture offset is no longer a funding source) (1.015, 1.042, 4.001)

= Disaster aid for facility repair now includes vehicles and computer equipment (1.042)

The Small District Allotment factor increase for sub-300 square mile districts was accelerated to take effect
immediately (1.024; 4.001)

A new Small District Allotment factor for districts which are the only district in a county and have fewer
than 300 students is created (1.024)

The Small/Mid-Sized District Allotment has been amended so that it doesn’t multiply other student factors,
except for special education (1.024; 1.025; 4.001)

Charter schools are now funded on a weighted average funding amount for the Small and Mid-sized
Allotment, as opposed to a simple state average (1.002)

Recapture calculations have been amended to ensure no district has funds recaptured below their formula
entitlement (1.041, 1.018, 1.049)

= Early Agreement Credit was repealed (4.001), with funding redirected to the basic allotment



m  Staffing Allotment has been repealed (4.001), with funding redirected to the basic allotment

® A transition provision to the new HB 3 formulas ensures that all districts get at least 3% more funding than
they would have under prior law, or for those districts who had been funded way above average, they remain
funded at least at 128% of state average per ADA (1.043)

REDUCES AND REFORMS PROPERTY TAXES AND RECAPTURE

= Converts first two Copper Pennies to Golden Pennies, meaning there will be eight Golden Pennies and
nine Copper Pennies, and “re-orders” pennies so that Tier One is used first, then Golden Pennies, then
Copper Pennies (1.009; 1.038)

= Shifts one penny of taxation below the Tax Ratification Elections (TRE) limit, allowing boards to access
up to five Golden Pennies without a TRE (1.063)

= Requires unanimous board consent for M&O tax hike in 2021 (1.063)

= Sets the Golden Penny yield at 160% of the basic allotment, with a floor of the 96th percentile of wealth,
as opposed to Austin ISD’s wealth level (1.038)

= [ncreases the Copper Penny yield by almost half, and as a result, cuts the number of Copper Pennies
districts already accessed by roughly half (1.038)

= Compresses Tier One tax rates, multiplying by a factor of 93% (1.040; 1.063; 5.002) Tax Year 2019
m  Requires home mortgage escrow accounts to be adjusted to account for the lower tax rate (1.064)

= Limits the amount of increased property tax collections to 2.5% per year, by automatically lowering
M&O Tier One tax rates statewide for all districts given statewide property value growth above 2.5%, and
locally for each district given local value growth above 2.5% (Article 1A) Tax Year 2020

= No district Tier One M&O can be compressed more than 10% lower than the highest Tier One
M&O rate (1A.007) Tax Year 2020

= Requires LBB to study this 2.5% property tax growth limitation (1A.007) Tax Year 2020

= Sets up a mechanism to allow higher rates of local taxation in the event the basic allotment is
reduced (1A.007) Tax Year 2020

= Prohibits districts from raising Maintenance and Operation (M&O) taxes for tax year 2019 unless already
planning to do so by January 1, 2019 or are under $0.93 for Tier One. (1.008)

=  Requires TREs to be conducted on uniform election dates (1.063)



Requires Boards of Trustees to conduct an efficiency audit prior to going out for a TRE (1.001) January
1,2020

Adds ballot language stating “THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE” for bond elections (1.008)
Reinforces prior law so that M&O / Interest & Sinking (I&S) tax swaps are illegal (1.006; 1.007)
Reimburses districts the interest included on a refund for FY 2018 and FY 2019 (1.042)

Creates Tax Reduction & Excellence in Education Fund for certain dedicated state funding sources,
including Wayfair sales tax collections (1.010) January 1, 2020

Eliminates M&O hold harmless for the 2015 homestead exemption (4.001)

OTHER CHANGES

Requires the Commissioner to enter into an MOU with an institution of higher education to conduct a
study on the state assessment to determine whether reading passages are at the appropriate reading level
(2.036) By December 1, 2019

Applies whistleblower protections at charter schools (2.004)

Standardizes allotment spending requirements for Special Education, Compensatory Education, Bilingual,
CTE, and CCMR Outcomes at 55% of funding from the allotment, with certain reporting requirements
established (1.025, 1.028, 1.030, 1.031)

Requires tracking of pregnancy as a reason for drop-out (1.017)

Commissioner may modify entitlement amounts and/or dates for tax rates with Legislative Budget Board
and the Governor’s Office approval to implement HB 3 (1.019)

The Commissioner continues to have waiver authority when necessary to support districts with respect to
requirements to maintain minimum minutes of instruction (1.013)

Clarifies Commissioner data sharing authority (2.002)

Makes a number of conforming changes (Article 3, and list below), including moving chapter 41 & 42 to
48 and 49 and certain specific changes supporting transfer students, annexation/consolidation, and Texas
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired/Texas School for the Deaf (TSBVI/TSD) (1.003, 1.005,
1.022, 1.035, 1.050 - 1.056, 1A.001, 1A.002)

= (1011, 1.012, 1.016, 1.020, 1.023, 1.032, 1.037, 1.039, 1.044, 1.045,1.047, 1.048, 1.057 — 1.060,
1.065)



HB 18

Author: Price, Four
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 18 requires training regarding mental health of public school students for certain school
employees; adjusts curriculum requirements; amends requirements for counseling programs; adjusts requirements
for coordinated school health programs, state and regional programs and services, and health care services for
students and mental health first aid program training; and adjusts reporting regarding local mental health authority
and school district personnel.

Section-by-Section Analysis:
Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended

1.01 Amends TEC The definition of “mental health condition” is changed to mean a persistent or
§5.001(5-a) recurrent pattern of thoughts, feelings, or behaviors that constitutes a mental illness,
disease, or disorder, other than or in addition to epilepsy, substance abuse, or an
intellectual disability or impairs a person’s social, emotional, or educational
functioning and increases the risk of developing a condition. The definition of
“substance abuse" is changed to mean a patterned use of a substance, including a
controlled substance, as defined by Health and Safety Code Chapter 481, and
alcohol, in which the person consumes the substance in amounts or with methods
that are harmful to the person’s self or to others.

Change from Current Law

1.02 Amends TEC This section establishes that a district improvement plan must include provisions
§11.252(a) for strategies for improvement of student performance that include the following:

e Evidence-based practices that address the needs of students for special
programs, including suicide prevention programs, in accordance with
Chapter 38 Subchapter G, which include a parental or guardian notification
procedure;

e Positive behavior interventions and support, including interventions and
support that integrate best practices on grief-informed and trauma-
informed care rather than discipline management; and

e Implementation of a comprehensive school counseling program under TEC
§33.005.

Current law requires that a district improvement plan include strategies for
providing to middle school, junior high school, and high school students, those
students’ teachers and school counselors, and those students’ parents information
about higher education admissions and financial aid opportunities. This section
requires that information also be provided to elementary school students, teachers,
parents and counselors and that the information for all levels include information
about state financial aid opportunities.

1.03 Amends TEC The type of entities permitted to provide required instruction regarding mental
§21.044 health, substance abuse, and youth suicide to is expanded to include courses offered
by accredited institutions of higher education as part of a degree program in
addition to the current providers. The section also includes conforming changes.
1.04 Amends TEC At least 25 percent of the training required every five years for teachers, counselors,
§21.054 and principles must include instruction regarding educating diverse student
populations. The changes add specific training requirements related to educating
students eligible to receive special education services, students eligible to receive
services under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, students with mental health
conditions, students who engage in substance abuse, or students with intellectual
or developmental disabilities.




Specific instruction regarding grief and trauma are added to the list of required
continuing education hours that must be based on best practice-based programs and
research-based practices and approved by the Commissioner in consultation
with the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC).

This section allows an educator participating in an evidence-based mental health
first aid training program or evidence-based trauma-informed and grief-informed
care program to receive up to 16 hours of continuing education for completing that
training. Additional training would be required of school counselors in counseling
students on mental health and substance abuse and in implementing a
comprehensive school counseling program.

Continuing education requirements for a classroom teacher would be required to
also include how mental health conditions, including grief and trauma, affect
student learning and behavior and how evidence-based, grief-informed, and
trauma-informed strategies support the academic success of students affected by
grief and trauma.

1.05 Amends TEC New law allows staff development in providing positive behavior interventionand
§21.451(d) support. The changes also require specific staff development regarding suicide
prevention, mental health, substance abuse, positive relationships among students,
how grief and trauma affect learning and behavior, and bullying to be provided on
an annual basis for all new employees and to all educators on a scheduled adopted
by rule. The additional training would be required to use a program
recommended by HHSC in coordination with TEA.
1.06 Amends TEC “Or Substance Abuse Conditions” is added to the title of the section, which now
§21.462 reads “Resources Regarding Students with Mental Health or Substance Abuse
Conditions” and adds a reference to students who engage in substance abuse.
1.07 Amends TEC Health education must include an emphasis on physical health and mental health,
§§28.002(a) and | including instruction about mental health conditions, substance abuse, skills to
28.002(r) manage emotions, establishing and maintaining positive relationships, and
responsible decision-making.
The State Board of Education must adopt essential knowledge and skills that
address the science, risk factors, causes, dangers, consequences, signs, symptoms,
and treatment of substance abuse, including the use of illegal drugs, abuse of
prescription drugs, abuse of alcohol such as by binge drinking or other excessive
drinking resulting in alcohol poisoning, inhaling solvents, and other forms of
substance abuse.
1.08 Amends TEC A local school health advisory council’s duties must include recommending:
§§28.004(c) and e the number of hours of instruction to be provided in health education in
28.004(k) kindergarten through grade eight, and, if the school district requires health

education for high school graduation, health education, including physical
health education and mental health education, in grades 9 through 12;

e policies procedures, strategies, and curriculum appropriate for specific
grade levels designed to prevent physical health concerns through the
coordination of health education, which must address physical health
concerns and mental health concerns to ensure the integration of physical
health education and mental health education.

Recommendations regarding health education are required to address physical
health concerns and mental health concerns to ensure the integration of physical
health education and mental health education.
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This section requires that local school health advisory council recommendations
include school health services, including physical health services and mental health
services, if provided at a campus by the district or by a third party under a contract
with the district and would change a reference from counseling and guidance
services to a comprehensive school counseling program under TEC §33.005.

In addition to information that a school district is currently required to publish in
the student handbook and post on the district’s website, if the district has a website,
districts must now include a statement of the policies and procedures adopted to
promote the physical health and mental health of students, the physical health and
mental health resources available at each campus, contact information for the
nearest providers of essential public health services under Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 121, and the contact information for the nearest local mental health
authority and for each campus in the district, a statement of whether the campus
has a full-time nurse or full-time school counselor.

1.09

Amends TEC
§30.002(b)

References to the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services Division for
Blind Services are replaced with Health and Human Services Commission and
the School for the Blind and Visually Impaired with the Texas Workforce
Commission.

1.10

Amends TEC
§33.004(b)

A reference to a comprehensive and developmental guidance and counseling
program is replaced with a reference to a comprehensive school counseling
program under TEC §33.005.

1.11

Amends TEC
§33.005

TEC §33.005 is retitled as “Comprehensive School Counseling Programs.” This
section requires a school counselor to work with the school faculty and staff,
students, parents, and the community to plan, implement, and evaluate a
comprehensive school counseling program that conforms to the most recent edition
of the Texas Model for Comprehensive School Counseling Programs developed by
the Texas Counseling Association.

1.12

Adds TEC
§38.0101

The section entitled “Authority to Employ or Contract with Nonphysician Mental
Health Professional,” is newly added to permit a school district to employ or
contract with one or more nonphysician mental health professionals. Anonphysician
mental health professionals is defined as:

e apsychologist licensed to practice in this state and designated as a health-
service provider;
aregistered nurse with a master ’s or doctoral degree in psychiatric nursing;
a licensed clinical social worker;
a professional counselor licensed to practice in this state; or
a marriage and family therapist licensed to practice in this state.

1.13

Amends TEC
§38.013(a)

Coordinated health programs are now required to provide for coordinating
education and services related to:

e physical health education, including programs designed to prevent obesity,
cardiovascular disease, oral diseases, and Type 2 diabetes and programs
designed to promote the role of proper nutrition;

e mental health education, including education about mental health
conditions, mental health well-being, skills to manage emotions,
establishing and maintaining positive relationships and responsible
decision-making; and

e substance abuse education, including education about alcohol abuse,
prescription drug abuse, and abuse of other controlled substances.
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1.14

Amends TEC
§38.016(a)

"Nonphysician mental health professional" has the meaning assigned by Section
38.0101. TEC §38.016(a) is amended to establish that a school district employee,
or an employee of an entity with which the district contracts, who is a registered
nurse, advanced nurse practitioner, physician, or nonphysician mental health
professional licensed or certified to practice in this state would not be
prohibited from recommending that a child be evaluated by a physician or
nonphysician mental health professional.

1.15

Amends TEC
§38.051(b)

On the recommendation of an advisory council established under TEC §38.058 or
on the initiative of the board of trustees or the governing body of an open-
enrollment charter school, a school district or open-enrollment charter school may
now establish a school-based health center at one or more campuses to meet the
health care needs of students and their families.

1.16

Amends TEC
§38.054

TEC §38.054 includes a list of permissible categories of services. This section
adds treatment for mental health conditions and treatment for substance abuse to
the list of permissible categories of services.

1.17

Amends TEC
§38.057(b)

Existing law established that if it is determined that a student needs a referral for
mental health services, the staff of a school-based health center must notify the
person whose consent is required verbally and in writing of the basis for the referral.
This section adds physical health services to this requirement. This section also
establishes that a referral may not be provided unless the person provides written
consent for the type of service to be provided and provides specific written consent
for each treatment occasion or for a course of treatment that includes multiple
treatment occasions of the same type of service.

1.18

Amends TEC
§38.058

This section adds open-enrollment charter schools to the provision allowing the
establishment and appointment of members to a local health education and health
care advisory council to make recommendations to the district or school on the
establishment of school-based health centers and to assist the district or school in
ensuring that local community values are reflected in the operation of each center
and in the provision of health education.

Existing law required appointments of at least one person from a specific list of
individuals. This section now specifies that teachers must be classroom teachers
and adds school counselors and health care professionals licensed or certified to
practice in this state.

1.19

Adds TEC
§38.0591

The new section entitled “Access to Mental Health Services” requires TEA, in
cooperation with the Health and Human Services Commission, to develop
guidelines for school districts regarding partnering with a local mental health
authority and with community or other private mental health services providers and
substance abuse services providers to increase student access to mental health
services; and obtaining mental health services through the medical assistance
program under the Human Resources Code.

1.20

Amends TEC
§38.060(c)

This section amends TEC §38.060(c) to require a school district or open-enrollment
charter school, rather than the Health Education and Health Care Advisory Council,
to keep a record of efforts made to coordinate with existing providers.

1.21

Adds TEC
§38.352

(previously
Health and Safety
Code §161.326)

This section transfers current Health and Safety Code, Subchapter O-1 to Chapter
38 of the Texas Education Code. The subchapter is reenacted as Subchapter Gand
amended. Health and Safety Code §161.325 is now TEC §38.351, and references to
the Department of State Health Services are changed to TEA.

Existing law required the development of a list of recommended best practice-
based programs and research-based practices including programs and practices in
several
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areas. This section amends the list to remove mental health promotion; substance
abuse intervention; trauma-informed practices; and building skills related to
managing emotions, establishing and maintaining positive relationships,
responsible decision-making, positive behavior interventions and supports, suicide
prevention-intervention-postventions, and a safe, supportive, and positive school
climate.

This section removes the requirement that TEA, the Department of State Health
Services, and regional education service centers make the list easily available on
their websites.

This section establishes that suicide prevention the list must include components
that provide for training to recognize students at risk of attempting suicide rather
than at risk of committing suicide. This section also requires suicide program
programs on the lists to assist students in returning to school following treatment
of a mental health concern or suicide attempt.

Districts were permitted under existing law to develop practices and procedures
concerning each area on the list of recommended best practice-based programs and
research- based practices. New law now requires districts to develop practices and
procedures. The practices and procedures are now permitted to address multiple
areas together.

TEA is required to develop and make available to school districts guiding principles
on the coordination of programs and practices in areas on the list. TEA, Health and
Human Services Commission, and each regional education service center are
permitted to accept donations for purposes of this section from sources without a
conflict of interest but are not be permitted to accept donations from an anonymous
source.

2.01

Amends Health
and Safety Code
§1001.205

Texas Health and Safety Code §1001.205 requires, not later than September 30 of
each year, a local mental health authority to provide to the department the number
of employees and contractors of the authority who were trained as mental health
first aid trainers under Section 1001.202 during the preceding fiscal year. This
section adds a requirement that a local mental health authority report the number
of trainers who left the program for any reason during the preceding fiscal year,
and the number of active trainers. A local mental health authority must report the
number of university employees, school district employees, and school resource
officers who completed a mental health first aid training program offered by the
authority under Section 1001.203 during the preceding fiscal year. HB 18requires
that this information be categorized by local mental health authority region,
university or school district, as applicable, and category of personnel.

The Department of State Health Services is required to compile the additional
information and would be required to include a detailed accounting of expenditures
of money appropriated for the purpose of implementing this subchapter when it
reports to the legislature.

The Department of State Health Services is required to develop and provide to local
mental health authorities form to be used for the reporting of information required
under Subsection (a), including the reporting of each category of personnel
described by that subsection.
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2.02 Adds This section requires the HHSC to make available on its official website
Health and Safety | information about the mental health first aid training program for the purpose
Code Chapter of promoting public awareness of the program.
1001, Subchapter
H, §1001.207 TEA is required make available on its official website information about the mental
health first aid training program for the purpose of promoting public awareness of
the program.
3.01 | Civil Practice and | This section makes conforming changes.
Remedies Code
§74.151(e).
3.02 Amends TEC TEC §38.0141(a) requires each school district to provide to the agency information
§38.0141(a) as required by the Commissioner, including statistics and data, relating to student
health and physical activity and information described by Section 28.004(k).
4.01 Repeals This section repeals the following provisions of the TEC:
TEC §21.463
TEC §28.002(w) | TEC §21.463 required TEA, in coordination with the HHSC, to establish and
maintain a website to provide resources for teachers who teach students with
special health needs.
TEC §28.002(w) required the State Board of Education, in adopting the essential
knowledge and skills for the health curriculum, to adopt essential knowledge and
skills that address the dangers, causes, consequences, signs, symptoms, and
treatment of nonmedical use of prescription drugs and required TEA to compile a
list of evidence-based prescription drug misuse awareness programs from which a
school district might choose to use in the district's middle school, junior high school,
and high school health curriculums.

4.02 N/A This section requires the State Board for Educator Certification to propose rules
under TEC §21.054, not later than May 1, 2020, to comply with the changes in law
made to that section by this Act.

TEA, in cooperation with the HHSC, is required to develop the guidelines
required by TEC §38.0591, as added by this Act.

Not later than August 1, 2020, TEA, in coordination with the Health and
Human Services Commission and regional education service centers, is required
to provide a list of recommended best practice-based programs as required by
TEC §38.351, as transferred, redesignated, reenacted, and amended by this Act.

4.03 N/A This section establishes that any change in law made by this Act that imposes a new|
duty or requirement on a school district or an open-enrollment charter school applies
beginning with the 2020-2021 school year.

4.04 N/A This section establishes that Health and Safety Code §1001.205(a), as amended by

this Act, would only apply to a report due under that subsection after December 31,
2019. A report due under that subsection before that date is governed by the law in
effect immediately before the effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in
effect for that purpose.
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Health and Safety Code §1001.205(b), as amended by this Act, applies only to a
report due under that subsection after March 1, 2020. A report due under that
subsection before that date is governed by the law in effect immediately before the
effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in effect for that purpose.

INot later than May 1, 2020, the Health and Human Services Commission is required
to prescribe a form for the report required of a local mental health authority under
Health and Safety Code §1001.205(a), as amended by this Act, that includes
categories of personnel to be reported.

4.05 N/A This section requires that, not later than March 1, 2020, the Health and Human
Services Commission and TEA update their websites to include the
information required by Health and Safety Code §1001.207, as added by this Act.

Effective Date: December 1, 2019
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The State Board of Education is required to amend rules for the Health Education Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills. The State Board of Educator Certification must amend rule-text in Title 19, Texas Administrative Code
(TAC), Chapter 228 "Requirements for Educator Preparation” and 19 TAC Chapter 232, "General Certification
Provisions." Provisions in Chapter 232 must be amended based on the amended text in TEC Chapter 21 not later
than May 1, 2020. Commissioner rules will be amended related to required training by districts in TAC Chapter
153.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

Local education agencies (LEAs) will report through the Texas Student Data System (TSDS) the number of times
during the preceding year the district's school health advisory council has met, whether the district has adopted and
enforces policies to ensure that district campuses comply with agency vending machine and food service guidelines
for restricting student access to vending machines, and whether the district has adopted and enforces policies and
procedures that prescribe penalties for the use of e-cigarettes, as defined by TEC §38.006, and tobacco products by
students and others on school campuses or at school-sponsored or school-related activities. Additionally, new
service IDs will be added to enable LEAs to report any new courses developed under the new health curriculum
requirements and to report staff duties for non-teaching staff. Service IDs may need to be removed for coursesthat
are no longer offered. New Role IDs will be added to the ROLE-ID code table. These IT changes will be
incorporated in the 2020-2021 school year.
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HB 19

Author: Price, Four
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 19 describes how regional education service centers (ESCs) and local mental health
authorities are intended to collaborate for provision of mental health services.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or

Section Amended Change from Current Law

1 Amends Chapter | “Local mental health authority” (LMHA) and “non-physician mental health
8, TEC by adding | professional” are defined.

Subchapter F:

§§8.151-8.158 This section requires LMHAs to employ a non-physician mental health
professional to serve as a mental health and substance use resource for school
districts located within the region it serves. The professional will serve school
districts out of the ESC located within the LMHA service region. In making hiring
decisions, the LMHA must consult with other LHMASs providing services in that
region and consult with the ESC.

Each ESC must provide a professional space for the non-physician mental health
professional to carry out their duties. The LMHA must pay the ESC a reasonable,
negotiated cost-recovery free for providing the administrative support for the
professional. This cost-recovery fee may not exceed $15,000 per year unless the
ESC and the LMHA agree to a higher amount in their memorandum of
understanding (MOU).

The LMHA must supervise the professional and consult with other LMHAs in the
region and the ESC for input on supervising the professional.

The professional must work collaboratively with the ESC to act as a resource for
school district personnel by helping personnel gain awareness and understanding
of mental health and co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders; assist
personnel to implement mental health or substance use initiatives required under
state law, agency rule, interagency MOUs, and related programs; ensure that
personnel are aware of best practices; and ensure personnel are aware of public and
private mental health and substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery
programs provided by the LMHA, private mental health providers, or the Health
and Human Services Commission (HHSC).

The ESC and professional must facilitate monthly mental health first aid training,
facilitate monthly training regarding the effects of grief and trauma and providing
support to children with intellectual or developmental disabilities who suffer from
grief or trauma, and facilitate monthly trainings on prevention and intervention
programs for substance use.

The non-physician mental health professional may not treat or provide counseling
to a student or provide specific advice to school district personnel regarding a
student.

A school district is not required to participate in any trainings provided under this
subchapter.
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The state agency to which money is appropriated to carry out this subchaptermust
ensure funds are distributed equally among LMHAs.

Each LMHA must submit a report submit a report to HHSC regarding the outcomes
for school districts and students resulting from services they provide. HHSC must
compile the information from LMHAs and submit a report to the lieutenant
governor, speaker, standing committees with jurisdiction over mental health and
standing committees with jurisdiction over public education, and to TEA. TEA
must be provided a reasonable opportunity to review and provide input on the
contents of the report.

N/A

Provides that a local mental health authority is required to implement a provision
of this Act only if the legislature appropriates money specifically for that purpose.
Authorizes, but does not require, a local mental health authority, if the legislature
does not appropriate money specifically for that purpose, to implement a provision
of this Act using other appropriations available for that purpose.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 41
Author: Metcalf, Will
Sponsor: Alvarado, Carol

Bill Summary: House Bill 41 adds search and rescue volunteers to the law requiring leave from work for training
and the law which allows for an agency or institution of higher education to grant leave from work to respond to an
emergency.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute
. Added or Change from Current Law
Section
Amended
1 Amends A definition for “search and rescue volunteer” is added to Government Code Sec

Government | 661.905(a). This section defines that term as “individual who without remuneration,
Code §61.905 | except reimbursement for expenses, provides services for or on behalf of an
organization that conducts search and rescue activities.”

The newly defined term of “search and rescue volunteer” is added to the rest of the
law in Government Code Sec 661.905. This entitles a state employee who is also a
“search and rescue volunteer” to miss work for training associated with being a
“search and rescue volunteer” without repercussions. This also allows for a state
agency or institute of higher education to grant leave to a “search and rescue
volunteer” to respond to a “search and rescue volunteer” emergency if the agency or
institution has an established policy for granting that leave.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019
Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 65

Author: Johnson, Eric
Sponsor: West, Royce

Bill Summary: House Bill 65 reflects reporting requirements regarding public school disciplinary actions taken
against students through the public education information management system (PEIMS).

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Selzgz)n Statj‘;ﬁ;gﬁigd or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC The phrase “out-of-school suspensions” is added to the heading of this section.
§37.020
2 Adds TEC Subsection (f) provides that for each out-of-school suspension under TEC
§37.020(f) §37.005, a school district shall report:

1) information identifying the student, including the student's race, sex, and date
of birth, that will enable TEA to compare placement data with information
collected through other reports;
2) information indicating the basis for the suspension;
3) the number of full or partial days the student was suspended; and
4) the number of out-of-school suspensions that were inconsistent with the
guidelines included in the student code of conduct under TEC §37.001(a)(3).

3 N/A The act applies to the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
The bill requires a new data element in the PEIMS collection to determine when placement inconsistencies occur
with the local student code of conduct guidelines for all out-of-school suspensions.
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HB 76
Author: Huberty, Dan
Sponsor: Alvarado, Carol

Bill Summary: House Bill 76 requires school districts to provide a student who is required under University
Interscholastic League (UIL) rule or policy to receive a physical examination before being allowed to participate in
a UlL-sponsored or sanctioned athletic activity information about sudden cardiac arrest and electrocardiogram
testing and notification of the option of the student to request the administration of an electrocardiogram, in addition
to the physical examination.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or Analysis
Section Amended
1 Adds TEC This bill creates TEC §33.096, “Cardiac Assessment of High School Participants in
§33.096 Extracurricular Athletic Activities,” to require that school districts provide a student,

who is required under UIL rule or policy to receive a physical examination before

being allowed to participate in a UIL-sponsored or sanctioned athletic activity the

following:

* Information about sudden cardiac arrest and electrocardiogram testing; and

* Notification of the option of the student to request the administration of an
electrocardiogram, in addition to the physical examination.

A student is permitted to request an electrocardiogram from any appropriately
licensed health care professional whose scope of practice includes the administration
and review of electrocardiograms, including the student’s patient-centered medical
home, a health care professional provided through a school district program, or
another health care professional chosen by the parent or person standing in parental
relation to the student.

UIL is required to adopt rules to administer this legislation, which must include the

following:
e Criteria under which a district may request an exemption from the
requirements;

e Variances that allow for a delay of the implementation of the requirement to
notify students to the option to receive an electrocardiogram;

e Procedures to ensure students receiving the required annual physical
examination are notified of the option to receive an electrocardiogram; and

e Provisions to ensure that the requirements are minimum standards that
provide a school district with the option to implement a program that exceeds
the standards required by this section.

This section of the legislation does not create a cause of action or liability ora standard
of care, obligation, or duty that provides a basis for a cause of action or liability.

2 N/A Section 2 establishes that this act applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

20



Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 111

Author: Gonzailez, Mary
Sponsor: Fallon, Pat

Bill Summary: House Bill 111 adds the topic of sexual abuse and other maltreatment of children with significant
cognitive disabilities to the requirement that school districts and open-enrollment charter schools provide training
concerning prevention techniques for and recognition of sexual abuse and other maltreatment of children.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Section |  Sttite Addedor Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | This section adds the topic of sexual abuse and other maltreatment of children

§38.0041(c) with significant cognitive disabilities to the requirement that school districts and
open-enrollment charter schools provide training concerning prevention
techniques for and recognition of sexual abuse and other maltreatment of
children.

Section 1 also amends Subsection (b)(1) to include in school training policies the
use of resources related to sexual abuse and other maltreatment of
children developed by the Commissioner of education, rather than only
TEA, under §38.004.

2 N/A This bill applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 114
Author: White, James
Sponsor: Birdwell, Brian

Bill Summary: House Bill 114 amends the College Credit for Heroes Program to require school counselors to
provide information regarding eligible post-secondary credit for veterans and military servicemembers.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

S elzigm Stat::fl g:;‘:fld or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | School counselors must provide information about postsecondary education to
§33.007 students each year the students are enrolled in high school.
TEC §33.007 now requires the information to include the availability of college
credit awarded by institutions of higher education (IHE) to veterans and military
service members for military experience, education, and training obtained during
military service. The information must be explained to any student who is enlisted
or who intends to enlist in the U.S. armed forces consistent with the College
Credit for Heroes program authorized by the Texas Labor Code.
2 Adds Texas The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC), in cooperation with the Texas Higher
Labor Code Education Coordinating Board (THECB) must develop and annually make
§302.0031(h) | available to each school district information materials regarding the availability
of college credit awarded by IHEs to veterans and military servicemembers for
military experience, education, and training obtained during military service.
3 N/A This section establishes that the bill applies beginning with the 2020-2021 school
year.
4 N/A This section establishes that TWC and THECB must make materials required
under Texas Labor Code §302.0031(h) available to school districts and open-
enrollment charter schools not later than September 1, 2020.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
School counselors have an additional requirement to meet regarding the College Credit for Heroes Program.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 165

Author: Bernal, Diego
Sponsor: Powell, Beverly

Bill Summary: House Bill 165 permits a student who is enrolled in a special education program to qualify for and
earn an endorsement under the Foundation High School Program if the student meets existing requirements for an
endorsement either with or without modification of the curriculum

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Seliili})n St“iif.é?ﬁ‘lﬁd " Change from Current Law
1 Adds TEC Under existing law, a student was permitted to earn an endorsement by successfully
§28.025 completing the curriculum requirements for the Foundation High School Program,

earning one additional credit each in math and science and two additional elective
credits, and successfully completing the curriculum requirements identified by the
SBOE for one of five endorsements. Commissioner's rules in 19 Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) §89.1070(c) established that a student in the
Foundation High School Program who receives special education services may earn
an endorsement if the student—

e satisfactorily completes the requirements for the Foundation High School
Program as well as the additional credit requirements in math, science, and
elective courses with or without modification of the curriculum,

o satisfactorily completes the curriculum requirements for an endorsement
without modification of the curriculum, and

e performs satisfactorily on the required state assessments.

This bill permits a student enrolled in a special education program to earn an
endorsement if the student successfully completes, with or without modifications,
the curriculum requirements for the Foundation High School Program and the
additional mathematics, science, and elective courses required for an endorsement.
A student must successfully complete the curriculum requirements for an
endorsement either without modification of the curriculum or with modification if
the courses are part of a coherent sequence of coursework that is sufficiently
rigorous as determined by the student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD)
committee. A student's ARD committee must determine whether a student is
required to achieve satisfactory performance on the state end-of-course assessments
in order to earn an endorsement.

2 N/A Section 2 establishes that the legislation applies beginning with the 2019-2020
school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
Commissioner of education rules will be amended in 19 TAC §89.1070 to align with this legislation.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

The bill allows for students in a special education program to earn endorsements that are reported on the student’s
transcript. TEA will update approximately 10 data validation rules.
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HB 293
Author: King, Ken
Sponsor: Seliger, Kel

Bill Summary: House Bill 293 relates to investment training requirements for certain public school district officers.
The bill exempts these financial officers from attending investment training every other year if certain conditions

are met.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Code §2256.008

(1

2

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends This section amends Government Code §2256.008 to add Subsection (g), which
Government provides an exclusion from investment training requirements for:

the investment officer of a school district who does not invest district funds
as applicable or only deposits those funds in interest-bearing deposit
accounts or certificates of deposit as authorized by §2256.010; and

the treasurer, chief financial officer, or investment officer annually
submits to the agency a sworn affidavit identifying the applicable criteria
under Subdivision (1) that apply to the district.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
Districts must submit a sworn affidavit annually that identifies compliance with the law.

25



HB 305

Author: Paul, Dennis
Sponsor: Nelson, Jane

Bill Summary: House Bill 305 impacts school districts by adding certain information that must be posted on the
website of a political subdivision with taxing authority.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Adds Government Code Subchapter E applies only to political subdivisions with taxing

Government | authority, such as school districts. A political subdivision must maintain the
Code §2051, | following information on its public website:

Subchapter E 1) The subdivision’s contact information;

2) Elected officers;

3) The date and location of the next election for officers;

4) Requirements and deadlines for filing for candidacy;

5) Each notice of a meeting of the subdivision’s governing body; and

6) Each record of a meeting.

This section does not apply to a school district with a population of less than 5,000
in the district’s boundaries and located within a county with a population of less
than 25,000.

3 N/A This bill applies only to meetings after the effective date of this act.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019
Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 330

Author: VanDeaver, Gary
Sponsor: Hughes, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 330 increases the number of students excluded from state dropout and completion rates.
The bill requires the exclusion of students who have suffered a condition, injury, or illness that requires substantial
medical care and leaves the student unable to attend school and assigned to a medical or residential treatment
facility.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | Under this section, the state dropout and completion rates will exclude students who

§39.053(g-1) | have suffered a condition, injury, or illness that requires substantial medical care and
leaves the student: a) unable to attend school; and b) assigned to a medical
or residential treatment facility.

2 N/A This Act applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

Schools must begin tracking students who are unable to attend school because they have suffered a condition, injury,
or illness and require substantial medical care and are assigned to a medical or residential treatment facility. Local
education agencies must report these students in order to benefit from the exemptions in this legislation.
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HB 391

Author: Blanco, César
Sponsor: Zaffirini, Judith

Bill Summary: House Bill 391 requires a school district to provide a print copy of an electronic textbook upon
request of a parent.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends Previously, statute entitled a parent to request that a school district or open-

TEC §26.006 | enrollment charter allow a student to take home any instructional materials used by
the student and requires the district or charter school to honor the request subject to
the availability of the instructional materials. This bill adds a requirement that a
school district or open-enrollment charter school provide instructional materials in a
printed format to a student who does not have reliable access to technology at home to
access a digital copy.

School districts and open-enrollment charter schools are not required to purchase
printed copies of instructional materials that they would not otherwise purchase.
They can comply with the requirement by providing a student a printout of the
relevant electronic instructional materials.

2 N/A Section 2 specifies that the change applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school
year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

Districts would be required to report to the agency their denial of a request for a printed book and the reason for
that denial. A school district or charter school is required to provide instructional materials in a printed format to a
student who does not have reliable access to technology at home to access a digital copy. Additionally, the bill
requires a school district or open-enrollment charter school to document each parental request that is denied along
with the reason for the denial and to report that information to TEA not later than 30 days after the request is made.
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HB 396

Author: VanDeaver, Gary
Sponsor: Hughes, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 396 expands allowable expenditures under the technology and instructional materials
fund.

Section-by-Section Analysis:
Bill Statute Added or

Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC This section strikes “intrastate” from TEC §31.021(c), thus establishing that the
§31.021(c) state will pay all instructional material shipping expenses rather than just in-

state expenses.

2 Adds TEC The bill adds TEC, §31.0211(c)(1)(J) to allow districts and charter schools to

§31.0211(c)(1)(J) | use their technology and instructional materials allotment to pay for inventory

software or systems for storing, managing, and accessing instructional materials
and analyzing the usage and effectiveness of the instructional materials.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
Commissioner rules in 19 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 66 related to the allowable allotment

expenditures will be amended to align with changes to the statute.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 403

Author: Thompson, Senfronia
Sponsor: Huffman, Joan

Bill Summary: House Bill 403 affects training requirements for members of the board of trustees (school board)
and continuing education to require training on the identification and reporting of child sexual abuse and
maltreatment, including human trafficking. Additionally, the bill adds continuing education requirements for
superintendents on identifying and reporting child abuse, including human trafficking.

Section-by-Section Analysis:
Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended

1 Amends TEC In addition to the three hours of training on student academic performance that is
§11.159 required, the State Board of Education (SBOE) shall also require a trustee to
complete, every two years, one hour of training on identifying and reporting
potential victims of sexual abuse, human trafficking, and other maltreatment of
children.

Change from Current Law

A candidate make take the training up to one year before elected, a new trustee must
take within 120 days of being elected or appointed, and returning trustees must
complete within by second anniversary of the previous training,

Maltreatment is defined in subsection (¢) as having the meaning assigned by Human
Resources Code §42.002.

2 Adds TEC This section adds to the continuing education requirements for superintendents
§21.054(h) identifying and reporting potential victims of sexual abuse, human trafficking, and
maltreatment of children as specified in Human Resources Code, §42.002. This
must include 2.5 hours of training every five years.

3 N/A A superintendent subject to continuing education requirements immediately before
the effective date is not required to comply with the continuing education
requirements as added by this Act for any continuing education requirements period
that ends before January 1, 2021.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

This bill requires a change to trustee training requirements. An amendment to 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC)

Chapter 61 will support implementation of the trainingrequirement.

This bill requires a change to superintendent training requirements. An amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 242 will
support implementation of the training requirements.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 440

Author: Murphy, Jim
Sponsor: Lucio, Jr., Eddie

Bill Summary: House Bill 440 requires political subdivisions that call for bond elections to publish sample ballots
on their websites. The bill prohibits the issuance of bonds to make improvements or purchase personal property
under certain conditions. The bill restricts the use of unspent proceeds of bonds, and it adds requirements to bond
election orders and notices of election. This bill will affect all bonds issued by school districts, including bonds issued
under Texas Education Code, Chapter 45.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

som Stat:t[fli:ﬂfid or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | School districts are limited to spend any unspent proceeds of general obligation
§45.1105 bonds to: 1) the specific purposes that authorized the bonds; 2) retire the bonds; and
3) for other purposes, upon approval of a school district board during a public
meeting, if the bond purposes are accomplished or abandoned.
2 Amends Section 2 requires political subdivisions that call for a debt obligation election
Election Code | (relating to public securities that are secured by ad valorem taxes) to publish a
§4.003(f)(3) | sample ballot on their website for at least 21 days prior to the election. This is in
addition to an existing obligation to publish the notice of the election, and the
contents of the proposition that must be posted on their website in the same manner.
3 Adds This Chapter includes new §1253.001 of the Government Code which defines
Government | political subdivision for purposes of the new chapter. The definition includes a
Code Chapter | school district. This Chapter also includes new §1253.002 that would limit the
1253 authority to issue new general obligation bonds to purchase, improve, or construct
improvements or to purchase personal property or to do both, if the weighted average
maturity of the issue of bonds exceeds 120 percent of the reasonably expected
weighted average economic life of the improvements or personal property financed
with the issue of bonds. This section also defines improvement and personal property
by referring to definitions in the Tax Code.
The new Government Code §1253.003 limits the use of unspent proceeds by a
political subdivision, other than a school district, from a bond issuance for either the
purpose specified for the initial issuance of the bonds, to retire the bonds, or to use
for another purpose, but only if that other purpose is approved by the voters in an
election held by the political subdivision where the new purpose is stated in the
election order and notice and the election is conducted in the same manner as the
election to make an original issuance.
4 Repeals Section 4 of the bill repeals Chapter 1332 of the Government Code, regarding the
Chapter 1332 | use of municipal bond proceeds for another purpose.
of the
Government
Code
5 N/A Section 5 of the bill makes the provisions in new §1253.002 of the Government Code
applicable only to bonds authorized to be issued after the effective date of this act,
which is September 1, 2019.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None
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Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 446
Author: Moody, Joe
Sponsor: Perry, Charles

Bill Summary: House Bill 446 removes carrying a club as an offense under the Texas Penal Code. In addition,
knuckles are no longer listed as one of the prohibited weapons defined in §46.05, Penal Code.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Selzgz)n Statj‘;ﬁ;gﬁ(zgd or Change from Current Law
1 Amends Penal It is no longer an offence under §46.02 of the Texas Penal Code to carry a club as|
Code defined by §46.01(1), Penal Code.
§46.02(a)
2 Amends Penal  |Knuckles, as defined by §46.01(8) of the Texas Penal Code, are no longer listed as
Code one of the prohibited weapons defined in §46.05, Penal Code.
§46.05(a)
3 Amends Penal  [Section 3 provides that provisions prohibiting the carrying of a firearm, rather than|
Code the carrying of a firearm or a club, do not apply to a public security officer.
§46.15(d) and (g) |Conforming amendments are also made to remove carrying or possessing a club as
it pertains to certified animal control officers.
4 Repealers Section 4 repeals §46.01(8) (relating to the definition of knuckles) and §46.15(c)
(relating to the definition of nonviolent restraints).
5 N/A IAn offense that was committed before September 1, 2019 if any element of

the offence occurred before that date.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
Changes related to HB 446 will be reflected in the 2020-2021 Texas Education Data Standards.
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HB 477

Author: Murphy, Jim
Sponsor: Bettencourt, Paul

Bill Summary: House Bill 477 provides for notice and ballot requirements related to school district bonds secured
by and payable from ad valorem taxes.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

s e‘:ﬂf) . Stat;:f]gﬂzzd o Change from Current Law
1 Amends Section 1 of the bill amends Election Code (EC) §3.009(a) to change the definition
Election Code | of “debt obligation” (i.e., a bond) to mean bonds secured by and payable from ad
§3.009 valorem taxes. The definition now excludes bonds that are fiscally self-supporting.
§3.009(b) is also amended to reflect new bond election order requirements, as
follows: 1) the inclusion of statements that taxes will be sufficient to pay principal
and interest of bonds as a whole, rather than on an annual basis; 2) the maximum
bond maturity date is changed from 40 years to the maximum authorized by law; 3)
noting the outstanding principal and interest on all bonds issued by a political
subdivision as of the date the bond election is ordered, rather than the fiscal year;
and 4) for aggregate outstanding bond interest, the amount must be based on
expectations relative to variable rate debt obligations.
2 Amends TEC | The bill amends §52.072(e) to streamline the notice requirements to apply to tax
§52.072 propositions, rather than just bond propositions. §52.072 (f) is added to refer to

bond notice requirements in the new Subchapter B of Government Chapter 1251.
4 Adds Chapter 1251, Subchapter B defines “debt obligation" as a public security, as
Government defined by Government Code, Section 1201.002, secured by and payable from ad
Code Chapter | valorem taxes. The term does not include public securities that are designated as
1251, self-supporting by the political subdivision issuing the securities. "Debt obligation
Subchapter B election order" is defined as the order, ordinance, or resolution ordering an election

to authorize the issuance of debt obligations, and “political subdivision” is defined
as a municipality, county, school district, or special taxing district.

§1251.052(a) provides that the ballot for a measure seeking voter approval of the
issuance of debt obligations by a political subdivision must state: (1) a general
description of the purposes for which the debt obligations are to be authorized; (2)
the total principal amount of the debt obligations to be authorized; (3) that taxes
sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the debt obligations will be
imposed; and 4) the annual maximum homestead tax increase.

§1251.052(b) requires that a political subdivision must prepare and post a vote
information document for bond elections.

§1251.052(c) requires that the governing body of a political subdivision must
identify in the debt obligation election order the major assumptions made in
connection with the statement required by Subsection (b), including: (1) the
amortization of the political subdivision's debt obligations, including outstanding
debt obligations and the proposed debt obligations; (2) changes in estimated future
appraised values within the political subdivision; and (3) the

assumed interest rate on the proposed debt obligations.
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§1251.052(d) provides that a political subdivision that maintains a website must
provide the information described by Subsection (b) on its website in an easily
accessible manner beginning not later than the 21st day before election day and
ending on the day after the date of the debt obligation election.

§1251.052(e) states that §1251.052 provides the ballot proposition language for
an election to authorize the issuance of debt obligations by a political
subdivision and, to the extent of a conflict between this section and another law,
the section controls.

Amends Local
Government
Code
§271.049

Section 5 amends Local Government Code §271.049(a) to increase the
certificate of obligation issuance newspaper notices from 30 to 45 days and
requires posting of such notices on a website, if a website is maintained by a
political subdivision.

§271.049(b) is amended to require the following in certificate of obligation
notices: 1) the then-current principal of all outstanding debt obligations of the
issuer; 2) the then-current combined principal and interest required to pay all
outstanding debt obligations of the issuer on time and in full, which may be
based on the issuer's expectations relative to the interest due on any variable rate
debt obligations; 3) the maximum principal amount of the certificates to be
authorized; and 4) the estimated combined principal and interest required to pay
the certificates to be authorized on time and in full; (5) the estimated interest rate
for the certificates to be authorized or that the maximum interest rate for the
certificates may not exceed the maximum legal interest rate; (6) the maximum
maturity date of the certificates to be authorized; and 7) the purpose, rather than
also the maximum amount, of the certificates.

§271.049(e) is added to define “debt obligation” as it is defined in Government
Code §1201.002 and provides that fiscally self-supporting bonds are not
included in the definition.

Repeals
Government
Code §1251.002

The section regarding bond proposition content is repealed.

N/A

Section 7 of the bill states that the bill applies 1) to election ballots ordered on
or after the effective date of the bill; and 2) to certificates of obligation issued
on or after the effective date of the bill.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 496

Author: Gervin-Hawkins, Barbara
Sponsor: Lucio, Jr., Eddie

Bill Summary: House Bill 496 requires school districts and open-enrollment charter schools to develop, and
annually make available, a protocol for school employees and volunteers to follow in the event of traumatic

injury.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill S Added
Sec:ion tatiﬁf.endef, o Change from Current Law
1 Adds TEC This legislation adds new TEC §38.030 requiring school districts and open-
§38.030 enrollment charter schools to develop and annually make available a protocol for

school employees and volunteers to follow in the event of traumatic injury.

The protocol must

e provide for a school district or open-enrollment charter school to maintain
and make available to school employees and volunteers bleeding control
stations for use in the event of a traumatic injury involving blood loss;

e cnsure that bleeding control stations are stored in easily accessible areas of
the campus that are selected by the district’s school safety and security
committee or the charter school’s governing body;

e require that agency-approved training on the use of a bleeding control station
in the event of an injury to another person be provided to:

o each commissioned school district peace officer or school security
personnel who provides security services at the campus;

o each school resource officer who provides law enforcement at the
campus; and

o all other district or school personnel who may be reasonably expected
to use a bleeding control station; and

e require the district or charter school to annually offer instruction on the use
of a bleeding control station from a school resource officer or other appropriate
district or school personnel who has received the training to students enrolled
at the campus in grade seven or higher.

A district’s school safety and security committee or charter school governing body
may select, as easily accessible areas of the campus at which bleeding control
stations may be stored, areas of the campus where automated external
defibrillators are stored.

A bleeding control station must include the following supplies in the quantities
determined by the superintendent or director:
e tourniquets approved for use in battlefield trauma care by the armed forces
of the United States
chest seals
compression bandages
bleeding control bandages
space emergency blankets
latex-free gloves
markers
scissors
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e instructional documents developed by the American College of Surgeons
or the U.S. Department of Homeland Security detailing methods to
prevent blood loss following a traumatic event.

In addition to the required items, a school district or open-enrollment charter
school may also include in a bleeding control station any medical material or
equipment that may be readily stored in a bleeding control station, may be used to
adequately treat an injury involving traumatic blood loss, and is approved by local
law enforcement or emergency medical services personal.

To satisfy the training requirement, the agency shall approve a course of instruction
that has been developed or endorsed by the American College of Surgeons or a
similar organization or the emergency medicine department of a health-related
institution of higher education or a hospital. The course of instruction may not be
provided as an online course and would be required to use nationally recognized,
evidence-based guidelines for bleeding control. The course of instruction must
also incorporate instruction on the psychomotor skills necessary to use ableeding
control station in the event of an injury to another person, including instruction on
proper chest seal placement. The course of instruction may be provided by
emergency medical technicians, paramedics, law enforcement officers,
firefighters, representatives of the organization or institution that developed or
endorsed the training, educators, other public school employees, or other similarly
qualified individuals. A course of instruction would not be required to provide for
certification in bleeding control. If the course of instruction does provide for
certification in bleeding control, the instructor must be authorized to provide the
instruction for the purpose of certification by the organization or institution that
developed or endorsed the course of instruction.

A school district or open-enrollment charter school and the employees of the
district or school are immune from civil liability from damages or injuries resulting
from the good faith use of a bleeding control station by an employee of the district
or school to control the bleeding of an injured person, provided that the employee
received the required training and did not act with gross negligence in the use of
the bleeding control station.

The good faith use of a bleeding control station by a school district or open-
enrollment charter school employee to control the bleeding of an injured person is
incident to or within the scope of the duties of the employee’s position of
employment and involves the exercise of judgment or discretion on the part of the
employee, and a school district or open-enrollment charter school and the
employees of the district or school are immune from civil liability, from damages
or injuries resulting from that good faith use of a bleeding control station. A school
district or open-enrollment charter school volunteer is immune from civil liability
from damages or injuries resulting from the good faith use of a bleeding control
station to the same extent as a professional employee of the district or school.

Nothing in this section limits the immunity from liability of a school district, open-
enrollment charter school, or district or school employee or volunteer under:

(1) TEC §22.0511 and §22.053;

(2) Civil Practice and Remedies Code §101.051; or

(3) any other applicable law.
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This section does not create a cause of action against a school district or open-
enrollment charter school or the employees or volunteers of the district or school.

2 N/A This section establishes that not later than October 1, 2019, TEA must to approve
training in the use of a bleeding control station that is appropriate to satisfy the
training required by this act.

As soon as practicable after the effective date of this Act, and not later than January
1, 2020, each school district and open-enrollment charter school must develop and
implement the bleeding control station program as added by this act.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

TEA must approve training in the use of a bleeding control station that is appropriate to satisfy the training

requirements of this act.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 548

Author: Canales, Terry
Sponsor: Lucio, Jr., Eddie

Bill Summary: House Bill 548 requires data gathering on language acquisition of deaf and hard of hearing students
from ages 0-8. TEA, the Health and Human Services Commission’s Division of Early Childhood Intervention
(HHSC/ECI), and the Educational Resource Center on Deafness (ERCOD) will jointly identify language assessment
protocols used by teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing to collect student level data which would be reported on
TEA’s, the division’s, and the center’s respective internet sites. The data gathered will be monitored annually to
determine if there is a language delay and enable the use of timely interventions that support age-appropriate
language skills.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1(2)

Adds TEC
§29.316(a)

The purpose of this act is to generate and monitor data on the language acquisition
of children ages eight years old and younger who are deaf or hard of hearing. This
section defines the terms “center,” “division,” and “language acquisitions.”

1(b)

Adds TEC
§29.316(b)

This section requires TEA and HHSC to jointly ensure that each child ages 0-8 who
is deaf or hard of hearing is regularly assessed using a valid and reliable assessment
tool as specified in Subsection (d).

1(c)

Adds TEC
§29.316(c)

This section requires TEA, HHSC/ECI, and ERCOD to jointly prepare a statewide
report on language acquisition of children 0-8 who are deaf and hard of hearing and
post on respective internet sites by August 31 of each year.

The report must include existing data reported in compliance with federal law
regarding children with disabilities and information relating to the language
acquisition of children who are deaf or hard of hearing and also have other
disabilities.

The report must also state for each child the following:

a. The instructional arrangement used with the child (TEC Section 42.151)
including the time the child spends in a mainstream instructional
arrangement;

b. The specific language acquisition services provided to the child including
the time spent providing those services and a description of any hearing
amplification used in the delivery of those services in addition to the type of
hearing amplification used, the period of time the child had access to the
hearing amplification, and the average amount of time the hearing
amplification is used each day.

c. The tools or assessment used to assess the child’s language acquisition and
the results obtained

d. The preferred unique communication mode used by the child at home; and

e. The child’s age, race, and gender, the age at which the child was identified
as being deaf or hard of hearing, and any other relevant demographic
information deemed appropriate by the Commissioner.

The report must compare the progress of children who are deaf or hard of hearing to
the progress of same age peers who are not deaf or hard of hearing in English
literacy. The report must comply with state and federal laws regarding
confidentiality.

1(d)

Adds TEC
§29.316(d)

This section requires TEA, HHSC/ECI, and ERCOD to enter in a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) regarding the identification of experts in deaf education, and
the determination of tools

39




considered valid and reliable for assessing language acquisition of children ages 0-
8 who are deaf or hard of hearing.

1(e)

Adds TEC
§29.316(c)

TEA must use existing collected data and data transferred from HHSC as agreed
upon in an MOU for the required report.

1(H)

Adds TEC
§29.316(f)

TEA and HHSC must jointly adopt rules necessary for implementing §29.316,
including rules for:
a. assigning a unique identification number for reporting purposes for each
child 0-8 who is deaf and hard of hearing; and
b. implementation of this section.

Adds TEC
§42.006(a-6)

This section requires local education agencies to report through the Public
Education Information Management System (PEIMS) at a campus and
grade level, the:
o number of children who are required to attend school under Section 25.085,
are not exempted under Section 25.086 and fail to attend without excuse for 10
or more days or parts of days within a six-month period of the same school year
o number of students for whom the district initiates a truancy prevention
measure under TEC 25.0915 (a-4)
e number of parents of students against whom an attendance officer or other
school official has filed a complaint under TEC 25.093 (PARENT
CONTRIBUTING TO NONATTENDANCE)

N/A

The Commissioner, the executive commissioner of HHSC and the Educational
Resource Center on Deafness (the Center) jointly shall determine the tools and
assessments that are valid and reliable for use in assessing the language
acquisition of children eight years of age or younger who are deaf or hard of
hearing by December 1, 2019.

TEA, HHSC and the Center shall prepare and post the initial report on their
respective websites by December 1, 2020.

N/A

This section states that TEA and HHSC are required to implement newly add TEC
§29.316 only if the legislature appropriates funds specifically for that purpose.

N/A

Not later than January 1, 2020, the Commissioner shall adopt rules required by
Section 42.006(a-6), Education Code, as added by this Act.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

TEA and HHSC must jointly adopt rules in accordance with TEC §29.316(f). The rules must include assigning a
unique identification number for reporting purposes for each child 0-8 who is deaf and hard of hearing. Furthermore,
the Commissioner or education must adopt rules to implement TEC §42.006(a-6) no later than January 1, 2020.

TEA will jointly work with HHSC ECI and ERCOD to include various stakeholders to determine the types of
assessments and milestones for deaf and hard of hearing students ages 0-8 to be assessed on language acquisition
which may closely resemble and advisory panel.

Local districts will be impacted by additional data reporting requirements; training on any newly determined
assessment or tool deemed appropriate under section (b); and additional documentation for reporting requirements
regarding the specific language acquisition services provided to the child and related components included in section

(©)2)(B)-(E).
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Summary of IT and Data Implications:
This bill adds new data reporting requirements. New data elements will be created for local education agencies to
report the following:
e The number of children who are required to attend school, are not exempt, and do not attend without excuse
for 10 or more days or parts of days within a six-month period of a school year but fail to do so;
e The number of students for whom the district initiates a truancy prevention measure under TEC §25.0915(a-
4); and
e The number of parents of students against whom an attendance officer or other school official has filed a
complaint under TEC §25.093.
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HB 638

Author: Capriglione, Giovanni
Sponsor: Powell, Beverly

Bill Summary: House Bill 638 requires school districts, at the request of the student's parent, to issue a posthumous
high school diploma to any student who has died while enrolled in the school district.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill S Added
Setion atate Added or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | Previously, TEC §28.0254 required school districts, at the request of a student's
§28.0254 parent, to issue a posthumous diploma to each student who died while enrolled in

grade 12, provided the student was academically on track to receive a high school
diploma when the student died.

This legislation requires that districts issue a diploma to any student, regardless of
enrolled grade and regardless of whether the student was academically on track to
receive a high school diploma, who died while enrolled in the district. The diploma
must be issued in the school year the student was expected to graduate and cannot
be issued before the graduation date of the class in which the student was enrolled
at the time of death.

2 N/A This section establishes that the legislation apples beginning with students who
would have graduated at the end of the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 674

Author: Patterson, Jared
Sponsor: Fallon, Pat

Bill Summary: House Bill 674 adds language and data collection requirements to the regional education service
center (ESC) client satisfaction survey.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | The Commissioner must solicit from each school district information regarding
§8.103 their reliance on their ESC for assistance in complying with state education laws and

rules, and any state education laws or rules that districts consider for
compliance purposes the most burdensome and expensive.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The ESC client satisfaction survey will be updated to include question that reflect the requirements of this

legislation.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 678
Author: Guillen, Ryan
Sponsor: Powell, Beverly

Bill Summary: House Bill 678 allows elementary school students to earn one high school credit toward the
languages other than English graduation requirement by successfully completing a course in American Sign
Language (ASL).

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added
Setion mended | Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC [Existing statue allows students to earn one high school credit toward the languages

§28.025(b-21) |other than English graduation requirement by successfully completing a dual language
immersion program in elementary school. This bill expands the opportunity to allow
students to earn credit by successfully completing an ASL course while in elementary
school.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The bill specifically states that the State Board of Education (SBOE) should adopt criteria to allow a student to
comply with the curriculum requirement for one credit under Subsection (b-1)(5) by successfully completing at an
elementary school either a dual language immersion program under Section 28.0051 or a course in ASL. The SBOE
will need to amend Title 19, Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 74 relating to high school graduation
requirements to align with this legislation.

Under current SBOE rules, school districts and charter schools are already allowed to offer high school courses and
award credit to students at any grade level deemed appropriate by the district. This explicitly applies in languages
other than English courses, such as ASL, where the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills stipulate that the high
school courses may be offered in elementary and middle school. Districts will need to transcript course completion
and award credit for elementary students who do not yet have a transcript.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

This bill requires an update to the Texas Records Exchange (TREx) DUAL-LANGUAGE-IMMERSION-
LANGUAGE-CODE code table to add ASL. Adding a code for ASL will enable local education agencies to
report dual language immersion program participation for students who are learning ASL. These changes are
expected for the 2020-2021 school year.
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HB 680
Author: Deshotel, Joe
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 680 adds data collection elements to information the Texas Workforce Commission
(TWC) must gather when assessing formulas used by TWC to distribute federal childcare development funds to
local workforce development boards. The legislation also requires additional coordination with TEA, allows
relevant child care data to be reported in the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) by
assigning unique identifiers to children younger than six, and expands the methods for obtaining input regarding
improving coordination between subsidized child-care subsidy programs and prekindergarten programs and
increasing the quality of and access to the subsidized child care program. The legislation also requires certain
eligibility and reporting information for childcare provider contract agreements.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill S Added
Seetion atate Added or Change from Current Law
1 Adds Texas This section adds new Texas Labor Code, §2308.317(e) to require that each board,
Labor Code to the extent practicable, ensure that any professional development for child care

§2308.317(e) | providers, directors, and employees funded under Subsection (a), can be used
toward requirements for a credential, certification, or degree program, and meets
the professional development requirements of the Texas Rising Star Program.

2 Amends Texas | This section amends Texas Labor Code, §302.0042 to expand the evaluation of
Labor Code quality of the Texas Workforce Commission's (TWC) subsidized childcare
§302.0042 programs. (This section has no impact on TEA.)

The evaluation must assess the number of places that are reserved for participants
in the child care subsidy program out of the total number of children enrolled with
a provider on a full-time basis categorized by age of the child for each provider in
each local workforce development area that is certified as a 2-star, 3-star, or 4-star
provider in the Texas Rising Star Program or that does not participate in the Texas
Rising Star Program rather than the former requirement to evaluate the number of
vacant slots available for child care placement.

The bill requires assessment of the following new criteria:

o The average monthly price charged by childcare providers for full-day
childcare in each local workforce development area as stated in the market
rate survey conducted under 45 C.F.R. Section 98.45(c)

e The average monthly price charged by quality childcare providers for full-
day childcare in each local workforce development area.

e The total number of childcare providers participating in the Texas Rising
Star Program and the number of 2-star, 3-star, and 4-star rated childcare
providers in each local workforce development area

e The number of childcare providers participating in the Texas Rising Star
Program in each local workforce development area as a percentage of the
total number of both subsidized childcare providers and all childcare
providers in the local workforce development area

e The number of 2-star, 3-star, and 4-star rated childcare providers in the
local workforce development area as a percentage of the total number of
both subsidized childcare providers and all childcare providers in thelocal
workforce development area
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e The total number of children enrolled in subsidized childcare providers
participating in the Texas Rising Star Program in each local workforce
development area and the number of subsidized children enrolled in 2-star,
3-star, and 4-star rated childcare providers in the local workforce
development area

e The number of subsidized children enrolled in child care providers
participating in the Texas Rising Star Program in each local workforce
development area as a percentage of the total number of subsidized children
enrolled in child care providers in the local workforce development area
and the number of subsidized children enrolled in 2-star, 3-star, and 4-star
rated child care providers in the local workforce development area as a
percentage of the total number of subsidized children enrolled in child care
providers in the local workforce development area

This section requires, for the purposes of evaluation, that TWC annually update the
information required in the assessment of formulas used by TWC to distribute

federal childcare development funds to local workforce development boards.

This section also defines “quality childcare provider.”

Amends Texas
Labor Code
§302.0043

This section requires coordination efforts between the TWC and TEA.

New Texas Labor Code §302.0043(c-1) requires TWC to measure and evaluate the
progress of the childcare program regarding:

(1) coordination with TEA to assign a PEIMS number (unique identifier) to
children younger than six years of age enrolled in the TWC childcare program;

(2) coordination with TEA, school districts, and open-enrollment charter schools
on any prekindergarten quality improvement efforts;

(3) efforts to increase coordination among participating providers in the TWC
childcare program, school districts, and open-enrollment charter schools;

(4) facilitation of childcare provider enrollment in the Texas Rising Star Program
and progression of providers to the highest rating level in the program; and

(5) development and implementation of rates and payments, as determined by local
workforce development boards to allow participating providers to provide high-
quality childcare and ensure that TWC meets performance measures established by
the legislature for the average number of children served by the TWC childcare
program per day.

This section also requires TWC to make collected information available to school
districts, open-enrollment charter schools, and the public in addition to the current
requirement to make the information available to local workforce development
boards.

TWC must include information added by this legislation to its report to the
legislature that is due January 15 of each odd-numbered year.

This section impacts TEA’s Information Technology Division and statewide data
collection to implement legislation. Under current law, there are no formal
agreements in place for TEA to assign unique IDs to students younger than six to
the TWC childcare programs. However, childcare providers may apply for the
unique IDs independently.
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Amends Texas
Labor Code

§302.00435

This section requires TWC to include in its policy for obtaining input from
interested parties regarding its subsidized childcare program and using that input in
administering the program, methods for obtaining input from TEA, school districts,
open-enrollment charter schools, subsidized childcare providers, relevant
businesses, and the public, regarding

(1) improving coordination between the subsidized childcare program and
prekindergarten programs;

(2) increasing the quality of and access to the subsidized childcare program;

(3) existing health and safety rules and regulations that could be more efficient or
less costly without reducing health and safety outcomes; and

(4) the burdens relating to complying with existing regulations that could be
mitigated, reduced, or eliminated while maintaining the intent, objective, or
purpose of the underlying regulation.

Adds Texas
Labor Code
§302.0461(a)-

(d)

New Labor Code §302.0461(a), permits a local workforce development board to
contract with childcare providers operating in the board’s area to provide subsidized
childcare services. The local workforce development board must determine the
number of places that the board reserve in the contract with a childcare provider
participating in WC’s subsidized childcare program. (This section has no impact
on TEA.)

New Labor Code §302.0461(b) establishes that to be eligible for a contract under
Subsection (a), a childcare provider must be a Texas Rising Star Program provider

with a three-star rating or higher; and meet one of the following priorities of the
TWC:

1. be located in an area where the number of children younger than six
years of age who have working parents is at least three times greater
than the capacity of licensed childcare providers in the area; or an
area determined by TWC to be underserved with respect to childcare
providers;

2. have a partnership with a school district to provide a
prekindergarten program;

3. have a partnership with the Early Head Start or Head Start
Program,;

4. increase the number of places reserved for infants and toddlers by
high-quality childcare providers; or

5. satisfy a requirement in the local workforce development board’s
strategic plan.

New Labor Code §302.0461(c), establishes that not later than six months after a
local workforce development board enters into a contract, the board must submit a
report to TWC evaluating the contract to determine its effect on:

1. the financial stability of the childcare provider participating in the
contract;

2. the availability of high-quality childcare options for participants in
the TWC’s subsidized childcare program in the workforce
development area;
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3. the number of high-quality childcare providers in any part of the
workforce development area with a high concentration of families
with a need for childcare; and

4. the percentage of children participating in TWC’s subsidized
childcare program at each Texas Rising Star Program provider in the
local workforce development area.

New Labor Code §302.0461(d), requires TWC to determine the information that
must be included in the report required by Subsection (¢). A local workforce
development board must update the report every six months from the date the board
submits its initial report to TWC.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

The requirement of the bill is to assign Unique IDs to children younger than six years of age in the childcare
program. This will require the childcare program to apply for a Business Partner Directory (BPD) organization
number and use the Texas Student Data System (TSDS) unique ID system.

48



HB 684

Author: Clardy, Travis
Sponsor: Hughes, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 684 allows the parent or guardian of a student with a seizure disorder to seek care for
the student’s seizures while the student is at school or participating in a school activity by submitting to the school
district a copy of a seizure management and treatment plan developed by the student’s parent or guardian and the
physician responsible for the student’s seizure treatment. The bill requires school district employees to complete
online training related to seizure recognition and related first aid.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1

N/A

This section establishes the name of this legislation as Sam’s Law.

2

Adds TEC
§38.032

This bill establishes new TEC §38.032, Seizure Management and Treatment Plan,
to permit the parent or guardian of a student with a seizure disorder to seek care
for the student’s seizures while the student is at school or participating in a school
activity by submitting to the school district a copy of a seizure management and
treatment plan developed by the student’s parent or guardian and the physician
responsible for the student’s seizure treatment. The bill outlines when plans must
be submitted and what plans must include.

The care of a student with a seizure disorder by a district employee under a seizure
management plan is incident to or within the scope of the duties of the employee’s
position of employment and involves the exercise of judgment or discretion on the
part of the employee. The immunity from liability provided by TEC §22.0511
applies to an action or failure to act by a district employee in administering a|
medication, assisting with self-administration, or otherwise providing for the care of]
a student under a seizure management plan submitted for the student.

A school nurse must complete a TEA-approved online course of instruction for
school nurses regarding managing students with seizure disorders that includes
information about seizure recognition and related first aid.

A school district employee, other than a school nurse, whose duties include regular
contact with students must complete a TEA-approved online course of instruction
regarding awareness of students with seizure disorders that includes information
about seizure recognition and related first aid.

TEA may approve an online course of instruction provided by a nonprofit national
foundation that supports the welfare of individuals with epilepsy and seizure
disorders to satisfy the required training. An online course of instruction approved
by the agency that is provided to a school district must be provided by the nonprofit
entity free of charge.

TEA is required to adopt rules as necessary to administer the new requirements.

N/A

This section establishes that TEA must approve online courses of instruction to
satisfy the training requirement not later than December 1, 2019.

N/A

This section establishes that this legislation applies beginning with the 2020-2021
school year.
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Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
The agency must adopt rules to administer the new requirements of the legislation.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 692
Author: White, James
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 692 bars school districts and open-enrollment charter schools from placing homeless
students in out-of-school suspensions unless the students engage in criminal conduct related to weapons, violence,
or drugs on school property or during school activities.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or

Section Amended Change from Current Law

1 Amends TEC | This section bars school districts and open-enrollment charter schools from placing
§37.005 homeless students in out-of-school suspensions, unless the students engage in
conduct described in Subsection (c¢)(1)-(3) (criminal conduct related to weapons,
violence, or drugs) while on school property or while attending school activities.
The subsection also provides that campus behavior coordinators for school districts
and open-enrollment charter schools may coordinate with their homeless education
liaisons to identify appropriate disciplinary alternatives for homeless students. “A
student who is homeless” is defined by the subsection as having the meaning of
“homeless children and youths” in 42 U.S.C. § 11434a.

Although this bill removes an existing disciplinary option of public schools for
homeless students, other, existing disciplinary options such as in-school
suspensions remain in place for homeless students.

2 N/A Section 2 provides that the bill applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

TEA will update the student discipline guide. Coordination between local education agencies and the homeless
education liaison will need to be established at the local level. Additionally, local education agencies will need to
update their local code of conduct if §37.005 is referenced.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
Business rules will be added to check HOMELESS-STATUS-CODE and DISCIPINARY- ACTION-
REASON-CODE in instances where students are suspended.
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HB 706

Author: Bernal, Diego
Sponsor: Lucio, Jr., Eddie

Bill Summary: House Bill 706 amends Subchapter A, Chapter 38, TEC, by adding §38.033 relating to audiology
services eligibility under the school health and related services program and reimbursement requirements by the
Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to providers for eligible children. It would also require HHSC,
in consultation with TEA, to adopt rules for implementation.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Sel:ili:)n Stat:t[fli:ﬂfid or Change from Current Law
1 Adds TEC This section establishes eligibility parameters for a child to receive audiology
§38.033 services under the school health and related services program. The child would be

eligible if he or she is 20 years or younger, has a disability or chronic medical
condition, is eligible for Medicaid benefits, and has been prescribed services under
an individualized education program created under the IDEA, or a plan created
under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

This specific eligibility requirement already exists in Part 15 (Texas Health and
Human Services Commission) of the Texas Administrative Code in Chapter 354 —
Medicaid Health Services, Subchapter A — Purchased Health Services, Division 25
— School Health and Related Services at rule §354.1341 http://bit.ly/SHARSLink.
This bill codifies this eligibility in statute.

HHSC is required to provide reimbursement to a provider under the program for
audiology services provided to an eligible child under Subsection (a). This bill also
requires the executive commissioner of HHSC in consultation with TEA  to adopt
rules necessary to implement the new section of Chapter 38.

2 N/A Section 2 establishes a need for request of a waiver from a federal agency, if
necessary, and an implementation delay allowance until a waiver is granted.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The executive commissioner of HHSC must adopt rules necessary to implement TEC §38.033 in consultation with

TEA.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 793
Author: King, Phil
Sponsor: Creighton, Brandon

Bill Summary: House Bill 793 amends the provision of the Government Code dealing with contracts with entities
that boycott Israel by exempting sole proprietors, businesses with less than ten employees, and contracts of less
than $100,000.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Selzgim Stat:;e]g:lisd or Change from Current Law
1 Amends This section amends the term “company” to exclude proprietorships.
Government
Code §2270.001
2 Amends The statutory provision that contractors cannot boycott Israel is only applicable to
Government contracts with a value of $100,000 or more and between governmental entities and
Code §2270.002 | companies with more than 10 full time employees.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 811
Author: White, James
Sponsor: West, Royce

Bill Summary: House Bill 811 requires that school districts provide consideration in their student codes of conduct
regarding the status of students in the custody of the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) and
students who are homeless when making disciplinary decisions that involve suspension, expulsion, removal to a
disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP), or placement in a juvenile justice alternative education program
(JJAEP).

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Se]:::Ln Stat:ﬁg‘},ifid o Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §37.001(a)(4) by adding Subparagraphs (E) and (F) to

§37.001(a) | provide consideration in school districts’ student codes of conduct regarding the
status of students in the custody of the Department of Family and Protective Services
(DFPS) and students who are homeless when making disciplinary decisions that
involve suspension, expulsion, removal to a DAEP, or placement in a JJAEP.

2 Amends TEC Section 2 amends TEC §37.001(b) to define “a student who is homeless” as
§37.001(b) having the meaning of “homeless children and youths” in 42 U.S.C. Sec.
11434a.
3 N/A This act applies with the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

Local education agencies will need to add the considerations of §37.001(a)(4)(E) and §37.001(a)(4)(F) to their local
code of conducts (if they have included the reasons for considerations for removing a student in their local code of

conducts).

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 906

Author: Thompson, Senfronia
Sponsor: Powell, Beverly

Bill Summary: House Bill 906 creates a collaborative task force on public mental health services to study and
evaluate mental health services and training provided at school districts and open-enrollment charter schools that
are funded by state competitive grants. This bill requires extensive data collection across the state with the purpose
of analyzing the effectiveness of mental health services and staff training within the state’s local education
agencies. The task force will not be administratively supported by TEA but will be supported by institutions of
higher education selected by the commissioner of education (Commissioner), except that TEA will maintain data
collected by the task force. The bill permits the Commissioner to utilize no more than 10 percent of any funds
appropriated for student mental health programs to support the task force.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

S elziﬂm Stat::f]g:;:zd or Change from Current Law
1 Amends Chapter | Section 1 of the bill amends Chapter 38 of the Texas Education Code by adding
38, TEC, by Subchapter F (TEC §§38.301-38.311).
adding
Subchapter F §38.301 is added to define “institution of higher education” as having the

meaning assigned by TEC §61.003 and defining “task force” as the
Collaborative Task Force on Public Mental Health Services.

§38.302 establishes that the purpose of the task force is to study and evaluate:
1) mental health services that are funded by competitive state grants and
provided at a school district, or open-enrollment charter school, directly to a
student, a parent or family member of or person standing in parental relation to
a student enrolled at the district or school, or an employee of the district or
school; 2) training provided to an educator employed by the district or school to
provide these mental health services; and (3) the impact of mental health
services on various students.

§38.303 establishes that the task force membership is composed of the
Commissioner, or the Commissioner’s designee, and additional members whom
the Commissioner shall appoint without regard to race, color, disability, sex,
religion, age or national origin of the appointee. The task force is not subject to
Government Code, Chapter 2110.

§38.304 designates the Commissioner as the interim presiding officer at the
initial task force meeting. The task force during the initial meeting shall select
from the members a presiding officer and may select an assistant presiding
officer and secretary.

§38.305 prohibits compensation or reimbursement of a member of the task force
for service on the task force

§38.306 requires the task force, after the initial meeting, to meet at least twice a
year at a time and place determined by the presiding officer and may alsomeet
at other appropriate times. Meetings may be held on the presiding officers” own
motion and by teleconference.
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§38.307 requires the Commissioner to designate one institution of higher
education with experience in evaluating mental health services to serve as the
lead institution providing faculty, staff and administrative support as determined
necessary by the task force to administer this subchapter. This section requires
that TEA maintain data collected by the task force under TEA’s information
security plan and under TEA’s record retention schedule. The Commissioner is
also required to designate two additional institutions to assist the task force and
the lead institution. In making a designation under this section, the
Commissioner shall give preference to at least one predominantly black
institution, as defined by 20 U.S.C. Section 1067q(c)(9). The agency, school
districts and charter schools are required to provide information or other
assistance to the task force when requested.

§38.308 requires the task force to: gather data on: 1) the number of students
referred to inpatient or outpatient mental health providers; 2) the number of
students transported from schools for emergency detentions; and 3) race,
ethnicity, gender, special education status and geographic location of individuals
who are provided services described in Sec. 38.302 or who fall within the first
two categories of data collection. The task force is further required to study,
evaluate and make recommendations regarding mental health services described
by §38.302, including addressing: (1) the outcomes and effectiveness of services
and training provided, including the outcomes and effectiveness of the service
and training providers and the programs under which services and training are
provided, in: improving student academic achievement and attendance, reducing
student discipline, providing early mental health prevention and intervention,
building skills relating to managing emotions, establishing and maintaining
positive relationships and making responsible decisions, preventing substance
abuse, preventing suicide, adhering to the purpose of the program services or
training, promoting trauma-informed practices, and promoting a positive school
climate, including improving safety in the district or school; (2) best practices
for districts and schools in providing services or training; and (3) disparities in
the race, ethnicity, gender, special education status, and geographical location
of individuals receiving the services. The task force may also evaluate mental
health services funded from a source other than a competitive grant.

§38.309 provides that the task force must maintain the confidentiality of student
medical and educational information under federal (HIPAA—42 U.S.C. Sec.
1320d et seq.—and FERPA—20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g) and state privacy laws.

§38.309 requires the first report from the task force no later than November 1,
2020, and a second report due no later than November 1, 2022, containing the
results of the task force’s activities conducted under §38.308 and
recommendations for legislative or other action. The report is to be submitted to
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the House.

§38.310 allows the task force to accept gifts or grants from a private individual,
foundation or federal government. The task force is prohibited from spending
more than 10 percent of any money appropriated to it for the administration of
the task force. The section also permits the Commissioner to utilize no more
than 10 percent of any funds appropriated for student mental health programs to
support the task force.
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§38.311 provides for the abolishment of the task force and expiration of this
subchapter on December 1, 2022.

2 N/A Section 2 requires, not later than October 1, 2019, the Commissioner to appoint
the members of the task force and designate the institutions of higher education
to provide support services, as required by TEC §38.303 and

§38.307, as added by this bill.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
The bill requires the creation of a collaborative task force on public school mental health services.

Development of accurate measures for consistent mental health outcome reporting requirements by the task force
for use by Texas public schools will be required. These measures will be utilized by each local education agency
(LEA) for data collection and reporting to the task force for analysis in order to determine effectiveness and overall
outcomes. LEAs will need to consistently measure results and report data to the task force for proper evaluation.

This bill requires the first report from the task force no later than November 1, 2020, and a second report due no
later than November 1, 2022, containing the results of the task forces activities conducted under §38.308 and
recommendations for legislative or other action. The report is to be submitted to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor
and Speaker of the House.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

This bill requires TEA maintain data collected by the task force under TEA’s information security plan and under
TEA’s record retention schedule
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HB 961

Author: Howard, Donna
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 961 allows a school nurse to be a member of the required district or charter school
concussion oversight team.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Se]zili})n Statiiﬁé?,‘fflﬁ" Or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | Existing statute requires school districts and open-enrollment charter schools to
§38.154 have a concussion oversight team. Membership of the team must include at least
one physician and, to the greatest extent practicable, an athletic trainer, advanced
practice nurse, neuropsychologist, and physician assistant.
This legislation permits, if a district or charter school employs a school nurse, a
school nurse to be a member of the concussion oversight team if requested by the
school nurse.
2 Amends TEC | A student must be removed from an interscholastic athletics practice or competition
§38.156 immediately if a coach, physician, licensed health care professional, person

licensed under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 201, or the student’s parent or
guardian believes the student might have sustained a concussion during the practice
or competition. A school nurse has been added to the list of individuals who are
required to remove a student from practice or competition if the student is suspected
of having sustained a concussion.

Existing law requires members of the concussion oversight team to receive training
from an authorized training provider at least every two years. The training must
address concussions, including evaluation, prevention, symptoms, risks, and long-
term effects of concussions.

This legislation requires a school nurse who serves as a member of a concussion
oversight team to complete the required training course. The bill also establishes
that a school nurse who is not in compliance with the concussion training

requirements may not serve as a member of the concussion oversight team in any

capacity.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

Local education agencies must ensure that nurses who serve on a concussion oversight team complete the required

training every two years.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 963
Author: Bell, Cecil
Sponsor: Taylor, Larry

Bill Summary: House Bill 963 requires that each school district that maintains a website must post on the website
the name, e-mail address, and term of office, including the date the term began and the date the term expires, of
each member of the district’s board of trustees.

Not later than March 1, 2020, the State Board of Education (SBOE) must review the TEKS for career and technical
education (CTE) and technology applications and amend the board’s rules to consolidate the technology
applications courses for grades 9 - 12 with the CTE courses and eliminate duplicative courses while ensuring
certifications are aligned with the rigor of each individual course.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1

Adds TEC
§11.1518

Each school district that maintains a website must post on the website the name, e-
mail address, and term of office, including the date the term began and the date the
term expires, of each member of the district’s board of trustees.

If a school district does not maintain a website, the district must submit the required
information to TEA and TEA must post the information on the agency’s website.
Each time there is a change in the membership of the district’s board of trustees,
the district must update the posted information or notify TEA

N/A

The SBOE must conduct a review of the CTE and technology applications TEKS
no later than March 1, 2020, and to amend its rules in order to consolidate the TEKS
for technology application courses for grades 9-12 with the TEKS for CTE courses.
The SBOE must eliminate any duplicative courses while ensuring that certifications
are aligned with the rigor of each course.

N/A

The SBOE is only required to implement a provision of this Act if the legislature
appropriates money specifically for that purpose. If the legislature does not
appropriate money specifically for that purpose, the SBOE may, but is not required
to, implement a requirement of this act using other appropriations available for that
purpose.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The SBOE, not later than March 1, 2020, will conduct a review of the TEKS for CTE and technology
applications courses for Grades 9-12 and amend the board's rules to consolidate courses and eliminate
duplicative courses.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
Changes to course codes will be required as a result of the revised TEKS.
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HB 965

Author: Gonzilez, Mary
Sponsor: Zaffirini, Judith

Bill Summary: House Bill 965 makes technical edits to several sections of the TEC to update terms and definitions
from “mentally retarded” to persons with “intellectual disabilities” and related matters such as “state schools” to
“state supported living centers.” Additionally, names of state agencies that have changed over the recent years have
been updated.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

i S
S elziﬂm tat::i;‘:l‘lfld or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §25.041 to delete the words “state schools” and replace
§25.041 the words with “state supported living centers.” The bill deletes the term “the
mentally retarded” and replaces it with “persons with intellectual disabilities.”
Throughout this section the bill makes these changes regarding those two terms.
2 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §29.003 to delete the term “mental retardation” and
§29.003 replace it with “intellectual or developmental disability.”
3 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §29.012(d) relating to residential facilities and a
§29.456(b) memorandum of understanding required between state agencies. It deletes names of
agencies that have been merged or renamed and replaces them with “the Health and
Human Services Commission (HHSC) and the Department of Family and Protective
Services (DFPS).
4 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §29.456(b) by updating language related to the executive

§29.456(b) commissioner of HHSC and by deleting “mental retardation” and replacing it with
“intellectual and developmental disabilities.”

5 Amends TEC | Thjs section amends TEC §29.457(b) by deleting “mental retardation” and
§29.457(b) replacing it with “intellectual and developmental disabilities.”

6 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §30.0015(b) (2) by deleting Texas Rehabilitation
§30.0015(b) (2) | Commission and Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation and
replacing it with the Health and Human Services Commission. The name change
does not have an impact on TEA or public schools.

7 Amends TEC | This section amended TEC §52.40(a), but TEC §52.40 was repealed by HB 4465
§52.40(a) of the 86™ Legislative Session.

8 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §73.401 related to the operation of the Harris County
§73.401 Psychiatric Center that has been developed and includes language regarding the
persons to be served. This would does not have an impact on TEA or public
schools.
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9 Adds TEC The section adds TEC §73.403 about the operation of the Harris County
§73.403 Psychiatric Center. It does not impact TEA or public schools.

10 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §73.404 and relates to funding of the Harris County
§73.404 Psychiatric Center. It does not impact TEA or public schools.

11 Amends TEC | This section amends §73.405 regarding the leasing and administration of the Harris
§73.405 County Psychiatric Center. There is no impact on TEA or public schools.

12 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC § 73.406 regarding revenues of the center above. It does
§73.406 not impact on TEA or public schools.

13 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §73.501 regarding transfer and lease of the center above
§73.501 facilities. It does not impact TEA or public schools.

14 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §73.502 regarding the transfer of gifts, grants and
§73.502 obligations to the center above. It does not impact TEA or public schools.

15 Amends TEC | This section amends TEC §73.503 relating to personnel for the center above. It
§73.503 does not impact TEA or public schools.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

TEA and public schools will need to update materials with appropriate terms that may change in the bill where that
has not already been accomplished. That includes replacing "mental retardation” with “individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.”

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 982
Author: Parker, Tan
Sponsor: West, Royce

Bill Summary: House Bill 982 amends the law related to the administration of "pay for success" contracts for
state agencies.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Government Code
§§403.110(c), (e),
and (f)

Bill Statute Added
Setion N mended Change from Current Law
1 Amends This section adds the terms “gifted,” “granted,” and “donated” to the funds that

will make up the trusts in addition to appropriated funds. This section also
clarifies when a pay for success contract is enforceable.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 1026

Author: Bohac, Dwayne
Sponsor: Hughes, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 1026 identifies positive character traits and requires the State Board of Education
(SBOE) to integrate the traits into the curriculum adopted for kindergarten through grade 12. Each school district
and open-enrollment charter school must adopt a character education program that includes the positive character
traits listed in statute.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1

Amends TEC
§29.906

Section 1 amends the heading of §29.906 from “Character Education Program” to
“Character Traits Instruction”

2

Amends TEC
§29.906

Previously, TEC §29.906 permitted school districts to provide a character education
program that includes a variety of positive character traits. This bill identifies
positive character traits and adds gratitude to the list of positive character traits. The
SBOE is required to integrate the traits into the Texas essential knowledge and skills
(TEKS) adopted for kindergarten through grade 12, as appropriate.

Each school district and open-enrollment charter must adopt a character education
program that includes the required positive character traits.

The SBOE is permitted to adopt rules as necessary to implement the requirements
of this legislation.

N/A

This section of the bill establishes that the Act applies beginning with the 2019-2020
school year.

The SBOE will be unable to complete the rulemaking process including the
statutorily required public comment period and adopt the rules necessary to
implement this legislation before the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
The SBOE is permitted, but not required, to adopt rules as necessary to implement this legislation.

School districts and charter schools that do not already have a character education program that aligns with the
requirements of this legislation will need time to adopt a program to implement the statutory requirements.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
The agency is required to collect data on character education programs from districts and charter schools.
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HB 1051

Author: VanDeaver, Gary
Sponsor: Watson, Kirk

Bill Summary: House Bill 1051 changes the adult high school diploma and industry certification charter school
program from a pilot to a permanent program. The bill allows individuals who have received certificates of high
school equivalency to qualify for the program and would eliminate limitations on the ages of individuals who could
qualify for the program. The bill also changes the funding mechanism from being partially funded through a general
revenue rider appropriation to being fully funded through the Foundation School Program (FSP). This new
information will be reported through the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS).

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Sel::li:)n Stat:t;lilziﬁd o Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | This section removes the “pilot” designation and now refers to the adult high school
§12.137(a) diploma and industry certification charter school program.
2 Adds TEC The definition of “at risk of dropping out of school” is expanded to include students,
§29.081 (d) (2) | regardless of age, who participate in an adult education program provided under a
high school diploma and industry certification program under TEC §29.259.
3 Amends TEC | The heading for this section is amended by removing the term “pilot.” The new
§29.259 heading reads “Adult High School Diploma and Industry Certification Charter
School.”
4 Amends TEC | References to the previous pilot program are removed. Additionally, this section
§29.259 changes the beginning age of eligibility for the program from 19 to 18 years of age
and allows the participation of a student who earned a certificate of high school
equivalency but would require that priority be given to a person that has not earned
a high school equivalency certificate.
Program requirements were added that require the non-profit entity to:
e use an instructional model where at least 75 percent of instruction be
delivered by a teacher in an in-person interactive classroom setting; and
e provide support services to students including no-cost childcare, life-
coaching services, mental health counseling, and instructional support
services for students with disabilities or impairments.
If money is appropriated for expansion of this program for a state fiscal year, the
entity must submit any expansion amendment request not later than June 30™.
The expansion is considered approved if the Commissioner does not provide
written notice to nonprofit entity of the disapproval on or before August 1°.
The nonprofit would be entitled to funding for all students through the FSP equal
to the amount of funding for students at an open-enrollment charter school.
5 Amends TEC | This section removes “pilot” from the statute language.
§29.259 (d)
6 Adds TEC This section requires the Commissioner, for purposes of the computation of
§39.053(g-4) | dropout and completion rates such as high school graduation rates, to exclude a
student who was reported as having dropped out of school under TEC
§42.006(a-9), and the student could not be considered to have dropped out
from the school district or campus in which the student was last enrolled.
7 Amends TEC | References to the pilot are removed. Additionally, the beginning age eligibility for
§42.003(a) the program is changed from 19 to 18 years of age for eligibility for FSP funding.
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8 Adds new This section requires the Commissioner, by rule, to require each school district and
§42.006(a-8) | open-enrollment charter school to annually report through PEIMS information
regarding the number of students who are enrolled in a high school equivalency
program, a dropout recovery school, or an adult education program provided under
a high school diploma and industry certification charter school program provided
by the district or school and who are at least 19 years of age and under 26 years of
age; have not previously been reported to the agency as dropouts; and enroll in the
program at the district or school after not attending school for a period of at least
nine months.

This section would also add new §42.006 (a-9) to require a student reported under
Subsection (a-8) as having enrolled in a high school equivalency program, a
dropout recovery school, or an adult education program provided under a high
school diploma and industry certification charter school program to be reported
through PEIMS as having previously dropped out of school.

9 N/A This act applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

10 N/A To ensure accurate funding; and accurate collection, analysis, and reporting of
information; the Commissioner shall update PEIMS as necessary to accommodate
reporting regarding students at least 26 years old and not more than 50 years old
enrolled in these programs.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

The Commissioner must adopt a rule imposing annual PEIMS-reporting requirements for each school district and
charter school. The Commissioner will also amend charter school rules in Title 19 of the Texas Administrative
Code, Chapter 100 related to expansion.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

Each school district and open-enrollment charter school must annually report through PEIMS information regarding
the number of students who are enrolled in a high school equivalency program, a dropout recovery school, or an
adult education program provided under a high school diploma and industry certification charter school program
provided by the district or school and who are at least 19 years of age and under 26 years of age, have not previously
been reported to the agency as dropouts, and enroll in the program at the district or school after not attending school
for a period of at least nine months.

TEA will add a new indicator for school districts and charter schools to report whether or not the student has
attended school in the last nine months: ATTEND-SCHOOL-PREV-NINE-MONTHS-INDICATOR. Additionally,
TEA will create a report that school districts and charter schools could reference to determine if a student has
previously been reported as a dropout in Texas. TEA anticipates these changes will be implemented in the 2020-
2021 school year.
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HB 1064
Author: Ashby, Trent
Sponsor: Birdwell, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 1064 designates May 4™ as Texas Firefighters Day in honor of the bravery, determination,
and service of Texas firefighters, many of whom are volunteers. Texas Firefighters Day may be regularly observed
by appropriate ceremonies and activities.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Code §662.071

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Adds Texas May 4% is designated as Texas Firefighters Day in honor of the bravery,
Government determination, and service of Texas firefighters, many of whom are volunteers.

Texas Firefighters Day may be regularly observed by appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

Effective Date: September 1, 2019

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
Observation of Texas Firefighters Day is permissive for school districts and charters.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 1143
Author: Hefner, Cole
Sponsor: Hughes, Bryan

Bill Summary: House Bill 1143 bars school districts or open-enrollment charter schools from regulating the manner
in which a handgun, firearm, or ammunition is stored in a vehicle parked in a parking lot, parking garage, or other
parking area provided by a school district or charter school.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill Statute Added or
Section Amended Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | This section bars school districts or open-enrollment charter schools from regulating

§37.0815(a) the manner in which a handgun, firearm, or ammunition is stored in a vehicle parked
in a parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area provided by a school district
or charter school.

2 N/A The bill applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately
Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 1244
Author: Ashby, Trent
Sponsor: Campbell, Donna

Bill Summary: House Bill 1244 establishes that the U.S. History end-of-course assessment must include 10
questions randomly selected by TEA from the civics test administered by the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services as part of the naturalization process.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1

Adds TEC
§39.023(c-7)

The U.S. History end-of-course assessment must include 10 questions randomly
selected by TEA from the civics test administered by the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services as part of the naturalization process.

TEA is required to ensure that the questions included in the assessment align with
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for the high school U.S. history
course. TEA must annually issue a report that does the following:
e Provides the questions included in the assessment and the answers to those
questions; and
e Details student performance on the questions included in the assessment,
both statewide and disaggregated by school district and campus.

N/A

This section establishes that this act applies to students who enter the ninth grade
during the 2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):
TEA must annually issue a report that provides the questions and answers included in the U.S history end-of-course
exam and details student performance on these questions both statewide and disaggregated by school district and

campus.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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Bill Summary: House Bill 1387 increases the number of school marshals who can be appointed to public and
private schools by reducing the current limit of 1 school marshal per 200 students to 1 school marshal per 100
students for school districts, permitting open-enrollment charter schools to appoint one or more school marshals per

HB 1387
Author: Hefner, Cole
Sponsor: Creighton, Brandon

campus, and permitting private schools to appoint one or more school marshals.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Se‘:g})n Stat:tlflg]‘(llifid or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | A school district is permitted to appoint no more than 1 school marshal for every
§37.0811(a) 100 students, rather than every 200 students. Open-enrollment charter school
governing bodies may now appoint one or more school marshals per campus, rather
than one for every 200 students.
2 Amends TEC | Section 2 permits a private school governing body to appoint one or more school
§37.0813(a) marshals, rather than one for every 200 students
3 N/A Section 3 provides that the amended provisions apply with the beginning of the
2019-2020 school year.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 1597
Author: Lambert, Stan
Sponsor: Buckingham, Dawn

Bill Summary: House Bill 1597 establishes that a student whose parent or guardian is an active-duty member of
the armed forces of the United States, including state military forces or reserve components of the armed forces,
may establish residency for the purposes of being admitted into a school district by providing a copy of a military
order that requires the parent or guardian to transfer to a military installation in or adjacent to the district’s attendance
zone. Proof of residency must be provided within 10 days of the arrival date specified in the order.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Selzgim Stat::flg:yifld or Change from Current Law
1 Amends TEC | Subsections (c-1) and (c-2) are added to mandate that school districts and open-
§25.001 enrollment charter schools accept a copy of a military order requiring the parent’s or

guardian’s transfer to a military installation in or adjacent to the attendance zone and
provide proof of residency, including in a military temporary lodging facility in the
attendance zone not later than the 10th day after the arrival date specified in the
military order.

2 Amends TEC | Section 2 applies the act to open-enrollment charter schools.

§12.104(b)

3 N/A Section 3 states that the act applies beginning with the 2019-2020 school
year.

4 N/A Section 4 states that this act prevails over another act of the 86" Legislature with
regards to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections in enacted codes.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

School districts and open-enrollment charter schools will have to change their rules with regards to what sort of

documentation they will accept for residency with this bill.

Summary of IT and Data Implications:
None
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HB 1702

Author: Howard, Donna
Sponsor: Hancock, Kelly

Bill Summary: House Bill 1702 expands the duties of an institution of higher education’s liaison officer for current
or incoming students who are or were in foster care. Liaison officers must identify students who are or were formerly
in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services from information provided to the
institution in admission or financial aid applications or other available resources. This bill creates cross-system
collaboration opportunities between high school counselors, school districts, and institutions of higher education as
students in foster care transition from high school into higher education.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill
Section

Statute Added or
Amended

Change from Current Law

1

Amends TEC
§51.9356

The heading to §51.9356 is amended to include both students who are currently
and previously in foster care, rather than just students who were previously in
foster care. The new section heading now reads “Designation of Liaison Officer
to Assist Students Who Are or Were in Foster Care.”

Amends TEC
§51.9356

Each institution of higher education must designate a liaison officer for current
and incoming students at the institution who are or were formerly in the
conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services. The
institution shall identify those students from admission or financial aid
applications or other available resources. Institutions of higher education must
provide the liaison officer the names and information of these students.

Liaison officers may participate in any training related to carrying out their duties
and coordinate with other liaison officers. The liaison officer’s name and contact
information must be publicized on the institution of higher education’s website,
social media sites, via email, or through other means of communication. In
addition, the institution must publicize information regarding support services and
other resources available to students who are or were in foster care.

N/A

The information described in section 2 of this bill must be publicized no later than

January 1, 2020.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: No

Summary of Implementation Requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 1709

Author: Gonzalez, Mary
Sponsor: Menéndez, José

Bill Summary: House Bill 1709 provides requirements of school districts or open-enrollment charter schools
related to individuals appointed as surrogate parents for students.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

Bill

Statute Added or

Change from Current Law

Section Amended
1 Amends TEC | Seven events are listed in §25.007(b)(10) that may significantly impact the
§25.007 education of a child in foster care in which school districts and charter schools
are required to notify the child’s educational decision-maker and caseworker,
including referrals for evaluation of special education or Section 504, ARD
committee meetings, reports of restraint and seclusion and use of corporal
punishment.
2 Amends TEC | This section adds the appointment of a surrogate parent for the child under
§29.0151 §29.0151 to the list of events requiring notice. Current law states a surrogate

parent appointed by a school district may not be an employee of the state, but this
is amended to state that a surrogate parent may not be an employee of TEA
(rather than the state).

Section 2 adds §29.0151(e-1) requiring that a school district provide written
notice to the child’s educational decision-maker and caseworker of the
appointment of a surrogate parent, as soon as practicable after the appointment.
Current law states that if a court appoints a surrogate parent for a child with a
disability in foster care and the school district determines the surrogate parent is
not properly performing the required duties, then the school district must consult
the Department of Family Protective Services (DFPS) and appoint another
person to serve as the surrogate parent. HB 1709 amends §29.0151(c)(1) to
require the school district to consult with DFPS regarding whether another
person should be appointed to serve as the surrogate parent.

Amends §29.0151(g) and requires that DFPS, upon notice from the school district
that the court-appointed surrogate parent is unable or unwilling to properly
perform the required duties, if DFPS agrees with the district, to notify the court
of the agreement, and requires the court to review the appointment and enter an
order to ensure the child has a surrogate parent who performed the required
duties.

Effective Date: Immediately

Does this Affect Charters: Yes

Summary of implementation requirements (rules, study, contract, pilot program, etc.):

None

Summary of IT and Data Implications:

None
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HB 1734

Author: Holland, Justin
Sponsor: Lucio, Jr., Eddie

Bill Summary: House Bill 1794 relates to litigation involving certain defects in school district facilities and
enforcement of certain duties following that litigation.

Section-by-Section Analysis:

and renumbered

Seliili})n St“iif.é?ﬁ‘lﬁd " Change from Current Law
1 Adds TEC A new su