
ATTACHMENT I 
 

Statutory Citations Relating to Proposed Amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 245, Certification of 
Educators from Other Countries 

Texas Education Code, §21.041, Rules; Fees (excerpts): 

(b) The board shall propose rules that: 

(1) provide for the regulation of educators and the general administration of this subchapter 
in a manner consistent with this subchapter; 

(4) specify the requirements for the issuance and renewal of an educator certificate; 

(5) provide for the issuance of an educator certificate to a person who holds a similar 
certificate issued by another state or foreign country, subject to Section 21.052; 

Texas Education Code, §21.048, Certification Examinations (excerpt): 

(a) The board shall propose rules prescribing comprehensive examinations for each class of 
certificate issued by the board. The commissioner shall determine the satisfactory level of 
performance required for each certification examination. For the issuance of a generalist 
certificate, the commissioner shall require a satisfactory level of examination performance in each 
core subject covered by the examination. 

Texas Education Code, §21.050, Academic Degree Required for Teaching Certificate; Internship: 

(a) A person who applies for a teaching certificate for which board rules require a bachelor's degree 
must possess a bachelor's degree received with an academic major or interdisciplinary academic 
major, including reading, other than education, that is related to the curriculum as prescribed 
under Subchapter A, Chapter 28. 

(b) The board may not require more than 18 semester credit hours of education courses at the 
baccalaureate level for the granting of a teaching certificate. The board shall provide for a 
minimum number of semester credit hours of internship to be included in the hours needed for 
certification. The board may propose rules requiring additional credit hours for certification in 
bilingual education, English as a second language, early childhood education, or special 
education. 

(c) A person who receives a bachelor's degree required for a teaching certificate on the basis of 
higher education coursework completed while receiving an exemption from tuition and fees under 
Section 54.363 may not be required to participate in any field experience or internship consisting 
of student teaching to receive a teaching certificate. 

Texas Education Code, §21.052, Certification of Educators From Outside the State, as amended by 
Senate Bill 1839, 85th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2017 (excerpts): 

 (a) The board may issue a certificate to an educator who applies for a certificate and: 

(1) holds: 

(A)AA a degree issued by an institution accredited by a regional accrediting agency or 
group that is recognized by a nationally recognized accreditation board; or 

(B) a degree issued by an institution located in a foreign country, if the degree is 
equivalent to a degree described by Paragraph (A); 

(2) holds an appropriate certificate or other credential issued by another state or country; and 



(3) performs satisfactorily on: 

(A) the examination prescribed under Section 21.048; or 

(B) if the educator holds a certificate or other credential issued by another state or 
country, an examination similar to and at least as rigorous as that described by 
Paragraph (A) administered to the educator under the authority of that state. 

(b) For purposes of Subsection (a)(2), a person is considered to hold a certificate or other credential if 
the credential is not valid solely because it has expired. 

(c) The board may issue a temporary certificate under this section to an educator who holds a degree 
required by Subsection (a)(1) and a certificate or other credential required by Subsection (a)(2) 
but who has not satisfied the requirements prescribed by Subsection (a)(3). Subject to Subsection 
(d), the board may specify the term of a temporary certificate issued under this subsection. 

(d) A temporary certificate issued under Subsection (c) to an educator employed by a school district 
that has constructed or expanded at least one instructional facility as a result of increased student 
enrollment due to actions taken under the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 
(10 U.S.C. Section 2687) may not expire before the first anniversary of the date on which the 
board completes the review of the educator's credentials and informs the educator of the 
examination or examinations under Section 21.048 on which the educator must perform 
successfully to receive a standard certificate. 

(e) An educator who has submitted all documents required by the board for certification and who 
receives a temporary certificate as provided by Subsection (c) must perform satisfactorily on the 
examination prescribed under Section 21.048 not later than the first anniversary of the date the 
board completes the review of the educator's credentials and informs the educator of the 
examination or examinations under Section 21.048 on which the educator must perform 
successfully to receive a standard certificate. 

TEC, §22.0831, National Criminal History Record Information Review of Certified Educators 
(excerpt): 

(f) The board may propose rules to implement this section, including rules establishing: 

(1) deadlines for a person to submit fingerprints and photographs in compliance with this 
section; and 

(2) sanctions for a person's failure to comply with the requirements of this section, including 
suspension or revocation of a certificate or refusal to issue a certificate. 

 


