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Statutory Citations Relating to Review of 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements 

 

Rule Review 

Texas Government Code, §2001.039, Agency Review of Existing Rules: 

(a) A state agency shall review and consider for readoption each of its rules in accordance with this 
section. 

(b) A state agency shall review a rule not later than the fourth anniversary of the date on which the 
rule takes effect and every four years after that date. The adoption of an amendment to an existing 
rule does not affect the dates on which the rule must be reviewed except that the effective date of 
an amendment is considered to be the effective date of the rule if the agency formally conducts a 
review of the rule in accordance with this section as part of the process of adopting the 
amendment. 

(c) The state agency shall readopt, readopt with amendments, or repeal a rule as the result of 
reviewing the rule under this section. 

(d) The procedures of this subchapter relating to the original adoption of a rule apply to the review of 
a rule and to the resulting repeal, readoption, or readoption with amendments of the rule, except 
as provided by this subsection. Publishing the Texas Administrative Code citation to a rule under 
review satisfies the requirements of this subchapter relating to publishing the text of the rule 
unless the agency readopts the rule with amendments as a result of the review. 

(e) A state agency's review of a rule must include an assessment of whether the reasons for initially 
adopting the rule continue to exist. 

 

19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements 

Texas Education Code (TEC), §7.102, State Board of Education Powers and Duties (excerpts): 

(c) (4) The board shall establish curriculum and graduation requirements. 

(5) The board shall establish a standard of performance considered satisfactory on student 
assessment instruments. 

(6) The board may create special-purpose school districts under Chapter 11. 

(7) The board shall provide for a training course for school district trustees under Section 
11.159. 

(8) The board shall adopt a procedure to be used for placing on probation or revoking a 
home-rule school district charter as required by Subchapter B, Chapter 12, and may place 
on probation or revoke a home-rule school district charter as provided by that subchapter. 

(9) The board may grant an open-enrollment charter or approve a charter revision as 
provided by Subchapter D, Chapter 12. 

(10) The board shall adopt rules establishing criteria for certifying hearing examiners as 
provided by Section 21.252. 



(11) The board shall adopt rules to carry out the curriculum required or authorized under 
Section 28.002. 

(12) The board shall establish guidelines for credit by examination under Section 28.023. 

(13) The board shall adopt transcript forms and standards for differentiating high school 
programs for purposes of reporting academic achievement under Section 28.025. 

(14) The board shall adopt guidelines for determining financial need for purposes of the Texas 
Advanced Placement Incentive Program under Subchapter C, Chapter 28, and may 
approve payments as provided by that subchapter. 

(28) The board shall approve a program for testing students for dyslexia and related disorders 
as provided by Section 38.003. 

TEC, §28.002, Required Curriculum, as amended by House Bill (HB) 3593, 85th Texas Legislature, 
Regular Session, 2017 (excerpts): 

(a) Each school district that offers kindergarten through grade 12 shall offer, as a required 
curriculum: 

(1) a foundation curriculum that includes: 

(A) English language arts; 

(B) mathematics; 

(C) science; and 

(D) social studies, consisting of Texas, United States, and world history, government, 
economics, with emphasis on the free enterprise system and its benefits, and 
geography; and 

(2) an enrichment curriculum that includes: 

(A) to the extent possible, languages other than English; 

(B) health, with emphasis on the importance of proper nutrition and exercise; 

(C) physical education; 

(D) fine arts; 

(E) career and technology education; 

(F) technology applications;  

(G) religious literature, including the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and New 
Testament, and its impact on history and literature; and 

(H) personal financial literacy. 

(b) The State Board of Education by rule shall designate subjects constituting a well-balanced 
curriculum to be offered by a school district that does not offer kindergarten through grade 12. 

(c) The State Board of Education, with the direct participation of educators, parents, business and 
industry representatives, and employers shall by rule identify the essential knowledge and skills 
of each subject of the required curriculum that all students should be able to demonstrate and that 
will be used in evaluating instructional materials under Chapter 31 and addressed on the 
assessment instruments required under Subchapter B, Chapter 39. As a condition of accreditation, 
the board shall require each district to provide instruction in the essential knowledge and skills at 



appropriate grade levels and to make available to each high school student in the district an 
Algebra II course. 

(f) A school district may offer courses for local credit in addition to those in the required curriculum. 
The State Board of Education shall: 

(1) be flexible in approving a course for credit for high school graduation under this 
subsection; and 

(2) approve courses in cybersecurity for credit for high school graduation under this 
subsection. 

(g-2) Each school district shall annually report to the agency the names of the courses, programs, 
institutions of higher education, and internships in which the district's students have enrolled 
under Subsection (g-1) and the names of the courses and institutions of higher education in which 
the district's students have enrolled under Subsection (g-3). The agency shall make available 
information provided under this subsection to other districts. 

(g-3) A district may also offer a course in cybersecurity that is approved by the board of trustees for 
credit without obtaining State Board of Education approval if the district partners with a public or 
private institution of higher education that offers an undergraduate degree program in 
cybersecurity to develop and provide the course. 

TEC, §28.008, Advancement of College Readiness in Curriculum (excerpt): 

(d) The State Board of Education shall incorporate college readiness standards and expectations 
approved by the commissioner of education and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
under Subsection (b) into the essential knowledge and skills identified by the board under Section 
28.002(c). The State Board of Education shall develop and by rule adopt a chart that clearly 
indicates the alignment of the college readiness standards and expectations with the essential 
knowledge and skills identified by the board under Section 28.002(c). 

TEC, §28.023, Credit by Examination, as amended by House (HB) Bill 789, 85th Texas Legislature, 
Regular Session, 2017: 

(a) Using guidelines established by the State Board of Education, a school district shall develop or 
select for review by the district board of trustees examinations for acceleration for each primary 
school grade level and for credit for secondary school academic subjects. The guidelines must 
provide for the examinations to thoroughly test comprehension of the information presented in 
the applicable grade level or subject. The board of trustees shall approve for each subject, to 
the extent available, at least four examinations that satisfy State Board of Education guidelines. 
The examinations approved by the board of trustees must include: 

(1) advanced placement examinations developed by the College Board; and 

(2) examinations administered through the College-Level Examination Program. 

(b) A school district shall give a student in a primary grade level credit for a grade level and advance 
the student one grade level on the basis of an examination for acceleration approved by the board 
of trustees under Subsection (a) if: 

(1) the student scores in the 80th percentile or above on each section of the examination; 

(2) a district representative recommends that the student be advanced; and 

(3) the student's parent or guardian gives written approval of the advancement. 



(c) A school district shall give a student in grade level six or above credit for a subject on the basis of 
an examination for credit in the subject approved by the board of trustees under Subsection (a) if 
the student scores in the 80th percentile or above on the examination or if the student achieves a 
score as provided by Subsection (c-1). If a student is given credit in a subject on the basis of an 
examination, the district shall enter the examination score on the student's transcript and the 
student is not required to take an end-of-course assessment instrument adopted under Section 
39.023(c) for that subject. 

(c-1) A school district shall give a student in grade level six or above credit for a subject if the student 
scores: 

(1) a three or higher on an advanced placement examination approved by the board of 
trustees under Subsection (a) and developed by the College Board; or 

(2) a scaled score of 50 or higher on an examination approved by the board of trustees under 
Subsection (a) and administered through the College-Level Examination Program. 

(d) Each district shall administer each examination approved by the board of trustees under 
Subsection (a) not fewer than four times each year, at times to be determined by the State Board 
of Education. 

(e) Subsection (d) does not apply to an examination that has an administration date that is established 
by an entity other than the school district. 

(f) A student may not attempt more than two times to receive credit for a particular subject on the 
basis of an examination for credit in that subject. 

(g) If a student fails to achieve the designated score described by Subsection (c) or (c-1) on an 
applicable examination described by Subsection (c) or (c-1) for a subject before the beginning of 
the school year in which the student would ordinarily be required to enroll in a course in that 
subject in accordance with the school district's prescribed course sequence, the student must 
satisfactorily complete the course to receive credit for the course. 

(h) This subsection applies only to a school district surrounded by a school district described by 
Section 11.065(a). Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a school district's board of 
trustees may establish a minimum required score for each section of an examination for 
acceleration or an examination for credit approved by the board under Subsection (a) that is 
higher than the minimum required scores under Subsections (b) and (c), respectively. A minimum 
required score established by a board of trustees under this subsection: 

(1) may be no greater than a score in the 90th percentile; 

(2) must be established before the beginning of a school year for examinations to be 
administered in the school year; and 

(3) must apply for at least the entire school year. 

TEC, §28.025, High School Diploma and Certificate; Academic Achievement Record, as amended 
by HB 3593, Senate Bill (SB) 30, SB 463, SB 671, and SB 826, 85th Texas Legislature, Regular 
Session, 2017 (excerpts): 

(a) The State Board of Education by rule shall determine curriculum requirements for the foundation 
high school program that are consistent with the required curriculum under Section 28.002. The 
State Board of Education shall designate the specific courses in the foundation curriculum under 
Section 28.002(a)(1) required under the foundation high school program. Except as provided by 
this section, the State Board of Education may not designate a specific course or a specific 
number of credits in the enrichment curriculum as requirements for the program. 



(b) A school district shall ensure that each student, on entering ninth grade, indicates in writing an 
endorsement under Subsection (c-1) that the student intends to earn. A district shall permit a 
student to choose, at any time, to earn an endorsement other than the endorsement the student 
previously indicated. A student may graduate under the foundation high school program without 
earning an endorsement if, after the student's sophomore year: 

(1) the student and the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student 
are advised by a school counselor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school 
with one or more endorsements; and 

(2) the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student files with a 
school counselor written permission, on a form adopted by the agency, allowing the 
student to graduate under the foundation high school program without earning an 
endorsement. 

(b-1) The State Board of Education by rule shall require that the curriculum requirements for the 
foundation high school program under Subsection (a) include a requirement that students 
successfully complete: 

(1) four credits in English language arts under Section 28.002(a)(1)(A), including one credit 
in English I, one credit in English II, one credit in English III, and one credit in an 
advanced English course authorized under Subsection (b-2); 

(2) three credits in mathematics under Section 28.002(a)(1)(B), including one credit in 
Algebra I, one credit in geometry, and one credit in any advanced mathematics course 
authorized under Subsection (b-2); 

(3) three credits in science under Section 28.002(a)(1)(C), including one credit in biology, 
one credit in any advanced science course authorized under Subsection (b-2), and one 
credit in integrated physics and chemistry or in an additional advanced science course 
authorized under Subsection (b-2); 

(4) three credits in social studies under Section 28.002(a)(1)(D), including one credit in 
United States history, at least one-half credit in government and at least one-half credit in 
economics, and one credit in world geography or world history; 

(5) except as provided under Subsections (b-12), (b-13), and (b-14), two credits in the same 
language in a language other than English under Section 28.002(a)(2)(A); 

(6) five elective credits; 

(7) one credit in fine arts under Section 28.002(a)(2)(D); and 

(8) except as provided by Subsection (b-11), one credit in physical education under Section 
28.002(a)(2)(C). 

(b-2) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall:  

(1) provide for a student to comply with the curriculum requirements for an advanced 
English course under Subsection (b-1)(1) [taken after successful completion of English I, 
English II, and English III] , for an advanced mathematics course under Subsection  
(b-1)(2) [taken after the successful completion of Algebra I and geometry] , and for any 
advanced science course under Subsection (b-1)(3) by successfully completing a course 
in the appropriate content area that has been approved as an advanced course by board 
rule or that is offered as an advanced course for credit without board approval as 
provided by Section 28.002(g-1) ; and  



(2) allow a student to comply with the curriculum requirements for the third and fourth 
mathematics credits under Subsection (b-1)(2) or the third and fourth science credits 
under Subsection (b-1)(3) by successfully completing an advanced career and technical 
course designated by the State Board of Education as containing substantively similar and 
rigorous academic content. 

(b-3) In adopting rules for purposes of Subsection (b-2), the State Board of Education must approve a 
variety of advanced English, mathematics, and science courses that may be taken to comply with 
the foundation high school program requirements, provided that each approved course prepares 
students to enter the workforce successfully or postsecondary education without remediation. 

(b-4) A school district may offer the curriculum described in Subsections (b-1)(1) through (4) in an 
applied manner. Courses delivered in an applied manner must cover the essential knowledge and 
skills, and the student shall be administered the applicable end-of-course assessment instrument 
as provided by Sections 39.023(c) and 39.025. 

(b-5) A school district may offer a mathematics or science course to be taken by a student after 
completion of Algebra II and physics. A course approved under this subsection must be endorsed 
by an institution of higher education as a course for which the institution would award course 
credit or as a prerequisite for a course for which the institution would award course credit. 

(b-7) The State Board of Education, in coordination with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, shall adopt rules to ensure that a student may comply with the curriculum requirements 
under the foundation high school program or for an endorsement under Subsection (c-1) by 
successfully completing appropriate courses in the core curriculum of an institution of higher 
education under Section 61.822. Notwithstanding Subsection (b-15) or (c) of this section, Section 
39.025, or any other provision of this code and notwithstanding any school district policy, a 
student who has completed the core curriculum of an institution of higher education under 
Section 61.822, as certified by the institution in accordance with commissioner rule, is considered 
to have earned a distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school program 
and is entitled to receive a high school diploma from the appropriate high school as that high 
school is determined in accordance with commissioner rule. A student who is considered to have 
earned a distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school program under this 
subsection may apply for admission to an institution of higher education for the first semester or 
other academic term after the semester or other academic term in which the student completes the 
core curriculum. 

(b-9) A school district, with the approval of the commissioner, may allow a student to satisfy the fine 
arts credit required under Subsection (b-1)(7) by participating in a community-based fine arts 
program not provided by the school district in which the student is enrolled. The fine arts 
program must provide instruction in the essential knowledge and skills identified for fine arts by 
the State Board of Education under Section 28.002(c). The fine arts program may be provided on 
or off a school campus and outside the regular school day.  

(b-10) A school district, with the approval of the commissioner, may allow a student to comply with the 
curriculum requirements for the physical education credit required under Subsection (b-1)(8) by 
participating in a private or commercially sponsored physical activity program provided on or off 
a school campus and outside the regular school day 

(b-11) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall allow a student who 
is unable to participate in physical activity due to disability or illness to substitute one credit in 
English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies, one credit in a course that is 
offered for credit as provided by Section 28.002(g-1), or one academic elective credit for the 
physical education credit required under Subsection (b-1)(8). A credit allowed to be substituted 



under this subsection may not also be used by the student to satisfy a graduation requirement 
other than completion of the physical education credit. The rules must provide that the 
determination regarding a student's ability to participate in physical activity will be made by: 

(1) if the student receives special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, the 
student's admission, review, and dismissal committee; 

(2) if the student does not receive special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 
29, but is covered by Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), 
the committee established for the student under that Act; or 

(3) if each of the committees described by Subdivisions (1) and (2) is inapplicable, a 
committee established by the school district of persons with appropriate knowledge 
regarding the student. 

(b-12) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt criteria to 
allow a student to comply with the curriculum requirements for the two credits in a language 
other than English required under Subsection (b-1)(5) by substituting two credits in computer 
programming languages, including computer coding. 

(b-13) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall allow a student to 
substitute credit in another appropriate course for the second credit in the same language in a 
language other than English otherwise required by Subsection (b-1)(5) if the student, in 
completing the first credit required under Subsection (b-1)(5), demonstrates that the student is 
unlikely to be able to complete the second credit. The board rules must establish: 

(1) the standards and, as applicable, the appropriate school personnel for making a 
determination under this subsection; and 

(2) appropriate substitute courses for purposes of this subsection. 

(b-14) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall allow a student who, 
due to disability, is unable to complete two courses in the same language in a language other than 
English, as provided under Subsection (b-1)(5), to substitute for those credits two credits in 
English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies or two credits in career and 
technology education, technology applications, or other academic electives. A credit allowed to 
be substituted under this subsection may not also be used by the student to satisfy a graduation 
credit requirement other than credit for completion of a language other than English. The rules 
must provide that the determination regarding a student's ability to participate in language-other-
than-English courses will be made by: 

(1) if the student receives special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, the 
student's admission, review, and dismissal committee; or 

(2) if the student does not receive special education services under Subchapter A, Chapter 
29, but is covered by Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), 
the committee established for the student under that Act. 

(b-15) A student may earn a distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school 
program by successfully completing: 

(1) four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra II and the courses described by 
Subsection (b-1)(2); 

(2) four credits in science, which must include the courses described by Subsection (b-1)(3); 

(3) the remaining curriculum requirements under Subsection (b-1); and 

(4) the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement under Subsection (c-1). 



(b-16) A student may satisfy an elective credit required under Subsection (b-1)(6) with a credit earned to 
satisfy the additional curriculum requirements for the distinguished level of achievement under 
the foundation high school program or an endorsement under Subsection (c-1). This subsection 
may apply to more than one elective credit. 

(b-17) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to ensure that a student may comply with the 
curriculum requirements under Subsection (b-1)(6) by successfully completing an advanced 
career and technical course, including a course that may lead to an industry-recognized credential 
or certificate or an associate degree. 

(b-18) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall allow a student to 
comply with the curriculum requirements under Subsection (b-1) by successfully completing a 
dual credit course. 

(b-19) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt criteria to 
allow a student to comply with curriculum requirements for the world geography or world history 
credit under Subsection (b-1)(4) by successfully completing a combined world history and world 
geography course developed by the State Board of Education. 

(b-20) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to include the instruction developed under Section 
28.012 in one or more courses in the required curriculum for students in grade levels 9 through 
12. 

(b-21) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt criteria to 
allow a student to comply with the curriculum requirement for one credit under Subsection  
(b-1)(5) by successfully completing a dual language immersion program under Section 28.0051 at 
an elementary school. 

(c) A person may receive a diploma if the person is eligible for a diploma under Section 28.0251. In 
other cases, a student may graduate and receive a diploma only if: 

(1) the student successfully completes the curriculum requirements identified by the State 
Board of Education under Subsection (a) and complies with Section 39.025; or 

(2) the student successfully completes an individualized education program developed under 
Section 29.005. 

(c-1) A student may earn an endorsement on the student's transcript by successfully completing 
curriculum requirements for that endorsement adopted by the State Board of Education by rule. 
The State Board of Education by rule shall provide students with multiple options for earning 
each endorsement, including, to the greatest extent possible, coherent sequences of courses. The 
State Board of Education by rule must permit a student to enroll in courses under more than one 
endorsement curriculum before the student's junior year. An endorsement under this subsection 
may be earned in any of the following categories: 

(1) science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), which includes courses 
directly related to science, including environmental science, technology, including 
computer science, cybersecurity, and computer coding, engineering, and advanced 
mathematics; 

(2) business and industry, which includes courses directly related to database management, 
information technology, communications, accounting, finance, marketing, graphic 
design, architecture, construction, welding, logistics, automotive technology, agricultural 
science, and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning; 



(3) public services, which includes courses directly related to health sciences and 
occupations, mental health, education and training, law enforcement, and culinary arts 
and hospitality; 

(4) arts and humanities, which includes courses directly related to political science, world 
languages, cultural studies, English literature, history, and fine arts; and 

(5) multidisciplinary studies, which allows a student to: 

(A) select courses from the curriculum of each endorsement area described by 
Subdivisions (1) through (4); and 

(B) earn credits in a variety of advanced courses from multiple content areas 
sufficient to complete the distinguished level of achievement under the 
foundation high school program. 

(c-2) In adopting rules under Subsection (c-1), the State Board of Education shall: 

(1) require a student in order to earn any endorsement to successfully complete: 

(A) four credits in mathematics, which must include: 

(i) the courses described by Subsection (b-1)(2); and 

(ii) an additional advanced mathematics course authorized under Subsection 
(b-2) or an advanced career and technology course designated by the 
State Board of Education; 

(B) four credits in science, which must include: 

(i) the courses described by Subsection (b-1)(3); and 

(ii) an additional advanced science course authorized under Subsection (b-2) 
or an advanced career and technology course designated by the State 
Board of Education; and 

(C) two elective credits in addition to the elective credits required under Subsection 
(b-1)(6); and 

(2) develop additional curriculum requirements for each endorsement with the direct 
participation of educators and business, labor, and industry representatives, and shall 
require each school district to report to the agency the categories of endorsements under 
Subsection (c-1) for which the district offers all courses for curriculum requirements, as 
determined by board rule. 

(c-3) In adopting rules under Subsection (c-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt criteria to 
allow a student participating in the arts and humanities endorsement under Subsection (c-1)(4), 
with the written permission of the student's parent or a person standing in parental relation to the 
student, to comply with the curriculum requirements for science required under Subsection (c-
2)(1)(B)(ii) by substituting for an advanced course requirement a course related to that 
endorsement. 

(c-4) Each school district must make available to high school students courses that allow a student to 
complete the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement under Subsection (c-1). A 
school district that offers only one endorsement curriculum must offer the multidisciplinary 
studies endorsement curriculum. 

(c-5) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript by satisfying the 
requirements for that acknowledgment adopted by the State Board of Education by rule. An 
acknowledgment under this subsection may be earned: 



(1) for outstanding performance: 

(A) in a dual credit course; 

(B) in bilingualism and biliteracy; 

(C) on a college advanced placement test or international baccalaureate examination; 

(D) on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced preliminary 
college preparation assessment instrument used to measure a student's progress 
toward readiness for college and the workplace; or 

(E) on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced assessment 
instrument used by colleges and universities as part of their undergraduate 
admissions process; or 

(2) for earning a state recognized or nationally or internationally recognized business or 
industry certification or license. 

(c-6) Notwithstanding Subsection (c), a person may receive a diploma if the person is eligible for a 
diploma under Section 28.0258. This subsection expires September 1, 2019 [2017] . 

(c-10) In adopting rules under Subsection (c-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt or select five 
technology applications courses on cybersecurity to be included in a cybersecurity pathway for 
the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics endorsement. 

(d) A school district may issue a certificate of coursework completion to a student who successfully 
completes the curriculum requirements identified by the State Board of Education under 
Subsection (a) but who fails to comply with Section 39.025. A school district may allow a student 
who receives a certificate to participate in a graduation ceremony with students receiving high 
school diplomas. 

(e) Each school district shall report the academic achievement record of students who have 
completed the foundation high school program on transcript forms adopted by the State Board of 
Education. The transcript forms adopted by the board must be designed to clearly identify 
whether a student received a diploma or a certificate of coursework completion. 

(e-1) A school district shall clearly indicate a distinguished level of achievement under the foundation 
high school program as described by Subsection (b-15), an endorsement described by Subsection 
(c-1), and a performance acknowledgment described by Subsection (c-5) on the transcript of a 
student who satisfies the applicable requirements. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules 
as necessary to administer this subsection. 

(e-2) At the end of each school year, each school district shall report through the Public Education 
Information Management System (PEIMS) the number of district students who, during that 
school year, were: 

(1) enrolled in the foundation high school program; 

(2) pursuing the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school 
program as provided by Subsection (b-15); and 

(3) enrolled in a program to earn an endorsement described by Subsection (c-1). 

(e-3) Information reported under Subsection (e-2) must be disaggregated by all student groups served 
by the district, including categories of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sex, and populations 
served by special programs, including students in special education programs under Subchapter 
A, Chapter 29. 



(f) A school district shall issue a certificate of attendance to a student who receives special education 
services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, and who has completed four years of high school but 
has not completed the student's individualized education program. A school district shall allow a 
student who receives a certificate to participate in a graduation ceremony with students receiving 
high school diplomas. A student may participate in only one graduation ceremony under this 
subsection. This subsection does not preclude a student from receiving a diploma under 
Subsection (c)(2). 

(h) The commissioner by rule shall adopt a transition plan to implement and administer the 
amendments made by H.B. No. 5, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, replacing the 
minimum, recommended, and advanced high school programs with the foundation high school 
program beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. Under the transition plan, a student who 
entered the ninth grade before the 2014-2015 school year must be permitted to complete the 
curriculum requirements required for high school graduation under: 

(1) the foundation high school program, if the student chooses during the 2014-2015 school 
year to take courses under this program; 

(2) the minimum high school program, as that program existed before the adoption of H.B. 
No. 5, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, if the student was participating in that 
program before the 2014-2015 school year; 

(3) the recommended high school program, as that program existed before the adoption of 
H.B. No. 5, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, if the student was participating in 
that program before the 2014-2015 school year; or 

(4) the advanced high school program, as that program existed before the adoption of H.B. 
No. 5, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, if the student was participating in that 
program before the 2014-2015 school year. 

(h-1) This subsection and Subsection (h) expire September 1, 2018. 

(i) If an 11th or 12th grade student who is homeless or in the conservatorship of the Department of 
Family and Protective Services transfers to a different school district and the student is ineligible 
to graduate from the district to which the student transfers, the district from which the student 
transferred shall award a diploma at the student's request, if the student meets the graduation 
requirements of the district from which the student transferred. In this subsection, "student who is 
homeless" has the meaning assigned to the term "homeless children and youths" under 42 U.S.C. 
Section 11434a. 

TEC, §28.053, Types of Awards: 

(a) A school participating in the program may be awarded: 

(1) a one-time $3,000 equipment grant for providing a college advanced placement course or 
international baccalaureate course to be paid to a school based on need as determined by 
the commissioner; and 

(2) $100 for each student who scores a three or better on a college advanced placement test 
or four or better on an international baccalaureate examination. 

(b) Funds awarded under Subsection (a) shall be used in the manner determined by the campus team 
established, by the principal, under Subsection (c). 

(c) The principal of each school participating in the program shall convene, at least annually, a team 
composed of not more than five members, with not fewer than three teachers, to include at least 
one teacher participating in the program and at least one teacher who teaches students in 



preparation for their participation in the program, for the purpose of determining the use of funds 
awarded under Subsection (a). Nothing in this section limits the authority of the team to direct 
expenditure of funds awarded under Subsection (a)(2) for awards to individual teachers 
participating in the program. 

(d) A teacher participating in the program may be awarded: 

(1) subsidized teacher training, not to exceed $450 for each teacher, for a college advanced 
placement course or an international baccalaureate course; 

(2) a one-time award of $250 for teaching a college advanced placement course or an 
international baccalaureate course for the first time; and 

(3) a share of the teacher bonus pool, which shall be distributed by the teacher's school in 
shares proportional to the number of courses taught. 

(e) To be eligible for an award under Subsection (d), a teacher must teach a college advanced 
placement course or an international baccalaureate course. 

(f) Fifty dollars may be deposited in the teacher bonus pool for each student enrolled in the school 
that scores a three or better on a college advanced placement test or four or better on an 
international baccalaureate examination. 

(g) A student receiving a score of three or better on a college advanced placement test or four or 
better on an international baccalaureate examination may receive reimbursement, not to exceed 
$65, for the testing fee. The reimbursement shall be reduced by the amount of any subsidy 
awarded by the college board or the International Baccalaureate Organization or under Section 
28.054. 

(h) The commissioner may enter into agreements with the college board and the International 
Baccalaureate Organization to pay for all examinations taken by eligible public school students. 
An eligible student is a student who: 

(1) takes a college advanced placement or international baccalaureate course at a public 
school or who is recommended by the student's principal or teacher to take the test; and 

(2) demonstrates financial need as determined in accordance with guidelines adopted by the 
board that are consistent with the definition of financial need adopted by the college 
board or the International Baccalaureate Organization. 

(i) The commissioner shall analyze and adjust, as needed, the sum of and number of awards to 
ensure that the purpose of the program is realized. 

TEC, §28.054, Subsidies for College Advanced Placement Test or International Baccalaureate 
Examination: 

(a) A student is entitled to a subsidy for a fee paid by the student to take a college advanced 
placement test or an international baccalaureate examination if the student demonstrates financial 
need. The board shall adopt guidelines for determining financial need consistent with the 
definition of financial need adopted by the college board or the International Baccalaureate 
Organization. 

(b) To obtain a subsidy under this section, a student must: 

(1) pay the fee for each test or examination for which the student seeks a subsidy; and 

(2) submit to the board through the student's school counselor a written application on a form 
prescribed by the commissioner demonstrating financial need and the amount of the fee 
paid by the student for each test or examination. 



(c) On approval by the board, the agency may pay each eligible applicant an equal amount, not to 
exceed $25 for each applicant. 

TEC, §29.907, Celebrate Freedom Week: 

(a) To educate students about the sacrifices made for freedom in the founding of this country and the 
values on which this country was founded, the week in which September 17 falls is designated as 
Celebrate Freedom Week in public schools. For purposes of this subsection, Sunday is considered 
the first day of the week. 

(b) The agency, in cooperation with other state agencies who voluntarily participate, may promote 
Celebrate Freedom Week through a coordinated program. Nothing in this subsection shall give 
any other state agency the authority to develop a program that provides instruction unless funds 
are specifically appropriated to that agency for that purpose. 

TEC, §38.003, Screening and Treatment for Dyslexia and Related Disorders, as amended by HB 
1886, 85th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2017: 

(a) Students enrolling in public schools in this state shall be screened or tested , as appropriate, for 
dyslexia and related disorders at appropriate times in accordance with a program approved by the 
State Board of Education. The program must include screening at the end of the school year of 
each student in kindergarten and each student in the first grade. 

(b) In accordance with the program approved by the State Board of Education, the board of trustees 
of each school district shall provide for the treatment of any student determined to have dyslexia 
or a related disorder. 

(b-1) Unless otherwise provided by law, a student determined to have dyslexia during screening or 
testing under Subsection (a) or accommodated because of dyslexia may not be rescreened or 
retested for dyslexia for the purpose of reassessing the student's need for accommodations until 
the district reevaluates the information obtained from previous screening or testing of the student. 

(c) The State Board of Education shall adopt any rules and standards necessary to administer this 
section. 

(d) In this section: 

(1) "Dyslexia" means a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning 
to read, write, or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and 
sociocultural opportunity. 

(2) "Related disorders" includes disorders similar to or related to dyslexia, such as 
developmental auditory imperception, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia, 
developmental dysgraphia, and developmental spelling disability. 

TEC, §33.081, Extracurricular Activities: 

(a) The State Board of Education by rule shall limit participation in and practice for extracurricular 
activities during the school day and the school week. The rules must, to the extent possible, 
preserve the school day for academic activities without interruption for extracurricular activities. 
In scheduling those activities and practices, a school district must comply with the rules of the 
board. 

(b) A student enrolled in a school district in this state or who participates in an extracurricular 
activity or a University Interscholastic League competition is subject to school district policy and 
University Interscholastic League rules regarding participation only when the student is under the 



direct supervision of an employee of the school or district in which the student is enrolled or at 
any other time specified by resolution of the board of trustees of the district. 

(c) A student who is enrolled in a school district in this state or who participates in a University 
Interscholastic League competition shall be suspended from participation in any extracurricular 
activity sponsored or sanctioned by the school district or the University Interscholastic League 
after a grade evaluation period in which the student received a grade lower than the equivalent of 
70 on a scale of 100 in any academic class other than a course described by Subsection (d-1). A 
suspension continues for at least three school weeks and is not removed during the school year 
until the conditions of Subsection (d) are met. A suspension does not last beyond the end of a 
school year. For purposes of this subsection, "grade evaluation period" means: 

(1) the six-week grade reporting period; or 

(2) the first six weeks of a semester and each grade reporting period thereafter, in the case of 
a district with a grade reporting period longer than six weeks. 

(d) Until the suspension is removed under this subsection or the school year ends, a school district 
shall review the grades of a student suspended under Subsection (c) at the end of each three-week 
period following the date on which the suspension began. At the time of a review, the suspension 
is removed if the student's grade in each class, other than a course described by Subsection (d-1), 
is equal to or greater than the equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100. The principal and each of the 
student's teachers shall make the determination concerning the student's grades. 

(d-1) Subsections (c) and (d) do not apply to an advanced placement or international baccalaureate 
course, or to an honors or dual credit course in the subject areas of English language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, economics, or a language other than English. The agency 
shall review on a biennial basis courses described by this subsection to determine if other courses 
should be excluded from the requirement that a student be suspended from participation in an 
extracurricular activity under Subsection (c). Not later than January 1 of each odd-numbered year, 
the agency shall report the findings under this subsection to the legislature. 

(e) Suspension of a student with a disability that significantly interferes with the student's ability to 
meet regular academic standards must be based on the student's failure to meet the requirements 
of the student's individualized education program. The determination of whether a disability 
significantly interferes with a student's ability to meet regular academic standards must be made 
by the student's admission, review, and dismissal committee. For purposes of this subsection, 
"student with a disability" means a student who is eligible for a district's special education 
program under Section 29.003(b). 

(f) A student suspended under this section may practice or rehearse with other students for an 
extracurricular activity but may not participate in a competition or other public performance. 

(g) An appeal to the commissioner is not a contested case under Chapter 2001, Government Code, if 
the issues presented relate to a student's eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities, 
including issues related to the student's grades or the school district's grading policy as applied to 
the student's eligibility. The commissioner may delegate the matter for decision to a person the 
commissioner designates. The decision of the commissioner or the commissioner's designee in a 
matter governed by this subsection may not be appealed except on the grounds that the decision is 
arbitrary or capricious. Evidence may not be introduced on appeal other than the record of the 
evidence before the commissioner. 


