
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) proposes an amendment to §61.1025, concerning Public Education Information 
Management System (PEIMS) data and reporting standards. The proposed amendment would implement changes 
made by House Bill (HB) 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019, by incorporating an additional reporting requirement 
about students who withdraw from or otherwise no longer attend public school. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: Section 61.1025 defines the data and reporting 
standards for the PEIMS established by Texas Education Code (TEC), §48.008 and §48.009, as transferred, 
redesignated, and amended by HB 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019.  
 
The proposed amendment to §61.1025 would codify the requirement to include pregnancy as a reason a student 
withdraws from or otherwise no longer attends public school in the information reported by school districts for 
students who leave the Texas public school system. Currently, pregnancy is not available as a reporting reason for 
students who leave Texas public schools. 
 
In addition, the proposed amendment would update references to align with HB 3, which transferred and 
redesignated TEC, §42.006, to TEC, §48.008 and §48.009. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Jeff Cottrill, deputy commissioner for governance and accountability, has determined that for 
the first five-year period the proposal is in effect there are no additional costs to state or local government, including 
school districts and open-enrollment charter schools, required to comply with the proposal. 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT: The proposal has no effect on local economy; therefore, no local employment 
impact statement is required under Texas Government Code, §2001.022. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS, MICROBUSINESS, AND RURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT: The proposal has no direct 
adverse economic impact for small businesses, microbusinesses, or rural communities; therefore, no regulatory 
flexibility analysis, specified in Texas Government Code, §2006.002, is required. 
 
COST INCREASE TO REGULATED PERSONS: The proposal does not impose a cost on regulated persons, 
another state agency, a special district, or a local government and, therefore, is not subject to Texas Government 
Code, §2001.0045. 
 
TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT: The proposal does not impose a burden on private real property and, 
therefore, does not constitute a taking under Texas Government Code, §2007.043.  
 
GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT: TEA staff prepared a Government Growth Impact Statement assessment for 
this proposed rulemaking. During the first five years the proposed rulemaking would be in effect, it would not create 
or eliminate a government program; would not require the creation of new employee positions or elimination of 
existing employee positions; would not require an increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the 
agency; would not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency; would not create a new regulation; 
would not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation; would not increase or decrease the number of individuals 
subject to its applicability; and would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy.  
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST TO PERSONS: Mr. Cottrill has determined that for each year of the first five years 
the proposal is in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing the proposal would be implementing 
HB 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019. There is no anticipated economic cost to persons who are required to comply 
with the proposal. 
 
DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: The proposal would have a data and reporting impact by adding a new code 
to an existing data collection. School districts are currently required to report a reason for a student leaving Texas 
public schools. Under the proposed amendment, a school district could use pregnancy as the reason a student 
withdraws from or otherwise no longer attends public school. 
 
PRINCIPAL AND CLASSROOM TEACHER PAPERWORK REQUIREMENTS: TEA has determined that the 
proposal would not require a written report or other paperwork to be completed by a principal or classroom teacher. 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The public comment period on the proposal begins August 21, 2020, and ends October 5, 
2020. A request for a public hearing on the proposal submitted under the Administrative Procedure Act must be 
received by the commissioner of education not more than 14 calendar days after notice of the proposal has been 
published in the Texas Register on August 21, 2020. A form for submitting public comments is available on the 
TEA website at 
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Laws_and_Rules/Commissioner_Rules_(TAC)/Proposed_Commissioner_of_Educ
ation_Rules/.  
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The amendment is proposed under Texas Education Code (TEC), §48.008, as 
transferred, redesignated, and amended by House Bill (HB) 3, 86th Texas Legislature, 2019, which establishes the 
Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), a system school districts shall use to report 
information to the agency; and TEC, §48.009, as transferred, redesignated, and amended by HB 3, 86th Texas 
Legislature, 2019, which specifies certain required reporting by school districts through PEIMS. 
 
CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The amendment implements Texas Education Code, §48.008 and §48.009. 
 
<rule> 
 

§61.1025. Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) Data and Reporting Standards. 

(a) Data submissions. The Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) consists of all data 
submitted by school districts, charter schools, campuses, and other educational organizations and entities to 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA). 

(b) Standards. Data standards, established by the commissioner of education under Texas Education Code 
(TEC), §48.008 [§42.006] , shall be used by school districts and charter schools to submit information 
required for the legislature and the TEA to perform their legally authorized functions. Data standards shall 
be published annually in official TEA publications. These publications shall be widely disseminated and 
include: 

(1) descriptions of the data collections and submission requirements; 

(2) descriptions of data elements and the codes used to report them , which include pregnancy as a 
reason a student withdraws from or otherwise no longer attends public school ; 

(3) detailed responsibilities of school districts, education service centers, and the TEA in connection 
with the data submission processes, including each deadline for submission and resubmission; and 

(4) descriptions of the data submission requirements, including submission record layout 
specifications and data edit specifications. 

(c) External review process. The commissioner shall establish a policy advisory group that provides oversight 
of data collections and reporting standards policies. The policy advisory group membership shall be 
composed of representatives of school districts, charter schools, education service centers, state 
government, and educational associations. Subcommittees consisting of technical experts and 
representatives from user groups may be established by the commissioner to provide timely and impartial 
reviews of requested changes or additions to TEA data collections and reporting standards. The procedure 
for adding, deleting, or modifying data elements described in paragraphs (1)-(5) of this subsection provides 
consistency in updates to the data and reporting standards. The commissioner may approve changes to the 
data and reporting standards outside this process if necessary to expedite implementation of data collections 
and reporting. 

(1) Prepare proposal. A written proposal is prepared to add, delete, or modify data elements. The 
proposal provides justification for the data collection, determination of data availability, and 
definitions of critical attributes and required analyses of requested data elements. 

(2) Conduct research. Survey a sampling of districts to update and refine cost estimates, assess district 
burden, and determine any benefits from a pilot of the data collection. 



(3) Solicit feedback. The subcommittee(s) established by the commissioner and other appropriate 
TEA committees review proposals and make formal, written recommendations to the policy 
advisory group. The policy advisory group reviews proposals and committee recommendations 
and makes recommendations to the commissioner for approval, modification, or rejection of the 
proposed changes. 

(4) Collect data. Data standards and software made available to districts online are updated annually, 
implementing changes to data submissions requirements. 

(5) Reevaluate data requirements. All data elements are reviewed by the commissioner-appointed 
subcommittee(s) and policy advisory group on a three-year cycle as part of an ongoing sunset 
process. The sunset process is designed to ensure that data standards meet the requirements 
specified in TEC, §48.008(c)(1)-(3) [§42.006(c)(1)-(3)] and (d).  

(d) Internal review process. The commissioner shall establish and determine the membership of a TEA 
committee that provides oversight of the TEA data collections and reporting policies. The commissioner 
shall also establish a TEA subcommittee that reviews data collections and reporting standards according to 
the requirements specified in TEC, §48.008(c)(1)-(3) [§42.006(c)(1)-(3)] and (d). The subcommittee is also 
responsible for maintaining data collections at the TEA. The procedure for adding, deleting, or modifying 
data elements described in subsection (c)(1)-(5) of this section provides consistency in updates to data and 
reporting standards. The commissioner may approve changes to data and reporting standards outside this 
process if necessary to expedite implementation. 
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