
 
This LOI application must be submitted via email to loiapplications@tea.texas.gov. 
 
The LOI application may be signed with a digital ID or it may be signed by hand. Both forms of signature 
are acceptable.  
 
TEA must receive the application by 11:59 p.m. CT, April 12, 2021. 

2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOI 
Letter of Interest (LOI) Application Due 11:59 p.m. CT, April 12, 2021   

Application stamp-in date and time

Grant period from May 27, 2021 to June 15, 2023

Required Attachments

2. Attachment 1: CCRSM Crosswalk 
3. Attachment 2: Letter of Instructional Assurances 
4. Attachment 3: Letter of Hiring Assurances from Higher Education Partner(s) 
5. Attachment 4: Participant Roster 
6. Attachment 5: Letter of Educators' Commitment

SAS # 576-21 2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOI 

NOGA ID

701-21-113RFA # Page 1 of 7

General Appropriations Act, Article III, Rider 49, 86 TX Legislature; TEC §29.908(b) & 102.1091 Authorizing legislation

Pre-award costs are not permitted for this LOI.

1. Excel workbook with the grant's budget schedules (linked along with this form on the TEA Grants Opportunities page)

Applicant Information

Amendment Number

Amendment number (For amendments only; enter N/A when completing this form to apply for grant funds): 

Organization CDN

Vendor ID

ESC DUNS

Address City ZIP

Primary Contact Email Phone

Secondary Contact Email Phone

Certification and Incorporation
I understand that this application constitutes an offer and, if accepted by TEA or renegotiated to acceptance, will form a 
binding agreement. I hereby certify that the information contained in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, correct 
and that the organization named above has authorized me as its representative to obligate this organization in a legally 
binding contractual agreement. I certify that any ensuing program and activity will be conducted in accordance and 
compliance with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations.  
I further certify my acceptance of the requirements conveyed in the following portions of the LOI application, as applicable, 
and that these documents are incorporated by reference as part of the LOI application and Notice of Grant Award (NOGA): 

LOI application, guidelines, and instructions

General and application-specific Provisions and Assurances

Debarment and Suspension Certification

Lobbying Certification

Authorized Official Name Title

Email Phone

Signature Date

Campus
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

Statutory/Program Assurances
The following assurances apply to this program. In order to meet the requirements of the program, the applicant must 
comply with these assurances. 
Check each of the following boxes to indicate your compliance.

4. The applicant provides assurance that program funds will supplement (increase the level of service), and not supplant 
(replace) state mandates, State Board of Education rules, and activities previously conducted with state or local funds. The 
applicant provides assurance that state or local funds may not be decreased or diverted for other purposes merely 
because of the availability of these funds. The applicant provides assurance that program services and activities to be 
funded from this LOI will be supplementary to existing services and activities and will not be used for any services or 
activities required by state law, State Board of Education rules, or local policy.

5. The applicant provides assurance that the application does not contain any information that would be protected by the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) from general release to the public.

6.  The applicant provides assurance to adhere to all the Statutory and TEA Program requirements as noted in the 
2021-2023 CCRSM Expansion of Educators Eligible to Teach College Courses LOI Program Guidelines.

8. The applicant provides assurance to adhere to all the Performance Measures, as noted in the 2021-2023 CCRSM 
Expansion of Educators Eligible to Teach College Courses Program Guidelines, and shall provide to TEA, upon request, any 
performance data necessary to assess the success of the program.

1.  The applicant provides assurances that a maximum of $25,000 will be requested for reimbursement per educator for 
expenses related to tuition, fees, and travel during the life of the grant. Additional costs will be the responsibility of the 
LEA or participant upon a local agreement.

2.  The applicant provides assurances that all participants serve within the eligible CCRSM in the 2021-2022 school year. 
Participating educators must each sign a Letter of Educator’s Commitment which will be collectively submitted as 
Attachment #5.  
3.  The applicant provides assurances that successful completion is defined as an average of 75% or higher in each course 
completed. All expenses related to participation in the accelerated credentialing program (e.g., tuition and fees, 
textbooks, travel expenses) are eligible for reimbursement by TEA upon successful completion of courses per term.

7. The CCRSM program leader(s) will submit a CCRSM designation (renewal) application for designation in 2022-2023 and 
for designation in 2023-2024.  

9.  The applicant provides assurances that an academic year signed and dated memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
with the dual credit provider will be publicly posted by August 15, 2021. The MOU must address the following elements: 
Eligible courses; Student eligibility; Location of the class; Composition of students in the class; Faculty selection, 
supervision, and evaluation; Course Curriculum, Instructional Materials and calendar; Academic policies and student 
support services; Data-sharing policies and procedures; Courses of study that lead to an associate degree or up to 60 
hours of college credit toward a 4-year degree; Administration of statewide assessments; Transcription of credit and 
Funding.

Shared services arrangements (SSAs) are permitted for this grant. Check the box below if applying as fiscal agent. 

Shared Services Arrangements

The LEA or ESC submitting this application is the fiscal agent of a planned SSA. All participating agencies will enter into 
a written SSA agreement describing the fiscal agent and SSA member responsibilities. All participants understand that 
the "Shared Services Arrangement Attachment" must be completed and signed by all SSA members and submitted to 
TEA before the NOGA is issued. 
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Amendment #Vendor IDCDN

TEA Program Requirements
1. Identification of Needs: Describe your plan for identifying dual credit faculty needs for this grant, as well as in the future. 
What systems will you put in place to ensure each CCRSM cohort is offered a sequence of coursework which will lead to a 
postsecondary credential?

2. Program Design: Name the university partner(s) which will provide graduate level instruction to participating educators. 
Describe in detail how the LEA will coordinate with the university partner(s) to design an accelerated credentialing program. 
What are the university's roles and responsibilities in building a program to expand the number of educators credentialed to 
teacher college courses?



SAS # 576-21 2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOI 701-21-113RFA # Page 4 of 7

Amendment #Vendor IDCDN

TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)

3. Hiring: Name the dual credit provider(s) who will hire educators. How will the applicant collaborate with the dual credit 
provider? What steps will take place to ensure that the courses taken by the educator will meet the accrediting standards of 
the hiring dual credit provider? What are the roles and responsibilities of the hiring dual credit provider? 

4. Sustainability Plan: Describe the sustainability plan to be implemented which can support the ongoing efforts of the 
CCRSM campus(es) to address capacity challenges for offering college-level courses beyond the life of the grant. How will 
the applicant build upon the success of this program to expand college course offerings for high school students in the 
future.  
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)
5. Recruitment and Retention: How were teachers identified and recruited? What new practices will be put into place to 
support their completion of the accelerated credentialing program? What commitment has the applicant made to 
educators to ensure that they will be able to teach college courses upon satisfaction of meeting credentialing 
requirements? What commitment has the applicant asked of educators to ensure that they will continue to serve the 
CCRSM beyond the grant period to teach college-level courses?
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

Include a narrative describing how the proposed budget will support the needs and goals of the program, including for 
staffing, instructional expenses, supplies, materials, contracts, travel, etc. Describe any matches that are anticipated to 
support this program, either by the LEA, college partner, or educator. Describe the disbursement plan for the expenses 
incurred by educators participating in the program. Describe anticipated risks for this project and the adjustments which 
may be made over the course of the grant period. 

Budget Narrative
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

Appendix I: Amendment Description and Purpose (leave this section blank when completing the initial application for funding)

An amendment must be submitted when the program plan or budget is altered for the reasons described in the 
"When to Amend the Application" document posted on the Administering a Grant page. The following are required to 
be submitted for an amendment: (1) Page 1 of the application with updated contact information and current 
authorized official's signature and date, (2) Appendix I with changes identified and described, (3) all updated sections 
of the application or budget affected by the changes identified below, and, if applicable, (4) Amended Budget 
Request. Amendment Instructions with more details can be found on the last tab of the budget template. 
 

You may duplicate this page

Amended Section Reason for Amendment

https://tea.texas.gov/Finance_and_Grants/Administering_a_Grant.aspx

This LOI application must be submitted via email to loiapplications@tea.texas.gov.
The LOI application may be signed with a digital ID or it may be signed by hand. Both forms of signature are acceptable. 
TEA must receive the application by 11:59 p.m. CT, April 12, 2021. 
TEA logo
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2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOILetter of Interest (LOI) Application Due 11:59 p.m. CT, April 12, 2021                   
Application stamp-in date and time
Grant period from
For TEA use only
May 27, 2021 to June 15, 2023
Required Attachments
2. Attachment 1: CCRSM Crosswalk 3. Attachment 2: Letter of Instructional Assurances 4. Attachment 3: Letter of Hiring Assurances from Higher Education Partner(s) 5. Attachment 4: Participant Roster 6. Attachment 5: Letter of Educators' Commitment
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2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOI 
For TEA use only
NOGA ID
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Page  of 
For TEA use only
General Appropriations Act, Article III, Rider 49, 86 TX Legislature; TEC §29.908(b) & 102.1091 
Authorizing legislation
Pre-award costs are not permitted for this LOI.
1. Excel workbook with the grant's budget schedules (linked along with this form on the TEA Grants Opportunities page)
SAS #
576-21
2021-2023 Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRSM LOI 
701-21-113
RFA #
Page  of 
Applicant Information
Amendment Number
Certification and Incorporation
I understand that this application constitutes an offer and, if accepted by TEA or renegotiated to acceptance, will form a binding agreement. I hereby certify that the information contained in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, correct and that the organization named above has authorized me as its representative to obligate this organization in a legally binding contractual agreement. I certify that any ensuing program and activity will be conducted in accordance and compliance with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations.  I further certify my acceptance of the requirements conveyed in the following portions of the LOI application, as applicable, and that these documents are incorporated by reference as part of the LOI application and Notice of Grant Award (NOGA): 
Statutory/Program Assurances
The following assurances apply to this program. In order to meet the requirements of the program, the applicant must comply with these assurances.
Check each of the following boxes to indicate your compliance.
Shared services arrangements (SSAs) are permitted for this grant. Check the box below if applying as fiscal agent. 
Shared Services Arrangements
TEA Program Requirements
1. Identification of Needs: Describe your plan for identifying dual credit faculty needs for this grant, as well as in the future. What systems will you put in place to ensure each CCRSM cohort is offered a sequence of coursework which will lead to a postsecondary credential?
Provide an overview of the program to be implemented with grant funds. Include the overall mission and specific needs of the organization. Describe how the program will address the mission and needs. 
2. Program Design: Name the university partner(s) which will provide graduate level instruction to participating educators. Describe in detail how the LEA will coordinate with the university partner(s) to design an accelerated credentialing program. What are the university's roles and responsibilities in building a program to expand the number of educators credentialed to teacher college courses?
Provide an overview of the program to be implemented with grant funds. Include the overall mission and specific needs of the organization. Describe how the program will address the mission and needs. 
TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)
TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)
Budget Narrative
Appendix I: Amendment Description and Purpose (leave this section blank when completing the initial application for funding)
An amendment must be submitted when the program plan or budget is altered for the reasons described in the "When to Amend the Application" document posted on the Administering a Grant page. The following are required to be submitted for an amendment: (1) Page 1 of the application with updated contact information and current authorized official's signature and date, (2) Appendix I with changes identified and described, (3) all updated sections of the application or budget affected by the changes identified below, and, if applicable, (4) Amended Budget Request. Amendment Instructions with more details can be found on the last tab of the budget template.
You may duplicate this page
Amended Section
Reason for Amendment
9.0.0.0.20091029.1.612548.606130
Participant support
Pioneer Technology & Arts Academy
10
080012141
15720 Hillcrest Rd
Dallas
75248
shubham pandey
shubham@ptaaschool.org
6122076438
Sonya Gracy
sgracy@ptaaschool.org
9726583902
Shubham Pandey
Superintendent
shubham@ptaaschool.org
6122076438
001, 002, 003
Hiring Providers: Abilene Christian University will offer the courses leading to a dual credit credential and hire those educators at PTAA Mesquite and PTAA Fate who complete their accelerated program. TAMU-Commerce will offer the courses leading to a dual credit credential and hire those educators at PTAA Greenville who complete their accelerated program. Both Abilene Christian University and TAMU-Commerce are accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) and have designed their accelerated graduate distance learning programs to meet the SACCOC standards. Roles and Responsibilities of Hiring Provider:  TAMU-Commerce and Abilene Christian University Dual Credit Coordinators will conduct program review and evaluation processes including negotiation of the official agreement for partnership between each college and PTAA, securing signatures; informing educators of the registration process and recording of educator grades; preparing educator participation reports. Each semester, the coordinators will provide educators with copies of transcripts needed for reimbursement of tuition and fees. The coordinator also serves as the primary liaison between PTAA and the college and ensures compliance with state, SASCOC, and other standards PTAA educators will meet with the college faculty advisor in the applicable content area department to select each semester’s courses to ensure progress toward credential. Dual Credit educators must meet the same standards (including minimal requirements of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools) and approval procedures used by the colleges to select faculty responsible for teaching the same courses at the main campus of the college. Colleges are responsible to ensure that standard is upheld and  for justifying and documenting the qualifications of its faculty. Colleges are responsible for the college course materials and awards the college credit upon successful completion of the dual credit course. The high school is responsible for determining the specific high school credit that will be awarded for the college course. The high school and college work together to determine appropriate high school credit to be awarded upon successful completion of the course
Pioneer Technology & Arts Academy (PTAA) has three campuses currently designated as a PTECH Academies and as such, has maintained IHE dual credit agreements with Dallas Community Colleges and Paris Community College. The proposed grant is an allows new partnerships with Abilene Christian University and Texas A & M University-Commerce to offer accelerated graduate courses leading to a dual credit credential. Each of these IHEs has a vested interest in the ability of PTAA instructors to prepare students to be successful in postsecondary endeavors since our students are likely to attend these institutions for postsecondary degrees. Both Abilene Christian University and TAMU-Commerce have expressed interest in continuing to allow our instructors to take courses at their institutions to lead to a dual credit credential, considering that tuition rates are reasonable. PTAA will explore options to offer tuition offset for instructors in exchange for multiyear contractual agreements and the maintenance of minimum GPA standards. In addition, PTAA Board members have developed scholarships for graduating seniors, and will develop scholarships for the credentialling of PTAA dual credit educators after the grant period ends. Several businesses and industries have expressed interest in raising funds for this purpose. PTAA has, from its inception, been successful in securing grant funding, and conducting fundraising to meet the needs of its students and their families. The expansion of dual credit offerings and the completion of dual credit courses with the goal of attaining a postsecondary credential is integral to our mission of equity in educational opportunity for underserved populations.
Recruitment and Retention  PTAA campus principals held multiple meetings to make staff aware of the Expansion of Dual Credit Faculty for CCRM Grant and its particulars; these information sessions included discussion of requirements and  relevant questions were answered; expectations for the accelerated distance learning  programs were also outlined, and the reimbursement process was explained, as was the cap of funding for each participant and for each campus. All staff at each campus were invited to complete the participant roster and profile data. Additional questions that arose were emailed to principals and received timely responses. To support their continuation and completion of the accelerated credentialing programs, teachers who participate in graduate courses will be mentored by PTAA Advisory Board members to support their progress. PTAA made a commitment to teachers who become dual credit credentialed that they will be employed to teach dual credit courses beginning in 2023. PTAA also made a commitment to employ these teachers through 2025.
Low income and minority students historically have lower rates of college attendance and matriculation.  One of the factors is lack of support for students attending college. Many low income and minority students are the first in their family to attend college and do not have the support mechanisms in place to help them succeed. The CCRSM Grant model will allow our students to participate in dual credit college coursework taught by educators they know, and who know them on their home campus.  We believe that the additional support will lead to greater success for our students and increase the number of underserved students who continue their college education.   PTAA has identified educators from various disciplines who are eager to participate in this program.  The grant funding will allow these individuals to complete graduate credits in accelerated programs that lead to dual credit credentials. Grant funds will subsidize the cost of tuition, fees, and books.  All classes will be taken via distance learning at TAMU-Commerce and Abilene Christian University.  PTAA has a designated a CCRM grant program manager who will monitor the program and ensure fiscal compliance.  The educators participating in the program will pay the cost of tuition, books, and fees for their coursework.  At the end of each semester, they will be reimbursed for their costs if the pass courses with a grade of 75 or higher.  PTAA will request reimbursement from the Texas Education Agency based on this criterion.The possible risks associated with this endeavor would be if the educators either fail their coursework or drop out of the program. To address this possibility, the PTAA grant program manager and administrative staff will work closely with participants to recognize and address any issues that may occur.  Several alternates have been identified who can backfill any positions that open due to withdrawal.  PTAA anticipates fully expending all awarding grant funds.   Costs associated with tuition, fees, and course materials for each participant were obtained from the IHE providing the accelerated credentialing program.
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	CheckBox1: 0
	Provide an overview of the program to be implemented with grant funds. Include the overall mission and specific needs of the organization. Describe how the program will address the mission and needs. : The purpose of this grant is to increase equity among underserved students at by increasing dual credit credentialed PTAA staff and courses.  Needs: the following data were analyzed: district and campus Dual Credit participation, completion, and withdrawal rates for the past three years, demographics of populations that completed courses and those who withdrew, instructors of the dual credit courses (PTAA staff or college instructor), PTECH pathways, family, student, and faculty surveys, and input from partner colleges. Findings showed an increase in participation and completion each year; this masks an increase in withdrawals, 80% of which are FRL students taking courses taught by college instructors. FRL students completed courses taught by dual credit credentialed teachers at PTAA.  Dual credit courses are offered to all students in 9th grade with a total of 44 credits possible by graduation.   English, Math, Social Sciences, Biology and Physics are most requested courses; English, particularly Composition, and college algebra are the courses most in need of remediation in college freshmen and present a barrier for attainment of an AA degree or higher. Students in high school require the same kinds of support for their dual credit content mastery, development of critical thinking, and attainment of other college and life skills to bridge the high school to college gap. College professors often have less time, and often lack the understanding of pedagogy required by K-12 teachers. Credentialing more PTAA teachers for dual credit will increase the success of economically disadvantaged, First Generation, and at-risk students in achieving a postsecondary credential. Systems in place at PTAA to ensure each cohort is offered a course sequence that leads to  a postsecondary credential include: College and Career counselors at each campus who meet at least once each semester with liaison from partner colleges to review student transcripts to track progress toward postsecondary credential; aggregate reports are sent to the school board; PTAA Leadership team and Advisory Boards review results quarterly and make recommendations; AVID counselor tracks behavior, progress, and intervenes as needed.
	Provide an overview of the program to be implemented with grant funds. Include the overall mission and specific needs of the organization. Describe how the program will address the mission and needs. : PTAA Partner Colleges: PTAA Mesquite and Fate campuses partner with Abilene Christian University for dual credit credentialing and Dallas Community Colleges for PTECH program. PTAA Greenville partners with Texas A & M University-Commerce for dual credit credentialing and Paris Community College for PTECH Program. After Needs were determined, meetings were held with college representatives of Abilene Christian College and TAMU-Commerce to explore their programs and facilitate the offering of distance learning programs that would result in a dual credit credential by 2023. PTAA is also pursuing agreements with U. of Houston and Texas Tech. College Roles and Responsibilities: Undergraduate institutions have an inherent stake in the issue of dual enrollment staffing; the courses being delivered are their courses, and they are responsible for the quality of the credits being conferred. Dual enrollment also builds a pipeline of well-prepared high school graduates for future enrollment at their institutions. The college ensures that employed credentialed faculty members meet the same standards (including minimal requirements of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools) and approval procedures used by the college to select faculty responsible for teaching the same courses at the main campus of the college. The college also supervises and evaluates instructors of dual credit courses using the same or comparable procedures used for faculty at the main campus of the college. The college ensures that a dual credit course and the corresponding course offered at the main campus of the college are equivalent with respect to the curriculum, materials, instruction, and method/rigor of student evaluation.  Regular academic policies applicable to courses taught at the college's main campus must also apply to dual credit courses (i.e., appeal process for disputed grades, drop policy, the communication of grading policy to students, when the syllabus must be distributed, etc.) The partnership agreement addresses faculty qualifications, provision of student learning, and grading criteria. The college  is responsible for ensuring compliance with accreditation, and institutional rules, standards, laws, and regulations, as well as upholding the Dual Credit agreements with partners.
	Describe the major goals/objectives of the proposed program. What activities/strategies will be implemented to meet those goals/objectives? : 
	Describe the performance measures identified for this program which are related to student outcomes and are consistent with the purpose of the program. Include the tools used to measure performance, as well as the processes that will be used to ensure the effectiveness of project objectives and strategies. : 
	This requirement is either stated in the statute that authorizes this program or is defined by TEA. Describe you plan to address the requirement.: 
	Describe how the proposed budget will meet the needs and goals of the program, including for staffing, supplies and materials, contracts, travel, etc. If applicable, include a high-level snapshot of funds currently allocated to similar programs.  Include a short narrative describing how adjustments will be made in the future to meet needs.: 
	Enter the number and name of the fifth section you are amending.: 
	Describe the purpose of the change to the first amended section.: 
	Describe the purpose of the change to the second amended section.: 
	Describe the purpose of the change to the third amended section.: 
	Describe the purpose of the change to the fourth amended section.: 
	Describe the purpose of the change to the fifth amended section.: 



