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Grade 4 Writing
Expository Prompt
READ the information in the box below.
In the movie The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy
says, “There’s no place like home.”
THINK about a place that is special to you.
WRITE about your favorite place to spend time. Describe the place and explain
what makes it special.
Be sure to —
• clearly state your central idea
• organize your writing
• develop your writing in detail
• choose your words carefully
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences

STAAR Grade 4 Expository Writing

STAAR Grade 4 Expository

Score Point 1
The essay represents a very limited writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction.



Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
central idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain
focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly
from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.



The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to
present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the
essay unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.



The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked
to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity
of the essay.



Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and ageappropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.
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Expository — 1

Score Point 1
The writer of this response identifies Texas as the special place to spend time. Although
the writer maintains an appropriate expository form, wordiness and repetition of the
idea that Texas is special weaken the progression and cause serious disruptions in the
flow of the essay. The writer presents three reasons why Texas is special, but these
reasons are simply listed and left undeveloped. In addition, the writer demonstrates
a limited word choice. Overall, repetition and weak development cause the writing
performance to be very limited.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 2

Score Point 1
The writer of this response identifies Splashtown as the special place to spend time.
However, instead of explaining why this place is special, the writer develops most of
the response with a narrative about one Saturday when the family went to the water
park. Since most of the writing is not in an expository form, the development is
inappropriate to the specific demands of the prompt. Although the writer attempts to
explain why the rides are fun, the details included are ineffective because they are vague
and insufficient. Confusion about the writing task results in a very limited writing
performance.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 3

Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the writer identifies his uncle’s barn as his
favorite place to spend time. Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository
form, the progression of ideas is weak. The lack of logical sentence-to-sentence and
paragraph-to-paragraph connections causes the writer to present ideas in a random,
unfocused way (shifting from cows to his love for the barn and then back to cows). The
writer’s reasons for loving the barn are weakly developed and do not effectively support
the central idea. In addition, persistent errors in sentence boundaries and conventions
create disruptions in the fluency of the writing.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 4

Score Point 1
In this response the writer identifies her home as her special place. Although most
ideas are generally related to the topic, the reasons she gives for liking home (doing
cool stuff, playing games, having fun with her brother, riding her bike, taking naps,
singing, dancing) are presented as a random list, with abrupt shifts from reason to
reason. The lack of coherence and insufficient development result in a very limited
writing performance.
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STAAR Grade 4 Expository

Score Point 2
The essay represents a basic writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are
only somewhat suited to the expository task.



Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
writer’s central idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective
central idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with
the focus and coherence of the essay.



The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled.
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the
relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too
briefly or partially presented.



The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing
task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality
and clarity of the essay.



Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and ageappropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.
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Expository — 5

Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer selects Disney World as the special
place to spend time. Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository form,
the progression of ideas is not always controlled due to the lack of transitions from
one theme park feature to the next (comfy beds, fireworks, rides, food, time spent
with family). In addition, the development is superficial because the details are too
briefly and partially presented. Overall, these weaknesses reflect the writer’s limited
understanding of the expository writing task.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 6

Score Point 2
The writer selects the Spy Museum in Washington, D.C., as the special place to spend
time. Although the writer establishes an appropriate informative tone and logically
organizes his ideas, some of the ideas are irrelevant to the explanation. For example,
the description of the museum in paragraph two familiarizes the reader with the
appearance of the museum but does not help to explain why the museum is the writer’s
special place. Other ideas are more directly related to the appeal of the museum but are
too briefly and partially developed. The writer’s word choice and control of conventions
are adequate, but the development is minimal, resulting in a basic writing performance.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 7

Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer identifies school as her favorite place to spend time.
Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository form, the progression of ideas is not
always logical. The writer attempts to develop the response by focusing on lessons learned in
school, but the abrupt shifts from African dwarf frogs to social studies lessons and then back to
frogs weaken the organization and flow of the essay. The inclusion of irrelevant information toward
the conclusion (teachers get to school at about 6:30 A.M.; I don’t think my sister likes school) also
interferes with the focus and coherence of the essay. Overall, the writer demonstrates only a limited
understanding of the expository writing task.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 8

Score Point 2
The writer selects her kitchen as the special place to spend time. The writer attempts
to develop the essay with two reasons explaining why the kitchen is special, but
her approach is somewhat formulaic due to paragraph preview statements in the
introduction and perfunctory transitions at the beginning of each body paragraph.
The first reason is developed more than the second, but the essay remains superficial
due to wordiness and repetition about “going crazy” and “spending time with Mom.”
The flow of the essay is disrupted because the progression of ideas—especially from
paragraph to paragraph—is not always controlled. The weak progression and minimal
development result in a basic writing performance.
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STAAR Grade 4 Expository

Score Point 3
The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately
suited to the expository task.



The writer establishes a clear central idea. Most ideas are related to the
central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay
is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in
focus.



The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships
among ideas.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the
essay.



The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.



Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any)
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of
the essay.
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Expository — 9

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer selects the beach as his favorite
place to spend time. In supporting the central idea, the writer first sets the scene by
describing the relaxation one feels when lying on the sand and then focuses on the
numerous activities he enjoys at the beach. Although the imprecise use of “funniest”
instead of “funnest” creates an awkward transition, the flow of ideas is generally
logical and controlled as the writer explains how his family has fun in and out of the
water. Minor spelling errors are evident, but the specific details about different aspects
of his family’s trips to the beach add some substance to the essay and reflect a good
understanding of the expository writing task.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 10

Score Point 3
The writer of this satisfactory essay selects the horse stables as her favorite place to
spend time. To support the central idea, the writer introduces a personal anecdote
about her first time riding a horse and then describes the different buildings and horses
at the stables. These details add some substance to the essay by communicating why the
stables are special. The writer’s clear, specific word choice and enthusiastic, informative
tone contribute to the thoughtfulness of the essay.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 11

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer selects Grandma’s house as his favorite place to
spend time. The writer focuses on the traditional outdoor activities available at Grandma’s house to
explain why being there is so fun and special. The writer’s details and examples add some substance
to the essay, although some ideas (hunting for bugs, hiking up the mountain) are more developed
than others (barbecuing, making a bonfire). Although the writer uses a single paragraph to develop
his ideas, the sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and
show the relationships among ideas. The writer’s specific word choice reflects an awareness of the
expository purpose and contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.

STAAR Grade 4
April 2014

Expository — 12

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer selects the library as her favorite place to spend
time. The writer presents a clear central idea and maintains an appropriate expository form. The
progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled as the writer focuses on a few reasons that
explain why the library is special: it gives her access to different types of books, a quiet place to
spend time, a place to learn on her own, and something to do so that she’s not bored. These ideas
add some insight and substance to the response, even though they are not uniformly developed.
Although the introduction is formulaic, the writer’s overall response to the prompt is original. In
addition, word choice is clear and specific, sentences are varied and adequately controlled, and
conventions are good.
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Score Point 4
The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly
well suited to the expository task.



The writer establishes a clear central idea. All ideas are strongly related to
the central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By
sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and
coherent.



The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the
writer’s train of thought easy to follow.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.



The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.



Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.
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Expository — 13

Score Point 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer identifies his tree house as his
most special place. The writer uses an anecdotal introduction to explain his anticipation
about having a place all his own to spend time. The progression of ideas is logical and
controlled as the writer identifies the personal touches he has used to decorate the tree
house and explains how he spends his time up there. The moments when the writer
reveals his inner thoughts and describes his joyful emotional state while in the tree
house add insight and substance to the response. The writer’s ability to use his unique
experience as the basis for writing makes the essay engaging.
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Expository — 14

Score Point 4
This accomplished essay begins with the clear central idea that the Magic Time Machine restaurant
is the writer’s favorite place to spend time. She immediately establishes an engaging, informative
tone, inserting conversational asides that set up her knowledge of the restaurant and her role as an
expert on all the interesting aspects of the restaurant. She methodically guides the reader through
each aspect of the restaurant experience, from the arcade to the costumed waiters to the decorations
to the magic show and finally to the amazing food. At each interval, the writer develops ideas with
specific and well-chosen details that add substance to the essay. This approach demonstrates a keen
awareness of the expository writing task. The progression of ideas is logical and well controlled,
and every sentence contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.

STAAR Grade 4
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Expository — 15

Score Point 4
The writer establishes the clear central idea that her best friend Olivia’s house is the special place to spend time.
The writer effectively develops the response by explaining why being at Olivia’s house is so much fun, with
paragraph two focused on their wide-ranging conversations in Olivia’s room and paragraph three focused
on their friendly, high-spirited activities outside. The writer uses contrasting phrases (“if we’re tired or don’t
have a lot of energy”; “If we do have energy”) to seamlessly transition from the first setting to the second,
making the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. Well-chosen, specific details about the various ways in
which the writer and Olivia enjoy themselves at the house clearly convey why it is the writer’s favorite place.
In addition, purposeful word choice, well-controlled sentences, and strong conventions further contribute to
the effectiveness of the explanation. This essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

STAAR Grade 4
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Expository — 16

Score Point 4
In this accomplished essay, the writer identifies the dock at his grandparents’ house as
his favorite place to spend time. The essay is skillfully crafted; the writer thoroughly
explains the dock’s appeal by using sophisticated descriptions of the sights and his
own reactions to these sights. The writer’s perceptive insights into why the fish and
fireworks are so interesting and wonderful add further substance to the essay. The
precise word choice and engaging, informative tone convey the writer’s keen awareness
of the expository writing task. In addition, purposeful, well-controlled sentences and
strong conventions enhance the effectiveness of the essay.

