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Using Performance Reporting Resources to Goal Set and Plan for 
Domain 3 (2026–2027)  

Overview 
Domain 3, Closing the Gaps, evaluates academic performance across student groups to inform state 
accountability ratings and federal school improvement designations. To support data-driven goal setting, 
enhanced performance reporting resources can help bridge state summary data with federal school improvement 
requirements.  
This document summarizes how to use:  

• The (Enhanced) 2026 Closing the Gaps Accountability Report to review performance points earned for
state accountability ratings alongside points evaluated for federal school improvement.

• The (New) 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report, available on the Texas Education Agency Login
(TEAL), to evaluate future campus targets and identify priority areas for improvement.

Together, these resources help evaluate data, cross-reference reports, and establish 2027 campus targets. For 
complete Domain 3 methodologies and calculation formulas, see Chapter 4 of the 2026 Accountability Rating 
System Manual.  

Understanding the Dual Purpose of Domain 3 
Domain 3 (Closing the Gaps) evaluates the performance of historically underserved student groups to ensure all 
students are provided equitable opportunities for success. Aligned with federal Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) requirements, Domain 3 evaluates student groups across achievement, growth, graduation, College, 
Career and Military Readiness (CCMR), and progress to English language proficiency.   

Within the state accountability system, Domain 3 serves two accountability functions:  

• State Accountability Ratings: Outcomes from four designated student groups (All Students, First Lowest
Performing Racial/Ethnic Group, Second Lowest Performing Racial/Ethnic Group, and High Focus)
contribute directly to the Domain 3 state accountability rating

• Federal School Improvement Identification: Performance across all relevant student groups is evaluated
under ESSA State Plan,  to identify campuses requiring federal support, including:

o Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): Evaluates four designated student groups (All
Students, First Lowest Performing Racial/Ethnic Group, Second Lowest Performing Racial/Ethnic
Group, and High Focus), and identifies Title I campuses that rank in the lowest-performing 5% of
campuses in their school type based on Closing the Gaps scaled scores, campuses with a six-year
federal graduation rate below 66.7% for the All Students group, and Title I campuses identified for
Additional Targeted Support (ATS) for three consecutive years.

o Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI): Evaluates twelve student groups and identifies campuses
with one or more consistently underperforming student groups. A student group is considered

https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-4-2026-closing-the-gaps-domain-1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-4-2026-closing-the-gaps-domain-1.pdf
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consistently underperforming when it does not meet interim targets or show expected growth toward 
the next interim target in the same three indicators for three consecutive years. See Chapter 10 of the 
2027 Accountability Rating System Manual for details on student groups evaluated. 

o Additional Targeted Support (ATS): Evaluates twelve student groups, and identifies TSI-identified
campuses with one or more consistently underperforming student groups whose Closing the Gaps
score falls below the cut point used to identify the lowest-performing 5% of campuses for
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI). See  Chapter 10 of the 2027 Accountability Rating
System Manual for details on student groups evaluated.

While four student groups drive the state accountability rating, tracking performance across all eligible student 
groups is essential for effective local goal setting and preventing unintended federal school designations.  

Resources for Domain 3 Planning  
To streamline Domain 3 data analysis and local target setting, two Performance Reporting resources are now 
available to support campus and district planning.   

Resource 1: (Enhanced) 2026 Closing the Gaps Summary Report 

What’s New: The report features dedicated 
rows under each component section (such as 
Academic Achievement and Academic 
Growth) that separate:   

• Points Earned for Accountability Rating:
Shows the points evaluated by the four
designated state rating student groups (All
Students, First Lowest Performing
Racial/Ethnic Group, Second Lowest
Performing Racial / Ethnic Group, and High
Focus)

• Points Evaluated for Federal School
Improvement: Shows the points
evaluated across all eligible student
groups (up to 16 groups) to fulfill federal
ESSA requirements

Why Use It: Provides side-by-side visibility 
into state accountability rating points 
earned and federal performance points  

How to Access: Access the 2026 Closing the Gaps report through the Accountability Reports by following these 
steps:  

Enhanced 2026 Closing the Gaps Report with rows for state and federal school improvement points. 

https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/account/acct_srch.html?year=2025
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1. Go to the Accountability Reports search page
2. Enter 2026 in the Year field and the desired campus or district information
3. Select Search
4. Select the campus or district and select View Reports
5. Select the Closing the Gaps tab at the top of the screen
6. Select Closing the Gaps to open the report

How to Use It: Review the Points Evaluated for Federal School Improvement row across indicators to identify 
student groups, focusing on those student groups receiving 0 or 1 point.    

 Resource 2: (New) 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report 

What’s New: A campus-specific planning report 
that displays the unique campus 
percentages required to score 1, 2, 3 or 4 points 
across every student group and component for 
the 2027 accountability year based on 2026 
results. The report is available to download in an 
Excel spreadsheet format or a PDF file.   

Why Use It: Eliminates manual formula 
calculations by providing the exact, campus-
specific percentage targets needed to achieve 1-
4 points.  

How to Access: Access a campus-specific 
2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report through 
the TEAL Accountability application by following 
these steps:  

1. Log into TEAL
2. Open the Accountability application
3. Select the Performance Reporting tab located at the top of the page
4. Expand the 2027 Academic Accountability section
5. Select the 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report
6. Select Campus to view an individual campus report or select District to download data for each campus in

the district as a .csv or .txt file.

How to Use It: Review the pre-calculated percentage targets across each component and student group to set 
targeted performance goals for the 2027 accountability year. Use the planning symbol key below to interpret the 
data displayed within the 1-point and 2-point planning rows.  

2027 Closing the Gaps report with campus-specific targets. 

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/account/acct_srch.html?year=2025
https://pryor.tea.state.tx.us/
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Symbol Definition 

(★) 
Target Met or Exceeded:  Indicates prior-year performance already met or exceeded the 3-point target, 
placing the student group directly into 3- or 4-point status, and making a 1- or 2- point growth allocation 
not applicable  

(◇) 
Minimum Size Not Met: Indicates the student group has fewer than 10 assessed students, making a 1- 
or 2- point growth allocation not applicable 

( - ) Missing Baseline Data: Indicates no prior-year baseline data exists to establish growth calculations.  

Steps to Analyze 2026 Domain 3 Data and Set 2027 Targets 
Follow the steps below to maximize the impact of these resources and analyze 2026 Domain 3 Data and goal set 
for 2027.   

Step 1: Open and Review Key Reports Side-by-Side 

• Open the 2026 Closing the Gaps Report and the 2026 Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) Information
Report, located under the Closing the Gaps tab in Accountability Reports, and review them side by side.

Step 2: Identify Student Groups with 0, or 1 Point 
• On the 2026 Closing the Gaps Report, review the Points Evaluated for Federal School Improvement rows for all

student groups.
• Focus on student groups receiving a 0 or 1 point across indicators.

Step 3: Cross Reference Multi-Year Trends  
• Match the low-point groups identified in Step 2 to the corresponding student groups in the TSI Report
• Review red highlights indicating missed targets and identify student groups with repeated missed targets

across multiple years.

Example workflow (Steps 1 – 3) for identifying low-point student groups and reviewing missed targets 
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Step 4: Access the 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning 
Report on TEAL  

• Open the 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning report in
the TEAL Accountability application.

• Navigate directly to the student groups flagged in
Step 2 for further analysis

Step 5: Analyze Targets and Set 2027 Goals  
• Review the campus-specific percentage thresholds

needed to move targeted student groups from 0-, 1-,
or 2-point status to a 3-point (Current Target) or 4-point (Long-Term Target) status.

• Use the symbol key to interpret special data conditions and identify any considerations that may affect target
calculations.
o ★ (Star): Indicates prior-year performance already met or exceeded the 3-point target
o ◇ (Diamond): Indicates the student group has fewer than 10 assessed students and is not eligible for

growth point calculations
o -  (Hyphen): Indicates no prior-year baseline data is available to calculate growth targets

• Incorporate the identified targets into campus improvement and goal-setting efforts for 2027.

2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report  

Using campus-specific targets to establish local performance goals. 
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Example 
This example illustrates how a campus can use the reports described above to identify a low-performing student 
group, evaluate federal identification risk, and establish improvement targets. 

Scenario: 

A high school identifies the Two or More Races student group as earning 0 points in Mathematics Achievement on the 2026 
Closing the Gaps Report. After cross-referencing the 2026 Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) Information 
Report, they confirm that the student group has repeatedly missed performance targets, indicating elevated federal 
identification risk. 

Using the 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report in TEAL, they determine that Mathematics Achievement performance 
must improve from 12% to 29.0% to earn 2 points, or to 56% to reach the 3-point target. Based on this analysis, the campus 
establishes a Mathematics improvement goal for the student group and incorporates the target into local planning for 2027. 

Next Steps 
1. Review the Points Evaluated for Federal School Improvement rows on the 2026 Closing the Gaps report to

identify student groups earning 0,1, or 2 points across indicators that may require additional support. See
Chapter 10 of the 2026 Accountability Rating System Manual for additional information.

2. Cross-reference identified student groups with the 2026 Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI)
Information Report to review missed targets and determine areas requiring focused improvement efforts.

3. Locate those student groups in the 2027 Closing the Gaps Planning Report in TEAL to review campus-
specific targets and incorporate performance goals into local planning.

Helpful Resources 
Refer to the resources below for additional guidance. 

• For questions, contact the Performance Reporting Division via the Performance Reporting Help Desk
• For more information on Federal Accountability (CSI, TSI, and ATS), see Chapter 10 of the 2027 Accountability

Rating System Manual

Was this resource helpful? Share your feedback 

https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2026-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-0.pdf
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/PerfRpt/#PerfRptForm
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-10-2027-identification-of-schools-for-improvement-1-0.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/3f0e1ce434c84675930fe7fc39775be1
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