
Most Texas ACE Centers were located in cities 
(39%), followed by suburban areas (24%), towns
(19%), and rural areas (18%). Most Title 1 schools
were located in cities (41%), followed by rural
areas (25%), suburban areas (21%), and towns 
(13%).

The percentage of Texas ACE Centers and Title 1
schools per region differed by 5% or more in only three
of 20 regions (1, Edinburgh; 4, Houston; and 10, 
Richardson): Region 1, Edinburgh (Texas ACE Centers, 
18%; Title 1 schools, 10%); Region 2, Corpus Christie 
(Texas ACE Centers, 5%; Title 1 schools, 3%); Region 3, 
Victoria (Texas ACE Centers, 0%; Title 1 schools, 2%); 
Region 4, Houston (Texas ACE Centers, 23%; Title 1 
schools, 17%); Region 5, Beaumont (Texas ACE 
Centers, 1%; Title 1 schools, 2%); Region 6, Huntsville 
(Texas ACE Centers, 1%; Title 1 schools, 3%); Region 7, 
Kilgore (Texas ACE Centers, 3%; Title 1 schools, 5%); 
Region 8, Mount Pleasant (Texas ACE Centers, 3%; Title
1 schools, 2%); Region 9, Wichita Falls (Texas ACE 
Centers, 0%; Title 1 schools, 1%); Region 10, Richardson 
(Texas ACE Centers, 7%; Title 1 schools, 15%); Region 11, 
Fort Worth (Texas ACE Centers, 8%; Title 1 schools, 9%); 
Region 12, Waco (Texas ACE Centers, 3%; Title 1
schools, 4%);
Region 13, Austin (Texas ACE Centers, 9%; Title 1 
schools, 5%); Region 14, Abilene (Texas ACE Centers, 
0%; Title 1 schools, 2%); Region 15, San Angelo (Texas 
ACE Centers, 1%; Title 1 schools, 2%); Region 16, 
Amarillo (Texas ACE Centers, 0%; Title 1 schools, 3%); 
Region 17, Lubbock (Texas ACE Centers, 4%; Title 1 
schools, 2%); Region 18, Midland (Texas ACE Centers, 
0%; Title 1 schools, 2%); Region 19, El Paso (Texas ACE
Centers, 3%; Title 1 schools, 4%); and Region 20, San 
Antonio (Texas ACE Centers, 10%; Title 1 schools, 8%).

Participation in the Texas ACE program decreased as grade level increased: 
53% participation in Grades K through 5 (68,289 students), 27% in Grades 6 
through 8 (34,987 students), and 20% in Grades 9 through 12 (25,817 
students). 
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Approximately half of all Texas ACE participants 
are in elementary school.1 

The following pages describe Texas ACE grantees, centers, and students in the 2022-23 school year. These results provide 
important context for understanding who the Texas ACE program serves and the unique ways in which it meets student needs. 

Texas ACE centers serve students who attend Title I schools across 
the state. The percentage of Texas ACE centers largely aligns with 
the percentage of Title I schools in each ESC region. 

Compared with the distribution of Title I Texas 
public schools, there are more Texas ACE 
centers in towns and fewer in rural areas.2 
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As grade level increased, the percentage of students who met 
participation targets generally decreased and who did not meet 
participation targets generally increased: Kindergarten, 76% met 
targets and 24% did not meet targets; Grade 1, 78% met targets and 
22% did not meet targets; Grade 2, 79% met targets and 21% did not 
meet targets; Grade 3, 79% met targets and 21% did not meet 
targets; Grade 4, 79% met targets and 21% did not meet targets; 
Grade 5, 75% met targets and 25% did not meet targets; Grade 6, 62% 
met targets and 38% did not meet targets; Grade 7, 58% met targets 
and 42% did not meet targets; Grade 8, 54% met targets and 46% did 
not meet targets; Grade 9, 48% met targets and 52% did not meet 
targets; Grade 10, 49% met targets and 51% did not meet targets; 
Grade 11, 49% met targets and 51% did not meet targets; and Grade 
12, 45% met targets and 55% did not meet targets.

Types of staffing at Texas ACE Centers varied across school levels: Teachers (31% in elementary schools, 36% in middle 
schools, 49% in high schools, and 52% in other types of schools); Texas ACE program staff (21% in elementary schools, 22% in 
middle schools, 17% in high schools, and 18% in other types of schools); youth development staff (6% in elementary schools, 
6% in middle schools, 5% in high schools, and 4% in other types of schools); and college students (11% in elementary schools, 
12% in middle schools,3% in high schools, and 6% in other types of schools).
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Program Attendance Trends, 2022–23 

Most Texas ACE centers met their targeted student 
attendance goals.4 
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Centers serving elementary schools employ a smaller percentage of teachers than do other school levels.3 
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Adult activities were most commonly designed for parent 
involvement (83%), followed by family literacy (10%) and 
other activities (7%).

The median number of adult participants varied by school semester: 45 adults in Fall 2022, 31 adults in Spring 
2023, and 4 adults in Summer 2023.

Program activity time varied by content type across grade 
levels: academic assistance (65% in Grades K through 2, 65% in 
Grades 3 through 5; 57% in Grades 6 through 8; and 47% in 
Grades 9 through 12); enrichment (33% in Grades K through 2, 
33% in Grades 3 through 5; 39% in Grades 6 through 8; and 43% 
in Grades 9 through 12); and college and workforce readiness 
(1% in Grades K through 2, 2% in Grades 3 through 5; 4% in 
Grades 6 through 8; and 9% in Grades 9 through 12).

Program activity time supporting specific groups of 
students varied across grade levels: special education 
students (32% in Grades K through 2, 31% in Grades 3 
through 5; 33% in Grades 6 through 8; and 41% in Grades 
9 through 12); emergent bilingual students or English 
learners (51% in Grades K through 2, 52% in Grades 3 
through 5; 46% in Grades 6 through 8; and 44% in Grades 
9 through 12); and low-performing students (67% in 
Grades K through 2, 68% in Grades 3 through 5; 58% in 
Grades 6 through 8; and 52% in Grades 9 through 12).

Reading received the most program time among all subjects in all grade bands, and mathematics received the second 
most program time. Program time in (a) reading ranged from 51% in Grades 9 through 12 to 69% in pre-K through Grade 2; 
(b) mathematics, from 45% in Grades 9 through 12 to 65% in pre-K through Grade 2; (c) science, from 38% in Grades 9 
through 12 to 54% in pre-K through Grade 2; (d) art or music, from 35% in Grades 9 through 12 to 45% in pre-K through 
Grade 2; (e) health or nutrition, from 41% in Grades 3 through 5 to 49% in Grades 6 through 8; (f) culture or society, from 
36% in Grades 9 through 12 to 42% in each pre-K through Grade 2 and Grades 6 through 8; (g) telecom technology, from 
23% in Grades 9 through 12 to 31% in Grades 6 through 8; (h) entrepreneur, from 18% in each pre-K through Grade 2 and 
Grades 3 through 5 to 27% in Grades 6 through 8; (i) innovative, from 14% in Grades 9 through 12 to 17% in Grades 6 through 
8; (j) high-quality material, from 3% in Grades 9 through 12 to 9% in Grades 3 through 5; and (k) high-impact tutoring, 
from 3% in Grades 9 through 12 to 7% in Grades 3 through 5. 

Texas ACE 
Information Sheet
Activities Promote Academics, Enrichment, and Family 
Involvement, 2022–23 

The bars show the percentage of program time spent on activities in each of the following areas, by grade band. 
Most program activities had a reading, math, or science component. 

Across grade-level bands, the largest proportion of program time 
was spent in academic assistance. Enrichment makes up a higher 
percentage of time in secondary grades than in primary grades. 

Adult Participation 

A higher percentage of program activity time 
supported the needs of low-performing students 
in elementary than in secondary grades.5 

The median number of adult participants at each center 
was between 31 and 45 during the school year semesters. 

Most adult activities were designed for parent involvement 
or to promote family literacy. 

300 4000 100 200 

45 

31 

4 
Summer 2023 Adults 

Spring 2023 Adults 

Fall 2022 Adults 83%
Parent 
Involvement 

10%
Family 
Literacy 

7%
Other 
Activities

Reading 

Math 

Science 

Art/Music 

Health/Nutrition 

Culture/Social 

Entrepreneur 

Innovative 

High-Quality Material 

SUBJECT Grades PK–2 Grades 3–5 Grades 6–8 Grades 9–12 

69% 

65% 

54% 

45% 

42% 

42% 

18% 

15% 

8% 

66% 

64% 

53% 

41% 

41% 

39% 

56% 

55% 

49% 

42% 

42% 

49% 

27% 

17% 

5% 

51% 

45% 

38% 

35% 

45% 

36% 
Telecom Technology 29% 30% 31% 23% 

22% 

14% 

3% 
High-Impact Tutoring 5% 

18% 

16% 

9% 
7% 4% 3% 

Special Education 

EB/EL 

Low Performing 

Program Activity Time by Grade Bands 

67% 

51% 
52% 

46% 
44% 

32% 
31% 
33% 
41% 

68% 
58% 

52% 

Grades K–2 
Grades 3–5 
Grades 6–8 
Grades 9–12

Grades K–2 
Grades 3–5 
Grades 6–8 
Grades 9–12 

Academic Assistance 

Enrichment 

College and 
Workforce Readiness 

1% 

33% 
33% 

39% 
43% 

65% 
65% 

57% 
47% 

2% 
4% 

9% 
Program Time by Grade Bands 



Texas ACE participants were largely Hispanic (71% versus 72% 
nonparticipants), followed by Black (14% versus 13% 
nonparticipants), White (12% versus 11% nonparticipants), two or 
more races (2% versus 2% nonparticipants), and Asian/Pacific 
Islander (1% versus 2% nonparticipants).

Participation in the Texas ACE program was greatest among 
students in Grades 3 through 5 (31% versus 23% 
nonparticipants), followed by those in Grades 6 through 8 (27% 
versus 28% nonparticipants), Grades K through 2 (22% versus 
26% nonparticipants), and Grades 9 through 12 (20% versus 24% 
nonparticipants). 

The percentage of Texas 
ACE participants is similar 
to nonparticipants in their 
schools: Students 
identified as economically 
disadvantaged (85% 
participants versus 84% 
nonparticipants), at risk 
(67% participants versus 
69% nonparticipants), 
emergent bilingual 
students or English 
learners (28% 
participants versus 38% 
nonparticipants, which is 
the greatest difference), 
special education (13% 
participants versus 14% 
nonparticipants), and 
gifted and talented (7% 
participants versus 5% 
nonparticipants).

Note. Texas ACE is funded by the Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) federal grant and administered by the Texas Education Agency. Some figures and 
tables include fewer centers or students than the main counts if they also used other data sources that did not contain those students or centers. Definitions: ESC: education service 
center. Texas ACE: Texas Afterschool Centers on Education. EB/EL: Emergent Bilingual/English Learner. Economic Disadvantage: Students identified as economically disadvantaged. 
Source. Tx21st Student Tracking System data from 2022–23; Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) from 2021–22 and 2022–23; Geverdt, Douglas E. “Education 
Demographic and Geographic Estimates (EDGE) Geocodes: Public Schools and Local Education Agencies, 2016–2017.” NCES 2018-080, U.S. Department of Education, National Center for 
Education Statistics, 2018. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/edge/docs/EDGE_GEOCODE_PUBLIC_FILEDOC.pdf 
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Program participants are similar to 
other students in their schools.6 

Students in Grades 3-5 participate at a higher rate than students in 
other grade bands.6 

Program participants’ race/ethnicity is similar to other students in 
their schools.6 

Endnotes 
1. To be included in the student counts, Tx21st CCLC students must be matched to PEIMS; 4,819 students could not be matched to PEIMS and are not included. 
2. For urbanicity figures as defined by the National Center for Education Statistics, towns are defined as territories in an urban cluster that are at least 10 miles from an 

urbanized area, whereas rural areas are distant from an urbanized area but do not have urban clustering. 
3. Percentages do not add to 100% because a subset of staff types is presented. Staff types (center administrators, high school students, parents and community 

members, and other staff) not included were small proportions or similar across locale settings. Other school types are those that do not serve typical grade 
ranges, such as K–8 or 6–12. 

4. The participation target was 45 days for Cycle 10 centers over fall, spring, and summer. For Cycle 11 centers, the target was 45 days of at least 120 minutes during 
fall and spring or 12 days of 240 minutes during the summer for grades K–8 and 45 days of at least 90 minutes for grades 9–12 over fall, spring, and summer. These 
figures include fall 2022, spring 2023, and summer 2023. Students are counted toward the center goal if they met the participation target. 

5. Categorizations specify the targeted populations for each activity entered in TX21st. Low performing: intended for students who are not performing at grade 
level, are failing, or otherwise are performing below average; EB/EL: intended for students identified as Emergent Bilingual/English Learner; Special Education: 
intended for students with special needs or disabilities. Categories are not mutually exclusive; for example, an activity could be designed to address the needs 
of low-performing students (i.e., students who need academic support) and the needs of EB/EL students. 

6. Nonparticipants are students who attended the same campuses as Texas ACE program participants but who did not participate in Texas ACE programs. 
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