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Note on Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI)

TEA’s IT security team has asked us to not allow the use 
of Generative AI or "AI bots," on virtual calls and 
presentations.

We request anyone using such software to disable it 
now.

Our meeting host will also remove any AI attendees 
from the meeting.
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Agenda

• Why are high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) important?

• What are the Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Products?

• What should you know about Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 

Mathematics and Reading Language Arts (RLA) materials?
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The Importance of HQIM



Just Over Half of Grade 3–8 Students Are Reading on Grade-Level

*State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) 
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Math Performance Has Not Recovered to Pre-COVID Levels 
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Many Teachers Are Spending Hours Developing Instructional Materials

Teachers are spending 7 hours per week developing 

instructional materials but only have 3.75 hours per week 
for planning in their master schedule.

Source: The Opportunity Myth; The New Teacher Project, 2018; and, Failing by Design: How we make teaching too hard for mere mortals’; Pondiscio, 2016. 8



Many Students Are Getting Lessons Not at Grade-Level

A national study examined student classroom 
work to see if it was on grade-level.1  

only

17%
of lessons were at grade level 

(or higher)

TEA reproduced the study methodology with K–5 
reading teachers in 26 Texas school systems.

only

19%
of lessons were at grade level 

(or higher)

Students and teachers work hard. Students get As and Bs in class, but proficiency does not grow because 
students are not consistently exposed to rigorous, grade-level materials. 

1. The Opportunity Myth, The New Teacher Project, 2018; 2. Texas-based diagnostic of instructional materials use, The New Teacher Project, 2022 9



The Use of HQIM is Part of a Larger System Focused on Student 
Success

10



What are the Bluebonnet Learning (OER) Instructional Materials?

Instructional Materials = “textbooks +”
“teaching, learning, and research resources... including full courses, course materials, 

modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, 

or techniques used to support access to knowledge.”  

It includes:

A. material used by a teacher;

B. material used by a principal; and

C. material used by a student.

Open Education Resources
“reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual property 

license that allows for free use, reuse, modification, and sharing with others”

effectively, they are: State-owned “textbooks+”
that can be modified over time

Planning 
guides

Family 
letters

Pacing 
calendars

Teachers’ 
editions

Student 
workbooks

Quizzes & 
tests

Aligned 
visuals, books, 
manipulatives

Detailed, 
flexible 
plans

Embedded 
language 
supports

Research-
based 

teaching 
ideas

Adjustments 
for students 

who are 
ahead / 
behind

Connected 
Units

Teaching 
support 

resources

Editable 
teacher 

resources

11



House Bill (HB) 1605: High Quality Curriculum
▪ Establishes an expanded process for the SBOE to review and approve high quality textbooks and 

instructional materials, supported by TEA, and repeals prior law authorizing TEA instructional materials 
portal and quality reviews​

▪ Additional funding (on top of IMTA) provided to districts who choose to use SBOE-approved materials: 
$40/student.  An additional $20/student for districts printing state-owned materials

▪ SBOE textbook approval no longer bound to 8-year cycle, no longer limited to 50% of TEKS 

▪ Districts exempted from RFP processes if purchasing SBOE-approved materials

▪ Publishers must offer parent portals for instructional materials transparency

▪ Local curriculum reviews are established, funded, and can be initiated via parent requests, with SBOE 
approval of grade-level rigor rubric

▪ SBOE must add book/word list to the ELAR TEKS

▪ Teachers cannot be required to use bi-weekly planning time to create initial instructional materials unless 
there is a supplemental duty agreement with the teacher

▪ Requires the TEA to develop state-owned textbooks in certain grades and subjects, which are subject to 
approval by SBOE

▪ Provides optional teacher training on state-owned textbooks for districts to utilize, and grant program to 
educator preparation programs to support

▪ Prohibits three-cueing in early literacy instruction
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Selection of Instructional Materials Continues to Be a Local Decision

Under state law, school systems in Texas have flexibility and final authority to choose the instructional materials (e.g., lessons, books, 
videos, tutoring content, textbooks, etc.) used with students, as long as those instructional materials, in total, cover the SBOE-adopted 
TEKS, and do not:
• violate provisions of Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.0022 covering “Certain Instructional Materials and Prohibitions”;
• violate TEC, §28.0062.(a-1),covering the exclusion of three-cueing in phonics instruction; or
• violate any other law or regulation that protects students from obscene or harmful content.

In addition to ensuring the instructional materials do not violate these provisions, local boards are responsible for ensuring:
• the teaching of informed American patriotism, Texas history, and the free enterprise system in the local adoption of instructional 

materials1;
• at least one literary work chosen by the SBOE to be taught in each grade level as outlined in the TEKS 2; 
• personal financial literacy courses use materials approved by the SBOE3; and
• instructional materials for health meet the standards outlined in statute 4.

A local board of trustees is responsible for selecting instructional materials for the district5, and responsible for certifying annually to the 
SBOE and Commissioner that they have procured enough instructional material for every child to cover all the elements of the TEKS in 
the required curriculum, other than physical education.6,7

1TEC, §28.002(h)
2TEC, §28.002(c-4)
3TEC, §28.0021(b)
4 TEC, §28.004
5 19, TAC Chapter 66, Subchapter C, §66.104.(a).
6 TEC, §31.1011.
7 19, TAC Chapter 66, Subchapter C, §66.105.
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Key Takeaways–The Importance of HQIM

• HQIM are key components to improving student outcomes. 

• The IMRA process is a review conducted by the SBOE to determine 
the quality of instructional materials. 

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 is one HQIM option available to Texas 
schools. 

• Selection of instructional materials continues to be a local decision.
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Q & A

15



What are the Bluebonnet Learning
Edition 1 Products?
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The Evolution of TEA’s Available Instructional Materials

A process of continuous improvement:

SY 20–21 SY 21–22 SY 22–23 SY 23–24 SY 24–25 SY 25–26

CER 1.0 Pilot 

Released TEKS and 
English Language 
Proficiency Standards 
(ELPS) aligned 
product for COVID 
Emergency Release 
(CER) * Year 1 Pilot for 

K–5 RLA, K–5 Math 
and 6–12 Math

*CER; originally published as part of Texas Home Learning (THL)

CER 2.0, 3.0, and 4.0 Pilots 

Released additional enhancements and changes based on previous year’s 
stakeholder feedback for K–5 RLA, K–5 Math and 6–12 Math

Bluebonnet Learning 
Edition 1

Incorporates feedback 
from Texas stakeholders 
and users; must be SBOE 
reviewed and approved
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Content Areas, Grade Levels, and 
Languages

Due for SY 25–26 Implementation 
(Pending SBOE Approval)

• K–3 Skills Edition 1 (English)

• K–5 RLA Edition 1 (English)

• K–5 Math Edition 1 (English)

• Secondary Mathematics Edition 1 (English–
G6, G7, G8, Alg I)

November 2024 IMRA Approval
Implementation SY 2025–26

Due for SY 25–26 Pilot 
Concurrent pilot with Edition 1 English products

(Spanish Ed 1 will be submitted to IMRA 2025 for SBOE Approval)

• K–3 Skills Edition 1 (Spanish)
• K–5 RLA Edition 1 (Spanish)
• K–5 Math Edition 1 (Spanish)

November 2025 IMRA Approval*
Pilot SY 2025–26

All timelines pending SBOE approval and are subject to change
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Key Takeaways–Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Products

• Previous versions of TEA’s available instructional materials are 
considered COVID Emergency Release (CER).

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 materials are the products that 
incorporate feedback from Texas stakeholders, are being reviewed by 
the SBOE, and, pending approval, will be available for implementation 
in SY 2025–26. 

• English Edition 1 materials in K–5 RLA, K–5 Math, and Secondary 
Mathematics are currently undergoing IMRA review. Spanish Edition 
1 materials will undergo IMRA review next year (2025) but will still be 
available for pilot implementation with English materials in SY 2025–
26.

19



Q & A
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What You Need to Know About 
Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1

K–Algebra I Mathematics
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In Math, Bluebonnet Learning Products are Designed to Align to the 
TEKS and with Student Learning Research

Stand-alone scope and sequence and modules

Isolated practice of skills by standard, at one point in 
the year

Prioritize procedural skill and fluency at expense of 
strong Tier 1 instruction

Below grade-level tasks grounded in remediation

Problems requiring one word or numerical answer 
without justification

Materials Not Aligned with Research

Strategic and coherent modules and lessons sequenced to 
build upon learning within modules and across grades

Concentrates time and effort on going deep on the 
most important topics for the grade level

Balances conceptual understanding, procedural skill 
and fluency, and application

All students working on grade-level tasks

Provides multiple opportunities for practice, 
discussion, representation, and writing

Materials Designed Based on Research
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Mathematics is Aligned to the Math 
RBIS

Mathematics RBIS

Balance Conceptual 
and Procedural

Depth of key 
concepts

Coherence
of Key Concepts

1 2 3

Pursue rigor by 
balancing conceptual 
understanding,
procedural skill and 
fluency.  Apply this 
balanced understanding 
to mathematical 
applications as required 
by the standards in the 
TEKS.

Focus on math content 
that aligns to and 
meets the rigor of the 
TEKS for each grade level, 
while
concentrating time 
and effort on going 
deep on the most 
important topics for 
the grade level.

Connect concepts
within and across 
grades along a 
strategic progression of 
learning so that new 
understandings are built 
on previous foundations.
Mathematics tells 
a continuous, 
connected story.

Productive 
Struggle 

4

Students engage in 
productive problem 
solving, engaging 
in multiple 
opportunities 
for practice, 
discussion, 
representations, and 
writing that requires 
them to explain 
and revise their thinking.
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 K–5 Math
Kinder 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Numbers to 10 Sums and Differences to 10 Sums and Differences to 10
Properties of Multiplication & 
Division & Solving Problems 

with Units of 2-5 and 10

Place Value Rounding, and 
Algorithms for Addition and 

Subtraction
Place Value and Decimal 1

2 Two- and Three- Dimensional 
Shapes

Intro to Place Value through 
Addition and Subtraction 

Within 20

Addition and Subtraction of 
Length Units

Place Value and Problem 
Solving with Units of Measure

Unit Conversion and Problem 
Solving with Metric 

Measurement

Multi-Digit Whole Number and 
Decimal Operations 2

3 Comparison of Length, Weight, 
Capacity Numbers to 10

Ordering and Comparing Length 
Measurements and Numbers

Place Value, Counting, and 
Comparison of Numbers to 1,200

Multiplication and Division 
with Units of 0, 1, 6-9, and 

Multiples of 10

Multi-digit Multiplication and 
Division

Addition and Subtraction of 
Fractions 3

4 Number Pairs, Addition and 
Subtraction to 10

Place Value, Comparison, 
Addition and Subtraction to 40

Addition and Subtraction 
within 200 with Word Problems 

to 100
Multiplication and Area Angle Measure and Plane 

Figures
Multiplication and Division of 

Fractions 4

5 Numbers 10-20, Counting to 100 
and  Subtracting Work

Identifying, Composing and 
Partitioning Shapes

Addition and Subtraction 
within 1,000 with Word 

Problems to 1,000

Fractions and Numbers on the 
Number line

Fraction Equivalence, Ordering 
and Operations

Addition and Multiplication 
with Volume and Area 5

6 Analyzing, Comparing and 
Composing Shapes

Place Value, Comparison, 
Understanding Income with 

Addition and Subtraction to 100 

Foundations of Multiplication, 
Division and Area Financial Literacy and Data Introduction to Decimal and 

Financial Literacy 
Problem Solving with the 

Coordinate Plane 6

7 N/A N/A Problem Solving with Length, 
Money and Data

Geometry and Measurement 
Word Problems

Exploring Measurement with 
Multiplication and Data N/A 7

8 N/A N/A Time, Shapes, and Fractions as 
Equal Parts of Shapes N/A N/A N/A 8

ADSY ADSY ADSY ADSY ADSY ADSY
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Bluebonnet Learning 
Edition 1 K–5 Math (1/3)
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Bluebonnet Learning 
Edition 1 K–5 Math (2/3)

Module Overview Misconceptions

Terminology Detailed Lessons
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 K–5 Math (3/3)

Fluency Practice
Problem Solving 

and Problem Sets
Homework and 

Homework 
Helpers
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Secondary Mathematics

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Algebra I

1 Composing and Decomposing Thinking Proportionally Transforming Geometric Objects Searching for Patterns 1

2 Relating Quantities Applying Proportionality Developing Function Foundations Exploring Constant Change 2

3 Moving Beyond Positive 
Quantities Reasoning Algebraically Data Data Everywhere Modeling Linear Equations and 

Inequalities 3

4 Determining Unknown Quantities Analyzing Populations and 
Probabilities Modeling Linear Equations Investigating Growth and Decay 4

5 Describing Variability of 
Quantities Constructing and Measuring Applying Powers Maximizing and Minimizing 5
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 
Secondary Mathematics (1/3)
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 
Secondary Mathematics (2/3)

Topic Overview Pacing Guide

Detailed Lessons Student Responses
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Secondary Mathematics (3/3)

Worked Examples Family Guides Lessons Application Topic Practice Spaced Practice
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Key Takeaways–Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Mathematics

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Mathematics materials are available 
for Kindergarten–Algebra I.

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 Mathematics provides full coverage of 
the math TEKS and is aligned to the math RBIS. 

• Materials are designed to develop teachers’ pedagogical content 
knowledge in mathematics. 

• Materials are built around fluency, conceptual and procedural 
understanding, and application. 
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Q & A
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What You Need to Know About 
Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1

K–5 RLA



Bluebonnet Learning RLA Products Align with TEKS and ELPS, and 
Student Learning Research

Stand-alone scope and sequence and units

Skills-based reading comprehension instruction

Units are not cross-curricular in design

Leveled reading in Tier-1 instruction

Writing grounded in personal experience

Materials Not Aligned with Research

Strategic and coherent units and lessons sequenced to 
build upon learning within units and across grades

Knowledge-based instruction, connecting topics within 
and across grades

Cross-curricular content to build knowledge in science 
and social studies

All students reading grade-level, complex texts

Writing and responses based on evidence from text

Materials Designed Based on Research
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Foundational Skills and Knowledge Strands

Skills 
Strand

60m

Knowledge 
Strand

60m

Kindergarten–2
120 minutes

Skills 
Strand

30m

Grade 3
30 minutes (Skills only)

OR

Integrated
Knowledge + Skills

120m

Grade 3
120 minutes

Integrated
Knowledge + Skills

90m

Grades 4–5
90 minutes
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA is Aligned to the RLA RBIS

Foundational 
Skills

Text Complexity
Knowledge 
Coherence

1 2 3

Explicit, 
systematic 
practice with 
Literacy  
Foundational Skills.

Regular practice 
with grade-level, 
complex text and 
its academic 
language.

Building 
knowledge and 
vocabulary
through text in all 
content areas.

Text-based 
Responses

4

Reading, 
writing, and 
speaking 
grounded in 
evidence from 
text, both literary 
and informational.

RLA RBIS
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA and RBIS 1: Foundational Skills

Foundational 
Skills

Text Complexity
Knowledge 
Coherence

1 2 3

Explicit, 
systematic 
practice with 
Literacy  
Foundational Skills.

Regular practice 
with grade-level, 
complex text and 
its academic 
language.

Building 
knowledge and 
vocabulary
through text in all 
content areas.

Text-based 
Responses

4

Reading, 
writing, and 
speaking 
grounded in 
evidence from 
text, both literary 
and informational.

RLA RBIS
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 K–3 Foundational Skills

Kinder 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade

1 Skills 1 Skills 1 Skills 1 Skills 1 1

2 Skills 2 Skills 2 Skills 2 Skills 2 2

3 Skills 3 Skills 3 Skills 3 Skills 3 3

4 Skills 4 Skills 4 Skills 4 Skills 4 4

5 Skills 5 Skills 5 Skills 5 Skills 5 5

6 Skills 6 Skills 6 Skills 6 Skills 6 6

7 Skills 7 Skills 7 N/A Skills 7 7

8 Skills 8 N/A N/A Skills 8 8

9 Skills 9 N/A N/A Skills 9 9
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Explicit Practice with Handwriting and Letter Formation
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Direct Instruction and Practice with Sound-Spelling Connections
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Decodable Text for Student Practice: Kindergarten–Grade 2

Grade K Skills – Unit 8 – Big Book

Grade 2 Skills – Unit 3 – Student Reader
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Systematic Scope and Sequence Addresses All TEKS and ELPS
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA and RBIS 2: Text Complexity

Foundational 
Skills

Text Complexity
Knowledge 
Coherence

1 2 3

Explicit, 
systematic 
practice with 
Literacy  
Foundational Skills.

Regular practice 
with grade-level, 
complex text and 
its academic 
language.

Building 
knowledge and 
vocabulary
through text in all 
content areas.

Text-based 
Responses

4

Reading, 
writing, and 
speaking 
grounded in 
evidence from 
text, both literary 
and informational.

RLA RBIS
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Read-Alouds On or Above Grade Level
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Read-Alouds Develop Tier 2 and 3 Vocabulary
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Student Readers Start in Grade 3
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Trade Book Units and Lessons Throughout the Materials



Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA and RBIS 3: Knowledge 
Coherence

RLA RBIS

Foundational 
Skills

Text Complexity
Knowledge 
Coherence

1 2 3

Explicit, 
systematic 
practice with 
Literacy  
Foundational Skills.

Regular practice 
with grade-level, 
complex text and 
its academic 
language.

Building 
knowledge and 
vocabulary
through text in all 
content areas.

Text-based 
Responses

4

Reading, 
writing, and 
speaking 
grounded in 
evidence from 
text, both literary 
and informational.
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Knowledge Coherent Scope and Sequence Addresses All RLA TEKS



Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 K–5 RLA 
Knowledge Map (Topic Progression)

Literary

Science

Social Studies

Kinder 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Nursery Rhymes & 
Fables Sharing Stories Fairy Tales and Tall 

Tales
The Wind in the 

Willows Personal Narratives Personal Narratives 1

2 The Five Senses The Human Body The Ancient Greek 
Civilization Animal Classification Eureka! The Renaissance 2

3 Fairy Tales and 
Folktales

Early American 
Civilization

Stories of the Ancient 
Greeks The Human Body Letters from Heaven Early American 

Civilizations 3

4 Plants Astronomy The War of 1812 Ancient Rome The Middle Ages Don Quixote 4

5 Farms This Planet Rocks Cycles of Nature Exploring Sight and 
Sound American Revolution Poetry 5

6 Colonial & Native 
Americans Animals and Habitats Insects Astronomy Treasure Island Midsummer Nights 

Dream 6

7 Serving Our Neighbors Fairy Tales The US Civil War The Frontier Poetry World War II 7

8 Kings and Queens American 
Independence The Human Body Early Explorations of N 

America Geology Chemical Matter 8

9 Seasons and Weather Frontier Explorers Land of Opportunity Colonial America Energy Juneteenth and Beyond 9

10 America: Our Great 
Country Adventure Stories Fighting for a Cause All That Jazz Novel:  Number the 

Stars
Novel:  Lion, Witch, and 

Wardrobe 10

11 Exploring Art N/A Flight Story of Aviation N/A N/A N/A 11
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Science Connections: Grade 4

52



Social Studies Connections: Grade 4–5
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA Program and Implementation Guide
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Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA and RBIS 4: Text-Based 
Responses

Foundational 
Skills

Text Complexity
Knowledge 
Coherence

1 2 3

Explicit, 
systematic 
practice with 
Literacy  
Foundational Skills.

Regular practice 
with grade-level, 
complex text and 
its academic 
language.

Building 
knowledge and 
vocabulary
through text in all 
content areas.

Text-based 
Responses

4

Reading, 
writing, and 
speaking 
grounded in 
evidence from 
text, both literary 
and informational.

RLA Research-Based Instructional Strategies (RBIS)
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Developing the Craft of Writing Connected to Reading-Kindergarten
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Developing the Craft of Writing Connected to Reading–Grade 3
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Developing the Craft of Writing Connected to Reading–Grade 4
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Developing the Craft of Writing Connected to Reading–Grade 5
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Students Study Authors and Develop Writing in Different Genres 
According to Grade-Level TEKS

G
e

n
re

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

N/A
Reading 

Response
Reading 

Response
Reading 

Response
Reading 

Response
Reading 

Response

Literary Literary Literary Literary Literary Literary

Information Information Information Information Information Information

Correspondence Correspondence Correspondence Correspondence Correspondence Correspondence

N/A N/A N/A
Argumentative/

Opinion
Argumentative/

Opinion
Argumentative/

Opinion
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Key Takeaways–Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA is made up of Foundational Skills (K–3) 
and Knowledge (K–5). 

• Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1 RLA provides full coverage of the RLA TEKS 
and is aligned to the RLA RBIS. 

• Knowledge coherence includes literary, science, and social studies units, as 
well as religious source material and other rich texts to build students’ 
background knowledge and improve language comprehension. 

• Responses grounded in text evidence are a daily part of each lesson, 
building to extended written responses according to the grade-level TEKS. 
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Q & A
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Contacts and Resources

Email

• For questions about OER products, please email us at 
openeducationresources@tea.texas.gov.

• For information on printing instructions or options for purchasing print please contact us 
at printoperations@tea.texas.gov

Web
• OER Website: TEA Available Instructional Materials | Texas Education Agency
• Digital Access to Bluebonnet Learning Edition 1: All materials can be accessed via the 

SBOE’s Instructional Materials Review and Approval webpage
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