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Objectives 

To provide educators with useful information for addressing the
educational needs of students in foster care. 

Familiarize educators with the foster care system and relevant laws and
policies that affect the educational experience of students in foster care. 

Provide centralized information and resources to increase awareness 
and knowledge for the educator working with students in foster care. 
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Agenda 

What is Foster Care? 

Data 

Foster Care and the Law 

Transition Assistance 

Promote Student Success 

Foster Care Resources 
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Let's see who is here. 

In the chat, please indicate your job title. 

How long have you been working with students in foster care? 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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Students in Foster Care 
 Foster care – refers to children and youth 

who are in custody of the State of Texas 
due to abuse/neglect, regardless of their 
living arrangements. 
 A court grants legal custody of the child to 

DFPS (Department of Family and 
Protective Services) if it is determined the 
student cannot safely remain with a 
parent or legal guardian. 
DFPS secures a relative, foster home, or 

other setting to ensure the student’s 
safety and well-being. 

There are approximately 
17,000 school-aged 
students in Texas schools 
who are in foster care on 
any given day. 
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Foster Care 

Intended to be 
temporary 

Intended to 
protect the 

child from harm 
or further harm 

Could include 
extended foster 
care for youth 
over 18 years 

old 

Requires a 
court order 
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DFPS (Department of Family & Protective Services) 

Managing Conservatorship: used DFPS Placements: 
in the Texas Education Code and  Relative/kinship caregiver (a close 
by DFPS to describe the status of family friend) 
a child who is placed in DFPS legal  Foster family homes 
custody by a court order.  Cottage homes 

 Residential treatment centers and 
emergency shelters 
 Facilities overseen by another 

state agency 
 Adoptive family 
 Supervised independent living (SIL) 

arrangement. 
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Wheel of Support 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



TEA 
    

Pause to Process 
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Context 
Total Foster Care Students: 

17,090 

Under Identified 
2020-2021 
PEIMS Data 

27,875 in DFPS 
Conservatorship 5-18 years of age 

Sexual Abuse Neglectful Supervision 
Emotional Abuse Physical Neglect 
Physical Abuse Medical Neglect 

Labor and Sex Trafficking RAPR-Refusal to Assume 
Abandonment Parental Responsibility 

Children in out of home placement for 
reasons of safety and protection: 
 Victims of abuse, neglect and exploitation 
 Court ordered removal intervention 
 In the Conservatorship of Texas Department of Family 

and Protective Service 

Source: Texas Education Agency, PEIMS Standard Report Data 2020-2021 
Source: DFPS Data Book- Children in DFPS Conservatorship in Fiscal Year 2020 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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the Law 
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Foster Care/Every Student Succeed Act (ESSA) 

Mandatory collaboration between child welfare and educational 
agencies at both the local and state level to ensure school of origin 
protections, transportation, best interest decision-making, and dispute 
resolution processes are jointly established and followed. 

Designation of state and local level points of contact at both 
the educational and child welfare agencies to support implementation 
of ESSA education stability provisions for children in 
the foster care system. 

Collaboration on the best interest decision-
making processes between educational and child welfare agencies to 
determine factors that influence whether remaining in the school 
of origin is in the best interest of the child. 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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Foster Care/Every Student Succeed Act (ESSA) 

Education and child welfare joint development of local 
written transportation procedures and “additional cost” 
sharing of transportation when it is in the best interest for 
children in foster care to remain in their school of origin. 

Reporting of disaggregated data by state and local 
educational agencies on the academic achievement and 
graduation rates of students in foster care. 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



TEA 

  
  

  

     
    

         
   

      
 

      
   

  

    

Foster Care Liaisons 
 Texas Education Code Sec. 33.904 
 LIAISON FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN IN CONSERVATORSHIP OF THE STATE 

 (a) Each school district and open-enrollment charter school shall: 

 (1) appoint at least one employee to act as a liaison officer to facilitate the 
enrollment in or transfer to a public school or open-enrollment charter school of 
a child in the district or area served by the charter school who is in the 
conservatorship of the state; and 
 (2) submit the liaison's name and contact information to the agency in a 

format and under the schedule determined by the Commissioner. 

 (b) The agency shall provide information to the liaisons on practice for 
facilitating the enrollment in or transfer to a public school or open-enrollment 
charter school of children who are in the conservatorship of the state. 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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0 Student is not currently in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS 

1 Student is currently in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS 

2 Pre-kindergarten student was previously in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS 

3 Pre-kindergarten student is or ever has been in foster care in another state or territory, if the child 
resides in this state (Texas). TEC §29.153(b). 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



  
  

  
   

 

   
 

  

  
 

  
  

 
   

 

    

Enrollment 
Do Not Delay – Immediately 

enroll students in foster 
care. 

Maintain confidentiality & 
sensitivity in the front office 

when enrolling students. 

Request student's records Does the student need 
special education services? 

Is the student placed in 
appropriate classes? 

Does the student need 
materials and support? 

Conduct an Enrollment 
Conference within the first 
two weeks of enrolling at a 
new school (or within the 
first two weeks of being 

identified). 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



   

 

 

  

   

    

Enrollment 

Immediate Enrollment for Students in Foster Care 

2085 and 2085E forms 

School of Origin 

School Nutrition Program 

At Risk – Compensatory Education 

College Tuition and Fee Waiver 

Pre-K Letters provided to the school * DFPS Pre-K verification 
mailbox: Prekverificationsltrs@dfps.texas.gov 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 

mailto:Prekverificationsltrs@dfps.texas.gov


Form K-908- 2085- E 
Revised September 2015 

DESIGNATION OF EDUCATION DECISION-MAKER 
CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES (CPS) - PERMANENCY 

Purpose: DFPS must ensure t hat this form is provided to the court and the chi ld's school under Texas Family Code 
§2.il...Q_Qf w ith in five days of l he Adversary Hearing . DFPS must Inform the court of a ny changes In the Ed ucat ion 
Decision- Maker o r Surrogate Parent, lf applicable, in t he next permanency hearing report. DFPS must provide t he 
updated information to tt,e school no later than five days after any changes in the Education Decision-Maker or 
Surrogate Parent, if appl icable. 

Directions: To complete this form, fill in all applicable fields. For additional questions, contact your Regional 
Ed ucation Specialist. DFPS staff may not appoint a surrogate parent. DFPS staff may only list t he name of t he 
su rrogate parent a ppointed by the court o r the school. 

SECTION 1 : AUTHORITY TO MAKE EDUCATION DECISIONS 

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services ( DFPS) is authorized by court o rde r as prov ided in the Texas 
Family Code ~ to make education decisions o n behalr or t he fo llow ing chi ld cu rren tly In the co nservatorshlp of 
DFPS. 
Child's fu ll Name: Child's DFPS IMPACT Person ID: Chil d's Medicaid Number: 

Date o f Bi rth : County: Court Number : Cause Number: 

DFPS delegates to the foUowing individua l(s) (hereinafter referred to as the Educat ion Decision-Maker) the education 
decision- m a king responsibilities on beha lf of the child as desc ribed in this form . Note: A representative of DFPS 
ma be named as a ri111a a nd and or backu Education Decision-Maker. 
Designated pr imary Education Decision-Maker (and spouse, if a pplica ble): Date of desig nation: 

Email: 

Backup Education Decision-Maker: 

Surrogat e Educat ion Decision-Make r Date of desig nation : 
for special educat ion decisions: 

Telephone Nu mber(s): 

Date o f designation: 

Designated by : 

□ Cou rt 
!SD 

Federal and stat e law authorize the Individual wflD Is acting in the role of t he child' s parent or who Is appointed by t he 
school or the cou rt to be t he ~5U rrogat e parent~ for t he ch ild to exercise the rig hts a nd responsibi lities as outlined by 
the Ind ividua ls with Disabilities Educat ion Act and state law and rule. The individual is usua lly the fost e r parent o r 
dally caregiver, but may be a Court Appointed Special Advocate or o ttie r individua l with knowledge of t he chi ld. In 
some cases the biological parent may retai n the right to make certain special ed ucat ion decisions. 

The law does not allow a DFPS staff person, school d istr ict staff, o r anyone employed to prov ide care or treatm ent for 
t he ch ild to act as the parent or surrogate for specia l educat ion decision-making. A foster parent is not considered a 
person employed to p rovide c.are for th e chi ld. 

At age 18, t he rights of t he parent to m a ke educat ion decisions are transferred t o t he child , except fo r the chi ld wit h a 
disability who has been determined to be incapacitated under state law. 

Page 1 of 4 

TEA 

Form K-908-20S5-E 

SECTION 8: ACKNOWLEDGMENT, AGREEMENT, AND SIGNATURES 

As the Education Decision-Maker, I acknowledge and agree that· 
I have no professional interests that conflict with the interest of the child I represent. 

• I will comply with the Education Decision-Maker Rights and Resp:msibilities as described in SECTION 3. 
• I understand that failure to cooperate with DFPS may be the basis for revoking this designation. 

Education Decision-Maker signature: 

X 
Backup Signature: 

X 
DFPS Caseworker (print name): 

X 
Email Address· 

DFPS Supervisor (print name): 

X 
Email Address: 

Child's daily caregiver or facility staff (if different from 
Education Decision-Maker) (print name)· 

X 
Email Address: 

Date Signed· 

Date Signed: 

Phone Number: Alternate Phone Number: 

Phone Number: Alternate Phone Number: 

Phone Number: Alternate Phone Number: 

Page 4 of 4 

  

    

Educational Decision Maker Form – 2085E 
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~ Texas Department of 

~ Family and Protective Services 
Form K·908-2085KO 

Revised April 2020 

PLACEMENT AUTHORIZATION - KINSHIP OR OTHER NON-FOSTER CAREGIVER 

Purpose: Use this form to authorize placement in a regular kinship placement . 

Directions; To complete this fom,, see 2085KOins. After completing this form mark each box to indicate that 
information has been reviewed with the caregiver. Obtain signatures and give the original to the caregiver and 
maintain a copy in the case record. Contact your supervisor for issues regarding use of this form with regular kinship 
placements. 

CHILD'S INFORMATION 

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) has managing conservator of 

Child's Name: 

Lega l County 

Ethnicity: 

D Hispanic D Other 

Caregiver's Name : 

Court No.: 

Race: 

0 Whit e 

0 Black 

Person !D: 

Cause No. 

Medicaid No. Date of Birth: 

Date of Placement: 

0 Asian 

D Unable to Determine 

0 American Indian/Alaskan Native 

0 Native Hawai ian /Pacific Islander 

CAREGIVER INFORMATION 

Relationship to chi ld. Select all that apply: 

0 Relative 

D Temporary Possessory Consef"'llator 

D Otherc 

Page 1 of 4 

e Texas Department ol 
Family and Protective Services 

SIGNATURES 

Form K-908-2085KO 
Revised Apnl 2020 

DFPS, at its sole discretion, may remove the child from the caregiver at any t ime, subject to applicable court 
orders. 

Kinship Caregiver: Date Signed: Telephone No. : 

X 

DFPS Caseworker: Date Signed: Telephone No. : 

X 

DFPS Supervisor: Date Signed: Telephone No. : 

X 

Page 4 of 4 

TEA 

 

 

 

    

Placement Authorization 2085 

All forms in the 2085 series: 

Foster Care/Residential Care -
2085 FC 

Kinship or Other Non-Foster 
Caregiver - 2085 KO 

Legal Risk - 2085 LR 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



Department of State H ealth Services, Immunization Unit 
Provisional Enrollment for Students (Non-Higher Education; N on-Veterinary S tud ents) 

The following charts are intended to aid school nurses, office staff, private practitioners and the general public in understanding the 
eligibility of students enrolling in Texas schools in accordance with Title 25, Rules §97.66 and §97.69 of the Texas dministrative Code. 
P lease consult §97.65 and §97.68 of the Texas Administrative Code for guidance on verification of immunity/history of illness and 
acceptable evidence of vaccination(s). 

O TE: This resource does not apply to child-care facilities. Please refer to §97 .66 for provisional enrollment criteria that apply to child
care facilities . 

student is a 
dependent of a person 
who is on active duty 

with the Armed Forces 
of the nited States. 

The student can be 
enrolled provisionally 
for no more than 30 
days if transferring 
from one school to 
another and waiting 

on the transfer of the 
immunization record. 

l 

Students without an Immunization Record 

A student is transferring 
from another school 

within Texas. 

The student may be 
enrolled provisionally for 

30 days while awaiting 
the transfer of the 

im.munization record. j 

student is homeless or is in 
foster care. 

The student shall be 
admitted temporarily for 

30 days if acceptable 
evidence of vaccination is 
not available. The school 

shall promptly refer the 
student to the appropriate 
health provider to obtain 

the required vaccines. 

A student has never attended 
school before, or is transferrin.g 

frotn out of state. 

'lbe tudent c annot be enrolled 
until an immunization record i s 
provided. Once received, if the 

immunization record indicates that 
tJ,.e student has received at least 
one dose of each specified age

appropriate vaccine required and is 
on schedule to receive subsequent 

doses as rapidly as tnedically 
feasible, the srudent may be 

enrolled provisionally. 

For more information, please contact the lmmLU"l.ization Unit at (800) 252-9152 or visit http s : //www.dshs.texas.gov/immu n ize/ . 

TEA 

  

    

Immunization – Provisional Enrollment Resource 
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' ' ' ' ----::~:::::::::::::::::~ 

filUDENT WE:!-f!l,8'~-
:sTUDENT SUPPORT S=E=R=v~1=c=E=s=---

; ---Fi~ 
__________________ _:__ ___ _(_EXHIBIT} 

EXHIBIT A 

STUDENT IN FOSTER CARE EDUCATIONAL BEST-INTEREST FACTORS 

A student in foster care may remain at his or her school of origin unless the Department of 
Family and Protective Services (DFPS) ro~s.a~im1ti.an thal it is not in the child's besl 
inlerest. "School ol orig in" is defined as the school !hat the student is aHending al the l ime of 
the studen1's placement in foster care or ot a change in placement This form provides infor
mafion tha1 will help Ille DFPS lo determine whether ii is in th e best interest of a student in 
foste r care to remain in Ille school of origin when there is an initial placement in foster care or 
a change in residential placement and lo evaluate whal is best for the student's educalion. 

This form should be completed by re,presenlatives from Ille student's school of orig in who are 
knowledgeable about the student and are al>le to provide feedback on how changing schools 
would impact the student's academic, social, and emotional well-being; significant relation
ships that l he studenl may have formed with staff and peers ; and olher factors. These indi
viduals could include Ille student's teacher, counselor, coach, !osier care liaison, or other 
meaningful person in the studenl's life. Each District representatlve should complete a sepa
rate form. 

Completed forms should be provided to the District foster care liaison, who wfll share the 
form with Ille sludent's education decision-maker and caseworker. 

Sludenfs name: __________________________ _ 

Sludenfs grade level: ________________________ _ 

Sludenfs school of orig:in: _______________________ _ 

Name and title of person compleli ng form: _________________ _ 

Relationship to stude11t: ________________________ _ 

Student Prefere11ces 

Has Ille student expressed any preferences regarding which school lhe student wi ll aHend? 
Please provide details. 

Has Ille sludent expressed any feeHngs about safety or olher relevant aspects regarding the 
environmenl at the school of origin? Please provide .delails. 

  

   
 

 
 

  

    

Educational Best-Interest Coordination 

 TASB Education Best 
Interest Form 
 Supports Coordination 

with DFPS 
 To be filled out by 

Foster Care 
Liaison/school staff and 
provided to DFPS to 
support education 
decision-making 

 Located on the TEA Foster Care 
resources page 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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Transportation of 
Students in Foster 
Care 

Definitions 

Additional Costs 

School of Origin 

~ Sludent Succeeds Act (ESSA) addresses additional pro
tections for students in foster care and estab~shes a syslem of joint 
responsibility for school dislricts, the state education agency, and 
the state and local child welfare agencies lo ensure lhe educ,ational 
slabilily of slude,nts in foster care. [See TEA's Fosler Care & StU
denl Success website al http:ineaJexas.gov/FosterCareStudenl
Successlresourcesl for resources, including a detailed Q&A docu. 
ment, and the U.S. De-partment of Education and Heallh and 
Human Services' Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational 
Stability for Children in Foster Cara al http:/llw1,v2.ed.qov/pol
icy/elsecJleg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf. I 

ESSA requires each Texas school districl to collaborate with lhe 
Texas Department of Fam□y and Prolective Se-rvices (DFPS) lo de
velop and implement clear, written procedures for how transporta
tion to maintain a sludent in foster care in his or her school of origin 
(unless it is not in the student's best inte rest) will be provided, ar
ranged, and fun ded. The proced ures must ensure that lhe trans
portation wi ll be provided promptly, in a cost-effeclive manner, in 
accordance with federal child weKare Title IV-E funding require
ments [section 475(4)(A) of tile Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(4)(A))), and ensure Iha! if lhere are any additional cosls in
curred in providing transportation to maintain tile student in his or 
her school of origin , the District wiU provide lhe transportalion if: 

The child weKare agency agrees lo reimburse the District for 
the additional costs; 

The District agrees to pay lhe additional costs ; or 

The child welfare agency and District agency e<plil the addi
tional costs. 

By December 10, 2016, and annually thereafter as directed by 
TEA, lhe Dislri,ct musl provide an assurance to TEA in the District's 
TiHe I Plan and ~ appricalion that the district has transporta
t ion procedures meeting the above requirements. 

"Adclitional costs" reflect lhe difference l:letween what the District 
would spend to transport a sludent to the assigned school and the 
cost of lrnnsporting a student in losler care lo his or her school of 
origin . TiOe I, Part A funds may be used to pay for addilional trans
portation costs in TiHe I districts. 

The school of origin is the school in which a studenl is enrolled al 
the l ime of placement in !osier care or a change in placement A 
slude-nt in !osier care is entilled lo remain enrolled in his or her 
school of origin unless ii is determined not to be in the studenl's 
best interest to stay al tll at school. Texas law allows a student in 

   

  

 

  

    

Transportation for Students in Foster Care 

 TASB Transportation Procedure 
Planning Template 
 Transportation Procedures 
 Transportation Strategies 
 Individual Transportation Plan 

 Located on the TEA Foster Care 
resources page 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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DFPS REGIONS 

ESC REGIONS 

T IP: DFPS and ESC service regions differ. It is important to clarify which type of region is being 
referred to when working with partners from the child welfare system . 

. .. .... ................................ .......... ............................... ............................... ....... . 

TEA 

 

    

DFPS and ESC Regions 
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Regional Texas Contacts 

 Existing points of contact in the both education and child 
welfare systems can help Texas to meet these new 
requirements 

DFPS Education Specialists 

District/Charter School Foster Care Liaisons and ESC Foster 
Care Champions 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 
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Education Best Interest Coordination| Considerations 

DFPS Considerations:  

How long is the placement expected to last 
and what is the permanent plan? 

Are there any safety issues to consider? 

Which school does the child prefer? Why? 

Appropriate timing in school year, semester, 
etc? 

LEA information to Support Decision-
making: 
 Student Preferences – e.g. Has the 

student shared about what school they 
would like to attend? 
Academic Factors – e.g. Is the student 

receiving specialized instruction? 
Social and Emotional Factors – e.g. 

Describe any meaningful relationships 
the student has formed with school 
staff, peers, etc? 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



  
 

 
 

 

    

Pause for Processing 

What bright ideas have 
you received from the 
presentation? 

What information 
sparked ideas about 
what you can do within 
your LEA? 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



     
     

      

 

  

    

Transition Assistance: Rule Requirements § 89.1605 Overview 

LEAs must: 
Develop systems to ease transitions of 
students who are homeless or in foster care 
during the first two weeks of enrollment at a 
new school. 

Systems must include: 

Student welcome packets 

School Introduction to ease transitions 

Nutrition benefits 

Enrollment conference 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021. All rights reserved 



TEA . 
.,. , ,.(,J ......... ~ 

STUDENT WELCOME PACKET 
REQUIREMENTS AND BEST PRACTICES 
TAC§ 89.1605 

Local Educational Age-octM fl£As) must provide- we-lcome packets to students i,o.rho are
horne-lC'-., or in ro,lt'l ,,1U"Mlhm th•• fi ri.r h'YO 111('('kS of cnrollm('nt. LtA'!. 11uy includ~ Ch!r> 
required welcome pad,et contents with any existing items being provided to new students, 

fl WELCOME PACKET REQUIRED ITEMS: 

• Extracurrkular actMties 
{t.g..flnt>ttS.Oll>l<tlcs. OIC.) 

• CJub actMties 

• lnfOffllJltiononftit~ 

• Tu1ortng opportunkles 

• Student code of conduct 

• Contact information for 
pertiftent school suff 

> • contact lnfOffll.atJon fo r pertlnent 
~ school sloft. . """"""' . ...... 

P, 5otitlWQrqq; 

p, FOSU!tC.ri!>l.J61scn 

p, ~V~t.mn 

p, Pnnopfl&~pnnc,iptls ·----{ ... """" edta:ntJor\. EL a:rucr,, GIT cauc\ 504 
pragrarn!,PAS..) 

W ADDITIONAL FOSTER CARE AND 
~ MCKINNEY-VENTO ITEMS: 

• Othe,~~..-.ilable 
e Stl.dent~prq;1sn:. nyi:v-.eo(e.g., F"ll'dHelp.org) 

~°,\ STRATEGIES TO EASE TRANSITIONS 
» PJo,,,,oe J'IO'OdwaioN!t-&-&tfi lrll/CMM:tlonl.CMl'lput!OU'1.~l'lltk0ffie 

~ttc.)fflhlntwoweeksotervalment... 

~~«ingp«Cfllltr1Slrl""4'Md'ISUl!l'Of~l'Mtrtol'ICl!ln 
~rlretld~,._.lunch'McPl$tlJl:lrtt.erldltneck-lnYtthstudent:s 
lhro.ighoullhedtl-f. 

Pl'OwlOt l'l~Cll'lopH:f,(0-pte' Pf1)1ren'IS. Sucr'IUstuOtl'IC•ltd.:Mies. 
~~ prcgr,nu., uu-iQffKl.1111~ Cl'-

~ Deslj;n,ltr•~ITmembeftownomCMmJdem:unructlOIJlror.suppan: 
lr'ICI~ Thdpersot1~•:s.!ft'Sp«rl'Ol'U',cswoenttoSIWlrru,., 
~ ntt<I$, OI (Nt\iU 

a =~~~::=::.-n· 
j, STUDENT AMBASSADORS 

{fl} 
KEY CONTACTS 
t> CllfTlfll.l5. staff membef"S. 

t> SteffmnntJ"nwflO 
hew bttn ~gnai:ca as 
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Transition Assistance Tools 
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TEA. 
Texas Education Agency 

TEXAS 
"•( Childr~n'~ 
~ Comm1ss1on -
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Transition Planning 

Transition Planning Guide for
Students in Foster Care Receiving

Special Education Services 
(PDF) 

 Crosswalk of education and 
DFPS required activities. 
 Recommendations for coordination 

and alignment across systems. 
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Transition into Adulthood 

 Insurance 
 STAR Health (a Medicaid

program) 
 Update addresses 

 Drivers's License 
 Waived driver's license fees 

 Other Documents 
 Birth certificate 
 Social security card 
 Immunization records 

11/22/2021 

 Insurance cards 
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Post- Secondary Education 

 Tuition and Fee Waiver 

 Education and Training 
Voucher (ETV) 

 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

 Higher Education Foster 
Care Liaisons 
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 Foster Care 
Resources 



Foster Care Frequently Asked Quest ions (FAQ) 

Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs Division 

PE IMS Codine 

1, When a student leaves fos1e r care, do they remain coded for the year? 

A student .should remain coded for the entire year, regard less of whether the student i.s no longer in 
foste r care due to reu nification with parents, an adoption, or another outcome. 

The Foster Care Indicator code does not carry over from year to year. A student's time in Texas 

Department of Famify & Protective Servi ces (OFPS) Managing Con.servatorship is t emporary. The 

student must be re-identified in PEIMS at the beginning of each school year. 

2. Are foster care students also roded as "at-risk" under ~ ? 

Yes. Students enrolled with documentation that Indicates they are currentty in fos ter care must be 

coded with PEIMS at-risk indicator code #11. 

Stude nts in foster care may a lso meet other criteria for the at-risk indicators. These should be 

conside red separately from a student's foste r care status. If a student leaves foster care, t hey may 

continue to be coded as at-risk unde r other qua lifyi ng criteria. 

In some circumstances, students in or formerly in foster ca re should be coded wit h PEIMS at-risk 
indicator code #13 under TEC 29.081(d)(13). By definition a lone, students in or formerly in foster care 
do not meet the state criteria for indicator code #13. 

For more information visit, TEA Compensatory Ed ucation FAQ 

3 . How do I code a student who is from another state's foster care system? 

If the student is not in DFPS Managing Conservatorship, they a re not flagged for foster care status in 

PEI MS; however, they a re e ligible fo r schoo l nut rition and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) benefits 

(see the .,otbe( :5:ertion of this FAQ).1 We e ncourage foster care lia i.sons and local educational 
agencies (LEAs.) to look out for students in these scenarios and support them, even t hough they a re not 

captu red in PEIMS. 

4 . Can students in foster care a lso be coded as homeless? 

Stude nts who are awatt:ing fos te r care placem ent a re not e ligible to be identified as homeless. 

However, there are scenarios when a student in foster care is living in a setting that meets the 

definition of homeless under McKinney-Vento. For example, a Child With Out Placement, a lso known 
as CWOP, is living in a setting that meets the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless. In these settings, 

1 Althou,h TIC only requires PE IMS re portin, of students who are in DFPS Managin, Conservators hip, students in the 
ma naging conservatorship of another state should receive t he same benefits as studenu in OFPS. 

 

 

 

    

Foster Care FAQ 

Topics 
• PEIMS coding 
• Pre-K qualifications 
• Post-secondary 

education 
• Foster Care liaisons 
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Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide 2.0 

*2 New Chapters* 

Chapter 8 
Every Student Succeeds 

Act 
 Rights for students in 

foster care. 
 Educational Stability: 

 School of origin 
 Education best-

interest 
 Transportation 

coordination 
 Data collection and 

reporting 

Chapter 10 
Trauma-Informed Education 
 Traumatic childhood 

experiences. 
 Trauma-informed school 

communities. 
 Supporting mental and 

behavioral health of 
students in foster care. 

 Truancy and discipline. 
 Multi-tiered systems of 

support. 



TEA 

      

 
  

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
        

 

  
 

   
  

    

Chapters in the New Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide 

Chapter 1: Education & 
Students in Foster Care 

Chapter 2: Increasing 
Cross-Systems 

Awareness 

Chapter 3: Building 
Cross-Systems 

Partnership 

Chapter 4: Child Welfare 
101 

Chapter 5: Foster Care 
Liaisons 

Chapter 6: School 
Enrollment, 

Withdrawal, & other 
Transition 

Considerations 

Chapter 7: Identifying 
Students & Maintaining 

Confidentiality 

Chapter 8: Every Student 
Succeeds Act 

Chapter 9: Education 
Decision-Making 

Chapter 10: Trauma-
Informed School Support 

Chapter 11: Student 
Support & Interventions 

Chapter 12: Special 
Education Services 

Chapter 13: Transitioning 
from Foster Care & Post-
Secondary Opportunities 
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--------------------------------------~ 

Update AskTed 

*LEAs need to confirm that their FC 
Liaison listed in AskTED is accurate. 
If not, contact the LEA AskTED 
Coordinator to request any changes 
or updates to the AskTED directory. 
More information is available on 
TEA’s Foster Care and Student 
Success website, under the Foster 
Care Liaison tab. 

*ESC Foster Care Champions also posted 
in AskTED* 

LEA Foster 
Care 

Liaisons 
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High y Mobile and At Risk, and Mental 
Health Supports 

Purpose 
To increase awareness, build capacity, and improve TEA supports, resources and tools availab le for Texas 

schools to address the unique needs and statutory requirements of highly mobile and at-risk students. 

Ultimately, the Division exi sts to improve the school experience and education outcomes of al l highly mobile 

and at-r isk students in Texas public schools. 

~ 
Mental and Bc:havioral Health 

* ~ ~ ~ 
Military Connected Students Pregnancy Related Services Texas Education for Homeless 

 

 

  

    

HM&AR Homepage 
Academics / Special Student Populations 

NEW! Program newsletter archive 

 Student Programs Webinars 
 View past webinars and trainings 
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Foster Care Newsletter 

Released on October 5th, 2021 

 Back-to-School Checklist 

 Foster Care Liaison Appointment Reminder 
 PEIMS Coding and Documents 

 Pre-K Eligibility for Students in Foster Care 

 Foster Care Q&A 
 Transition Assistance 

 Self-Assessment Tool 

 New TEA Foster Care Contact 
 Future LEA spotlights 

 Send to: fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov 

mailto:fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov


Foster Care Webpages Redesign 
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Main Page 

 Foster Care Points of Contact 

 Foster Care Resources 

 Frequently Ask Questions 
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Popular Applications AskTED ECOS for Educators Grant Opportunities Secure Applications nAl. Login TSDS Hetpft 
Desk 

TEA® 
Texas Educat ion Agency 

II 
A - Z Index Contact Employme EA Correspondence 

ffl oO □ ~ 
About TEA Texas Schools Academics Finance & Grants Reports & Data Student Assessment Texas Educators 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Texas Home Learning 

The Latest TEA News 
The latest news from the Texas Education Agency is available through news releases. on line correspondence, mailing lists, and other posted informat ion. 

Emergency Support Texas Schools About 

~ 

TEA 

El O Specr:ail StJ1ulle1lilt Popu lations 

D At-Risk arud Highl'y Mobile Studerut Progra I Divis lon 

D Eanj1 Ch ilidhood Ed lllcat i.OJil 

D Eru lish Lea rners 

D Foster Ca ire andl s· uderut Suocess 

D Gi edfTaleru tedl E,ducat ion 

D Languag1es Other Than E11gllish 

D McKinney-Ve111 to Homeless Education 

D Mental and Bell1avioral Healtll1 

D IMili ary Co nected Studlents 

D Pregnancy Pmgrams 

D Spanish1 cuniculum Standairdls 

D Special Education Upda es 

 

        

Sign Up for Updates! 
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Questions 

If you have further questions: 
please email 

fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov 
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Survey 
 Please use the QR code or link to provide feedback of this 

presentation. 

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6sNFrRUFWH3kwXs 
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