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Chapter 74. Curriculum Requirements 

Subchapter A. Required Curriculum 
Statutory Authority: The provisions of this Subchapter A issued under Texas Education Code, §§7.102, 28.002, 
28.023, 28.025, 28.054, and 38.003, unless otherwise noted. 

§74.1. Essential Knowledge and Skills. 

(a) A school district that offers kindergarten through Grade 12 must offer the following as a required 
curriculum: 

(1) a foundation curriculum that includes: 

(A) English language arts; 

(B) mathematics; 

(C) science; and 

(D) social studies, consisting of Texas, United States and world history, government, 
geography, and economics, with emphasis on the free enterprise system and its benefits; 
and 

(2) an enrichment curriculum that includes: 

(A) to the extent possible, languages other than English; 

(B) health, with emphasis on: 

(i) physical health, including the importance of proper nutrition and exercise; 

(ii) mental health, including instruction about mental health conditions, substance 
abuse, skills to manage emotions, establishing and maintaining positive 
relationships, and responsible decision-making; and 

(iii) suicide prevention, including recognizing suicide-related risk factors and 
warning signs; 

(C) physical education; 

(D) fine arts; 

(E) career and technical education; 

(F) technology applications; 

(G) religious literature, including the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and New 
Testament, and its impact on history and literature; and 

(H) personal financial literacy. 

(b) A school district must provide instruction in the essential knowledge and skills of the appropriate grade 
levels in the foundation and enrichment curriculum as specified in paragraphs (1)-(12) of this subsection. A 
school district may add elements at its discretion but must not delete or omit instruction in the foundation 
and enrichment curriculum specified in subsection (a) of this section. 

(1) Chapter 110 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language 
Arts and Reading). 

(2) Chapter 111 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Mathematics). 

(3) Chapter 112 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Science). 

(4) Chapter 113 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social Studies). 
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(5) Chapter 114 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other 
Than English). 

(6) Chapter 115 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Health Education). 

(7) Chapter 116 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Physical 
Education). 

(8) Chapter 117 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts). 

(9) Chapter 126 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Technology 
Applications). 

(10) Chapter 127 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Career 
Development). 

(11) Chapter 128 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Spanish Language 
Arts and English as a Second Language). 

(12) Chapter 130 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Career and 
Technical Education). 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §74.1 issued under Texas Education Code, §§7.102(c)(4), 28.002, and 
28.025. 

Source: The provisions of this §74.1 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 4311; amended to be 
effective September 1, 1998, 23 TexReg 5675; amended to be effective October 3, 2004, 29 TexReg 9185; amended 
to be effective January 9, 2007, 32 TexReg 80; amended to be effective April 21, 2010, 35 TexReg 3028; amended to 
be effective May 30, 2012, 37 TexReg 3808; amended to be effective June 18, 2014, 39 TexReg 4652; amended to be 
effective October 25, 2020, 45 TexReg 7421. 
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§74.2. Description of a Required Elementary Curriculum. 

(a) A school district that offers kindergarten through Grade 5 must provide instruction in the required 
curriculum as specified in §74.1 of this title (relating to Essential Knowledge and Skills). The district must 
ensure that sufficient time is provided for teachers to teach and for students to learn English language arts 
and reading, mathematics, science, social studies, fine arts, health, physical education, technology 
applications, and to the extent possible, languages other than English. The school district may provide 
instruction in a variety of arrangements and settings, including mixed-age programs designed to permit 
flexible learning arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction for all student populations to 
support student attainment of course and grade level standards. 

(b) A school district that provides instruction for Grade 6 in a self-contained elementary class as part of 
elementary school shall provide instruction for students in Grade 6 in all of the Middle School 1 Texas 
essential knowledge and skills for art, dance, music, and theatre as specified in Chapter 117 of this title 
(relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts). 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §74.2 issued under Texas Education Code, §7.102(c)(4) and §28.002. 

Source: The provisions of this §74.2 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 4311; amended to be 
effective September 1, 1998, 23 TexReg 5675; amended to be effective January 9, 2007, 32 TexReg 80; amended to 
be effective August 24, 2015, 40 TexReg 5328. 
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§74.3. Description of a Required Secondary Curriculum. 

(a) Middle Grades 6-8. 

(1) A school district that offers Grades 6-8 must provide instruction in the required curriculum as 
specified in §74.1 of this title (relating to Essential Knowledge and Skills). The district must 
ensure that sufficient time is provided for teachers to teach and for students to learn English 
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, at least one of the four disciplines in fine arts 
(art, dance, music, theatre), health, physical education, technology applications, and to the extent 
possible, languages other than English. The school district may provide instruction in a variety of 
arrangements and settings, including mixed-age programs designed to permit flexible learning 
arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction for all student populations to support 
student attainment of course and grade level standards. 

(2) The school district must ensure that, beginning with students who enter Grade 6 in the 2010-2011 
school year, each student completes one Texas essential knowledge and skills-based fine arts 
course in Grade 6, Grade 7, or Grade 8. 

(3) A district shall offer and maintain evidence that students have the opportunity to take courses in at 
least three of the four disciplines in fine arts. The requirement to offer three of the four disciplines 
in fine arts may be reduced to two by the commissioner of education upon application of a school 
district with a total middle school enrollment of less than 250 students. 

(b) Secondary Grades 9-12. 

(1) A school district that offers Grades 9-12 must provide instruction in the required curriculum as 
specified in §74.1 of this title. The district must ensure that sufficient time is provided for teachers 
to teach and for students to learn the subjects in the required curriculum. The school district may 
provide instruction in a variety of arrangements and settings, including mixed-age programs 
designed to permit flexible learning arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction for 
all student populations to support student attainment of course and grade level standards. 

(2) A school district must offer courses listed in subparagraphs (A)-(J) of this paragraph, unless 
selection from a list of courses is specified, and maintain evidence that students have the 
opportunity to take these courses: 

(A) English language arts--English I, II, III, and IV and at least one additional advanced 
English course; 

(B) mathematics--Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Precalculus, and Mathematical Models 
with Applications; 

(C) science-- 

(i) Integrated Physics and Chemistry, Biology, Chemistry, Physics; and 

(ii) at least two additional science courses selected from Aquatic Science, 
Astronomy, Earth Systems Science, Environmental Systems, Advanced Animal 
Science, Advanced Plant and Soil Science, Anatomy and Physiology, Physics 
for Engineering, Biotechnology I, Biotechnology II, Engineering Design and 
Problem Solving, Food Science, Forensic Science, Medical Microbiology, 
Pathophysiology, Scientific Research and Design, Engineering Science, Fluid 
Mechanics, Mechanics of Materials, and advanced level biology, chemistry, 
physics, and environmental science courses offered as dual credit as referenced 
in §74.11(i) of this title (relating to High School Graduation Requirements) or a 
course selected from §74.12(b)(3)(A) or (B) of this title (relating to Foundation 
High School Program); 

(D) social studies--United States History Studies Since 1877, World History Studies, United 
States Government, World Geography Studies, Personal Financial Literacy, Economics 
with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and Its Benefits, and Personal Financial 
Literacy and Economics; 
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(E) physical education--at least two courses selected from Lifetime Fitness and Wellness 
Pursuits, Lifetime Recreation and Outdoor Pursuits, or Skill-Based Lifetime Activities; 

(F) fine arts--courses selected from at least two of the four fine arts areas (art, music, theatre, 
and dance)--Art I, II, III, IV; Music I, II, III, IV; Theatre I, II, III, IV; or Dance I, II, III, 
IV; 

(G) career and technical education-- three or more career and technical education courses for 
four or more credits with at least one advanced course aligned with a specified number of 
Texas Education Agency-designated programs of study determined by enrollment as 
follows: 

(i) one program of study for a district with fewer than 500 students enrolled in high 
school; 

(ii) two programs of study for a district with 501-1,000 students enrolled in high 
school; 

(iii) three programs of study for a district with 1,001-2,000 students enrolled in high 
school; 

(iv) four programs of study for a district with 1,001-5,000 students enrolled in high 
school; 

(v) five programs of study for a district with 5,001-10,000 students enrolled in high 
school; and 

(vi) six programs of study for a district with more than 10,000 students enrolled in 
high school. 

(H) languages other than English--Levels I, II, and III or higher of the same language; 

(I) computer science--one course selected from Fundamentals of Computer Science, 
Computer Science I, or another advanced computer science course; and 

(J) speech--Communication Applications. 

(3) The following requirements may be reduced to one by the commissioner of education upon 
application of a school district with a total high school enrollment of less than 500 students: 

(A) the requirement to offer two additional science courses; and 

(B) the requirement to offer both Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System 
and Its Benefits and Personal Financial Literacy and Economics. 

(4) Districts may offer additional courses from the complete list of courses approved by the State 
Board of Education to satisfy graduation requirements as referenced in this chapter. 

(5) A school district must provide each student the opportunity to participate in each course the 
district is required to offer or selects to offer as specified in subsection (b)(2) of this section. The 
district must provide students the opportunity each year to select courses in which they intend to 
participate from a list that includes all courses required to be offered in subsection (b)(2) of this 
section. If the school district will not offer the required courses every year, but intends to offer 
particular courses only every other year, it must notify all enrolled students of that fact. A school 
district must teach a course that is specifically required for high school graduation at least once in 
any two consecutive school years. For a subject that has an end-of-course assessment, the district 
must either teach the course every year or employ options described in Subchapter C of this 
chapter (relating to Other Provisions) to enable students to earn credit for the course and must 
maintain evidence that it is employing those options. 

(c) Courses in the foundation and enrichment curriculum in Grades 6-12 must be provided in a manner that 
allows all grade promotion and high school graduation requirements to be met in a timely manner. Nothing 
in this chapter shall be construed to require a district to offer a specific course in the foundation and 
enrichment curriculum except as required by this subsection. 
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Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §74.3 issued under Texas Education Code, §§7.102(c)(4), 28.002(a) and 
(c), 28.0021, and 28.025(b-1) and (b-22). 

Source: The provisions of this §74.3 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 4311; amended to be 
effective October 13, 1997, 22 TexReg 10129; amended to be effective September 1, 1998, 23 TexReg 5675; 
amended to be effective September 1, 2001, 25 TexReg 7691; amended to be effective October 3, 2004, 29 TexReg 
9185; amended to be effective January 9, 2007, 32 TexReg 80; amended to be effective December 23, 2009, 34 
TexReg 9198; amended to be effective April 21, 2010, 35 TexReg 3028; amended to be effective May 30, 2012, 37 
TexReg 3808; amended to be effective June 18, 2014, 39 TexReg 4652; amended to be effective August 24, 2015, 40 
TexReg 5328; amended to be effective October 23, 2016, 41 TexReg 8196; amended to be effective October 25, 
2020, 45 TexReg 7421; amended to be effective August 1, 2022, 47 TexReg 4501; amended to be effective August 1, 
2025, 50 TexReg 3904. 
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§74.5. Academic Achievement Record (Transcript). 

(a) The commissioner of education shall develop and distribute to each school district and institution of higher 
education the state guidelines for a common academic achievement record and coding system for courses 
and instructions for recording information on the academic achievement record. Each school district must 
use the coding system provided by the commissioner. 

(b) Following guidelines developed by the commissioner, each school district must use an academic 
achievement record (transcript) form that includes the following: 

(1) student demographics; 

(2) school data; 

(3) student data; and 

(4) the record of courses and credits earned. 

(c) The academic achievement record shall serve as the academic record for each student and must be 
maintained permanently by the district. Each district must ensure that copies of the record are made 
available for a student transferring from one district to another. To ensure appropriate placement of a 
transfer student, a district must respond promptly to each request for student records from a receiving 
school district. 

(d) Any credit earned by a student must be recorded on the academic achievement record, regardless of when 
the credit was earned. 

(e) A student who completes high school graduation requirements shall have attached to the academic 
achievement record a seal approved by the State Board of Education. 

(f) A student who completes the requirements for an endorsement shall have the endorsement clearly indicated 
on the academic achievement record. 

(g) A student who earns a performance acknowledgment shall have the performance acknowledgment clearly 
indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(h) A student who earns the distinguished level of achievement shall have the distinguished level of 
achievement clearly indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(i) A student who demonstrates proficiency in speech as specified in §74.11(a)(3) of this title (relating to High 
School Graduation Requirements) shall have completion of the speech requirement clearly indicated on the 
academic achievement record. 

(j) A student who completes the required instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator (AED) as specified in §74.38 of this title (relating to Requirements for 
Instruction in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of an automated external defibrillator 
(AED) in Grade 9, 10, 11, or 12 shall have completion of the CPR and use of an AED instruction clearly 
indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(k) A student who completes the required instruction on proper interaction with peace officers shall have 
completion of the instruction clearly indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(l) A student who completes and submits a free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas 
application for state financial aid (TASFA) or submits the Texas Education Agency-approved opt-out form 
shall have the completion of the financial aid application requirement clearly indicated on the academic 
achievement record. 

(m) A student who satisfies a languages other than English graduation credit requirement by successfully 
completing a dual language immersion program at an elementary school in accordance with 
§74.12(b)(5)(F) of this title (relating to Foundation High School Program) shall have the credit clearly 
indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(n) A student who earns a high school diploma by satisfying the requirements of the Texas First Early High 
School Completion Program in accordance with Chapter 21, Subchapter D, of this title (relating to the 
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Texas First Early High School Completion Program) shall have completion of the program and the 
distinguished level of achievement clearly indicated on the academic achievement record. 

(o) A student who completes all graduation requirements except for required end-of-course assessment 
instruments may be issued a certificate of coursework completion. The academic achievement record will 
include a notation of the date such a certificate was issued to the student. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §74.5 issued under Texas Education Code, §§7.102(c)(13), 28.0023, and 
28.025(e), and 28.0256(a). 

Source: The provisions of this §74.5 adopted to be effective June 18, 2014, 39 TexReg 4652; amended to be effective 
May 24, 2016, 41 TexReg 3689; amended to be effective August 27, 2018, 43 TexReg 4188; amended to be effective 
July 1, 2021, 46 TexReg 3873; amended to be effective June 15, 2023, 48 TexReg 2940; adopted to be effective 
August 1, 2024, 49 TexReg 4429. 
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§74.6. College and Career Readiness and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills Alignment. 

(a) In accordance with the Texas Education Code, §28.008, the State Board of Education shall incorporate 
College and Career Readiness Standards approved by the commissioner of education and the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board into the essential knowledge and skills and indicate the alignment of the 
College and Career Readiness Standards with the essential knowledge and skills. 

(b) The figure in this subsection identifies the alignment of the College and Career Readiness Standards for 
mathematics with the essential knowledge and skills. 

Figure: 19 TAC §74.6(b)  

(c) The figure in this subsection identifies the alignment of the College and Career Readiness Standards for 
science with the essential knowledge and skills. 

Figure: 19 TAC §74.6(c) 

(d) The figure in this subsection identifies the alignment of the College and Career Readiness Standards for 
social studies with the essential knowledge and skills. 

Figure: 19 TAC §74.6(d) 

(e) The figure in this subsection identifies the alignment of the College and Career Readiness Standards for 
cross-disciplinary studies with the essential knowledge and skills. 

Figure: 19 TAC §74.6(e)  

(f) The figure in this subsection identifies the alignment of the College and Career Readiness Standards for 
English language arts with the essential knowledge and skills. 

Figure: 19 TAC §74.6(f) 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §74.6 issued under Texas Education Code, §28.008. 

Source: The provisions of this §74.6 adopted to be effective April 6, 2016, 41 TexReg 2479; amended to be effective 
November 24, 2019, 44 TexReg 7049. 
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