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 LASO Cycle 4 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)- NEXT 

 

Frequently Asked Questions    

This document will provide frequently asked questions to guide our partners in their decision-making process 
to determine which grants are the best fit, aligned to district goals and needs.   
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LASO Cycle 4 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)- NEXT 

General Questions and Resources 
Refer to the General Webinar FAQ deck here, for information on Program Guidelines, Webinar Decks, 
Guidance Docs, and more. 

Below are the FAQs related to the Navigating Excellence through Targeted Supports (NEXT) Initiative: 

Section A: Program Overview 

What is the purpose of the NEXT initiative? 

• The Navigating Excellence Through Targeted Supports Initiative (“NEXT”) is designed to 
support low-performing elementary school campuses at school districts and open-enrollment 
charters to implement high quality math and/or reading language arts curriculum and 
instruction, aligned targeted tutoring, and targeted community and parent engagement.    

Who are the Approved Providers for NEXT? (Updated 10/13/25) 

• The NEXT grant technical assistance providers will be announced by February 2026. 

Will the NEXT grant provide funding for high-impact tutoring? (Updated 10/13/25) 

• The NEXT grant includes holistic support for low performing schools include tier 1 HQIM 
implementation, supplemental instruction including tutoring, and leadership and family 
engagement supports. See program guidelines for additional information on allowable 
expenses. 

How many HQIM curriculums does a district need to be implementing to be eligible? 

• Districts must adopt High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM) in math and RLA that are full-
subject approved based on the Instructional Materials Review and Approval (IMRA) process.  

Is the award designated for five campuses statewide, or for up to five campuses within each 
district? 

• The NEXT grant is open to eligible applicants statewide. Five campuses will be awarded based 
on the methodology outlined in the Program Guidelines.  

Are there any requirements for specific tutoring providers that can be used? 

• NEXT does not require any specific tutoring provider.  

HQIM in reading and math for all grade levels? Or just one? 

• IMRA-approved full subject HQIM is required for all grade levels in Math and ELA.   

 

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-general-webinar-faq-revised-102025-0.pdf
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If a campus is on the eligibility list, but they only serve grades 5 and 6, then they would really be a 
good candidate for this grant as it would be a holistic school program, correct? 

• We encourage districts to refer to the NEXT Program Guidelines to determine whether NEXT 
program supports are the right fit for specific eligible campuses.  

Where do we find the eligibility list? 

• On the LASO 4 Webpage. Here is a copy of the PDF: https://tea.texas.gov/texas-
schools/health-safety-discipline/next-eligibility-list-laso-4.pdf 

Is there a requirement to implement bluebonnet curriculum? 

• No, but HQIM in math and RLA is required.  

Is the NEXT grant program as a whole a pilot program? 

• The NEXT program offered through LASO 4 is the first NEXT cohort. TEA expects to offer a 
second NEXT cohort in LASO 5.  

Does the NEXT pilot require implementation of an ADSY calendar? (Updated 11/12/25) 

• No, the NEXT grant does not require the implementation of an ADSY calendar.  

Section B: Application and Submission 

How do I get a link to the application? 

• District superintendents received a unique link to access the Qualtrics application via email on 
October 3, 2025. 

• For districts that did not receive a unique link or would like a new link, please complete 
this LASO 4 Application Request Form, to receive your unique link. 

When is the deadline to apply? 

• LASO 4 applications are due on December 3, 2025 5:00 pm CT. 

Section C: Funding and Compliance 

When will I receive my NOGA? 

• The Notice of Grant Awards (NOGAs) are anticipated to be issued by May 25, contingent on 
the school system completing the Applicant Designation and Certification (ADC) and budget 
application in e-Grants. NOGAs are processed in the order submissions are received. 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/next-eligibility-list-laso-4.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/next-eligibility-list-laso-4.pdf
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8J3LKFBvlpPWlKe
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What are the allowable uses of funds? 

• Please see the NEXT Program Guidelines here.  

 
Can grantees use the NEXT grant to fund payroll costs for the required 50% project manager role if 
that role will be filled by an individual who currently is employed by the district? 

 
• Yes, if the individual's job description is amended to account for the changed duties. At least 

50% of the project manager's time must be devoted to NEXT grant activities. The balance of 
time may be spent on other district or campus tasks. 
 

Is the technical assistance provider compensated directly by TEA or from grant funds? (Updated 
11/12/25) 

 
• The Technical assistance provider will be compensated through a separate contract. TA costs 

do not come out of the school system’s grant funds.  

Section D: Implementation and Monitoring 

What are the key program commitments? 

• Please see the NEXT Program Guidelines here.  

How will performance be evaluated? 

• Please see the NEXT Program Guidelines here.  

Section E: Support and Resources 

What support can I expect from an Approved Provider? 

• NEXT Technical Assistance providers will provide campuses support in the following areas: 
o HQIM and RBIS implementation: NEXT TAs will coach campus leaders and teachers to 

demonstrate strong implementation of Texas SBOE-approved high-quality instructional 
materials (both reading and math) and research-based instructional strategies.  

o Research-backed high-impact tutoring and personalized learning: NEXT TAs will 
support campuses to successfully implement systems for diagnosing student needs 
and providing targeted instruction through in- and out-of-school time.  

o Quarterly Family and Parent Labs: NEXT TAs will support campuses to provide at least 
4 annual opportunities for parents to learn strategies to support and reinforce learning 
at home.  

o Continuous Improvement: NEXT TAs will support campus and district leaders to 
implement regular cycles of planning and performance management at the campus 
and district level to ensure student outcomes are on track to initiative goals.  

 

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-next-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-next-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-next-program-guidelines.pdf
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Section D: Contact Information 

Who should I contact for questions? 

• Please contact Christopher.Dewitt@tea.texas.gov. with questions. All questions will be 
compiled and added to subsequent updates to the NEXT FAQ. 

 

mailto:Christopher.Dewitt@tea.texas.gov
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