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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

Statutory/Program Assurances
The following assurances apply to this program. In order to meet the requirements of the program, the applicant must 
comply with these assurances. 
Check each of the following boxes to indicate your compliance.

1. The applicant provides assurance that program funds will supplement (increase the level of service), and not supplant 
(replace) state mandates, State Board of Education rules, and activities previously conducted with state or local funds. The 
applicant provides assurance that state or local funds may not be decreased or diverted for other purposes merely 
because of the availability of these funds. The applicant provides assurance that program services and activities to be 
funded from this IDC will be supplementary to existing services and activities and will not be used for any services or 
activities required by state law, State Board of Education rules, or local policy.

2. The applicant provides assurance that the application does not contain any information that would be protected by the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) from general release to the public.

3. The applicant provides assurance to adhere to all the Statutory and TEA Program requirements as noted in the 
2024-2026 Interactive Online Learning Grant, Cycle 1 Program Guidelines.

4. The applicant provides assurance to adhere to all the Performance Measures, as noted in the 2024-2026 Interactive 
Online Learning Grant, Cycle 1 Program Guidelines, and shall provide to TEA, upon request, any performance data 
necessary to assess the success of the program.

6. The applicant provides assurances to select or develop an effective interactive online learning model(s) that meets the 
statutory requirements listed in General Appropriations Act, House Bill 1, Article III, Rider 90, 88th Legislative Session 
Regular Session, 2023.

5. The applicant assures that any Electronic Information Resources (EIR) produced as part of this agreement will comply 
with the State of Texas Accessibility requirements as specified in 1 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 206, 1 TAC 
Chapter 213, Federal Section 508 standards, and the WCAG 2.0 AA Accessibility Guidelines.  

8. The applicant provides assurances that the implemented interactive online learning model(s) must include cross-
curricular instruction in social studies and English language arts aligned to the TEKS.

9. The applicant provides assurances that the interactive online learning model(s) has been reviewed and determined to 
comply with the requirements of the Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.002(h) and §28.0022.

11. The applicant provides assurances to support student learning in the interactive online learning model(s).  

Shared services arrangements (SSAs) are not permitted for this grant program. x
Shared Services Arrangements

7. The applicant provides assurances that program funds will be used to implement with fidelity an effective interactive 
online learning model(s) in middle school and/or high school for cross-curricular instruction in English language arts and 
U.S. history and/or Texas History. The effective interactive online learning model(s) must: align with Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for middle school and/or high school U.S. history, Texas history, and English language arts, as 
applicable; include tools to monitor the progress of each individual student; include quarterly benchmark assessments 
that are automatically scored; include both audio narration and video components; and be offered for use in both English 
and Spanish.

10. The applicant provides assurances that the teachers implementing the interactive online learning model(s) will 
receive adequate professional development to ensure successful implementation of the program.

13. The applicant provides assurances to make a sustainability plan to ensure that the interactive online learning model(s) 
can continue to be offered after the grant ends.

12. The applicant provides assurances to provide the necessary support to help students accelerate in the learning 
model(s) if they fall behind or are failing in the cross-curricular learning model(s).

14. The applicant provides assurances to provide a status report by August 1, 2025, and a final report by February 1, 2026.
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Amendment #Vendor IDCDN

Statutory Requirements
1. Describe the process the local education agency (LEA) will use for choosing/developing an effective interactive online 
learning model(s) that aligns with the TEKS in middle school and high school for instruction in U.S. history and/or Texas 
history and English language arts, including a description of the program, grade levels at which the program will be 
implemented, the selection/development criteria, and how the LEA will ensure TEKS alignment. 

2. Describe the progress monitoring tool(s) included with the interactive online learning model(s) and how the LEA will use 
the monitoring tool(s) to ensure adequate student progress. Include how the LEA will use the progress monitoring tool(s) to 
support struggling learners and students who may be off track. What interventions will be implemented to help struggling 
learners?  
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Amendment #Vendor IDCDN

Statutory Requirements (Cont'd)
3. Describe the quarterly benchmarks included in the interactive online learning model(s) and how the school(s) will use this 
data to support student learning and to evaluate the effectiveness of the interactive online learning model(s) that was 
implemented. 

4. Describe the audio and video components included in the interactive online learning model(s) and how the school(s) will 
use these tools to engage students in the effective interactive online learning model(s). 



SAS # 135-24 2024-2026 Interactive Online Learning Grant, Cycle 1701-24-125RFA # Page 5 of 9

CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

5. Describe the components of the interactive online learning model(s) that are provided in Spanish. Explain how your LEA 
will use the interactive online learning model(s) with English- and Spanish-speaking students. 

Statutory Requirements (Cont'd) 

1. Provide an overview of how the effective interactive online learning model(s) will be implemented with grant funds. 
Include the overall mission, goal(s), and desired student outcomes of the implementation. Describe how this grant will help 
support the LEA’s overall mission. 

TEA Program Requirements 
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)

2. Specify three student needs that would be met by the interactive online learning grant and describe how the interactive 
online learning model(s) will address those needs. What activities/strategies will be implemented to ensure student 
success? 

3. How will the LEA select and support teachers and other support staff to implement the interactive online learning grant? 
How will (1) the LEA ensure teacher commitment and (2) ensure they have all the necessary tools and professional 
development to implement the interactive online learning model(s) effectively?
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CDN Vendor ID Amendment #

TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)
4. Describe how the proposed budget will meet the needs and goals of the program, including staffing, professional 
development, and resources needed to support the implementation of the effective interactive online learning model(s).

5. Describe how the LEA will ensure successful cross-curricular implementation of the program in the 2024-2025 and 
2025-2026 school years.
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TEA Program Requirements (Cont'd)
6. How does the LEA plan to sustain the interactive online learning model(s) after the end of the grant period?
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Appendix I: Amendment Description and Purpose (leave this section blank when completing the initial application for funding)

An amendment must be submitted when the program plan or budget is altered for the reasons described in the 
"When to Amend the Application" document posted on the Administering a Grant page. The following are required to 
be submitted for an amendment: (1) Page 1 of the application with updated contact information and current 
authorized official's signature and date, (2) Appendix I with changes identified and described, (3) all updated sections 
of the application or budget affected by the changes identified below, and, if applicable, (4) Amended Budget 
Request. Amendment Instructions with more details can be found on the last tab of the budget template. 
 

You may duplicate this page

Amended Section Reason for Amendment

https://tea.texas.gov/Finance_and_Grants/Administering_a_Grant.aspx
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Formative effectively addresses the need for quarterly benchmark assessments that are automatically scored, offering a comprehensive solution for educators. Beyond creating and administering assessments aligned with TEKS standards, Formative allows districts to seamlessly upload preexisting benchmarks into the platform. This functionality enables educators to track student progress consistently over time, incorporating familiar assessments while leveraging Formative's automated scoring capabilities. With instant feedback and detailed analytics provided by the platform, educators can quickly identify areas of strength and areas needing improvement. By integrating pre-existing benchmarks into Formative, districts can streamline assessment processes, ensure data consistency, and facilitate more targeted instruction to support student growth effectively.
Within its specialized offerings such as Newsela Social Studies and the Newsela Texas State History Collection, Newsela provides educational resources incorporating both audio narration and video components, enriching the learning journey for students. Through its dynamic platform, Newsela seamlessly integrates multimedia elements into its carefully curated content. Educators can leverage audio narration to provide auditory support for text-based materials, catering to diverse learning needs and enhancing accessibility for all students. Additionally, Newsela offers video components that complement textual content, providing visual reinforcement, real-world examples, and interactive learning experiences. One standout feature of Newsela is its read-aloud functionality, which supports both English and Spanish languages, allowing students to engage with content in their preferred language. By combining audio narration and video components, along with multilingual support, Newsela enables educators to create engaging and immersive lessons that captivate students' attention, foster deeper comprehension, and promote active learning within the specialized domains of social studies and Texas state history. This multifaceted approach not only enhances student engagement but also facilitates a more comprehensive and impactful educational experience tailored to specific subject areas.
Newsela Social Studies and Newsela Texas State History Collection provide a comprehensive solution to the demand for educational resources incorporating both audio narration and video components. Within these specialized offerings, thousands of pieces of Newsela content, spanning multiple genres, are dually published in English and Spanish. This enables Spanish-speaking English Learners to develop their language skills while furthering their understanding of content. Newsela's dedicated "En Español" section facilitates easy access to Spanish language content for both students and teachers. With over 25% of the content offered in Spanish, Newsela ensures broader accessibility for diverse student populations. Moreover, the translations are meticulously crafted by human translators, ensuring quality and accuracy. Each Spanish-language article or text is published at five levels, mirroring the English-language articles, accompanied by quizzes and Write Prompts in Spanish. This comprehensive approach supports language acquisition and content comprehension, catering to the needs of a diverse student body and providing assurance to educators.
Our district has leveraged Newsela as a critical tool in returning to pre-pandemic student outcomes in ELAR. Alongside this work, we have begun shifting our social studies instructional model to a more student-centered, literacy focused approach. We have experienced difficulties in doing so due to a lack of interdisciplinary instruction and access to the same instructional tools in social studies classrooms that teachers have access to in ELA classrooms. This grant will help us continue to experience success in ELAR by providing students more seamless learning experiences across these content areas and providing teachers more data on how student reading comprehension skills transfer across content areas and text genres. Additionally, we believe that this type of learning experience is critical to our students given the increase in our emergent bilingual population. Leveraging Newsela as a cross-curricular resource will ensure that the skills and content learned in one class support the skills and content they are learning in another class. We also hope to use these funds to secure equitable access to technology in Social Studies classrooms where students often do not have the same 1:1 device access that they do in ELAR classrooms.
#1 - Students need Literacy support outside of ELAR classrooms - By placing an interactive online learning tool in the hands of our social studies teachers that is already being used by ELAR teachers in our system we hope to increase the dialogue around student outcomes between these two content areas. We have successful data to action habits in both subject areas, but the model we are proposing we will more common data around students to be put in the hands of teachers which will enable consistent literacy support across different content areas. #2 - Emergent bilingual students often struggle in social studies - Our student outcomes indicate that emergent bilingual students are more likely to meet passing standards in ELAR classrooms before they meet them in social studies classrooms. The interactive online learning model we are proposing will ensure that students are exposed to research-based strategies for language acquisition, and academic fluency within a content area that contains both technical language and culturally exceptional language. #3 - Students need differentiated scaffolding - Currently, our ELAR teachers are effectively leveraging Newsela to put in the hands of students texts that is TEKS-aligned and catered to their reading level. The continuous flow of data from students to teachers via the Newsela platform allow teachers in ELAR classrooms to nimbly adjust to students as they develop reading skills. The interactive online model we are proposing will put into the hands of our social studies teachers the same data and tools while also producing even more data on a wider variety of skills for existing ELAR users of the platform. This will ensure that students are receiving differentiated support in both classrooms that is consistent and equitable. 
We have social studies focused instructional coaches who serve middle and high schools. We will ensure that they have comprehensive training on the platform in order to provide ongoing support for teachers implementing the interactive online learning model and that teachers are able to feel supported as they experience growing pains with a new system. Our cross-campus PLC model will ensure that effective practices are transferred between our campuses within each district. Teachers in both ELAR and SS will be provided a curriculum where this interactive online learning model is integrated. Each campus is equipped with an Instructional Leadership Team that conducts regular coaching sessions with teachers to help them internalize lesson delivery and maximize their use of our curriculum. We plan to leverage these skills and provide ILTs with training on how to view data and facilitate teacher planning using the interactive online learning model. 
We will use the proposed budget to provide equitable access to technology across ELAR and social studies classrooms in our middle and high schools. In addition, our initial professional development will focus on creating the skills needed by our grade level teacher curriculum leads to integrate the model, especially the cross-curricular elements, in both ELAR and social studies. The same applies to our social studies focused instructional coaches. 
2024-25 - We will focus on curriculum integration and platform training for any teachers not currently using it. We will follow-up with local campuses to ensure that teachers implementing the interactive online model are having the same cross-curricular experience that their students are. By the end of this school year we aim to have data in our hands that shows equitable access to technology has been achieved and that cross-curricular planning is ocurring at the campus level on a regular basis. 2025-26 - We will focus on leveraging year one success in onboarding anyone new into the interactive online learning model. Struggling campuses or departments will be provided additional professional development or the opportunity to experience successful implementation at another campus within the LEA. In addition, we will refine our curriculum integration based on the successes and barriers experienced in year one. 
The majority of the budget we propose are focused on one-time expenditures in two areas: resources and human capital. Our LEA has a track-record of grant sustainability using this formula. We believe that investing in developing higher quality resources and people is the best way to ensure sustainability. Our budgeting after the end of grant periods will match the success we experience with the interactive online learning model. The yearly, repeated costs found in the budget are minimal and will be matched by our system if we are able to document success of the interactive learning model. 
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