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Collaboration and Partnership

Texas Education Agency partners with MCEC® to provide:​

• 3-Part Professional Learning Community Series

• Professional Development Training

• Office Hours

• Research based tools and resources to share best practices



Welcome to the Professional Learning Community 
PD Series for the 2026-27 School Year

We are back! TEA, in collaboration with MCEC, is 
providing professional development and office 
hours for campuses who are implementing or 

working towards the Purple Star Campus 
Designation.

Our goal is to provide coaching, support, and 
strengthened guidance.



Learning Objectives

• Understand the requirements of the Purple Star Campus 
Designation (PSCD)

• Discuss the benefits of a Purple Star Campus Program

• Examine Purple Star Campus implementation 
recommendations



Overarching Goal

Participants will understand all 
the components needed for a 

Purple Star Campus Designation 
in support of military-connected 

students.



Let’s Chat…

Have you had any experience 
working with military-connected 

students and families?

What have you learned about the 
military lifestyle?



Supporting Military Families



Who are Military-Connected Students? (National Data)

*Based on 2024 Department of Defense Demographics Report



Military-Connected Students in Texas (PEIMS Data)

*Based on SY 2025-26 PEIMS (October Snapshot) submission data



Facts About Military Children and Youth 



Challenges of Military Families

• Transitions
• Academic 

• Social/Emotional 

• PCS/Moves

• Deployments/Separations

• Unpredictability

• Uniqueness of each family’s situation



Let’s Chat… 

Let’s Chat… 

Why is a Purple Star Campus 
Designation important?   



Purple Star Campus Overview

Purple Star Campus Designation:

• School Districts & Open-enrollment Charter Schools

• Size of military-connected student population

• Application process and criteria requirement



Purple Star Campus Designation 

• Campus-based Military Liaison

• Campus Webpage for Military Families

• Campus Transition Program

• Military Initiatives



Benefits of a Purple Star Campus

The Purple Star Campus program’s true value 
derives from its potential to:

• Centralize and make knowledge accessible;

• Develop stakeholder networks; and

• Support schools in cultivating and 
communicating cultural competency in 
supporting military-connected families. 



Problem of Practice



Case Study

States Elementary School recently earned its Purple Star Campus 
Designation. Approximately 20% of the school’s students are military-
connected, making this support an important part of the school 
community.

School leadership wants to build on this recognition by increasing 
opportunities to recognize, engage, and support military families and 
students throughout the school year.  To strengthen these efforts, the 
leadership team is exploring the creation of a Military Family Support 
Committee.



Case Study Goals

The goals of the committee would be:

•  To plan and oversee events or recognitions that honor military-
connected students and families.

• To create opportunities for military parents and guardians to participate in 
the school community.

•  To ensure continuity of effort so that the Purple Star work is shared, 
visible, and sustainable.



Case Study Challenges

Challenges:

1. Sustaining Engagement: It may be difficult to recruit and retain busy military 
parents.

2. Avoiding Overload on Staff: Staff members may already feel stretched thin 
with their existing responsibilities, making it hard to commit time to 
committee work.

3. Ensuring Meaningful Recognition: There’s a risk that recognitions could 
become routine “check-the-box” events rather than authentic and impactful 
experiences for military-connected students and families.



Questions to Ask

• What are effective ways at your campus to recruit military-connected parents or 
guardians to participate on the committee?  

• How can the committee create opportunities for students at your campus to 
take part in recognition or leadership roles?

  
• What types of recognitions or activities could the committee organize at your 

campus beyond traditional events? 
• Any local military or community organizations to partner with?

• What challenges might arise in maintaining an active and engaged committee, 
and how can they be addressed?



Purple Star Campus Program Recommendations

• Use the application process to drive continuous program improvement​.

• Collaborate and connect with other schools and districts to facilitate idea 
sharing and program improvement​.

• Support the development of a repository of schools’ and districts’ training 
materials. 

• Provide quarterly guidance for the dedicated campus military family webpage.

Reference: Center for Public Research and Leadership 
(2022) Purple Star School Program    

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf


Purple Star Campus Program Recommendations 

• Review and analyze academic and social-emotional data regarding military-
connected students.

• Engage families in Purple Star Campus Program planning and 
requirements.

• Review the available tools, such as the annual timeline and calendar to plan 
out activities for the school year.

• Review the new Purple Star Rise TEALearn course.

Reference: Center for Public Research and Leadership 
(2022) Purple Star School Program    

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf


Resources and Tools



Helpful Resources  - FAQs and Annual Timelines

• PSCD Frequently Asked Questions (PDF)

• PSCD Annual Calendar and Timeline Recommendations (PDF)

https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/purple-star-campus-designations-faq-6.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/other-services/purplestarrise-annual-calendartimeline-mod-2.pdf


Helpful Resources – Key Terms and Policy

• Commonly used key terms, definitions, and acronyms for educators supporting 
military-connect students and families (PDF)

• Texas Law & Policy Requirements to Support Military-Connected Students (PDF)

https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/purplestarrise-module-2-keyterms-definitions-acronyms_4.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/purplestarrise-tx-law-and-policy-requirements-mod2_0.pdf


Purple Star Campus Application Rubric

Use this document to:

• Review the criteria for each designation category 
to ensure all requirements are met.

• Evaluate your campus activities and support for 
military-connected students.

• Understand documentation clarity needed for 
each criterion.

• Guide you as you complete your application.

https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-

and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf

https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/special-populations-and-support/pscd-application-rubric.pdf


Purple Star Campus Designation Webpage



Upcoming Session

PLC Session 2

• Topic: Creating a Successful Purple Star 
Webpage for Military Families

• Date: November 18, 2026
• Time: 1:00 - 2:30 PM (CST)



Reflection on Learning

Three insights you have gained from today's session.

Two actions you will take to assist your district and 
campus with your Purple Star Campus Designation.

One topic you would like to learn more about at our 
next session.



TEA Purple Star Campus Support Padlet



Share Your Feedback

Please use this QR Code or Chat box 
link to let us know about your 
experience in today's session. 


	Slide 1: Purple Star Campus Support Session 1: A Roadmap to Purple Star Campus Designation
	Slide 2: Introductions
	Slide 3: Collaboration and Partnership
	Slide 4: Welcome to the Professional Learning Community PD Series for the 2026-27 School Year
	Slide 5: Learning Objectives
	Slide 6: Overarching Goal
	Slide 7: Let’s Chat…
	Slide 8: Supporting Military Families
	Slide 9: Who are Military-Connected Students? (National Data)
	Slide 10: Military-Connected Students in Texas (PEIMS Data)
	Slide 11: Facts About Military Children and Youth 
	Slide 12: Challenges of Military Families
	Slide 13: Let’s Chat… 
	Slide 14: Purple Star Campus Overview
	Slide 15: Purple Star Campus Designation 
	Slide 16: Benefits of a Purple Star Campus
	Slide 17: Problem of Practice 
	Slide 18: Case Study
	Slide 19: Case Study Goals
	Slide 20: Case Study Challenges
	Slide 21: Questions to Ask
	Slide 22: Purple Star Campus Program Recommendations
	Slide 23: Purple Star Campus Program Recommendations 
	Slide 24: Resources and Tools 
	Slide 25: Helpful Resources  - FAQs and Annual Timelines
	Slide 26: Helpful Resources – Key Terms and Policy
	Slide 27: Purple Star Campus Application Rubric
	Slide 28: Purple Star Campus Designation Webpage
	Slide 29: Upcoming Session
	Slide 30: Reflection on Learning
	Slide 31: TEA Purple Star Campus Support Padlet 
	Slide 32: Share Your Feedback

