
 

2

1 

3/31/2026 

LENA WILSON 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
TDA FOOD AND NUTRITION DIVISION 

TDA IMPACT ─ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION AND CARE 

2 

2026 
TDA AND EARLY 

CHILDHOOD

2026 
TDA AND EARLY 

CHILDHOOD 

01 

REACHREACH 

2 

1 



3

4

3 

3/31/2026 

3 

USDA Nutrition Program Administered 
by TDA Food and Nutrition 
TDA Community Operations Team 
• Director and 3 Assistant Directors 
• 54 FTEs for Administrative Reviews, Financial 

Reviews, Technical Assistance 

CACFP CHILD CARE CENTERS
2025-2026

CACFP CHILD CARE CENTERS 
2025-2026 

SitesSponsors 

9,596917 
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CACFP DAY CARE HOMES
2025-2026

CACFP DAY CARE HOMES 
2025-2026 

SitesSponsors 

2,77919 
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CACFP CHILD CARE CENTERS*
PROGRAM YEAR 2025

CACFP CHILD CARE CENTERS* 
PROGRAM YEAR 2025 

SupperLunchBreakfast 

50 Million41 Million29.8 Million 

$226 Million$144 Million$51 Million 

318,383 Daily194,630 Daily141,550 Daily 
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*CACFP Child Care represents Child Care Centers, At 
Risk centers, Head Start centers, emergency shelters, 
and centers that serve meals outside of school hours. 
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CACFP DAY CARE HOMES
PROGRAM YEAR 2025

CACFP DAY CARE HOMES 
PROGRAM YEAR 2025 

SupperLunchBreakfast 

2 Million3.7 Million2.6 Million 

$6.5 Million$11.3 Million$4.1 Million 

8,646 Daily16,397 Daily11,811 Daily 
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OPEN DATA PORTAL 

DATA.TEXAS.GOV 
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FARM TO SCHOOL AND 
CHILD CARE 
Advanced Local Food Procurement Training 
for Child Nutrition Program Operators 

• TDA Using Training Grant from USDA 
Food and Nutrition Service 

• 20 Workshops Scheduled at Regional 
Education Service Centers 

• Offers Access to Training in All Texas 
Regions 
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FARM TO SCHOOL AND 
CHILD CARE 
Advanced Local Food Procurement Training 
for Child Nutrition Program Operators 

• Planning for Local Purchases 
• Managing Contracts 
• Documenting for Compliance 
• Processing Foods 
• Collaborating with Producers 
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FARM TO SCHOOL AND 
CHILD CARE 
Workshops for Producers on Selling to
Schools and Child Care Centers 

• Workshops Held Statewide 
• Collaboration with Texas A&M AgriLife 
• Includes Networking Events with 

Providers 
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FARM FRESH 
CHALLENGE 

Schools and Child Care 
• Serve local food, provide nutrition 

education, share on social media 

October 2025 
• $23.5 Million Spent on Local Products - Up 

From $19 Million in 2024 
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COLLABORATIVE 
EFFORTS

COLLABORATIVE 
EFFORTS 
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CACFP INPUT WORKGROUP 

• TDA selects participating CACFP sponsors 
and independent centers. 

• Workgroup provides input to TDA on the 
impact of policies and procedures related 
to CACFP. 

• Workgroup members serve as liaisons for 
TDA and CACFP sponsors and contracting 
entities to address issues. 
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FARM TO EARLY CARE AND 
EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE 

State Agencies 
• Texas Department of State Health Services 
• Texas Department of Agriculture 

Stakeholder Organizations 
• Texas A&M University AgriLife Extension 
• Texas Children in Nature Network 
• UT Health Houston School of Public Health – Austin Campus 
• National CACFP Sponsors Association 
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FARM TO EARLY CARE AND 
EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE 

• Working to ensure Texas children in Early Care and 
Education (ECE) settings have sustained access to fresh, 
local, and nutritious foods sourced from Texas producers 
and hands-on gardening experiences. 

• Working to expand educational opportunities that foster 
lifelong nutritional awareness and agricultural literacy. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION INTERAGENCY COUNCIL 

• TDA Led Early Childhood 
Health and Nutrition 
Interagency Council 
2010-2020 

• Texas Sunset Advisory 
Commission Abolished It 
in 2021 
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CONTACT US 

1700 North Congress www.SquareMeals.org 
10th Floor 

Austin, Texas 78701 

Community.Ops@TexasAgriculture.gov 

(877) TEX-MEAL 

Questions? 
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 This product was funded by USDA. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Updated 
3/31/2026

www.SquareMea
ls.org

- -
-
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to 
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that 
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be 
obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory 
action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 
AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: 
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: 
program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

Fraud Hotline: 1-866-5-FRAUD 4 or 1-866-537 2834 | P.O. Box 12847 | Austin, TX 78711 
Toll Free: (877) TEX MEAL | For the hearing impaired: (800) 735-2989 (TTY) 

Food and Nutrition Division 
Nutrition Assistance Programs This product was funded by USDA. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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