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TEA supports school systems to implement high-quality prekindergarten programs that include the 
following components:

Curriculum – high-quality instructional 
materials aligned to the Texas Prekindergarten 
Guidelines

Teacher Qualifications - confirms that 
teachers of young students are well 
prepared to carry out their important 
responsibilities

Progress monitoring – supports educators 
in collecting and using assessment data 
to inform instruction

Family Engagement - central to promoting 
children’s development and supporting 
their academic achievement

Student-Teacher Ratios - Consistently 
maintained effective teacher/student 
ratios allow LEAs to ensure that the needs 
of all students are met

Program Evaluation - Continuous 
improvement is a hallmark of a high-
quality prekindergarten program

Statute: TEC, Subchapter E-1

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docviewer?docPath=%2FED%2Fhtm%2FED.29.htm%23E-1
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docviewer?docPath=%2FED%2Fhtm%2FED.29.htm%23E-1
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docviewer?docPath=%2FED%2Fhtm%2FED.29.htm%23E-1
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docviewer?docPath=%2FED%2Fhtm%2FED.29.htm%23E-1
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docviewer?docPath=%2FED%2Fhtm%2FED.29.htm%23E-1
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/prekindergarten


              

The curriculum used in a prekindergarten classroom must 
be aligned with the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines

State Board of Education adopted curricula have been reviewed for alignment with the TPGs.

A school district or an open-enrollment charter school shall 
implement a curriculum for a HQPK program that addresses the 
current Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines (TPG).
TEC §29.167(a)

Benchmark Education: Ready to Advance Early Learning 
Program Texas

Benchmark Education: Listos Y Adelante Early Learning 
Texas

CLI: CIRCLE Pre-K Curriculum

CLI: CIRCLE Pre-K Curriculum: Spanish Edition

Children's Literacy Initiative Blueprint For Early Learning

EDUSPARK Pre-K System

Sistema EDUSPARK Pre-K

Frog Street: Pre-K 2020 English

Frog Street: Pre-K 2020 Spanish

The Highscope Curriculum

Kaplan Early Learning Company: Connect4Learning: The 
Pre-K Curriculum

Kaplan Early Learning Company: Connect4Learning: The 
Pre-K Curriculum (Spanish)

Learning Without Tears: Get Set For School Complete 
Pre-K Program

Learning Without Tears: Programa Completo De
Prekínder Get Set For School

Quaver Pre-K Curriculum

The Early Childhood Company: Investigator Club

The Early Childhood Company: Investigator Club Spanish

Savvas Learning Company: Three Cheers For Pre-K
Essentials Package - Texas Edition

Savvas Learning Company: Uno, Dos, Tres Prekinder! 
Essentials Package- Texas Edition

Scholastic Inc.: Prek On My Way

Scholastic Inc.: Prek On My Way En Espanol

Teaching Strategies LLC: The Creative Curriculum® For 
Texas

Teaching Strategies LLC: El Currículo Creativo Para Texas

TPS Publishing Inc.: STEAM Themes: A Clear And Concise
STEAM Program For Prekindergarten Teaching - Print

TPS Publishing Inc.: STEAM Themes: A Clear And Concise 
STEAM Program For Prekindergarten Teaching - Print With 
Online

TPS Publishing Inc.: STEAM Themes: A Clear And Concise 
STEAM Program For Prekindergarten Teaching - Online

TPS Publishing Inc.: Live And Learn: A Prekindergarten
Program - Print

TPS Publishing Inc.: Live And Learn: A Prekindergarten 
Program - Print With Online

TPS Publishing Inc.: Live And Learn: A Prekindergarten 
Program - Only Online
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A family engagement plan must be made available on a
school system’s website each school year

A school district or an open-enrollment charter school shall develop, 
implement, and make available a family engagement plan on the district, 
charter, or campus website by November 1 of each school year.

The family engagement plan must:

Facilitate 
family-to-family 

support

Establish a 
network of 
community 
resources

Increase family 
participation in 

decision-
making

Equip families 
with tools to 
enhance and 

extend learning

Develop staff 
skills in

evidence-
based

practices that 
support

families in 
meeting their

children's
learning 

benchmarks

Evaluate family 
engagement 

efforts and use 
evaluations for 

continuous 
improvement

Include a 
primary point 

of contact and 
contact 

information



     
    

Prekindergarten teachers must be appropriately certified
and meet an additional qualification

Each teacher for a prekindergarten program class must be appropriately certified 
and have one additional qualification.
(Teachers in a partnership classroom are not required to be certified but must still have an additional
qualification.)

Additional qualification options for teachers in a LEA-provided prekindergarten classroom:

1. Certification offered through a training center accredited by Association Montessori Internationale or through the 
Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education

2.
Be employed as a prekindergarten teacher in a school district that has ensured specific prekindergarten professional 
development has been met:
1.Has completed 150 hours of professional development in ECE-specific topics over a consecutive five-year period; 75 of 
the 150 hours being in a mentoring/coaching relationship or;
2.Completes 30 hours of ECE-specific professional development annually with 15 of the 30 hours being in a
mentoring/coaching relationship until 150 hours are documented

3. A Child Development Associate (CDA) credential

4. Documented completion of the Texas School Ready Training Program (TSR Comprehensive)

5. *An associate or baccalaureate degree in ECE, Special Education-ECE or a non-ECE degree with 15 units of ECE-specific
coursework

6. *At least eight years’ experience of teaching in a nationally accredited child care program or Texas Rising Star Program



          

TEA measures quality using prekindergarten progress 
monitoring and kindergarten readiness data

Prekindergarten

CIRCLE Progress Monitoring
by CLI
*offered at no cost to LEAs

COR Advantage by 
HighScope 
Educational 
Research Foundation

GOLD by Teaching
Strategies, LLC

CPALLS+STEM by CLI
(administered through TANGO 
Software)

Frog Street 
Assessment 
by Frog Street

LION for 
Prekindergarten 
by Liberty Source

Kindergarten

CIRCLE Kindergarten 
Progress Monitoring 

by CLI

mCLASS Texas 
by Amplify

Kindergarten readiness is currently measured through one 
of two commissioner-approved kindergarten reading 
instruments administered to all kindergarten students at 
the beginning of the school year.

Student progress monitoring must be conducted at the 
beginning, middle, and end of year in five required 
domains using a commissioner-approved instrument.
• Health and wellness
• Emergent literacy- language and communication
• Emergent literacy- reading
• Emergent literacy- writing
• Mathematics

Approved Prekindergarten Progress Monitoring
Instruments

Approved Kindergarten Reading 
Instruments



    p     g  

Just over 50% of public school students demonstrate kindergarten 
readiness

Children who attend 
public prekindergarten 

demonstrate 
readiness at a higher 

percentage



School systems must select and implement 
a method for evaluating their high-quality 
prekindergarten program.

A Program evaluation must use data from 
the student progress monitoring instrument.

School systems must use the program 
evaluation to plan for data-driven 
improvements annually.

Results from the program evaluation must 
be made available to parents.

        

School systems must evaluate their high-quality pre-k 
programs annually

TEA offers a program evaluation tool that school
systems may use for this component.



          

High-quality prekindergarten indicators align with broader 
K-12 requirements and quality expectations

The Texas Pre-K Guidelines are regularly updated to align
with the kindergarten TEKS for all relevant subject areas.

Pre-K instructional materials go through the same review 
and approval process as all other K-12 materials.

Teachers must meet certification requirements comparable 
to other grade levels and must meet an additional 
qualification (except for partnership classrooms).

The statutory c lass size limit that applies to K-grade 4
classrooms now applies to prekindergarten.



      

Website resources help parents understand high-quality 
prekindergarten

As part of an agency website 
redesign, parent-facing content 
will be updated to provide parents 
with the additional information 
related to prekindergarten 
including best practices in 
prekindergarten classrooms.



      
    

Parent Guides are available to support families’
understanding of prekindergarten learning outcomes

11
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Technical assistance has increased awareness and improved 
implementation of HQPK requirements

TEA technical assistance has helped districts better understand each 
component of HQPK and ensures more consistent implementation across 
the state.
 The percentage of students assessed at beginning of year (BOY) and end 

of year (EOY) across all five required domains increased by 13% from SY 
2023-24 to SY 2024-25.
 There was a 60% increase in school systems meeting the high-quality 

prekindergarten reporting requirements from SY 2023-24 to SY 2024-25.

Clear communication and ongoing support are critical for consistent and 
effective implementation.
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