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Vision: Every child in Georgia will have equal access to high
qguality early care and education.

Mission: The Georgia Department of Early Care and
Learning improves outcomes for children and families by
strengthening early learning experiences in partnership with
early education programs, professionals, stakeholders,
families, and communities.




Programs within DECAL

« Georgia’s Pre-K Program

 Child Care Licensing

 Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS), Georgia’'s subsidy program
« Quality Rated, Georgia’s quality rating and improvement system

« USDA Nutrition Services

« Head Start State Collaboration Office

« |nitiatives related to 2Gen, Community Resources, Inclusion and Behavior
Supports, Infants and Toddlers, Infant Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH),
Workforce Development and Professional Learning, Research
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Creation of DECAL

1992:
Georgia’s Pre-
K Pilot
Program

1995:
Georgia’s Pre-
K Program is

universally
available

1996: Office
of School
Readiness

2004: Bright
from the Start:
Georgia
Department of
Early Care
and Learning




Creation of DECAL

Georgia Dept
of Early Care
and Learning

Georgia was one of the first states with a department focused
solely on the early education and child care needs for children

under age five and their families.




Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
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Opportunities for a Single Agency

 Capitalize on strong gubernatorial and legislative support

» Decrease redundancy in funding streams, regulation, and
oversight

* Focus on how programs support child development, school
readiness, and family sufficiency

 Establish an executive level education agency focused on
birth to five to increase funding opportunities

» Harness community level programming, support, and interest
* Enable cradle to career data system CQ




What is CACDS?

CACDS is... ‘
« Georgia’s Cross Agency Child Data System

An ECIDS or Early Childhood Integrated Data System @ *30%0u3ts o2*Ssests o @

A data warehouse with approximately 400 unique, matched ) :
data elements across programs *oy 000858 0.3 3, 037 008, Cegees o

A pair of public dashboards: Community Data Explorer and RS L e o X
Georgia Head Start Dashboard A It S L LI LR

A longitudinal data resource for research purposes $° eetes®® o 8% *ef celesed®teites §

A tool funded by federal grants which ultimately resulted in a 3.3 00 35.%00 537300, 002t

redesigned website with a new dashboard in 2022 @ IR Pat iac Ml 100 T A —

CACDS is not...

* A detailed picture of community conditions (poverty levels,
health indicators, etc.)

. ﬁ\ way to connect enrollment/participation data to outcome
ata

« A way to track individual children; CACDS provides
aggregate counts only.

WWWw.cacds.com



http://www.cacds.com/

CACDS Data Sources

CAPS

. Babies Can't Wai Yy N
Babies Can't Wait (IDEA Part C) » ,
Department of . Children 1¢ D). dm | Bagies canwar

Public Health (DPH)
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Georgia Department of Public Meaith dph.georgia.govihome-visiting

» Childcare and Parent Services
Department of (CAPS)

Early Care and - Georgia’s Pre-K

Learning (DECAL) * Pre-K Summer Transition
Program

= Georgia's
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Division of Family
and Children e Foster Care
Services (DFCS)

&7
Department of Preschool Special Education ‘ .J ‘ - ’ CHILDREN 1st Georgia

Education (DOE) (IDEA Part B Section 619) Head Start
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¢ Georgia Division of Family
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Georgia Head Start e Head Start
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Use Cases- State Level

 Entire population of Georgia’s By Race
children, age birth to five by
demographics

« Unduplicated child counts of children 46.00%
. . Unserved
being served and by which early
. . 10.00%
care programs or combinations of S White
p rog rams 20.00%
Hispanic

24.00%
Black

* Number of children who are being
underserved or unserved but are -
eligible for services by focal S
populations




CACDS Community Profile - Need

Participating Children Count For 2016, 2024, S— S— .
2014, 2015, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2020 Census Estimation of Participating Children for Census Estimation for Pz

Population Ages 0-4 Population A 0-4
1,015,474 HEERERRSeS

ipating Children for
Resident County

Census Estimation Per:
Estimated Census Count for Population Ages

0-4 for 2016, 2024, 2014, 2015, 2021, 2022, 2023 . Population Ages 0-4
and 2020

4,569,519 | -
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CACDS Information

ACDS Community Profile - Service
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Service by Race/Ethnicity
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Program Description

344,606 @ Babies Can't Wait
® C1st Referrals

Childcare and Parent Services (Caps)
® Children 1st

Early Head Start
® Georgia's Pre-K
@ Georgia's Rising Kindergarten

Georgia's Rising Pre-K
® Head Start

Home Visiting




Thank You

Susan Adams

Deputy Commissioner

Pre-K & Instructional Supports
susan.adams@decal.ga.gov
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