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Legal Disclaimer

9/22/2026

This presentation is intended for informational and guidance purposes only. The
content in this presentation reflects the Texas Education Agency’s current
understanding of statute and applicable federal guidance and is subject to change.

This presentation does not constitute legal advice. Entities are advised to consult
with their own legal counsel before taking any action based on the information and
guidance provided herein.

This presentation is copyrighted by TEA and can only be used, copied, reproduced, or
shared for educational, non-commercial use. You may not distribute altered or
partial copies of this content. You may not charge for the reproduced materials or any
document containing them except to cover the cost of reproduction and distribution.
Reproduced content must be marked with the following notice: “Copyright © [Year
Presentation Created]. Texas Education Agency. All Rights Reserved. Used by
Permission.” For more information, email Copyrights@tea.texas.gov.



mailto:Copyrights@tea.texas.gov

Legal Disclaimer - Artificial Intelligence TEA

1. TEA prohibits third-party recordings of its grants-related
trainings. This prohibition includes the use of artificial
Intelligence (Al) services, summary services, language
models, applications, interfaces, or assistants to attend,
review or record trainings.

2. TEA further prohibits attendees from using the information
In its grants-related trainings to train Al technologies. Any
attendee who violates these prohibitions may be removed
from the trainings and barred from future grants-related
trainings.
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Confidentiality Statement

9/22/2026

Confidential information, including confidential information
or personally identifiable information (Pll) protected under
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

(FERPA), should not be submitted in any Smartsheet forms,
attachments, comments, or uploads. Smartsheet is not an
approved system for storing confidential or FERPA-protected
data. Uploading or sharing such information on an
unapproved platform increases the risk of unauthorized
disclosure. To help us maintain compliance and protect
student information, ensure all submissions include only
non-confidential data/documentation appropriate for the
submission.



TEs«. Documentation Requested

Texas Education Agency

Documenting overall compliance for a program requirement
may require several forms of documentation to be maintained
locally and available upon request by TEA and/or an auditor.

To ensure overall compliance with program requirements, LEAS
should refer to the Program Guide and/or other program-
related resources that reference the multiple forms of
documentation required to be maintained locally.

The documentation requested for submission during the
validation process may not include all forms of documentation
that are required to be maintained locally.




TE/L Today’'s Agenda

Texas Education Agency

e Title I, Part A — Targeted Assistance Program
Student Selection Criteria

* Program Requirements

Acceptable Documentation ‘ '

Past Validation Issues

 Examples

e Resources Available
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TEA Title I, Part A Program Requirement

s Educatio Agy

Targeted Assistance Program — Student Selection Criteria

ELIGIBLE POPULATION.— (A) IN GENERAL.—The eligible population for services

under this section is—

(i) children not older than age 21 who are entitled to a free public education through grade 12; and
(ii) children who are not yet at a grade level at which the local educational agency provides a free
public education.

ELIGIBLE CHILDREN FROM ELIGIBLE POPULATION.—

From the population described in subparagraph (A), eligible children are children identified by the
school as failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the challenging State academic standards on the
basis of multiple, educationally related, objective criteria established by the local educational
agency and supplemented by the school, except that children from preschool through grade 2 shall
be selected solely on the basis of criteria, including objective criteria, established by the local
educational agency and supplemented by the school. [Section 1115(c)(1)(B)]

e



Only students identified as most at risk of
failing to meet state academic standards.

= Not whole school

* Not whole grade level




TE/ i Student Selection Criteria Set by LEA

Texas Education Agency

Multiple, educationally related, objective

 More than one assessment
* State Assessment in Reading
* State Assessment in Math
*  End-of-Course

“" « Include the cut-point for each assessment

* For PK-2, multiple criteria (developmentally
appropriate; may include teacher
judgment, parent interviews, checklists)




Texas Education Agency

TEJ,s Supplemented by the Campus

Use the LEA’s selection criteria.

The campus may choose to supplement
the LEA’s criteria (include in Campus
Improvement Plan).

Create one list of students based on
multiple criteria so that the campus
serves those students most in need of
assistance.




Texas Education Agency

TEsa Targeted Assistance Program — Selection Criteria

4 . . . e . )
Documentation Required — Selection Criteria Item 1.1
Evidence of the LEA’s Selection Criteria. o
- /
/Acceptable Documentation \

L

Relevant pages from the LEA’s District Improvement Plan describing the LEA’s selection criteria
(the criteria must be multiple, educationally related, objective criteria, except that children in
preschool through grade 2 shall be selected solely on the basis of criteria, including objective
criteria established by the LEA which may include teacher judgment, interviews with parents, or
other developmentally appropriate measures); AND

Relevant pages from the Campus Improvement Plan describing how the campus has
supplemented the LEA’s criteria, it applicable

/




s Educatio Agy

TE s Targeted Assistance Program — Selection Criteria

.

Documentation Required — Selection Criteria Item 1.1

Evidence of the LEA’s Selection Criteria. o

~

)

/Issues that may result in an “Improvement Needed” status \

&

Auditable documentation was not submitted.

Documentation submitted does not reflect the use of multiple,
educationally related objective criteria for grades 3 —12.

Documentation submitted does not reflect developmentally
appropriate criteria for grades PK — 2, if those grades are included in
the LEA’s Targeted Assistance program(s).

Documentation is not for the school year specified in the vaIidatioV
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TER Targeted Assistance Program — Student Selection Criteria

Texas Education Agency

Common issues —

e Criteria don’t specify what the cut-point is [e.g., “below Grade level
on State Assessment in Reading”]

 One or more criteria not educationally related:
* COVID

e Criteria cannot include something like, “We serve all students in
Grade 2 to help prepare them for the 3" grade State Assessment
test.”




TEA‘ Targeted Assistance Program — Student Selection Criteria

Texas Education Agency

Example of criteria defined:

Grade | Assessment Tool | Assessment Date Cut Score Notes
PK | Circle By Oct 11, 2023 *Rapid Letter Naming The score indicates an
::}:P‘d :’°c,‘bl‘"a"y underdeveloped
onological Awareness |, jerstanding and needs
*If students have 3 outof | intervention
the 3 domains red (needs
support) = At Risk
K mCLASS By Oct 11, 2023 mCLASS Below 248 Below 10th national norms
MAP Math MAP Below 115
mCLASS By Oct 11, 2023 mCLASS Below 318 Below 10th national norms
MAP Math MAP Below 137
2 mCLASS By Oct 11, 2023 mCLASS Below 303 Below 10th national norms
MAP Math MAP Below 156




TEA‘ Targeted Assistance Program — Student Selection Criteria

Texas Education Agency

Example approaching compliance:

For a Title 1, Part A TA program, the LEA identifies students in need of service through a description of the LEA's selection criteria, which must
be muitiple, educationally related, objective criteria, except that children in preschool through grade 2 shall be selected solely on the basis of

such criteria as teacher judgment, interviews with parents, and developmentally appropriate measures. These developmentally appropriate
measures include:

« retained/did not meet passing standard for nine week grading period
« below level on Reading Progress Monitoring assessment
below 50th percentile on MAP Math and/or Reading assessment
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Resources and Support




TEA’ 2026-2027 Program Monitoring Validations Process
mmsees” (Qljne Resources

 QOverall Process Resources
e 2026-2027 PMV Process Handbook

* Instructions for Submitting Documentation, Training Video,
and Training Slides

* Navigating the Smartsheet WorkApp System Video

* Program-Specific Resources

e Guidance Documents for each Program/Requirement
* Training Videos and Training Slides for each
Program/Requirement

ESSA Program Monitoring Validations Webpage



https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/essa-program/essa-program-monitoring-validations

Federal Program Compliance Division

TE,

Texas Education Agency

° Program Monitoring Validations — Title I, Part A

ESSA Program Monitoring Validations Webpage

Guidance Document

Federal Program Compliance Division

2026-2027 Program Menitoring Validation Guidance Document

&s 7, Program: Title I, Part A
2 Requirement: Student Selection Criteria for Title I, Part A Services at Targeted

) Assistance Campuses

Documentation Requested

ing overall iance for  program requi may require several forms of

[ ]
7 el a

@ Resources 1t

&=

Training Slides

7 Federal Program Compliance Division
~e=.~ Program Monitoring Validations

Title I, Part A
Targeted Assistance Program —

Student Selection Criteria

Training Video

Federal Program Compliance Division
‘' Program Monitoring Validations

Title I, Part A
Targeted Assistance Program —
Student Selection Criteria
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https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/essa-program/essa-program-monitoring-validations

TEA} Federal Program Compliance Division
wemaon e’ PrOgram Monitoring Validations — Title |, Part A

= Education Service Center (ESC) Support

= Complimentary technical assistance and
training are available from each regional ESC

= ESC Contacts for each regional center are
located towards the bottom of the
TEA Title |, Part A webpage



https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/essa-program/title-i-part-a-improving-basic-programs

Title I, Part A Contacts

Vivian Smyrl
Program Director — Title |, Part A

Lauren Hodge

Deputy Program Management
Director — Title |, Part A

Desk Phone Number Desk Phone Number

(512) 936-6216 (512) 463-9147

Email Address Email Address
Vivian.Smyrl@TEA.Texas.gov Lauren.Hodge @TEA.Texas.gov

Division Email Address: ESSASupport@TEA.Texas.gov
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