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What is ADSY?
The Additional Days School Year (ADSY) initiative provides formula funding to incentivize school districts 
to extend their instructional calendars. Eligible districts can add up to 30 instructional days beyond the 
required minimum of 175 days at any elementary or middle school (grades PK–8). This targeted opportunity 
is designed to combat summer learning loss, a challenge that disproportionately affects students from low-
income backgrounds.

School systems with ADSY-eligible calendars at participating campuses may add ADSY days at any point 
during the school year. This can be done through one of the TEA-identified models:

• Summer Learning
• Intersessional calendar
•	 Full Year Redesign

This document focuses on the ADSY Summer model.

What differentiates ADSY Summer from other ADSY Models?
The cumulative impact of summer learning loss has been shown to create a gap of up to three grade levels 
for low-income students by the end of fifth grade. Research from the RAND Corporation has shown that the 
impact of summer slide can be eliminated if schools effectively implement a specific set of summer program 
quality measures, including:

Quality Program Parameters Evidence-Based Design Principles
• No-cost program for 5-6 weeks

• Class sizes of 1:15 or smaller

• Certified teachers provide academic
instruction

• Daily high-quality enrichment activities

• Meals

• Transportation provided

1. Start Planning Early
2. Structure Program for Sufficient Academic Time

on Task
3. Use Effective Student Recruitment Practices
4. Hire Effective Instructional Staff
5. Provide High-Quality Academic Instruction
6. Foster a Positive Summer Site Climate
7. Maximize Attendance
8. Strive for Cost Effectiveness

What does the data say about ADSY Summer?
During the 2022–2023 school year, students enrolled in ADSY PEP Summer programs showed greater gains 
in both Math and Reading on the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR): 

• 10% growth in Math Meets (compared to 5% at non-PEP campuses and 2% statewide)

• 3% growth in Reading Meets (compared to a 1% decrease in non-PEP campuses and 3% decrease
statewide)

Where do I start?
• Learn more about setting up systems to implement ADSY by using the High-Quality Implementation

of ADSY guide. 

• Visit the Summer Learning Framework page for tools, templates, and district examples to support
planning local programs.

• Explore grant supported opportunities for research aligned planning and implementation support
via the ADSY Planning and Execution Program in LASO for ADSY Full Year and ADSY Summer!

https://www.rand.org/education-and-labor/projects/national-summer-learning-project.html
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year/adsy-hqim-implementation-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year/high-quality-implementation-of-adsy-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/learning-acceleration-support-opportunities-laso

