
sWhat is ADSY?
The Additional Days School Year (ADSY) initiative provides formula funding to incentivize school districts 
to extend their instructional calendars. Eligible districts can add up to 30 instructional days beyond the 
required minimum of 175 days at any elementary or middle school (grades PK–8). This targeted opportunity 
is designed to combat summer learning loss, a challenge that disproportionately affects students from low-
income backgrounds.

School systems with ADSY-eligible calendars at participating campuses may add ADSY days at any point 
during the school year. This can be done through one of the TEA-identified models:

•	Summer Learning

•	 Intersession Calendar

•	 Full Year Redesign

This document focuses on the ADSY Intersession model.

What differentiates ADSY Intersession from other ADSY Models?
ADSY Intersession is a strategic model under the Additional Days School Year (ADSY) initiative that allows 
districts to extend learning time by embedding up to 30 additional instructional days throughout the school 
year. Unlike ADSY Full Year and ADSY Summer, this model disperses longer breaks across the academic 
calendar, creating intentional data-driven windows for targeted acceleration, remediation, and intervention. 
At its core, the intersessional model leverages ADSY days to support struggling students by providing 
just-in-time instructional support. These additional days are not merely extensions of the school year- but 
are purpose-built opportunities to address unfinished learning, reinforce foundational skills, and close 
performance gaps.

An ADSY Intersessional calendar modifies the traditional academic calendar by adding intersession weeks 
attached to Thanksgiving, Winter, and Spring Breaks to allow for intervention, acceleration, and remediation 
opportunities for a subset of students.

What does the data say about ADSY?
During the 2022–2023 school year, students enrolled in ADSY PEP Summer and Full Year programs showed 
greater gains in both Math and Reading on the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR):

•	10% growth in Math Meets (compared to 5% at non-PEP campuses and 2% statewide)

•	3% growth in Reading Meets (compared to a 1% decrease in non-PEP campuses and 3% decrease 
statewide)

While the ADSY Intersession model is not supported by Planning and Execution Program grants, statewide 
implementation of ADSY shows that extending the school year—when paired with a comprehensive 
academic strategy—leads to clear academic gains for students.
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Where do I start?
• Learn more about setting up systems to implement ADSY by using the High-Quality Implementation

of ADSY guide.

• Visit the Additional Days School Year page to learn more about setting up your ADSY eligible
calendar and reporting ADSY days.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year/adsy-hqim-implementation-guide.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/learning-support-and-programs/additional-days-school-year/high-quality-implementation-of-adsy-guide.pdf

